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Supplementary Information 

Search Criteria: Date 25th March 2021. From WoS core collections  

TS: "SDG 6" OR "SDG6" OR "sustainable development Goal 6" 

Timespan: All years. 

Indexes: SCI-EXPANDED, SSCI, A&HCI, CPCI-S, CPCI-SSH, BKCI-S, BKCI-SSH, ESCI, CCR-EXPANDED, IC. 

Search results: 299 

Removed: 10 [6 (weak connection to SDG 6) + 1 (duplicate) + 2 (not in English language) + 1 (unavailable full text)] 

Note on keywords: 

Since it is easily understandable that some commonly used terms are generally used most predominantly, but without yielding any specific characteristic insights, 
we have tried to omit or avoid these few related terms from keyword analysis as much as possible. These terms would be – ‘water’, ‘sanitation’, sustainable 
development goals’, ‘sustainable development goal’, ‘sustainable development goal 6’, ‘sdgs’, ‘sdg’, ‘sdg 6’, ‘sdg6’, ‘development goals’, ‘goals’, ‘sustainability’, 
‘sustainable’, ‘study’, ‘indicators’, ‘indicator’, ‘analysis’ etc. 

 



 
Figure. Flow chart of bibliometric search strategy. 



Table S1. Targets of UN SDG 6. 

Target Focus Deadline 
6.1 achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water for all 2030 
6.2 achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special 

attention to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations 
6.3 improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release of hazardous chemicals 

and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse 
globally 

6.4 substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of 
freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity 

6.5 implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including through transboundary cooperation as 
appropriate 

6.6 protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes 2020 (i.e., dead-
line already 
crossed) 

6.a expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to developing countries in water- and sanitation-
related activities and programmes, including water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treat-
ment, recycling and reuse technologies 

2030 

6.b Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water and sanitation management NA 
 

Topic model 

To obtain the optimal number of topics suitable for the dataset, we tested it using "Griffiths2004"[1], "CaoJuan2009"[2], "Arun2010"[3], "Deveaud2014"[4] 
methods for a full range of 2 to 80 topics. After obtaining the desired number of topics, the latent Dirichlet allocation (LDA) method was used for constructing 
the topic model.  
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Terms omitted for text mining 

For Bigram plot: "et", "al", "can", "also", "may", "s", "m", "will", "c", "e", "however", "b", "p", "j", "n", "t", "r", "fig", "d", "66", "a", "l", "n", "f", "ie", "g", 
"table", "the", "in", "this", "used", "using", "per", "within", "doi", "x", "httpsdoiorg", "peer", "review", "online". All numbers (0-9) deleted. 

For Topic model: "et", "al", "can", "also", "may", "s", "m", "will", "c", "e", "however", "b", "p", "j", "n", "t", "r", "fig", "d", "66", "a", "l", "n", "f", "ie", "g", 
"table", "the", "in", "this", "used", "using", "per", "within", "doi", "x", "httpsdoiorg", "peer", "review", "online", "water", "6", "sdg", "sdgs", "figure", "use", 
"study", "data", "bosnia", "herzegovina", "sustainable", "development", "goal", "goals". Numbers deleted: 0-9 (except 6). 



 
Figure S1. Annual scientific production trends. 



 
Figure S2. Annual scientific production trends. 



 
Figure S3. Most relevant authors. 



 
Figure S4. Authors’ Local Impact. 



 
Figure S5. Clusters by documents coupling with global citation (GC) scores of global SDG 6 research (as per Keywords Plus). 



 
Figure S6. Clusters by documents coupling with local citation (LC) scores of global SDG 6 research (as per Keywords Plus). 



 
Figure S7. Clusters by documents coupling with global citation (GC) scores of global SDG 6 research (as per content of abstracts). 



 
Figure S8. Clusters by documents coupling with local citation (LC) scores of global SDG 6 research (as per content of abstracts). 



 
Figure S9. Citation network of countries of global SDG 6 research. 



 
Figure S10. Citation network of authors of global SDG 6 research. 



 
Figure S11. Citation network of sources of global SDG 6 research. 



 
Figure S12. Most global cited (GC) documents. 



 
Figure S13. Bibliographic coupling network of authors of global SDG 6 research. 



 
Figure S14. Bibliographic coupling network of countries of global SDG 6 research. 



 
Figure S15. Bibliographic coupling network of documents of global SDG 6 research. 



 
Figure S16. Bibliographic coupling network of sources of global SDG 6 research. 

 



 
Figure S17. Word cloud of most frequent keywords in global SDG 6 research (as per Keywords Plus). 



 
Figure S18. Word cloud of most frequent keywords in global SDG 6 research (as per titles). 



 
Figure S19. Word cloud of most frequent keywords in global SDG 6 research (as per content of abstracts). 



 
Figure S20. Word cloud of most frequent keywords in global SDG 6 research (as per authors’ keywords). 



 
Figure S21. Co-occurrence network of all keywords of global SDG 6 research. 



 
Figure S22. Trending topics of global SDG 6 research (as per content of abstracts). 



 
Figure S23. Trending topics of global SDG 6 research (as per authors’ keywords). 



 
Figure S24. Trending topics of global SDG 6 research (as per titles). 



 
Figure S25. Thematic map of global SDG 6 research (as per Keywords Plus). 



 
Figure S26. Thematic map of global SDG 6 research (as per titles). 



 
Figure S27. Thematic map of global SDG 6 research (as per content of abstracts). 



 
Figure S28. Thematic map of global SDG 6 research (as per authors’ keywords). 



 
Figure S29. Thematic evolution of global SDG 6 research (as per authors’ keywords). 



 
Figure S30. Thematic evolution of global SDG 6 research (as per content of abstracts). 



 
Figure S31. Thematic evolution of global SDG 6 research (as per titles). 


