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Infectious plant diseases have historically caused
severe agricultural losses and food insecurity.
Significant events such as the Irish Potato Famine
illustrate the devastating impact of plant pathogens on
human societies. Advances in molecular biology,
genomics, and plant pathology have improved our
understanding and management of these diseases.
However, new pathogens continue to emerge and
existing ones evolve, exacerbated by climate change
and global trade, thus presenting ongoing challenges to
global food security and ecosystem health. This Special
Issue explores the latest research and innovations in
combating plant diseases. We seek to cover a broad
range of topics, including the identification of novel
pathogens, advancements in diagnostic technologies,
genetic and biotechnological approaches to enhancing
disease resistance, and the influence of environmental
changes on disease dynamics. By compiling cutting-
edge research and expert insights, we aim to provide a
comprehensive overview of the current challenges and
future directions in plant protection.

Guest Editors
Dr. Slavica Matic
1. Institute for Sustainable Plant Protection, National Research Council
of Italy (IPSP-CNR), 10135 Turin, Italy
2. Department of Agricultural, Food and Forest Sciences (SAAF),
University of Palermo, Viale delle Scienze, 90128 Palermo, Italy

Dr. Swarnalatha Moparthi
Department of Plant Sciences & Plant Pathology, Montana State
University, Bozeman, MT 59717, USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
15 November 2025

Agronomy

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.4
CiteScore 6.7

mdpi.com/si/220320
Agronomy
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
agronomy@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
agronomy

https://www.mdpi.com/si/220320
https://mdpi.com/journal/agronomy


Agronomy

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.4
CiteScore 6.7

mdpi.com/journal/
agronomy

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Agronomy draws together researchers from diverse
areas of agricultural research with a common aim of
enhancing agricultural productivity globally. The journal
provides unlimited free access to all those interested in
advancing agricultural science from both the research
and general community. Papers are released
immediately after acceptance through the internet.
Agronomy is supported by our authors and their
institutes through low article processing charges (APC)
for accepted papers. We hope you will support the
journal by becoming one of our authors.
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