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IJOM PURPOSE 

The International Journal of Orofacial Myology is published by the International 
Association of Orofacial Myology whose purpose is to encourage the scientific study 

of orofacial myofunctional disorders, provide information and training to 
professionals and to encourage sharing and cooperation across disciplines involved 

in orofacial myofunctional treatment (IJOM, 1989) 

ABSTRACT 
This article presents an historical account of the International Journal of Orofacial Myology from its 
inception to the present. Highlights from individuals involved and perspectives are included. 

WHERE DO WE BEGIN? 
As we celebrate the fortieth birthday of the International Journal of Orofacial Myology, let us look back 
at not only where we came from, but also at the mission and goals our predecessors envisioned. In 
preparation for this manuscript, the author interviewed Marvin Hanson in 2012 at the IAOM 
Albuquerque Convention. Hanson is one of the Founding Fathers of IAOM and the first Associate 
Editor. Insights provided by Hanson will be interspersed throughout this article. 

INCEPTION AND PHILOSOPHY OF THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ORAL 
MYOLOGY: Highlights Over The Years 
In 1972, at the second meeting of the American Association of Oral Myofunctional Therapy, Marvin 
Hanson suggested the name of the organization be changed to The International Association of Oral 
Myofunctional Therapy. Only three years after the founding of the IAOM, in 1975, the first issue of 
what was originally called 'The International Journal of Oral Myology' (IJOM) was published. 

Mills: What about protocol? How was the determination made about accepting an article for 
publication? 
Hanson: "The early editorial staff did discuss every issue and make sure everything was relevant -
all had to agree before it was published. At the beginning, as now, several articles would be sent out 
to several people to review before being published" (M. Hanson, personal communication, 2012). 

Robertson (1975a) wrote the first editorial regarding the inception of the IJOM, expressing the hopes, 
dreams, and goals of the journal. Excerpts from Robertson's editorial are provided: 

This journal hopes to provide a library for those pursuing information in myo facial problems 
and also provide a more direct link between the International Association of Oral Myology and 
its members. As many are well aware, there are people doing "myo-functional" work 
everywhere and until the International Association, there were no qualifications for providing 
such service or guidelines. I am very proud to be the Editor of a very important journal and 
also a member of a professional association that will put oral muscle work in its proper 
perspective; without "grandstanding" or "comrnercialization" .... Within the area of oral 
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