
 

Supplementary Figure S1. Participant enrollment and selection.  

Flowchart depicting recruitment, screening, and exclusion criteria for study participants. A 

total of 44 uninfected older adults (≥ 65 years) were enrolled at the Geriatric Clinic in Rome. 

Twelve participants were excluded due to blood culture failure. Of the 32 eligible participants 

with successful blood cultures, one was excluded due to missing RNA data and one due to 

recent COVID-19 infection, resulting in a final study sample of 30 participants. 

 


