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Figure S1. Disease severity assessment scale.  

Disease severity assessment:  

Disease severity was assessed using a rating scale ranging from 1 to 9 (Figure S1), following the method 
outlined by Bennett and Westcott [1], with some modifications. This scale encompasses level 1, indicating 
less than 1% severity, to level 9, denoting a severity exceeding 90%. Intermediate levels on the scale 
correspond to increasing disease severity. 
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