
PRISMA 2020 flow diagram for new systematic reviews which included searches of databases, registers and other sources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Consider, if feasible to do so, reporting the number of records identified from each database or register searched (rather than the total number across all databases/registers). 
**If automation tools were used, indicate how many records were excluded by a human and how many were excluded by automation tools. 

From:  Page MJ, McKenzie JE, Bossuyt PM, Boutron I, Hoffmann TC, Mulrow CD, et al. The PRISMA 2020 statement: an updated guideline for reporting systematic reviews. BMJ 2021;372:n71. 
doi: 10.1136/bmj.n71. For more information, visit: http://www.prisma-statement.org/ 

Records identified from*: 
Databases (n = 970) 
Cochrane (n = 47) 
Medline (n = 256) 
Embase (n = 218) 
PsychInfo (n = 1) 
Scopus (n = 448) 

Records removed before 
screening: 

Duplicate records removed  
(n = 297) 
 

Records screened 
(n = 673) 

Records excluded** 
(n = 626) 

Reports sought for retrieval 
(n = 47) 

Reports not retrieved 
(n = 0) 

Reports assessed for eligibility 
(n = 47) 

Reports excluded: 
Not relevant to question (n = 9) 
No primary data (n = 3) 
Expert opinion piece (n = 4) 
Review of existing literature (n = 
1) 
Technical proposal (n = 2) 
Reply to study (n = 1) 
Study reflected in later revision (n 
= 3) 
No English translation (n = 1) 
 

Records identified from: 
Citation searching (n = 3) 

Reports assessed for eligibility 
(n = 3) 

 
Reports excluded (n = 0) 

 

Studies included in review 
(n = 26) 
Reports of included studies 
(n = 26) 

Identification of studies via databases and registers Identification of studies via other methods 
Id

en
tif

ic
at

io
n 

Sc
re

en
in

g 
 

In
cl

ud
ed

 

Reports sought for retrieval 
(n = 3) 

Reports not retrieved 
(n = 0) 


