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Fruits and vegetables are marketed in a variety of colors,
shapes, flavors, aromas and textures, but their full
nutritional importance has only been explored and
recognized recently. Losses in produce have always
been a limitation for modern agriculture. The magnitude
of postharvest losses in fresh produce is estimated to
be 5% to 25% in developed countries and 25% to 50%
in developing countries. This enormous waste of fresh
food poses a significant economic, social and ecological
burden on humanity and thus there is an urge to improve
current practice and to develop new means to reduce it.
Technological advances like the online monitoring of the
environment or the produce state, and the active
modulation of storage conditions, in parallel with
increased public awareness of food quality introduce
both opportunities as well as challenges to the field. In
this Special Issue, we welcome original research,
reviews and opinions concerning recent insights,
approaches, and advances in the pre- and postharvest
handling of perishable fresh produce aiming to preserve
its quality and reduce losses.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Agronomy draws together researchers from diverse
areas of agricultural research with a common aim of
enhancing agricultural productivity globally. The journal
provides unlimited free access to all those interested in
advancing agricultural science from both the research
and general community. Papers are released
immediately after acceptance through the internet.
Agronomy is supported by our authors and their
institutes through low article processing charges (APC)
for accepted papers. We hope you will support the
journal by becoming one of our authors.
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