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Message from the Collection Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Sheep and goats are important sources of animal
production worldwide, with a major social and economic
impact in the rural areas of developing countries. The
traditional management of small ruminants is currently
evolving into systems in which the efficiency of production,
sustainable use of land, appropriateness of the breeds to
changing environmental conditions and production and
the management of waste and greenhouse gases have to
be considered. The efficiency of reproductive management
is a key part of this picture, aiming to optimize the age at
puberty, seasonality, fertility, prolificacy, length of the
postpartum anestrous period and flock-age structure. Such
objectives may be accomplished through nutritional
strategies and photoperiodic management in both females
and males, estrus synchronization using either hormonal or
non-hormonal treatments, scheduling of breeding, artificial
insemination, pregnancy diagnosis by ultrasonography
with re-breeding or culling of non-pregnant ewes and also
embryo production and transfer. We welcome
contributions on these topics in the form of both literature
reviews and original research papers.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 3.0 (2022,
ranks 12 /62 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’;
13/143 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor:
3.2.
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