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Figure S1. High magnification of different organization and structure of auto-produced 

ECM in 3D CRC Day4 µTs and 3D Stroma µTs; scale bar 40 µm. 
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Figure S2. Absence of selective cytotoxic effect of 5-FU between less invasive colon can-

cer cells (Caco2) and more invasive cancer cells (HCT-116) in 2D in vitro cell cultures. 

Caco2 and HCT-116 were treated with different 5-FU concentrations and MTT anal-

yses were carried out after 24 h, 48 h and 72 h of treatments. All the experiments were 

performed in triplicate (n = 3), values represent the mean and mean-standard error. 
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Figure S3. Synergistic effects of CT-NE-Curc and 5-FU 10 µM and 100 µM in 2D in vitro 

colon cancer cell cultures. Caco2 and HCT-116 cells were pre-treated with CT-NE-

Curc for 2 h and then treated with 5-FU 10 µM and 100 µM. MTT analyses were car-

ried out after 24 h, 48 h and 72 h of treatments. All the experiments were performed in 

triplicate (n = 3), values represent the mean and mean-standard error.
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Figure S4:  A schematic diagram of the sequence of steps for 3D µTs fabrication. (A) 3D CRC Day0 µTs production; (B) 3D Stroma 

µTs and 3D CRC Day 4 w or w/o µTs production; (C) 3D HCT-116 µTs production. Normal fibroblasts (NFs); Gelatin porous mi-

crobeads (GPMs); Ascorbic Acid (AA); 3D CRC Day4 µTs with Ascorbic Acid (w A) and 3D CRC Day4 without Ascorbic acid (w/o 

AA); Green Fluorescent Protein (GFP); Second Harmonic Generation (SHG). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


