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Figure S1. Radiofrequency (RF) electrode (RF Electrode F180707; APRO KOREA, Gunpo, 

Korea) used to ablate the rabbit extrahepatic common bile duct. (a) Overall image of the 

commercialized RF electrode. Magnified image of (b) the needle with the existing sharp point 

and (c) the needle with a tapered shape following grinding. 
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Figure S2. Technical steps involved in stent placement immediately after radiofrequency (RF) 

ablation. (a) The ampulla of Vater (white star) was exposed and punctured, and (b) the middle 

of the RF electrode (arrowheads) was placed 2.5 cm from the puncture site. (c) The self-

expandable metal stents (SEMSs; arrowheads) were placed in the RF lesion. 


