
Supplemental Figure S1: Mice’s fur is degraded after a chronic exposure to 

corticosterone. Corticosterone was delivered in drinking water and the state of fur was 

evaluated every week for ten weeks (A). On week 10, the score is significantly higher in the 

CORT treated animal compared to VEH treated indicating a depressive effect of the chronic 

exposure to CORT (B). Student t-test: ***p<0.001: statistically different as indicated. 

 

***



Methods: Biochemical Assays. Blood sampling was performed on mice that were not tested 

in behavioral procedures to avoid the influence of acute stress on the analysis. For the 

assessment of blood corticosterone levels, blood from CORT mice treated with the Cx blocker 

carbenoxolone (CBX) or its vehicle was drawn from the tip of the tail vein at 9 am. 

Corticosterone was quantified using an ELISA kit (Arbor Assays). 

 

Supplemental Figure S2: Effect of the Connexins blocker carbenoxolone on plasma 

corticosterone levels. Data are means ± SEM of plasma corticosterone levels (ng/ml) after 

chronic treatment with carbenoxolone (CBX) or its vehicle in corticosterone (CORT) exposed 

mice. blood corticosterone was measured using an ELISA kit. Student t-test: ns: not 

statistically different.  
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