
Supplementary Material  

Table S1. The searched syntax in each database . 

Syntax 

 

Results 

PubMed/MEDLINE 

 

 

 

((sclerosis AND multiple) OR (sclerosis AND disseminated) OR "disseminated sclerosis" OR "multiple sclerosis" OR "acute 

fulminating") 

AND 

(“slowly expanding lesion” OR “slowly expanding lesions” OR (“slowly expanding” AND lesion) OR (slowly AND 

“expanding lesion”) OR “slowly evolving lesion” OR “slowly evolving lesions” OR (“slowly evolving” AND lesion) OR 

(slowly AND “evolving lesions”) OR “smoldering lesion” OR “chronic active lesion” OR (“chronic active” AND lesion) OR 

(chronic AND “active lesion”) OR “chronic smoldering lesion” OR (“chronic smoldering” AND lesion) OR (chronic AND 

“smoldering lesion”) OR “lesion expansion” OR “slowly enlarging lesion” OR (“slowly enlarging” AND lesion) OR (slowly 

AND “enlarging lesion”) OR “iron rim lesion” OR (“iron rim” AND lesion) OR (iron AND “rim lesion”) OR “rim-positive 

lesion” OR “paramagnetic rim lesion” OR (“paramagnetic rim” AND lesion) OR (paramagnetic AND “rim lesion”) OR “rim-

negative lesion” OR “non-enhancing chronic lesion” OR (“non-enhancing chronic” AND lesion) OR (non-enhancing AND 

“chronic lesion”) OR “MRI-defined SEL” OR “persistent black hole” OR (“persistent black” AND hole) OR (persistent AND 

“black hole”)) 

476 

 

Scopus 

 

 

 

TITLE-ABS((sclerosis AND multiple) OR (sclerosis AND disseminated) OR "disseminated sclerosis" OR "multiple sclerosis" 

OR "acute fulminating") 

AND 

TITLE-ABS(“slowly expanding lesion” OR “slowly expanding lesions” OR (“slowly expanding” AND lesion) OR (slowly 

AND “expanding lesion”) OR “slowly evolving lesion” OR “slowly evolving lesions” OR (“slowly evolving” AND lesion) 

OR (slowly AND “evolving lesions”) OR “smoldering lesion” OR “chronic active lesion” OR (“chronic active” AND lesion) 

OR (chronic AND “active lesion”) OR “chronic smoldering lesion” OR (“chronic smoldering” AND lesion) OR (chronic AND 

“smoldering lesion”) OR “lesion expansion” OR “slowly enlarging lesion” OR (“slowly enlarging” AND lesion) OR (slowly 

AND “enlarging lesion”) OR “iron rim lesion” OR (“iron rim” AND lesion) OR (iron AND “rim lesion”) OR “rim-positive 

lesion” OR “paramagnetic rim lesion” OR (“paramagnetic rim” AND lesion) OR (paramagnetic AND “rim lesion”) OR “rim-

negative lesion” OR “non-enhancing chronic lesion” OR (“non-enhancing chronic” AND lesion) OR (non-enhancing AND 

“chronic lesion”) OR “MRI-defined SEL” OR “persistent black hole” OR (“persistent black” AND hole) OR (persistent AND 

“black hole”)) 

559 

Web of Science  



  

ALL=((sclerosis AND multiple) OR (sclerosis AND disseminated) OR "disseminated sclerosis" OR "multiple sclerosis" OR 

"acute fulminating") 

AND 

ALL=(“slowly expanding lesion” OR (“slowly expanding” AND lesion) OR (slowly AND “expanding lesion”) OR “slowly 

evolving lesion” OR (“slowly evolving” AND lesion) OR (slowly AND “evolving lesions”) OR “smoldering lesion” OR 

“chronic active lesion” OR (“chronic active” AND lesion) OR (chronic AND “active lesion”) OR “chronic smoldering lesion” 

OR (“chronic smoldering” AND lesion) OR (chronic AND “smoldering lesion”) OR “lesion expansion” OR “slowly enlarging 

lesion” OR (“slowly enlarging” AND lesion) OR (slowly AND “enlarging lesion”) OR “iron rim lesion” OR (“iron rim” AND 

lesion) OR (iron AND “rim lesion”) OR “rim-positive lesion” OR “paramagnetic rim lesion” OR (“paramagnetic rim” AND 

lesion) OR (paramagnetic AND “rim lesion”) OR “rim-negative lesion” OR “non-enhancing chronic lesion” OR (“non-

enhancing chronic” AND lesion) OR (non-enhancing AND “chronic lesion”) OR “MRI-defined SEL” OR “persistent black 

hole” OR (“persistent black” AND hole) OR (persistent AND “black hole”)) 

647 

Embase 

 

 

 

((sclerosis AND multiple) OR (sclerosis AND disseminated) OR 'disseminated sclerosis' OR 'multiple sclerosis' OR 'acute 

fulminating') 

AND 

('slowly expanding lesion' OR 'slowly expanding lesions' OR ('slowly expanding' AND lesion) OR (slowly AND 'expanding 

lesion') OR 'slowly evolving lesion' OR 'slowly evolving lesions' OR ('slowly evolving' AND lesion) OR (slowly AND 

'evolving lesions') OR 'smoldering lesion' OR 'chronic active lesion' OR ('chronic active' AND lesion) OR (chronic AND 

'active lesion') OR 'chronic smoldering lesion' OR ('chronic smoldering' AND lesion) OR (chronic AND 'smoldering lesion') 

OR 'lesion expansion' OR 'slowly enlarging lesion' OR ('slowly enlarging' AND lesion) OR (slowly AND 'enlarging lesion') 

OR 'iron rim lesion' OR ('iron rim' AND lesion) OR (iron AND 'rim lesion') OR 'rim-positive lesion' OR 'paramagnetic rim 

lesion' OR ('paramagnetic rim' AND lesion) OR (paramagnetic AND 'rim lesion') OR 'rim-negative lesion' OR 'non-enhancing 

chronic lesion' OR ('non-enhancing chronic' AND lesion) OR (non-enhancing AND 'chronic lesion') OR 'MRI-defined SEL' 

OR 'persistent black hole' OR ('persistent black' AND hole) OR (persistent AND 'black hole')) 

701 

 


