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Supplementary Table S1. Species which are readily separated where they co-occur but may not be 
otherwise. 

 

      
Acanthastrea bowerbanki - A. hillae  Acropora tortuosa - A. horrida 

Acanthastrea echinata - A. subechinata  Acropora tutuilensis - A. abrotanoides 
Acropora floresensis - A. acuminata  Acropora wallaceae - A. samoensis 

Acropora appressa - A. dendrum  Agaricia grahamae - A. lamarcki - A. agaricites 
Acropora azurea - A. nana  Astreopora suggesta - A. gracilis 

Acropora akajimensis - A. donei  Astraeosmilia vietnamensis - A. maxima 
Acropora schmitti - A. digitifera  Blastomussa loyae - B. merleti 
Acropora japonica - A. digitifera  Diploria strigosa - D. clivosa 

Acropora efflorescens - A. cytherea  Galaxea lawisiana - G. fascicularis 
Acropora eurystoma - A. tenuis  Isopora elizabethensis - I. palifera 

Acropora bifurcata - A. hyacinthus  Isopora palifera - I. cuneata 
Acropora exquisita - A. akajimensis  Acropora meridiana - Isopora brueggemanni 

Acropora fenneri - A. horrida  Leptastrea pruinosa - L. purpurea 
Acropora lianae - A. valida  Leptastrea transversa - L. purpurea 

Acropora navini - A. longicyathus Lobophyllia hemprichii - L. robusta 
Acropora minuta - A. palmerae Montipora delicatula - M. foliosa 

Acropora parilis - A. horrida  Montipora confusa - M. undata 
Acropora pinguis - A. robusta  Orbicella species from each-other 

Acropora orbicularis - A. clathrata  Oulophyllia crispa - O. levis 
Acropora parahemprichii - A. austera  Pocillopora setchelli - P. kelleheri 

Acropora rosaria - A. loripes  Pocillopora brevicornis - P. damicornis 
Acropora rufa - A. variolosa  Pocillopora acuta - P. damicornis 

Acropora sekiseiensis - A. horrida  Pocillopora capitata - P. elegans 
Acropora subulata - A. lamarcki  Pocillopora woodjonesi - P. grandis 

Acropora massawensis - A. polystoma  Pocillopora verrucosa - P. meandrina 
Acropora ocellata - A. lutkeni  Porites divaricata – P. porites 
Acropora tizardi - A. cerealis  Seriatopora caliendrum - S. hystrix 

Acropora torresiana - A. samoensis    
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Supplementary Table S2. Records of Acropora hyacinthus from the Western and central Indian Ocean. 
 

Regions of the Western - 
Central Indian Ocean 

Authors  

Red Sea Scheer and Pillai (1983) [1]; Sheppard (1987) [2]; Sheppard and 
Sheppard (1991) [3]; Riegl and Velimirov (1994) [4]; Abo-Hegab, 
Mikhail and Ammar (1999) [5]; Turak, Brodie and DeVantier (2007) 
[6]; Wallace (1999) [7]; Wallace, Done and Muir (2012) [8]; Berumen, 
Arrigoni, Bouwmeester et al. (2019) [9] 

Gulf of Aden and southern 
Arabia 

Sheppard and Sheppard (1991) [3]; Pichon, Benzoni, Chaineau et al. 
(2010) [10]; Obura (2012) [11] and pers. comm. 

Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania 
and Mozambique 

Wijsman-Best, Faure and Pichon (1980) [12]; Hamilton and Brakel 
(1984) [13]; Sheppard (1987) [2]; Carbone, Matteucci, Rosen et al. 
(1994) [14]; Riegl (1995b, 1996a) [15,16]; Obura (2012) [11]; Wallace 
et al. (2012) [8]; Veron unpubl. 

Seychelles and Comoros 
and Mayotte 

Wijsman-Best, Faure and Pichon (1980) [12]; Latypov (2009) [17]; 
Obura (2012) [11]; Wallace et al. (2012) [8] 

Madagascar Pichon (1978) [18]; Sheppard (1987) [2]; Obura (2012) [11]; Veron and 
Turak (2005) [19]; Chabanet, Bigot, Nicet et al. (2016) [20]  

Mascarene Islands Faure (1982) [21]; Pillay, Terashima, Venkatasami et al. (2002) [22]; 
Faure, Pichon and Geynet (2008) [23]; Wallace et al. (2012) [8]; 
Chabanet, Bigot, Nicet et al. (2016) [20]; Obura (2012) [11] 

Lakshadweep, Maldives 
and Chagos 

Pillai (1971, 1972, 1983) [24-26]; Pillai and Scheer (1976) [27]; Pillai 
and Jasmine (1989) [28]; Ciarapica and Passeri (1993) [29]; Sheppard 
(1999) [30]; Venkataraman et al. (2003) [31]; Pichon and Benzoni 
(2007) [32]; Sreenath, Jasmine, George et al. (2015) [33]; Obura (2012) 
[11] 

India and Sri Lanka Pillai (1971, 1972, 1973, 1983, 1986) [24-26,34,35]; Mergner and Scheer 
(1974) [36]; Pillai and Jasmine (1995) [37]; Venkataraman et al. (2003) 
[31]; Marimuthu et al. (2010) [38]; Wallace et al. (2012) [8] 

Cocos Keeling Islands Veron (1994) [39] 
South Africa Riegl (1995, 1996) [15,16] 
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Supplementary Table S3. Species in CoralsOfTheWorld.org (2016, 2026 in prep.) which are also used, 
albeit several with different generic names, in molecular studies. Names of each genus are given at 
first occurrence. 
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Supplementary Figure S1: Plates I-IV illustrating variation in Acropora florida 

 

 

Supplementary Figure S1, Plate I. Illustrations of a range of colony morphologies exhibited by 
Acropora florida. (A) Philippines; (B, D) Palau; (C) Solomon Islands; (E, G) Bali; (F, H) Brunei. 
Photographs: E. Turak, (F) L. DeVantier. Despite the broad range in colony forms, corallites are 
characteristic of A. florida. 
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Supplementary Figure S1. Plate II. 
Illustrations of a range of stout upward 
branching colony morphologies 
exhibited by Acropora florida. These 
colony forms often, although not 
exclusively, occur on shallow reef 
slopes. (A, B) Philippines; (C) Palau; (D) 
Coral Sea; (E) Indonesia; (F, G) 
Solomon Islands. Photographs: E. 
Turak. 
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Supplementary Figure S1, Plate III. Illustrations of a range of flattened branching colony 
morphologies exhibited by Acropora florida. (A,F) Philippines; (B-E,G-I) Brunei. The flattened 
forms often, although not exclusively, occur in biotopes of low illumination, as for example with 
increasing depth, turbidity or chlorophyll. Photographs: E. Turak. 
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Supplementary Figure S1, Plate IV. 
Illustrations of colony morphologies 
exhibited by putative Acropora florida 
hybrids. (A, B) Brunei; (C) Coral Sea. 
Corallite form appears intermediate 
between A. florida and (A) A. plumosa, (B) 
A. samoensis, and (C) A. intermedia. 
Photographs: (A) L. DeVantier; (B, C) E. 
Turak.  
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Supplementary Figure S2. Micromussa amakusensis specimens from widespread 
locations across its Indo-west Pacific distribution range, illustrating the wide 
variety in corallite form. Some of the illustrated variation is also found within 
individual colonies. Despite skeletal variability, living corals are readily 
identifiable. The holotype and paratype of Micromussa indiana and holotype of 
Micromussa amakusensis are included. Photographs: M. indiana holotype courtesy 
MNHN, M. indiana paratype modified from Arrigoni et al. (2016) [1]. M. amakusensis 
holotype J. Veron; Brunei image E. Turak; all other photographs E. Turak, courtesy 
QMT. Scale bar 10mm. For additional illustrations, see CoralsOfTheWorld.org [2]. 

Micromussa amakusensis 
holotype, Japan 

Japan 

Vanuatu 

Great Barrier Reef 

Indonesia 

Brunei 

Micromussa indiana holotype, 
Gulf of Aden 

Yemen Red Sea 

Socotra 

Madagascar 

Micromussa indiana paratype, 
Socotra 
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