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Message from the Guest Editor

Movement is an essential skill for all animals, yet the
mechanisms and techniques employed to achieve this vary
greatly within the animal kingdom. The discipline of
biomechanics provides a framework to understand and
explain the variety of ways that an animal’s form and
function permits or optimises locomotion in relation to the
ecological niche (for wildlife) or production system (for
domestic species). In an animal production context,
understanding the impacts that exercise and movement
has on the form and function of the underlying structures
(body systems) of an animal permits greater opportunity
for the implementation of management systems that
reduce the risk of injury and loss. In a feral or wildlife
context, greater understanding of the form and function of
wildlife can lead to implementation of improved
conservation and management strategies. This Special
Issue aims to demonstrate the breadth of current
biomechanics research, the variation in how animals utilise
different approaches to optimise locomotion and
movement and the interactions of these with body
systems.
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