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Message from the Guest Editors

Challenges imposed by changes in society and
environment require the development of Smart Systems.
Active prostheses will, e.g., help the rehabilitation of
patients. Drug delivering systems will release drugs, on the
basis of well-established  protocols.  Bio-inspired
underwater robots will take care of repetitive or dangerous
tasks. Polymeric actuators have been already proposed for
the realization of Smart Systems, able to solve even the
most complex problems with little or no human
intervention, in strategic sectors, such as bio-inspired
robotics, aerospace and nanomedicine, just to name a
few...

The realization of the next-generation Smart Systems
requires, then, new actuators and stimulus-responsive
polymers. It will be necessary to develop new materials,
models, production procedures, functional subsystems,
design tools, and fabrication systems, etc.

This special issue aims to collect contributions in (but are
not limited to) the following topics:

® polymeric actuators

® nanocomposites

e eco friendly materials

¢ biocompatible materials
e multiplysic models

e robotics

® bio-inspired robotics
smart systems
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