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Five of the top ten problems facing humanity (http://cnst.rice.edu/content.
aspx?id=246) over the next 50 years (food, water, energy, environment
and poverty) are directly related to the health of soil resources. Several
different factors, including: (a) excessive tillage; (b) inappropriate crop
rotations; (c) excessive grazing or crop residue removal; (d) deforestation;
(e) mining and/or fracking; and (f) construction or urban sprawl, have
contributed to the global problem of soil degradation. Understanding
and implementing sustainable agricultural and land management
practices that improve soil health is essential for mitigating and reversing
these trends, if we are to successfully meet the needs of more than 9.5
billion people who will be sharing our fragile planet by the middle of the
21st century.
The overall focus for this Special Issue is on agricultural factors
contributing to soil degradation and suggested strategies for mitigating
and reversing those trends. The discussion was anchored by invited
contributions reflecting perspectives from Africa, Australia, China,
Eastern Europe, India, Latin America, North America, Russia, and Western
Europe. Voluntary contributions were evaluated, and incorporated
into the issue to provide a global perspective on soil degradation and
strategies to mitigate its devastating effects.

Order Your Print Copy
Print copies (170 x 244 mm, Pbk) can be ordered from
▶ www.mdpi.com/books/library

| Contact ▶ books@mdpi.com

MDPI Books publishes high quality monographs (short or
full-length), edited books, proceedings, doctoral theses
and Special Issue books in open access. Authors pay a Book
Processing Charge (BPC) and are asked to accept the Copyright
Agreement. MDPI Books are published under Creative
Commons licenses (CC BY-NC-ND). If you are an author and
interested in publishing with us, please see the submission
information and contact books@mdpi.com.
Open Access:

Scholarly work is accessible worldwide without any
restrictions: in comparison with traditional book printing,
open access publications save costs, space and time.

High Quality:

MDPI ensures a thorough peer-review for all published items.

Rapid Publication:
Print on Demand:
Different Formats:

High Visibility;
Fast and Wide
Dissemination:

MDPI AG
St. Alban-Anlage 66
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel:  +41  61  683  77  34
Fax:  +41  61  302  89  18
www.mdpi.com
books@mdpi.com

MDPI offers a fast but precise editorial and publication
procedure.
Books are available for purchase at any time and reduction of
costs by a modern print-on-demand procedure.
Authors benefit from our hybrid publishing service, which
offers the possibility to not only receive a digital format, but
also a printed version of your work.
Global network (including the USA, Europe, and Australia)
and well-known channel partners (e.g., Amazon); registration
in the Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB).

Learn more ▶ www.mdpi.com/books | Contact ▶ books@mdpi.com

