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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

We are pleased to announce the Second Edition of the
Special Issue, “Behavior and Physical Health Integration in
Companion Animals”, which seeks to explore the
relationship between behavioral and physical factors in
companion animals. Behavioral problems have been
traditionally considered almost as a diagnosis of exclusion.
However, behavioral and physical health are not separate
but interdependent entities. Behavioral medicine
increasingly considers a much more diffuse boundary
between medical and ethological etiologies. In fact, a high
incidence of comorbidities with medical conditions is
detected in animals showing behavioral problems.
Moreover, stress and even temperament may predispose
some illnesses. The integration of these and other factors
during veterinary consultation may provide a better
understanding of behavioral problems and medical
conditions, thereby improving the effectiveness of
treatments. This Special Issue will showcase the latest
research on the topic of integration of physical–behavioral
health in dogs and cats, and we hope invitees will make a
major contribution to the knowledge and practice relating
to this topic.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Clive J. C. Phillips
1. Curtin University Sustainable
Policy (CUSP) Institute, Curtin
University, Kent St., Bentley,
Western Australia 6102, Australia
2. Former Foundation Professor
of Animal Welfare, University of
Queensland and Foundation
Director, Centre for Animal
Welfare and Ethics, University of
Queensland, Brisbane, Australia

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 2.7 (2024,
ranks 15/86 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’;
21/170 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor:
3.2.
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