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Figure S1. Summary with information on limitations and positive intervention findings. The 
four versions of the summary were two page long, but participants simply had to scroll down 
the page to view the second page. Both pages of the summary were presented on the same page 
on the survey platform. 



   

Table S1. Survey questions 

Question Purpose of the question 
What is the highest you have achieved? 
• High school (Not eligible to answer the questionnaire) 
• Bachelors 
• Masters 
• PhD 

Eligibility & control 
variable ‘Education 
level’. Also used to 
perform randomization 
check.  

Are you color-blind? In other words, do you have 
difficulty seeing colors? 
• Yes [Not eligible to answer the questionnaire] 
• No 

Eligibility 

Please indicate to what extent you agree with the following 
statements: 
• The findings reported in the document are not really 

definitive 
• Based on this document, our understanding of bicycle 

helmet legislation is incomplete 
• The document is conclusive [reversed item] 
• The findings reported in the document are reliable 

[reversed item] 
• The document provides a strong basis for deciding 

whether or not to adopt bicycle helmet legislation in the 
future [reversed item] 

• The findings reported in the document should only be 
considered preliminary 

Outcome variable: 
Perceived tentativeness  

Please indicate to what extent you agree with the following 
statements:   
• A bicycle helmet legislation is promising 
• A bicycle helmet legislation is risky [reversed item] 
• A bicycle helmet legislation is certainly helpful 
• The risks related to bicycle helmet legislation are greater 

than the benefits [reversed item] 
• If a loved one had a need for which bicycle helmet 

legislation is one of the solutions, I would like him or her 
to benefit from it 

• If I had a need for which this bicycle helmet legislation is 
one of the solutions, I would like to benefit from it 

• I find concerning the idea of implementing bicycle 
helmet legislation [reversed item] 

Outcome variable: 
Attitude toward helmet 
legislation 

Below you will find the document you have read divided 
into ten parts. Please rank the three parts from 1 (the 
most helpful to answer the questions you have just 
answered after reading the document) to 3 (the third most 
helpful to answer the questions you have just answered 
after reading the document). 

Explore which part of 
the summary captured 
the most attention 
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Over the last 12 months, about how often did you ride a 
bicycle? 
• Daily (multiple times a day, most days in the last 12 

months) 
• Weekly (multiple times a week, most weeks in the last 12 

months) 
• Monthly (from time to time, most months in the last 12 

months) 
• Quarterly (a few times during the last 12 months) 
• Yearly (only once during the last 12 months) 
• Never 

Question used to create 
the helmet use variable 
to test the fourth set of 
hypotheses 

Over the last 12 months, how often did you wear a helmet 
when riding a bicycle? 
• Always wore a helmet 
• More than half of the time 
• About half of the time 
• Less than half of the time 
• Never wore a helmet 

Question used to create 
the helmet use variable 
to test the fourth set of 
hypotheses 

Is bicycle helmet legislation in your field of professional 
expertise?  
• Yes 
• No 

Question used to 
measure the variable 
self-reported expertise to 
test the third set of 
hypotheses 

What sex were you assigned at birth? 
• Male 
• Female 
• Intersex 
• Pref not to answer 

Control variable entered 
in regression models for 
testing the third and 
fourth sets of 
hypotheses. Also used to 
perform randomization 
check. 

Which age group do you fall into? 
• Less than 18 years old 
• Between 18 and 24 years old 
• Between 25 and 34 years old 
• Between 35 and 44 years old 
• Between 45 and 54 years old 
• Between 55 and 64 years old 
• Between 65 and 74 years old 
• Between 75 and 84 years old 
• 85+ years old 

Control variable entered 
in regression models for 
testing the third and 
fourth sets of 
hypotheses. Also used to 
perform randomization 
check. 

 



   

Table S2. Randomization check for the factor measuring exposition vs. non-exposition to information about limitations 

Variable Levels n Summary 
without the 
section on 
limitations 

% Summary 
without the 
section on 
limitations 

n Summary 
with the section 
on limitations 

% Summary 
with the 

section on 
limitations 

n All % all 

Expertise No 109 83.2 107 83.6 216 83.4 
 Yes 22 16.8 21 16.4 43 16.6 
p = 1.00 all 131 100 128 100 259 100 
Helmet use Never used a bike 50 38.2 38 29.7 88 34.0 
 Never wore a helmet 21 16.0 18 14.1 39 15.1 
 Wore it sporadically 24 18.3 30 23.4 54 20.9 
 Has always worn it 36 27.5 42 32.8 78 30.1 
p = 0.40 all 131 100 128 100 259 100 
Education Bachelor 80 61.1 80 62.5 160 61.8 
 Master or PhD 51 38.9 48 37.5 99 38.2 
p = 0.91 all 131 100 128 100 259 100 
Sex Male 64 49.6 61 47.7 125 48.6 
 Female 65 50.4 67 52.3 132 51.4 
p = 0.85 all 129 100 128 100 257 100 
Age 18-34 33 25.2 39 30.5 72 27.8 

 35-54 49 37.4 53 41.4 102 39.4 
 55-74 44 33.6 30 23.4 74 28.6 
 75+ 5 3.8 6 4.7 11 4.2 

p = 0.34 all 131 100 128 100 259 100 
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Table S3. Randomization check for the factor measuring exposition vs. non-exposition to positive intervention findings 

Variable Levels n Summary 
with non-
significant 
findings 

% Summary 
with non-
significant 
findings 

n Summary 
with positive 

findings 

% Summary 
with positive 

findings 

n All % 
all 

Expertise No 109 82.0 107 84.9 216 83.4 
 Yes 24 18.0 19 15.1 43 16.6 
p = 0.64 all 133 100 126 100 259 100 
Helmet use Never used a bike 48 36.1 40 31.8 88 34.0 
 Never wore a helmet 24 18.1 15 11.9 39 15.1 
 Wore it sporadically 19 14.3 35 27.8 54 20.9 
 Has always worn it 42 31.6 36 28.6 78 30.1 
p = 0.05 all 133 100 126 100 259 100 
Education Bachelor 82 61.6 78 61.9 160 61.8 
 Master or PhD 51 38.4 48 38.1 99 38.2 
p = 1.00 all 133 100 126 100 259 100 
Sex Male 61 46.2 64 51.2 125 48.6 
 Female 71 53.8 61 48.8 132 51.4 
p = 0.50 all 132 100 125 100 257 100 
Age 18-34 32 24.1 40 31.8 72 27.8 

 35-54 52 39.1 50 39.7 102 39.4 
 55-74 44 33.1 30 23.8 74 28.6 
 75+ 5 3.8 6 4.8 11 4.2 

p = 0.34 all 133 100 126 100 259 100 

 


