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We are proposing a Special Issue based on an oxymoron:
although animal welfare is all about how the animals
perceive the surrounding environment, the actual welfare
of the animals is dependent on how the stakeholders
perceive and weigh animal welfare, as they can either
directly (i.e., through stock-people interacting with the
animals), or indirectly (e.g., because retailers and
consumers are willing to pay more for high welfare animalbased products) aﬀect the way animals are kept and
handled in the farm, while they are being transported and
are at slaughter.
“How to improve stock-people attitude and behaviour
towards the animals? How to increase consumer sensitivity
to animal welfare issues?” These are only some of the
questions that will be addressed in this Special Issue.
The entire food chain is at stake. We are, therefore, looking
for cross-discipline studies that cover aspects ranging from
animal science to social/consumer sciences and
psychology with a unified goal: collecting and
disseminating information suitable to promote the
continuous enhancement of animal welfare by improving
stakeholders’ perception of animal welfare.
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Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal welfare, animal ethics and animal science. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science and received a first Impact Factor of 1.654.
The journal ranks 13/60 (Q1) in the category ‘Agriculture,
Dairy & Animal Science’ and 29/140 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary
Sciences.’

Author Benefits
Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High visibility: indexed by the Science Citation Index Expanded (Web of Science) from
Vol. 5 (2015), Zoological Record (Web of Science) and Scopus (2018 CiteScore: 2.21).
Citations available in PubMed, full-text archived in PubMed Central.
Rapid publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision provided to
authors approximately 18.5 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 4.6 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the second
half of 2018).
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