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Protocol deviations 
The following post-hoc deviations from the original protocol should be acknowl-

edged: 
The study was originally designed as a multicenter study (5 centers) based on local 

data of ceftaroline consumption. Owing to the increased burden of clinical duties conse-
quent to the COVID-19 pandemic, the other 4 centers were eventually unable to complete 
ethics approval procedures and/or providing data. Nonetheless, data from the promoting 
center was ultimately sufficient to reach the predefined sample size of 200 patients 

Among secondary analyses listed in the original protocol was the assessment of fac-
tors associated with use of ceftaroline in combination with other anti-MRSA (methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus aureus) agents; however, this analysis was eventually not con-
ducted owing to the low number of patients receiving ceftaroline in combination with 
other anti-MRSA agents (see study results). 


