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Message from the Guest Editor

Over the years, intensive monoculture in agricultural areas
has led to negative environmental impacts, such as rising
atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations, water-quality
degradation, decreasing groundwater levels, a loss of
biodiversity, soil erosion, and land degradation. This
continued decline in environmental quality will create food
security problems in the near future since the resource
base necessary for food production is in the process of
degradation. Hence, the agricultural community is facing
its greatest question to date: how can food production be
increased to maintain food security and, at the same time,
to protect and restore environmental quality? In this
respect, integrated crop–livestock systems have been
encouraged worldwide as they align with the principles of
cleaner production, and optimize the productivity per unit
of the natural resource.

In this Special Issue, we aim to exchange knowledge on any
aspects related to integrated crop–livestock systems, thus
facilitating their introduction to improve crop/animal
production in these more complex systems and to
adequately take advantage of their ecological benefits.
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Prof. Dr. Leslie A. Weston
Gulbali Centre for Agriculture,
Water and Environment
Research, Charles Sturt
University, Wagga Wagga, NSW
2678, Australia

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Agronomy draws together researchers from diverse areas
of agricultural research with a common aim of enhancing
agricultural productivity globally. The journal provides
unlimited free access to all those interested in advancing
agricultural science from both the research and general
community. Papers are released immediately aDer
acceptance through the internet. Agronomy is supported
by our authors and their institutes through low article
processing charges (APC) for accepted papers. We hope
you will support the journal by becoming one of our
authors.
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