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1. Introduce TimeMapper 

TimeMapper is an open source web-based tool that lets you create elegant and embeddable time 
maps from spreadsheets. A time map created with TimeMapper has three major components. First 
component is the main window where texts, images and other media can be displayed (top left part 
of the above figure). Second component is the timeline shown in the bottom left part of the figure. 
The right side of the figure is the last component, a geomap. The three components are interrelated, 
actions on any component will lead to the reactions on other two components. For example, click on 
any location icon on the geomap, the timeline and the main window will change to the content 
relevant to the location.  

2. Get started with TimeMapper 
 

2.1 Create a Spreadsheet 
2.1.1 TimeMapper projects are generated from Google Sheets. Each item on a 

time map – an event, an individual, or anything else associated with a location and 
time, is a spreadsheet row. To create a time map in TimeMapper, you’ll need a 
google account. Register here if you haven’t got one.   
 

2.1.2 Download the TimeMapper template from here. The template contains all 
the columns that TimeMapper understands, but you don’t have to use all of the 
columns. The required columns for each item are a Title and a Description for 
displaying on the main window, a Start date for generating the timeline, and a 
Location containing geographical coordinates for the geomap.  
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2.1.3 The first row of cells explains what each of the columns means, once familiar, 
you can delete the example rows and start to put in your data. To be able edit the 
template, you need to save a copy to your own google drive or local drive. Click on 
File/Make a copy, give it a name and save to your drive. 
 

    
 

2.1.4 Open the data file Explorations in Australia.xlsx. Extract the relevant 
columns into your downloaded TimeMapper template. The Tag field includes the 
date info that can be put in the Start column, and the Location field can be put in the 
Location column. To fill in the Description column, go to the original journal and 
extract the journal content to each row.   
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2.1.5 Copy the following text into the Source column: 
Explorations in Australia - Chapter 2. FIRST EXPEDITION IN SEARCH OF LEICHARDT. 
 

2.1.6 The Title column includes the day of the journal and place name extracted in 
the original text (QUOTE_TRANSCRIPTION filed), followed by the place name 
recorded in the gazetteer closed in a bracket (VOCAB_LABEL field). Edit each row 
separately.  
 

2.1.7 Copy the following link into the first row of the Media column. It displays 
John Forrest’s portrait next to the text in the first page.   
http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks/e00051-images/forrest1.jpg 
 
Copy the text “LONDON: GILBERT AND RIVINGTON, PRINTERS, ST JOHN'S 
SQUARE.” into the first row of the Media Caption column. It creates a caption 
under the image.  
And copy the text “London: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, LOW, & SEARLE, 
CROWN BUILDINGS, 188, FLEET STREET.1875” into the first row of the Media 
Credit column.  

 

2.1.8 Copy the following link into the first row of the Web Page column. It creates 
a link under the displayed title which can direct you to the original text.  

http://gutenberg.net.au/ebooks/e00051.html 
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2.2 Once finished, input your data into the template and happy with it, publish it to the web. Go 
to File/Publish to the web and hit Start publishing.  

        

2.3 Click on the green Share button in the top right corner. And change the 
share setting by clicking on Change to anyone the with link.  Copy the link on the pop-up 
window. 

 

 

3. Create a time map in TimeMapper 

3.1 Click on the link here to go to TimeMapper website. You’ll need a twitter account to login. 

Once you login, click on the  button to start creating a 
time map.  
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3.2 Under the Data Source field, paste the link that you have copied in step 2.3 into the red area. 
The blue areas will be automatically populated once you pasted in the document link. Editing 
them if you wish. The green areas are also populated as default settings, keep the settings. 
And hit the Publish button.  

 

 

Note: All data has been pre-prepared in GoogleSpreadsheet.xlsx file.  


