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Request for Participation in a Study on Place
Attachment in Shimokitazawa

Thank you for participating in this survey.

This survey is conducted as part of the study “Formation Processes of Place Attachment among
Multiple User Groups in the Shimokitazawa Area.” The study aims to clarify the process through
which place attachment is formed and to explore directions for spatial design that may foster place
attachment.

After valid responses have been confirmed, the first 200 respondents will receive a 500-yen Amazon
gift card as a token of appreciation. (Early deadline: August 30, 2025; final deadline: September 10,
2025. Gift cards will be sent by email within three days after each deadline.) Each person may submit
only one response.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.

Protection of Personal Information

We will give full consideration to participants’ privacy. Survey data will be stored securely and will not
be used for purposes other than research. Information obtained through the survey will be reported in a
form that does not identify individual respondents.

If you have any questions, please contact the researcher at the address below.

Researcher:

Laboratory of Garden Design, Graduate School of Horticulture, Chiba University (Supervisor:
Professor Shiro Takeda)

Second-year doctoral student: Jingyi Yin

Email: yjykpm7718@gmail.com

Part 1. Questions about the Respondent

Please answer the following questions concerning your personal attributes, relationship with the
Shimokitazawa area, and landscape preferences.

Q1. Please enter your name.

Q2. Please select your gender.
1. Male

2. Female

3. Other

Q3. Please indicate your age group. (e.g., 20s, 50s)

Q4. Please select the category that best describes your employment status.
. Company employee / corporate executive

. Public servant / organization employee

. Self-employed / independent business owner

. Part-time employee

. Homemaker (full-time) or assisting with household work

. Student

. Unemployed

. Retired

. Other ( )
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Q5. If you belong to a local community group or organization, please enter the name(s) of the
group(s) or organization(s).

This includes neighborhood associations, residents’ associations, volunteer groups, NPOs, and other
organizations involved in local community activities. If you belong to multiple organizations, please
list up to three principal organizations.


mailto:yjykpm7718@gmail.com

Q6. Please select the option that best describes your relationship with the Shimokitazawa area.
If more than one option applies, please select the one representing the longest duration of involvement.
1. Born and raised in Shimokitazawa

. Have lived in Shimokitazawa for more than 10 years

. Have lived in Shimokitazawa for less than 10 years

. Have worked in Shimokitazawa for more than 10 years

. Have worked in Shimokitazawa for less than 10 years

. Frequently visit Shimokitazawa

. Occasionally visit Shimokitazawa / first-time visitor

. Other ( )
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Q7. Please select the area in Shimokitazawa where you live (for residents), or the area you visit
most frequently (for visitors).

As shown in the figure in the original questionnaire, the study area extends approximately 1 km from
Shimokitazawa Station and is divided by the Keio Inokashira Line into the Southwest Area and the
Northeast Area.

This survey evaluates “Shimokitazawa as a whole,” the “Northeast Area,” and the “Southwest Area”
separately in order to compare place attachment formation processes between a familiar area and a less
familiar area.

1. Southwest Area (toward Setagaya-Daita Station, including Nohara Plaza, Rain Garden Plaza,
BONUS TRACK, etc.)

2. Northeast Area (toward Higashi-Kitazawa Station, including the station-front plaza, Shimokitazawa
Senrogai Open Space, reload, etc.)

[Study-area map: see the corresponding figure in the original Japanese questionnaire.]

Q8. Do you feel attached to Shimokitazawa as a whole and to each of the two areas? Please enter
the corresponding number in the table.

Evaluation Area Rating Response Scale
Shimokitazawa as a Whole 1. Feel very strongly
Southwest Area 2. Somewhat feel
Northeast Area 3. Neither / neutral
4. Do not feel very much
5. Do not feel at all

Q9. Please briefly explain why you do or do not feel attached, based on your responses to Q8.

Q10. Regardless of Shimokitazawa, please select the type of landscape to which you generally feel
the strongest attachment.

1. Urban scenery with high-rise buildings and office towers

. Urban scenery with residential areas and commercial streets

. Informal streetscape with weeds and wild plants along the roadside

. Waterside scenery such as rivers

. Rural landscape with open fields

. Satoyama landscape with mountains and woodlands

. Other ( )
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Part 2. Spatial Impressions
Please indicate your spatial impressions of Shimokitazawa as a whole, the Southwest Area, and the

Northeast Area. (Please refer to the map in Q7 for the area divisions.)

including lighting, sounds,
and smells, is pleasant.

Evaluation Item Shimokitazawa as | Southwest | Northeast | Response

a Whole Area Area Scale
The location is good and
public transportation is
convenient. 1. Strongly
The maze-like alleys and the disagree
mixture of old and modern 2. Somewhat
buildings are attractive. disagree
It is good that there are a 3. Neither
variety of shops and public agree nor
facilities. disagree
Views such as Mt. Fuji and 4. Somewhat
greenery within the town are agree
attractive. 5. Strongly
The sensory environment, agree

Part 3. Daily Activities

Please indicate how frequently you engage in the following daily activities in Shimokitazawa as a
whole, the Southwest Area, and the Northeast Area. Please refer to your activities during the past year.

Type of Activity Shimokitazawa as | Southwest | Northeast | Response

a Whole Area Area Scale
Conversation and social
interaction with other people 1. Almost
Resting, walking, and exercise never
Eating, drinking, and shopping 2. About 1-3
Work and study (including times per year
when the area is not your 3. About 1-3
regular workplace or place of times per
study) month
Participation in or observation 4. About 1-2
of events (e.g., Senro-sai) times per
Community-based activities week
(e.g., environmental 5. Almost
maintenance and event every day
management)

Part 4. Experiential Impressions
Please indicate your experiential impressions of Shimokitazawa as a whole, the Southwest Area, and

the Northeast Area.

Evaluation Item Shimokitazawa as | Southwest Northeast Response
a Whole Area Area Scale

There are diverse sensory 1. Strongly
experiences involving the disagree
five senses. 2. Somewhat
I can enjoy a variety of disagree
cultures and hobbies. 3. Neither
I can meet interesting and agree nor
pleasant people. disagree

I perceive unique
characteristics in the area.

4. Somewhat
agree




Evaluation Item Shimokitazawa as | Southwest | Northeast | Response
a Whole Area Area Scale

I can perceive the history 5. Strongly

and changes of the area. agree

I feel that the area is well
known.

I would like to recommend
that others visit the area.

Part 5. Place Attachment Evaluation
Please indicate your place attachment to Shimokitazawa as a whole, the Southwest Area, and the

Northeast Area.

Evaluation Item

Shimokitazawa
as a Whole

Southwest
Area

Northeast
Area

Response Scale

I think it is a comfortable
place to live.

I have favorite places here.

It feels pleasant to walk
here.

I can relax here.

I like the atmosphere and
character of the area.

I like this place.

I consider this place
important to me.

I feel attached to this place.

I feel that I have a place
where I belong here.

I would like to live here / I
would like to continue living
here.

I feel that this is my town.

There are things here that I
hope will never change.

There are things here that I
would be sad to lose.

1. Strongly
disagree

2. Somewhat
disagree

3. Neither agree
nor disagree

4. Somewhat
agree

5. Strongly agree

Part 6. Comments and Feedback

Q1. After valid responses have been confirmed, the first 200 respondents will receive a 500-yen
Amazon gift card by email as a token of appreciation.
Early deadline: August 30; final deadline: September 10. Gift cards will be sent by email within three
days after each deadline. Each person may submit only one response.

Please enter the email address at which you would like to receive the gift card.

Q2. If you have any comments or feedback regarding this survey, please enter them below.
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