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Fruits and vegetables are an important source of health-
promoting bioactive compounds that are able to reduce
the incidence of chronic diseases in regular consumers
through their daily diets. The metabolic networks
regulating fruit ripening are very complex, and ethylene
appears to be a key factor acting in concert with other
environmental signals and endogenous factors. For
many years, ripening and senescence were considered
as a series of degradative processes resulting in
metabolic disruption and cellular disintegration. The
generation of reactive oxygen species (ROS) is one of
the earliest responses of plant cells under abiotic
stresses and senescence. Many changes related to
ripening and senescence processes comprise fruit
quality traits; therefore, studying the delay of quality
losses associated with senescence has been the
subject of extensive research. Moreover, the control of
fruit ripening is essential to maintain fruit quality and to
reduce losses during the postharvest shelf-life.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Agriculture (ISSN 2077-0472) is an international, cross-
disciplinary and scholarly journal on the science and
technology of crop and animal production, and
management of the natural resource base for
agricultural production. We invite submissions from
authors according to the aims and scope of the journal
described in more detail on this page. Agriculture is
published in an open access format – articles are
published on the journal’s website immediately after
acceptance, giving the scientific community and the
public unlimited and free access to the content.
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