Table S1. The list of 88 basic themes representing ‘challenges’ to the Development of Literary Tourism in Iran.
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Table S2. The list of 165 basic themes representing strategies for the development and promotion of literary
tourism in Iran (hereafter ‘approaches’).
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Table S3. Challenges to the Development of Literary Tourism in Iran (the translation of Table S1 into English).

1 Literary cities of Iran - for example, Shiraz - do not have a significant place among the literary tourism destinations
of the world.

2 | The government does not support holding "literary tourism" international conferences and events.

3 | The houses and properties of many literary figures are either destroyed or, if anything remains, neglected.

4 | Little attention to the country's literary heritage has had negative and irreparable consequences.

5 | Many capacities of literary tourism in Iran are still unknown.

6 | Not having a proper strategy in relation to the heritage of famous poets of Persian literature such as Nizami and
Rumi whose tomb is in neighboring countries- respectively in Azerbaijan and Turkey- is one of the current issues
of literary tourism in Iran.

7 In the context of the confiscation of Iran's cultural heritage, the main criticism is our own behavior, And we do not
make a significant effort to introduce the greatness of Persian literature to the world.

8 | For the lovers of Iran's culture and literature, it is an obvious problem to pay little attention or even neglect to the
heritage of the country's literary figures.

9 | Indifference in introducing the famous writers of Persian literature to the people of the world can be seen clearly.

10 | Legal and judicial problems after the death of contemporary writers- that arising from inheritance related issues-
make it difficult to protect and maintain these places as national heritage.

11 | Lack of attention to the protection of the literary heritage of the country has led to the loss of the authenticity of
many literary places.

12 | In general, there is no proper understanding of literary tourism in Iran, and it is mostly limited to visiting poets and
writer’s shrines.

13 | We do not pay attention to our literature while our literature has been a source of inspiration for world literature.

14 | The potentials of literary heritage are not properly used in the field of literary tourism development

15 | Literary heritage and creative literary tourism are not used to promote the cultural identity of cities.

16 | The presence of real places in the works of Iranian writers is rare.

17 | Our fictional literature takes place in no place and no time.

18 | The imaginative and surrealistic features of Iranian literary works prevail over its realistic aspects, so the presence
of real places in these works is weak.

19 | Neglecting the potential of literary heritage is a common problem in the management of the cultural sector.

20 | Many houses of writers that had the ability to become a place of literary tourism have been completely destroyed.

21 | Our cities suffer from lack of identity while many literary places remain unknown.

22 | One of the obvious challenges of the development of cultural and literary tourism in Iran is the fact that the material
heritage in this field remains unknown.

23 | Travelogues, like Nasser Khosrow's Safarnama, can inspire the design of literary tours, but this is not the case.

24 | There is no significant approach to introduce the famous authors of Persian literature to the people of the world.

25 | With all these weaknesses, how can we expect cultural and literary tourism to flourish in our country?

26 | So far, the managers of the tourism sector have acted very poorly in promoting and offering Iran's literary tourism
capabilities to the tourism market.

27 | The lack of familiarity of the managers and officials of the country's tourism sector with literary tourism is one of
the fundamental problems in this field

28 | The inefficiency of responsible institutions in the field of culture is one of the serious challenges of literary tourism.

29 | Reluctance in the public sector to support the development of literary tourism is evident.

30 | Currently, we do not have a specific and well-known form of tourism called "literary tourism" in Iran.

31 | Until now, the urban management system in Iran has not paid attention to the development of literary tourism.

32 | The design of literary routes in relation to the places of life and literary activity of writers has not been considered.

33 | Defining the route for "literary tourism" is not possible without valid and original research.

34 | What currently makes it difficult to work in the field of literary tourism is the lack of proper knowledge and lack
of creativity in this regard.

35 | Considering the very high potentials of literary tourism in Iran, our share of income from literary tourism is
insignificant.

36 | In general, Iran does not have a significant position in the tourism sector of the world, let alone literary tourism.

37 | The house of some writers, like Sadegh Hedayat (1903-1951), has turned into a kindergarten due to the neglect of
cultural authorities.

38 | The obvious capacities of literary tourism have been neglected in different provinces of Iran.

39 | We have neither defined literary paths nor introduced literary attractions to the society.

40 | A country whose biggest cultural capital is literature, It has not yet been able to introduce its literary assets and
attractions to tourists.

41 | Except for the culturally rich tombs, no other model of literary tourism has been presented in Iran.

42 | According to the experts, the authorities' failure to protect the country's cultural and literary heritage is noticeable.




43 | Destruction of cultural heritage and literary houses by land and real estate brokers is worrying.

44 | Officials use slogans in dealing with cultural and literary tourism, and pragmatism is not observed in this field.

45 | The public's lack of knowledge about cultural and literary heritage is known as a serious obstacle to the
development of literary tourism.

46 | This level of indifference of cultural authorities to literary tourism in the country is disappointing.

47 | So far, not even a literary museum worthy of attention has been built in Iran.

48 | Many people involved in the literary tourism industry relate the main reason for the lack of success of this field in
Iran to the lack of cultural tourism in real, imaginary or even fake places.

49 | There is no targeted approach to foster literary talent and creativity as a stimulus for the development of literary

tourism

50 | So far, no significant investment has been made in the field of literary tourism.

51 | Negative propaganda against Iran and making it look unsafe is one of the important obstacles to attracting foreign
tourists in Iran.

52 | So far, the increasing capacities of virtual space have not been purposefully used to introduce Iran's tourist
attractions.

53 | Literary tourism is limited to some cities, such as Shiraz, and other literary attractions in other cities and villages
are not well known.

54 | Most of what happens in Shiraz is not literary tourism in its modern sense, but visiting the graves and tombs of
writers.

55 | Limiting literary tourism to a few cities and neglecting the literary attraction of other geographical areas is known
as one of the important issues of literary tourism.

56 | In the field of literary and cultural tourism, some countries make everything out of nothing, but in our country, the
rich heritage and existing properties are not exploited.

57 | Cultural-literary tourism tours in Iran are not attractive and professional.

58 | Neglecting the great capacity of legends and national myths is one of the problems of literary tourism development.

59 | Many words have been said by the authorities about literary tourism, but no positive changes have been made in
this field.

60 | slong as neglecting and not taking advantage of the assets of literary heritage continues,

Literary tourism will not prosper either.

61 | Holding literary festivals is one of the activities related to this type of tourism, which has not been done so far.

62 | The inability to protect the literary heritage is one of the major obstacles to literary tourism in the country.

63 | Literary monuments built in Iran do not have great splendor and attractiveness.

64 | Some monuments and literary places built in Iran do not have an attractive design.

65 | In Iran, tourism based on historical sites dominates other forms of cultural and literary tourism.

66 | There are few facilities for receiving literary tourists.

67 | Unfortunately, our literary tourism is limited to visiting soulless tombs.

68 | Those interested in the heritage of Persian literature from Iran and all over the world go to Turkey to participate in
the events related to the literary heritage of Mevlana (1207-1273) in Konya city, while the cultural authorities of
the country do not pay attention to the literary creative activities about this great poet.

69 | Here, literary tourism is only a visit to the tombs of poets and writers!

70 | There is no information about the house of Sohrab Sepehri in Kashan city, which has a wide reflection in his poetry
and works of art. [Famous contemporary poet and painter of Iran (1928-1980)].

71 | Apart from visiting the tombs of writers, we have not been able to offer other forms of literary tourism to literary
tourists.

72 | Still, the country's cultural managers have not believed in the potential of literary tourism.

73 | Cultural heritage officials of the country are less criticized for their weakness in protecting literary attractions.

74 | The attractions of contemporary literary tourism and the legacy left by contemporary writers have always been met

with indifference.

75

We have never taken the trouble to build a museum worthy of Iranian literature

76 | Literary tourism and its importance have not yet been realized for the cultural officials and managers of the country.
77 | The lack of a strategy to socialize literature is one of the obstacles to the growth of literary tourism in the country.
78 | The lack of creativity in the field of literary tourism is one of the reasons for its lack of prosperity.

79 | A militant atmosphere with parts of Iran's history and culture can be seen in the thinking of some executive officials.

80

The negative attitude towards a part of Iran's history and culture has caused neglect of their surviving heritage.

81

We have failed to preserve the authenticity of many places of literary tourism

82 | Compared to the cinema of other countries, Iranian cinema is weak in showing Iran in a way that attracts tourists.

83 | Iranians are very proud about the culture of their ancestors, but in practice they do not show a broad will to support
and protect the country's cultural heritage.

84 | We chant more, and we don't deal with pragmatism in the field of creative cultural and literary tourism.

85 | The capacities of literary tourism as a very important branch of cultural tourism in Iran have remained neglected.




86

The current understanding of literary tourism is often limited to visiting the monuments and tombs of writers.

87

The existing obstacles to the development of the tourism sector in Iran can be extended to the cultural and literary
tourism branch as well.

88

The managerial inefficiency of the country's cultural organizations is not seriously challenged.




Table S4. Strategies for the development and promotion of literary tourism in Iran (the translation of Table S2
into English).

1 Preparation of tourism maps for famous novels such as Klidar, by Mahmoud Daulatabadi

Financial support of the government for holding international conferences and events in the field of "literary
tourism"

Taking advantage of the many potentials of Iranian literature for the prosperity of literary tourism

Designing literary tourism routes in the country

Performing various literary performances such as Shahnameh retellings for literary tourists

Adaptation of literary works for the design and construction of literary tourism places (literary attraction)
Providing facilities to tourism professionals to work in the field of literary tourism (such as a license to establish
specialized agencies)
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8 In our country, rich literary resources such as Ferdowsi's Shahnameh can be a symbol for the development of
literary tourism
9 In our country, rich literary resources such as Ferdowsi's Shahnameh can be a symbol for the development of

literary tourism

10 | Honoring all kinds of literary heritage of writers and poets

11 lasting literary figures, and their works to be used for the development of literary tourism

12 | Supporting the implementation of literary tours to increase people's knowledge of writers and literary tourism
attractions

13 | Introduction of literary tourism routes based on literary texts such as Nizami Ganjavi's works

14 | Using literary narratives to create and build a literary place

15 | Exploitation of literary narratives to produce literary attraction

16 | Utilizing the capacities of literary heritage to design the literary travel route, the architecture of tourist places
and artistic performances

17 Locating literary attractions based on literary narratives in literary works

18 | Identifying literary places and routes

19 | Using appropriate strategies in the protection and safeguarding of literary heritage

20 | Adaptation of literary works for artistic performances in the form of a literary tour

21 Promotion, marketing and implementation of literary tours with the help of the Internet

22 | Diversification of literary tour programs should be considered to increase their attractiveness.

23 | Itis necessary to recognize the various capacities of literary tourism and invest in this field.

24 | The successful experiences of other countries in the world should be used for the development of literary
tourism.

25 | By organizing all kinds of literary events, we will try to introduce our writers and poets to the world.

26 | Protection of cultural and literary heritage through institutional consensus and collective participation should be
included in the work of planners.

27 | One of the ways of diversifying the literary tour packages is to do things like "Mathnavi-khani" and "Literature
reading in nature."

28 | Writers' houses should become a literary tourism attraction (such as a literary museum).

29 | Development and promotion of literary tourism should be done by using the capabilities of the place and the
place of creation of literary works.

30 | The training of specialized guides for literary tourism tours should be considered.

31 Stories of popular culture (folklore) should be used to build places or literary attractions

32 | Literary places should be built based on the description of literary narratives.

33 | The diverse capacities of Iran's fictional and epic literature should be used to boost literary tourism.

34 | Thousands of poets and writers have lived in this country, whose houses and tombs can be a meeting place for
those interested in literature and tourism.

35 | Holding literary festivals is another activity related to this tourism.

36 | Iran's prose and verse literature should be used to boost literary tourism

37 | We must organize and make the necessary foundations to realize the existing potentials in Iran, and as a result,
the position and importance of our literary tourism will be better represented.

38 | Itis necessary to actualize the talents and potentials in the literary heritage.

39 | Literary tourism in its new concept is linked with creative initiatives and this approach can help the development
of literary tourism in Iran

40 | Itis possible to reconstruct the route written in famous travelogues and plan literary tours based on this.

41 Support creative works in the field of literary tourism.

42 | The places and houses mentioned in literary narratives should be used for the development of literary tourism.
43 | In order to attract literary tourists, it is necessary to create a platform and give tourists a new perspective.

44 | There is a need to invest in supporting research on literary tourism.




45 | Many tombs of poets and writers should be restored and we should create wider and well-documented
advertisements for works related to literary tourism.

46 | The rich heritage of Persian literature can be used to build a variety of literary museums.

47 | To provide the opportunity for the presence of writers and poets in the country from all over the world and
organize more literary events

48 | Preparing various literary tour packages can help to develop and promote literary tourism.

49 | The promotion and supply of Iran's literary tourism capabilities should be done based on the correct
understanding of the literary tourism market.

50 | The development of the city of books, the holding of exhibitions and tourism festivals are among the measures
that contribute to the prosperity of literary tourism.

51 It is necessary to hold literary exhibitions and offer literary tourism products in this way.

52 | Preparation of literary tourism map for better access of tourists to literary attractions

53 | Supporting campaigns active in advertising and promoting literary tourism

54 | Zahir al-Doulah cemetery is a memorable place for all people who are interested in culture and literature.

55 | Turn the houses of contemporary writers such as Ahmed Shamlou, Simin Daneshvar and Simin Behbahani into
literary museums

56 | Developing policies and programs for the socialization of literature

57 | Raising the literary knowledge of the people, in order to improve the social capacities of literary tourism

58 | Using the cemeteries where cultural-literary figures are buried for the development of literary tourism

59 | Today, the Internet and virtual social networks can accelerate the promotion and development of the literary
tourism development discourse.

60 | To promote and develop literary tourism, special attention should be paid to literary conferences and events.

61 In the development of literary tourism, attention should be paid to the diversity of the literary tourism market
and the segmentation of tourists

62 | Literary tourism requires the support of the public sector and the participation of the private sector

63 | Tourism development requires appropriate institutional and organizational arrangements

64 | Environmental advertising is one of the appropriate methods to promote literary tourism in society

65 | Reconstruction and identification of places related to the lives of poets, the existence of houses of writers and
scholars

66 | Literary tourism development strategy: using places related to poets' lives

67 Setting up specialized agencies in the field of literary tourism

68 | Informing and increasing people's familiarity with writers and literary figures of the country

69 | Holding a commemoration for each of the country's poets and writers in the cities where they were born or lived

70 | Facilitate the conditions of activities of tourism agencies in the field of literary tours.

71 Support the activities of skilled and expert people in the field of cultural and literary tourism.

72 | The literary geography of every writer and poet can be a source of creativity and innovation in literary tourism

73 | The development of literary tourism requires supportive policies from the responsible institutions in the country

74 | Marketing and taking advantage of the capacity of the international tourism market for the development of
literary tourism

75 | The design of literary routes requires original and valid research projects

76 | Holding literary events can help to interact and exchange ideas in the field of literary tourism.

77 | The lives of famous writers and poets and their literary geography can be a source of inspiration and creation of
new ideas for the development of literary tourism.

78 | We will use the strategy of promotion and development of literary tourism routes.

79 | The development of literary tourism requires social support and people's participation.

80 | Activities in the field of literary tourism require promotional programs and specialized training courses.

81 "Designing literary tourism routes" depends on specialized knowledge and skills.

82 | This type of tourism requires education and information at the community level.

83 | Encouraging and persuading different social groups to study literary works can improve the social capacities of
tourism development

84 | Earning money through literary tourism requires increasing specialized knowledge and public awareness.

85 | Continuous holding of book reading competition can help the development of literary tourism

86 | Production and broadcast of documentary works and cultural programs through visual media such as television
help to socialize literature.

87 | The introduction of literary tourism attractions in students' textbooks can be considered a basic measure in this
field.

88 | Developing policies and programs to promote reading at the level of children and young people

89 | Supporting and encouraging tourists to participate in travel writing programs

90 | Organizing cultural and educational programs in literary places

91 Using the content of historical travelogues to design literary routes




92 | Establishment of various national programs in literary places

93 Supporting the production of television series and movies based on literary works

94 | Supporting creative ideas to diversify literary events

95 | Holding literary events with the participation of domestic and foreign writers and intellectuals

96 | Famous places in literary works can become tourist attractions

97 | Any literary work can be the basis of designing a literary tour package

98 | Locations reflected in literary works, television series and movies are attractive places for literary tourists

99 | Experience has shown that literary events have tangible achievements for the development of literary tourism

100 | Creating a legal framework to support non-governmental organizations that are active in the field of cultural-
literary tourism

101 | Recognizing and introducing places mentioned in literary texts

102 | Holding literary events in literary places can be a very attractive idea.

103 | It is necessary to register the houses of poets, writers and literary researchers in the national heritage list.

104 | Promotion of reading programs can play a significant role in the social promotion of literature.

105 | Individual creativity should be supported in the development of literary tourism.

106 | Producing serials about writers' lives can help boost literary tourism. The TV series about the life of
contemporary poet Shahriar [1907-1988] was a successful experience in this field.

107 | The houses of famous poets and writers should be preserved and restored. These places can be very attractive
for literary tourists.

108 | The narratives in Marco Polo's travelogue about Iran can be attractive to foreign tourists.

109 | It is possible to help the development of literary tourism in Iran through cooperation and interaction with the
UNESCO Creative Literary Cities network.

110 | The production of television series based on literature can help to develop and promote literary tourism.

111 | Holding events to honor writers and poets in their birthplaces

112 | Literary tourism requires budget and investment.

113 | Parts of Iran's literary heritage are very valuable and can be registered in the World Heritage List.

114 | Documenting travel experiences by literary tourists should be supported and incentive packages can be
considered in this context.

115 | Internet space can be used to show Iran's cultural and literary attractions to the people of the world.

116 | The establishment of non-governmental organizations in the field of culture and literature contributes to the
prosperity of literary tourism.

117 | Taking advantage of other countries' successful experiences in the field of literary tourism can be very useful.

118 | Allocating valuable literary awards with the participation of domestic and foreign writers can be considered a
valuable action.

119 | Literary tourists should be encouraged to write their memories on the Internet.

120 | The prominent role of literature in the cultural characteristics of Iranian people creates a good capacity for the
development of literary tourism.

121 | National and local myths and legends have a great capacity for the development of literary tourism.

122 | The development of literary tourism requires scientific and research support.

123 | Professional and skilled people should be supported to work in the field of literary tourism.

124 | We should benefit from the experiences of creative literary cities.

125 | Promoting studying literary works can lead to education and culture-building in the field of literary tourism.

126 | Combining literary tours with entertainment tours can be attractive for many tourists.

127 | Recognizing places mentioned in literature and planning to turn them into literary attractions

128 | Taking inspiration from literary works to build literary places can include creative and attractive ideas for
tourists.

129 | Most of the tourists interested in the field of literature tend to visit the houses where the famous writers live.

130 | A specific literary map can be prepared for each writer or poet.

131 | Taking inspiration from local legends to create literary attractions and events is a very interesting idea.

132 | Many literary routs can be redesigned in the context of literary geography.

133 | Accommodating literary tourists requires comfortable facilities and proper infrastructure.

134 | Protecting the authenticity of literary places is very important for literature enthusiasts.

135 | It is very important to set up discussion sessions about the links between economy, culture and literary tourism
along with literary events.

136 | Diverse and multipurpose literary tours can be an attractive option for tourists.

137 | Different writers create different spaces in their works, this is a point that should be taken into consideration in
the development of literary tourism.

138 | Experience has shown that tourists are very interested in the construction of monuments and symbolic places
based on legends and myths.

139 | Creating iconic locations for famous lovers in fiction can be very appealing to people.




140 | Establishing a link between geography and creativity in literary tourism is inevitable.

141 | Places whose names are derived from legends are suitable options for the development of creative literary
tourism.

142 | It seems that many tombs of poets and writers need restoration.

143 | The development of any form of tourism, including literary tourism, requires a proper marketing strategy.

144 | In the development of literary tourism, it is very important to pay attention to different population groups,
especially the youth.

145 | Continuous innovation and creativity is essential for sustainable literary tourism.

146 | Perhaps the movie "Hamon" is one of the examples that was shown in Iran and at that time caused a wave of
young people traveling to Kashan.

147 | The screening of "Kheily Door Kheily Nazdik" movie boosted travel to the deserts of Iran.

148 | The Shahnameh book is one of the works that can be adapted to make interesting literary places.

149 | Holding literary tourism workshops in universities and cultural centers can help promote and educate in this
field.

150 | Any kind of development, including in the field of cultural-literary development, requires appropriate platforms
and infrastructures.

151 | The development and promotion of literary tourism requires constructive interactions at the international and
national levels.

152 | Literary places can be built based on literary narratives.

153 | The great potential of Iran's literary heritage can serve to boost tourism.

154 | The culture sector in Iran needs educated managers who know the value and place of the country's literary
heritage.

155 | Many tombs of writers are not attractive enough and need more attractive architecture

156 | We should take advantage of the experiences of successful countries, especially UNESCO's literary creative
cities

157 | Determining the tourism map is necessary for every famous writer.

158 | Let's build symbolic monuments for poets and writers of Persian language who are not in the geographical area
of Iran or whose burial place is not known.

159 | The development of cultural-literary tourism requires efficient institution building.

160 | Literary tourism marketing requires very high creativity.

161 | The great potential of Iran's rich literary heritage can be used to boost tourism.

162 | Holding international book fairs with a specialized approach to the field of literature can help boost literary
travel.

163 | Officials of the country's cultural and historical heritage sector can use innovation and creativity in urban spaces.

164 | The oral heritage of local folklore should be used to build places or literary attractions.

165 | Saadi's house located in the historical context of Shiraz should be preserved, this house can be the foundation of

literary tourism in Shiraz city and give a new identity to the historical context.




