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The continuous growth in demand for livestock products
provides motivation to diversify the cropping system to
include both grain and forage crops. On the other hand,
the common farming practices of grain crop
monoculture, continuous cropping, and excessive use
of chemical fertilizers have greatly impaired the
sustainability of agroecosystems. Coupling grain and
forage crops, through intercropping or rotation,
constitutes one of the approaches of ecological
intensification. The coupling systems increase the
biodiversity of cropping systems and have been
demonstrated to be effective in promoting production
and improving ecological functioning. However, the
underlying mechanisms are less investigated, and the
design of the coupling system is still empirical in many
areas. In this Special Issue, we aim to exchange
knowledge on aspects pertaining to plant growth,
resource utilization, ecological functioning, productivity,
and economic benefit of the coupling system;
experimental and modeling works are both encouraged.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Agronomy draws together researchers from diverse
areas of agricultural research with a common aim of
enhancing agricultural productivity globally. The journal
provides unlimited free access to all those interested in
advancing agricultural science from both the research
and general community. Papers are released
immediately after acceptance through the internet.
Agronomy is supported by our authors and their
institutes through low article processing charges (APC)
for accepted papers. We hope you will support the
journal by becoming one of our authors.
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