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Crop production is challenged by an array of interrelated
stresses that range from climate change to rising input
costs. Soil health has been widely cited as an effective
response. The enhancement and maintenance of
microbial diversity (i.e., community structure and
function) is central to soil health benefits. Due to the
complex nature of crop yield, the direct relation of soil
microbial diversity to crop production is difficult to
establish. However, without a sound comprehension of
the effects of agricultural management on microbial
diversity or ecology, and the relation to crop productivity,
the adoption of soil health by farmers will be constrained
by the perception of economic risk. In this Special Issue
we seek contributions documenting the effects of
agricultural management practices on soil microbial
ecology and its relation to any aspect of crop
productivity. In addition to microbial community
structure and functional diversity, submissions may
touch on such topics as plant growth promoters, soil-
borne pathogen suppression, seed quality, microbial
biogeography, or similar subjects.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Agronomy draws together researchers from diverse
areas of agricultural research with a common aim of
enhancing agricultural productivity globally. The journal
provides unlimited free access to all those interested in
advancing agricultural science from both the research
and general community. Papers are released
immediately after acceptance through the internet.
Agronomy is supported by our authors and their
institutes through low article processing charges (APC)
for accepted papers. We hope you will support the
journal by becoming one of our authors.
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