
Figure S1. Search terms and PRISMA diagram 

"roaming dog" OR "stray dog" OR "feral dog " OR "wild dog " OR "camp dog" OR "community dog"  

01/01/1990 to 31/12/2019. English Language, Region=Australia, Newspapers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Proquest n= 1,038 FACTIVA n= 2,374  

Excluded Articles n= 1,770 based on the following criteria   

- duplicate articles  

- incomplete articles (e.g headlines only)   

- no explicit dialogue of focal dog related issues  

- Government budgetary or planning articles 

- meeting/committee/community announcements   

 

 Results 

n=1,642 

Combined Database search results  

n= 3,412 

A second exclusion criteria was developed to exclude n=1,247 articles related to  

- wild dog control actions e.g baiting, fencing, funding 1,140 

-Solely environmental/ecological issues n=6 

- Other Issues – e.g wild dog definition/history debates n=101 

 

 

 

   
Final sample of articles  

n=348 



Table S1: Key features of reports of the public health impacts of free-living dogs in Australian newspapers 

Reported Public Health 

Impact 

Number of 

reports 

Most frequent media 

source  

Category of dog most 

frequently implicated*  

Most frequently 

reported setting 

Attacks on humans by 

free-living dogs  

80 of 348 

articles 

 38 reports in 

local/regional 

newspapers 

 30 reports in 

provincial newspapers  

 12 reports in 

national media  

 Wild dogs (45) 

 Roaming/Stray dogs 

(14) 

 Community/Camp 

dogs (6) 

 Feral dogs (5) 

Urban and peri-urban 

areas 

Emotional impacts of wild 

dog attacks on livestock 

and pet animals 

203 of 348 

articles 

 123 reports in 

local/regional 

newspapers 

 8 reports in 

provincial newspapers  

 72 reports in 

national media 

 Wild dogs (179) 

 Roaming/Stray dogs 

(28) 

 Feral dog (15) 

 Community/Camp 

dogs (3) 

 Attacks on 

livestock in rural and 

remote areas.  

 Attacks on pets 

in urban areas 

Unrestrained dogs 

threaten or scare humans 

128 of 348 

articles 

 77 reports in 

local/regional 

newspapers 

 35 reports in 

provincial newspapers  

 14 reports in 

national media 

 Wild dogs (100) 

 Roaming/Stray dogs 

(17) 

 Feral dogs (14) 

 Community/Camp 

dogs (5) 

Occurs in all settings  

Zoonotic risks to humans 

from free-living dogs 

21 of 348 

articles 

 17 reports in 

local/regional 

newspapers 

 2 reports in 

provincial newspapers  

 2 reports in 

national media 

 Wild dogs (18) 

 Community/Camp 

dogs (5) 

Mainly peri-urban areas; 

some in First Nations’ 

communities 

Public health impacts on 

Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Island peoples 

23 of 348 

articles 

 12 reports in 

local/regional 

newspapers 

 5 reports in 

provincial newspapers  

 7 reports in 

national media 

 Community/camp  

dogs (23) 

First Nations’ 

communities 

* An article can mention more than one type of dog 

 

 

 


