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Message from the Guest Editors
  There has been a resurgence of interest in the ‘Hidden
Half’ of plants and crops, namely the roots.
Encouragingly, there is a keen appreciation of the need
for root studies to be in a realistic environment, at least
soil columns and ideally in the field. Whilst root
proliferation and function have genetic basis,
accounting for variability between species and within
species, there is an overriding impact of the soil and its
properties including chemistry, physical structure and
strength, water content and organic matter and
microbial content. New methodologies are being
developed to enable high throughput screening, in
some cases using sampling, or proxy measurements for
activity or extremely high resolution by magnetic
resonance scanning or X-ray computer tomography
albeit at low throughput. This Special Issue aims to
include breakthrough in these areas of interactions of
plant roots with the soil or novel techniques for analysis.
The outputs of studies in either the laboratory or field
environments are welcome.     Dr.Richard Whalley
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Agronomy draws together researchers from diverse
areas of agricultural research with a common aim of
enhancing agricultural productivity globally. The journal
provides unlimited free access to all those interested in
advancing agricultural science from both the research
and general community. Papers are released
immediately after acceptance through the internet.
Agronomy is supported by our authors and their
institutes through low article processing charges (APC)
for accepted papers. We hope you will support the
journal by becoming one of our authors.
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