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Abstract

Landslides, as a natural hazard, pose a potential risk to human life and infrastructure.
However, predicting and mitigating landslide susceptibility is challenging due to the
complexity of contributing factors, such as slope, groundwater level, earthquakes, and
vegetation. This study aims to develop a GraphSAGE-Graph Attention Network
(GraphSAGE-GAT) and Best-Worst Method (BWM) for predicting landslides and gener-
ating landslide susceptibility maps (LSMs) in Savadkouh County (northern Iran). For this
purpose, twelve conditioning factors relevant to LSMs were considered: slope, faults, pre-
cipitation, vegetation, soil, watercourses, roads, cities, villages, elevation, and tempera-
ture. Receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curves were used to evaluate model perfor-
mance based on the number of events in the landslide susceptibility classes, as well as the
Precision-Threshold curve, Recall, Precision, and Specificity across all possible thresh-
olds. The most important factor in the BWM was slope, with 22.63%. By combining
weights and layers in GIS, LSMs were generated using both BWM and GraphSAGE-GAT.
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1. Introduction

Landslides cause serious damage every day and directly threaten human lives [1].
Landslides result in billions of dollars in damage and fatalities, including economic losses
and numerous casualties annually [2,3]. Landslides are becoming more frequent and de-
structive due to extreme weather events, natural disasters, and the impacts of anthropo-
genic disturbance in landslide-prone areas [4]. Therefore, investigating and predicting po-
tentially high-sensitivity areas are of critical value to mitigate and reduce the damage and
harm caused by landslides [5-8]. Landslides are triggered by changes in earth processes,
such as heavy rainfall, flooding, groundwater levels, surface water saturation, earth-
quakes, slope, lithology, soil type, human activities, and vegetation [9-12]. Given the var-
iability of these processes, it is necessary to predict potential landslide areas over space
and time [13]. Predicting where and when landslides are likely to occur in specific loca-
tions and regions of interest remains a key challenge in natural hazards research and mit-
igation because these complex factors are not always identifiable [14-17].

Landslide susceptibility maps (LSMs) using multiple spatial layers are key for the
development of early warning systems to prevent catastrophic landslides, as the spatial
conditions and processes are associated with environmental hazards [18-21]. Geographic
Information Systems (GISs) can collect, process, and combine spatial layers, as well as
map potential sensitive areas for managers’ decision-making [22-24]. This provides a tool
for further processing in the field of multi-criteria decision-making (MCDM) and deep
learning (DL) [25,26]. Due to the multi-criteria nature of potential landslide-sensitive fac-
tors, MCDM and DL combined with GISs are advanced approaches for predicting land-
slide sensitivity and generating LSMs [27,28]. MCDM models, such as the Analytic Hier-
archy Process (AHP) and the Best-Worst Method (BWM), can integrate the decision-mak-
ing process and expert opinions to determine the relative importance of criteria as deci-
sion-making inputs while combining GIS capabilities [29-31]. In recent years, the rapid
growth of spatial big data and advances in computational resources have promoted the
widespread application of DL techniques in geospatial analysis and sensitivity mapping
[32,33]. Unlike conventional machine learning (ML) algorithms, deep learning models are
capable of automatically learning hierarchical feature representations from complex and
high-dimensional datasets, enabling them to capture intricate nonlinear relationships and
spatial dependencies [34]. Consequently, various DL architectures, including Convolu-
tional Neural Networks (CNNs), Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs), Graph Neural Net-
works (GNNs), and Transformer-based models, have been successfully employed for
landslide susceptibility mapping and other environmental modeling tasks [35-39].

In recent years, multi-criteria decision-making (MCDM) and deep learning tech-
niques have been increasingly applied to landslide susceptibility mapping and detection.
Gigovic et al. (2019) integrated GIS and the Best-Worst Method (BWM), demonstrating
the applicability of expert-based criteria weighting for susceptibility mapping in Serbia
[40]. Moharrami et al. (2020) applied fuzzy BWM in Austria, achieving AUC values of 0.93
for success rate and 0.89 for prediction rate, outperforming fuzzy AHP [41]. Ghorbanza-
deh et al. (2019) evaluated machine learning algorithms and CNNs for landslide detection
in Nepal using an independent test zone [42]. Similarly, Prakash et al. (2020) developed a
modified U-Net with ResNet34 blocks in Oregon, which outperformed conventional
pixel- and object-based methods, achieving a Matthews correlation coefficient of 0.495 and
a probability of detection of 0.72 [43]. Together, these studies demonstrate the potential of
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both MCDM and deep learning for landslide assessment, while highlighting differences
in their methodological approaches and predictive capabilities.

Despite the successes of both MCDM and DL techniques, issues remain to be re-
solved. For example, DL depends on the quantity and quality of training data, potential
overfitting, and the choice of prediction models for predicting landslide-prone areas,
while MCDM depends on expert opinions. Given the importance of landslides, further
research should address: (1) comparison of DL and MCDM models for better model se-
lection; (2) predictions of occurrence and runout of large slope failures; and (3) generation
of LSMs at the regional scale.

The aim of this study is to investigate the capability of MCDM and DL to predict
landslide susceptibility in landslide-prone areas. The BWM was used as a representative
of MCDM, and the GraphSAGE Graph Attention Network (GraphSAGE-GAT) algorithm
was used as a representative of DL. The spatial layers of criteria and the data of actual
landslide points were input into the models to predict susceptibilities. This study should
guide the wider application of advanced approaches in regional landslide prediction and
LSM generation.

2. Materials and Method
2.1. Study Area

Savadkouh County is located in Mazandaran Province (northern Iran), bordering
Qaemshahr to the north, Babol to the west, Dodangeh Sari to the east, and the Alborz
Mountain Range (Tehran and Semnan Provinces) to the south (Figure 1). The county is
situated between latitudes 35°49" and 36°23' N and longitudes 52°39" and 53°14' E [44].
According to the latest census (2016), the county has a population of 43,913 and an area of
2078 square kilometers [45]. The county consists of 4 rural districts and 40 villages, which
constitute 57% of the county’s population, and is one of the most important counties in
Mazandaran Province due to its location on the route from Tehran to the north, the na-
tional railway, and the presence of industrial units [46]. The altitude of the county ranges
from 103 to 3746 m above sea level. Figure 1 presents the study area and its location in
Iran. Figure 1a shows the position of Mazandaran Province in northern Iran, Figure 1b
illustrates the location of Savadkuh County within Mazandaran Province, and Figure 1c
shows a satellite image of Savadkuh County along with the distribution of recorded land-
slide occurrences.
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Figure 1. Study area and location: (a) Iran, (b) Mazandaran Province, and (c) Savadkouh County.
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2.2. Landslide Criteria

Twelve criteria were used in this study, including the slope of the lithological unit,
faults, precipitation, vegetation, soil, watercourses, roads, cities, villages, elevation, and
temperature. A digital elevation model (DEM) was used to prepare the slope and eleva-
tion layers. Lithological maps and soil and vegetation types were obtained from the rele-
vant organizations, while village and road data were derived in GIS. Precipitation and
temperature data were also obtained from the Meteorological and Hydrological Organi-
zation and were interpolated using the Kriging method. Data were obtained from the rel-
evant organizations in 2025 (in accordance with Table 1). Table 1 presents the criteria used,
role in landslide susceptibility assessment, data source, processing method, and resolu-
tion.

Table 1. Landslide-conditioning factors, data sources, and processing methods used in this study.

D Pro- Resolu-
Code Criterion Role in Landslide Susceptibility Assessment References ata Sf)urce and Pro esotu
cessing Method tion
Army Geographical
c1 Slope Steeper slopes incr.ease gravitational str.ess, making [47] Organi%ation; DEM <30 m
slope materials more prone to failure. processing to derive
slope layer.
. . . . o . . Geological Survey;
Different lithological units exhibit varying mechanical litholoeical data con
C2 Lithology strength and weathering characteristics, which strongly [48] & 30 x 30 m
. s verted from polygon
influence slope stability.
to raster format.
Geological Survey;
Distance Areas located closer to faults are generally more frac- Euclidean distance
C3 tured and unstable and may also be affected by higher [49] . . 30 x 30 m
from Fault . L ; oy et s analysis applied to
seismic activity, increasing landslide likelihood.
fault layer.
Meteorological Or-
High or intense rainfall raises pore-water pressure and ganization; precipita-
C4 Rainfall reduces soil shear strength, acting as a primary trigger [50] tion isohyet data in- 30 x 30 m
for landslides. terpolated using the
Kriging method.
Forests, Rangelands
d Watershed Man-
Dense vegetation enhances slope stability through root and Trarersned Man
. . Do agement Organiza-
C5 Vegetation reinforcement, whereas sparse vegetation increases [51] . : 30 x 30 m
. . tion; vegetation data
vulnerability to erosion and mass movement.
converted from poly-
gon to raster format.
Soil and Water Re-
Soil texture, structure, and cohesion control permeabil- search Institute; soil
C6 Soil Types ity and shear strength, influencing slope response to [52] type data converted 30 x 30 m
loading and rainfall infiltration. from polygon to ras-
ter format.
. .. . . Derived from DEM,;
Distance Proximity to rivers and streams promotes toe erosion, Fuclidean distance
C7 from Wa- undercutting, and material saturation, which weaken [53] ) . 30 x 30 m
s analysis applied to
tershed slope stability. .
river network.
S ing O iza-
. Road construction modifies slope geometry, drainage Hrveying Lrganza
Distance . . . o tion; Euclidean dis-
C8 patterns, and loading conditions, often creating artifi- [54] . . ,;30x30m
from Road tance analysis applied

cial instability.

to road network.
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. Statistical Center of
. Urban development increases surface load and alters . .
Distance Iran; Euclidean dis-

(] from City natural drainage systems, thereby raising landslide sus- [55] tance analysis applied 30x30m

ceptibility in adjacent slopes. to urban areas

. . . e Statistical Center of
Distance  Village areas, though smaller in scale than cities, in- . .
Iran; Euclidean dis-

C10 from Vil- volve human activities such as construction and agri- [56] . . .30x30m
tance analysis applied

lage culture that disturb natural slope equilibrium. .
to villages.
A G hical
Higher elevations are often associated with steeper ter- Oimza}ili Z?%rr?ngf/[
zation;
C11 Elevation rain, freeze-thaw cycles, and distinct climatic condi- [57] & ) 30x30m
. - used to derive eleva-
tions that affect slope stability. .
tion layer.
Meteorological Or-
Tempe Temperature variations influence weathering intensity, ganization; tempera-
ra- . . . . .
C12 P freeze-thaw processes, and soil moisture conditions, all [58] ture isotherm data in- 30 x 30 m
ture . . . J— .
of which contribute to landslide susceptibility. terpolated using the
Kriging method.

2.3. Best—Worst Method (BWM)

The BWM is a multi-criteria decision-making (MCDM) method in which multiple
alternatives are evaluated according to multiple criteria to: (a) select the best alternative
among a set of alternatives, (b) rank all the alternatives, or (c) classify the alternatives into
several categories. BWM is a pairwise comparison-based method that provides a struc-
tured way to determine the weights of criteria, from the best criterion to all others and
from all others to the worst criterion. Specifically, it can be used to evaluate alternatives
according to the criteria to determine the importance (weight) of each criterion, which is
then used to find a solution that satisfies the main goal(s) of the problem. Thus, the
weights of each criterion are calculated with a high degree of consistency.

Given the inherent diversity of the criteria used, multiple experts with related back-
grounds (the experts” information is presented in Table 2) were invited to provide their
judgments on the criteria in order to perform the comparison using the BWM. The criteria
were reviewed by experts and, through a survey process, one criterion was selected as the
best and one as the worst. Subsequently, each expert compared the remaining criteria with
the best and worst criteria. To achieve consensus among the experts and aggregate all
individual matrices into the final matrix, the average of the matrices were employed.

Table 2. Experts’ information.

Environmental Geomorphol-
Hazards ogy
Number 3 2 2 2 1 1

Experts’ Backgrounds  Geology RS & GIS Soil Sciences  Hydrology

The BWM can be implemented as follows [59,60]:

Phase 1: Identify a decision criterion set (C1, Cz, Cs, ... Cu).

Phase 2: Select the best criterion B and the worst criterion W.

Phase 3: Compare the best criterion to all other criteria, indicating the best priority.
Then, a best-to-other vector is obtained as follows:

Ap = (A1, A2, - Apn) 1)

where Agp; is the priority of B over criterion j and Asz =1
Phase 4: Compare all other criteria to the worst criterion, indicating the priority of all
the criteria over W. Then, an other-to-worst vector is determined as follows:
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Ag = (A, Azw, ---Anw)T ()

where Ajw denotes the priority of criterion j over W and Aww = 1.

Phase 5: Utilize the comparison results to calculate the weights for each criterion (i.e.,
Wi; Wy, Wy). For the pairs of Ws/Wj and Wj/Ww, the goal is to minimize the inconsistency
in the judgments to identify the optimal weights. An optimal weight is a value that yields
Ws/Wj = A and Wj/Ww = Ajw. Thus, for every j value, it minimizes the maximum absolute

. w
differences of |—2 — Ag
W] J

w e :
, and |—] —A ]W| for all j is minimized. Because the weights are
Ww

non-negative and summed, a unique solution can be obtained as

Mi We _ | W a |} 3
mm}ax VV] BJ|» WW Jw ( )
when X W; =1,
j
W; 20 for all j.
Equation (1) is identical to the following:
min &
;V/—‘j—AB, <& forall j (4)
w .
|ﬁ—A,W| <& forall j )
W;j 20 for all j

The optimum values (Wy'; W5; W,') and the consistency index &* are calculated using
the above equations. The maximum values of the consistency index, &, correspond to Asw,
as shown in Table 3. The consistency rate varies with the priority from the best to the
worst index and can be calculated using Equation (6) [61,62].

f*

Consistency rate = consistency index 6)
Table 3. Values for calculation of the consistency index.
Asw 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Consistency index (&) 0.00 0.44 1.00 1.63 2.30 3.00 3.73 443 5.23

The consistency index quantifies the logical consistency in pairwise comparisons.

2.4. GraphSAGE-Graph Attention Network (GraphSAGE-GAT)

In recent years, Graph Neural Networks (GNNs) have emerged as one of the most
advanced deep learning approaches for analyzing graph-structured data [63,64]. Unlike
conventional machine learning algorithms, which process each sample independently,
GNN's incorporate both the intrinsic characteristics of each sample and the relationships
among neighboring samples during the learning process. One of the most influential de-
velopments in this field is GraphSAGE, proposed by Hamilton et al. (2017), which enables
inductive learning by aggregating information from neighboring nodes and allows the
trained model to generalize to unseen data [65]. Subsequently, Velickovi¢ et al. (2017) in-
troduced the Graph Attention Network (GAT), which incorporates an attention mecha-
nism to adaptively assign different importance weights to neighboring nodes during fea-
ture aggregation [66]. Considering the complex spatial characteristics of landslide
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occurrence, a hybrid GraphSAGE-GAT architecture was adopted in this study to simulta-
neously model environmental features and the relationships among neighboring pixels.

During the data preparation stage, all raster layers representing landslide-condition-
ing factors were converted into a feature matrix, where each valid pixel was treated as a
graph node. Pixels containing missing values were excluded from the analysis. Continu-
ous variables, including elevation, slope, rainfall, distance to faults, distance to roads, dis-
tance to rivers, temperature, distance to villages, and distance to cities, were directly in-
corporated into the model. Categorical variables, including lithology, soil type, and land-
cover type, were transformed into binary variables using one-hot encoding. Standardiza-
tion parameters were estimated from the training set and subsequently applied to the test
set to prevent data leakage and ensure an unbiased evaluation. To eliminate differences
in variable scales, all continuous variables were standardized using Z-score normaliza-
tion:

Equation (7) transforms all continuous variables to a common scale with zero mean
and unit variance, thereby preventing variables with larger numerical ranges from domi-
nating the optimization process.

Xi—H

s @)

Here, z; is the standardized value of the ith observation, x; is the original value of the

Zi =

feature, u denotes the mean of the corresponding feature, and ¢ represents its standard
deviation.

After feature normalization, a graph was constructed using the K-nearest neighbors
(KNN) algorithm, where each node was connected to its 10 nearest neighbors. This neigh-
borhood size was selected to preserve local spatial connectivity while avoiding excessive
graph density. A smaller value of (k) could produce a sparsely connected graph with in-
sufficient neighborhood information, whereas a substantially larger value could increase
graph density and introduce less relevant connections, potentially diluting local patterns.
The GraphSAGE layer generated node embeddings by aggregating information from
neighboring nodes according to the equation below.

Equation (8) updates each node representation by combining its own features with
the averaged information of neighboring nodes, enabling the model to capture local spa-
tial dependencies and contextual relationships.

h = (WO Mean ({h0) U {hl.(’) ljen (i)})) ®)

Here, hl.(l) denotes the feature representation of node (i) at layer (I), (N(7)) is the set of neigh-
boring nodes connected to node (i), W® is the learnable weight matrix, Mean() denotes
the neighborhood aggregation function, and o(.) is the nonlinear activation function.

The node embeddings were subsequently fed into the Graph Attention Network
(GAT), where the contribution of each neighboring node was adaptively determined
through an attention mechanism:

Equation (9) enables the network to assign larger weights to more informative neigh-
boring nodes while reducing the influence of less relevant neighbors, thereby improving
feature aggregation in heterogeneous spatial environments.

Qi = exp (LeakyReLU aT [Wh||Wh; 1))
U™ Yeen (i) exp (LeakyReLU aT [WhlWhy 1))

©)

Here, a;; is the normalized attention coefficient assigned to neighboring node (j), a is the
learnable attention vector, W denotes the shared linear transformation matrix, h; and h;
are the feature vectors of nodes (i) and (j), respectively, and llrepresents vector concatena-
tion.
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The final network architecture consisted of a GraphSAGE layer with 64 hidden neu-
rons, followed by a two-head GAT layer with 32 hidden units per attention head, and a
Softmax output layer that converted network outputs into class probabilities for binary
classification. The model was trained for 300 epochs using the Adam optimizer, with a
learning rate of 0.001 and a weight decay of 5 x 10, providing stable convergence during
optimization. To mitigate the effect of class imbalance, the weighted cross-entropy loss
function was employed.

Equation (10) assigns larger penalties to misclassified samples from the minority
class, thereby improving the model’s ability to identify landslide pixels despite the highly
imbalanced distribution of landslide and non-landslide samples.

L ==Yz weye log(pe) (10)

Here, (L) is the weighted cross-entropy loss, w, is the weight assigned to class (c), y. is
the ground-truth label, and p,. is the predicted probability of class (c).

After training, the optimized model was applied to all valid pixels within the study
area. To improve computational efficiency and reduce memory consumption, the predic-
tion process was performed in batches of 50,000 pixels. Finally, the predicted probabilities
of landslide occurrence were converted into a continuous landslide susceptibility map.

Training and Testing

The landslide inventory comprised 101 recorded events obtained from ground-based
monitoring by the Geological Survey of Iran, with locations surveyed using multi-fre-
quency GPS receivers and represented as point features corresponding to the geometric
centers of the landslide occurrences. The dataset was constructed using the 101 mapped
landslide points as positive samples and randomly selected non-landslide pixels as nega-
tive samples. To address class imbalance, the number of negative samples was set to a
maximum of 20 times the number of positive samples, using a fixed random seed (42) to
ensure reproducibility. The resulting dataset was divided into training (80%) and testing
(20%) subsets using stratified random sampling, preserving the class proportions in both
subsets. The training subset was used to construct the graph and train the GraphSAGE-
GAT model, while the testing subset was reserved for independent model evaluation.
Feature standardization was applied before model training. Landslide points were con-
verted into positive raster samples by assigning each point to its corresponding raster cell,
while valid cells without mapped landslides were treated as candidate negative samples.
Negative samples were drawn randomly from valid raster cells across the study area,
without spatial stratification or minimum-distance constraints. The random split did not
enforce spatial separation; therefore, potential spatial dependence between training and
testing samples remains a limitation.

2.5. Model Validation

A set of quantitative indicators and performance graphs was used to validate the
GraphSAGE-GAT and BWM models in susceptibility prediction. The most important eval-
uation tool was the receiver operating characteristic (ROC) curve, which is plotted based
on the relationship between Recall and Specificity at different thresholds [67]. The area
under the ROC curve (AUC) was used as an overall indicator of the model’s discriminative
ability. A value closer to 1 indicates higher model accuracy [68]. To examine the model’s
accuracy at different threshold levels, a Precision-Threshold graph was used, which dis-
plays the model’s ability to distinguish between events and non-events at various thresh-
olds [69]. In addition, the classical measures of Precision, Recall, and Specificity were cal-
culated quantitatively [70,71]. These measures were derived from the Confusion Matrix.
The following Equations (11)—(15) present the validation relationships:
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TP

i P 1
Precision TP+ FP (11)
TP

= 12

Recall TPTFN (12)
TN

epo AN 11

Specificity TN T FP (11)

where TP is the number of true positives, TN is the number of true negatives, FP is the
number of false positives, and FN is the number of false negatives.

The ROC curve represents the diagnostic ability of a classifier, plotted by varying the
decision threshold and calculating the true-positive rate (IPR) versus the false-positive
rate (FPR) [72,73]. The AUC provides a scalar value that quantifies the probability that a
randomly selected positive sample will be ranked higher than a randomly selected nega-
tive sample [74]. AUC values range from 0.5 (no discriminative power) to 1.0 (perfect dis-

crimination).
AUC = [, TPR(FPR)dFPR (12)
Here, TPR is Recall and FPR =1 - Specificity as in Equation (15).
FP
__ e 13
FPR FPTTN 1 — Specificity (13)

3. Results and Discussion

The landslide susceptibility values produced by the BWM and GraphSAGE-GAT
models were reclassified into five classes: very low, low, moderate, high, and very high.
Classification was performed using the natural breaks (Jenks) method, which groups con-
tinuous susceptibility values into statistically optimal intervals. This approach is widely
used in landslide studies to create susceptibility classes.

3.1. Landslide Criteria and Weights

Figure 2 presents the maps of the criteria used in Savadkuh County. Figure 2a shows
the soil types, with Alfisols covering the largest area, followed by Mollisols and rock out-
crops, while Inceptisols occupy a small area in the south. Figure 2b illustrates the distance
from rivers, indicating four main rivers with numerous tributaries flowing from south to
north; most areas are within 2000 m of a river, while distances in the southern part reach
up to 4000-5500 m. Figure 2c shows the altitude, which decreases from south to north,
ranging from 3746 m above sea level in the southwest to 103 m in the northwest. Figure
2d presents the annual temperature map, with temperatures between 1 and 14 °C, increas-
ing from south to north, and the largest area falling within 10-14 °C. Figure 2e depicts the
road network, with main roads running south to north toward Sari, connected by second-
ary roads, and the greatest distances occurring in the mountainous southwest. Finally,
Figure 2f shows precipitation, ranging from 500 to 1200 mm, with lower rainfall in the
high-altitude south and higher rainfall in the northern lowlands due to proximity to the
sea and higher humidity.
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Figure 2. Criteria maps: (a) soil types, (b) distance to rivers, (c) altitude, (d) temperature, (e) distance

to road, and (f) precipitation.

Figure 3 presents additional criteria maps for Savadkuh County. Figure 3a shows
that forest covers most of the northern area. Figure 3b illustrates the slope, which is higher
in the south and gradually decreases toward the north, with most areas exceeding 20%
slope and only small portions ranging from 0 to 2%. Figure 3c shows the fault distribution,
indicating that a large part of the area is within 500 m of a fault, while faults are sparse in
the southern region. Figure 3d depicts 25 lithological units, with three units covering the
majority of the area: TR]S (about half of the area), followed by MM and KZIZ. The city of
Savadkuh is located along a valley beside the river, and Figure 3e illustrates the Euclidean
distance from the city in a radial pattern. Figure 3f shows the distance from villages, indi-
cating that villages are distributed across most of the county except for some northern and
southern parts; village density is highest in the north and northwest, and the distribution
is more uniform in the eastern half than in the western half.

Tables 4 and 5 present the BWM pairwise comparison matrices for the criteria used
in this study. According to these matrices, the most important criterion is slope, while the
least important criterion is temperature. Table 4 displays the importance of slope (the best
criterion) relative to the other criteria, with C12 representing the worst criterion among
the remaining ones. Table 5 shows the importance of all other criteria relative to C12 (the
worst criterion), where C1 is identified as the most significant compared to the rest.
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Figure 3. Criteria maps: (a) vegetation types, (b) slope, (c) distance to fault, (d) geology unit, (e)

distance to city, and (f) distance to village.

Table 4. The superiority of the best criterion (C1) over other criteria.

Criteria C2 C3 C4 C5 Cé6 C7 C8 C9 C10 C11 C12
Weight 2 2 3 3 4 5 6 6 7 8 9

Table 5. The superiority of other criteria over the worst criterion (C12).

Criteria C1 C2 C3 C4 C5 Cé6 C7 C8 C9 C10 C11
Weight 9 8 7 7 6 5 5 4 3 2 2

Figure 4 presents the weight chart of the twelve criteria derived from the BWM
weighting process. After obtaining the optimal pairwise comparisons and solving the
BWM optimization model, the normalized weights of the conditioning factors were ex-
tracted and plotted to visually illustrate their relative influence on landslide susceptibility.
The results show that slope, lithology, and distance from the fault are the three most im-
portant criteria for predicting landslide occurrence, with weights of 22.63, 13.7, and 13.7,
respectively. In contrast, temperature, altitude, and distance from villages are the least
important criteria, with weights of 1.99, 3.42, and 3.91, respectively. The inconsistency in-
dex was 0.0447, indicating a high degree of consistency in the model.
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Figure 4. Weights of the twelve criteria.

3.2. Landslide Susceptibility Mapping (LSM)

Figure 5a shows the landslide susceptibility map of Savadkouh County generated
using the BWM, classified into five susceptibility classes ranging from very low to very
high. The spatial distribution of susceptibility is heterogeneous across the county. The
southwestern part of the study area is predominantly characterized by very low suscepti-
bility, whereas a broad zone of high to very high susceptibility extends from west to east
in the central and southern parts of the county. The relatively high susceptibility in these
areas can be attributed primarily to the presence of steep slopes and unfavorable terrain
conditions. In contrast, large portions of the county are classified as having medium sus-
ceptibility, indicating areas where a combination of environmental factors creates moder-
ate landslide potential. Overall, the BWM results indicate that susceptibility is strongly
controlled by the spatial distribution of the conditioning factors and their assigned
weights. Figure 5b presents the landslide susceptibility map generated using the
GraphSAGE-GAT model. In contrast to the relatively continuous pattern observed in the
BWM map, the GraphSAGE-GAT model produces a more spatially differentiated suscep-
tibility pattern, with very low susceptibility covering a large proportion of the county,
particularly across the southwestern, western, and central-southern regions. Areas of
high and very high susceptibility are mainly concentrated in the northern and northeast-
ern parts of the county, with additional localized high-susceptibility zones distributed
across the central and eastern regions. The concentration of observed landslide points
within these high- and very-high-susceptibility zones indicates a strong spatial corre-
spondence between the model predictions and the actual landslide inventory. The ability
of GraphSAGE-GAT to incorporate both environmental attributes and spatial relation-
ships among neighboring pixels may explain its more localized identification of high-sen-
sitivity areas. Compared with BWM, the GraphSAGE-GAT map therefore provides a
more spatially heterogeneous representation of landslide susceptibility, particularly in ar-
eas where landslide occurrences are concentrated.
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Figure 5. Landslide susceptibility areas map using BWM (a) and GraphSAGE-GAT (b).

3.3. Performance Analysis Between BWM and GraphSAGE-GAT

The distribution of landslide susceptibility classes obtained from BWM and
GraphSAGE-GAT shows a substantial difference between the two approaches(Figure 6).
The GraphSAGE-GAT model classified 62.03% of the study area as very low susceptibil-
ity, whereas this class accounted for only 6.44% in the BWM map. In contrast, BWM as-
signed a considerably larger proportion of the area to medium-, high-, and very-high-
susceptibility classes (71.74% in total), compared with only 26.93% for GraphSAGE-GAT.
Notably, the GraphSAGE-GAT results show a more concentrated spatial distribution of
high-susceptibility areas, with 18.24% of the area classified as high or very high suscepti-
bility. This difference indicates that GraphSAGE-GAT provides a more selective identifi-
cation of potentially susceptible areas rather than broadly assigning moderate-to-high
susceptibility across the study area.
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Figure 6. Percentage area of landslide susceptibility classes for the applied models.
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Table 6 presents the distribution of the 101 observed landslide points among the five
susceptibility classes generated by the BWM and GraphSAGE-GAT models. In the very-
low- and low-susceptibility classes, BWM classified 24 landslide points, compared with
23 points identified by GraphSAGE-GAT. For the medium-susceptibility class, BWM in-
cluded 30 landslide points, whereas GraphSAGE-GAT classified only 10 points in this cat-
egory. A notable difference was observed in the high- and very-high-susceptibility classes,
where 47 landslide points (46.53%) were identified by BWM, compared with 68 points
(67.33%) by GraphSAGE-GAT. These results indicate that GraphSAGE-GAT was able to
concentrate a substantially larger proportion of the observed landslide occurrences within
the high- and very-high-susceptibility classes. This improved spatial correspondence sug-
gests that the GraphSAGE-GAT model has a stronger capability to discriminate suscepti-
ble locations from less susceptible areas, which can be attributed to its ability to incorpo-
rate both environmental characteristics and spatial relationships among neighboring pix-
els.

Table 6. Number of landslide points in susceptibility classes.

Class
Very Low Low Medium High Very High
Algorithm
BWM 1 23 30 33 14
GraphSAGE-GAT 11 12 10 23 45

Precision

0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

0.0

Figure 7 shows the Precision-Threshold curves for the BWM and GraphSAGE-GAT
models. The Precision of BWM remains relatively stable at approximately 0.60 over a
broad range of thresholds and gradually increases to a maximum value of about 73% at a
threshold of approximately 0.60. Beyond this point, Precision decreases sharply, indicat-
ing a reduction in the reliability of positive predictions at higher thresholds. In contrast,
GraphSAGE-GAT exhibits a gradual and generally increasing Precision pattern as the
threshold increases, reaching approximately 100% at a threshold close to 1.0. This pattern
indicates that increasing the decision threshold progressively reduces false-positive pre-
dictions in the GraphSAGE-GAT model, although the very high Precision at the extreme
threshold should be interpreted cautiously because it may correspond to a small number
of positive predictions. Overall, GraphSAGE-GAT demonstrates a more consistent im-
provement in Precision across the threshold range, whereas BWM reaches its optimum at
an intermediate threshold and subsequently becomes less stable.

73% 10 100%

0.25

Precision

s

0.50 0.75 0.00 0.25 0.50 075 1.00
Threshold

Figure 7. The Precision—-Threshold plots for the two models: (a) BWM and (b) GraphSAGE-GAT.
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Figure 8 illustrates the variations in Precision, Recall, and Specificity across different
threshold values for the GraphSAGE-GAT and BWM models, highlighting the trade-off
between correctly identifying landslide-prone areas and minimizing false-positive predic-
tions. For the GraphSAGE-GAT model (Figure 8a), Recall is initially close to 1 at low
threshold values, indicating that most observed landslide occurrences are successfully
identified. As the threshold increases, Recall gradually decreases, while Specificity con-
tinuously increases, reflecting a progressive reduction in false-positive predictions. Preci-
sion also shows an increasing trend and reaches higher values at intermediate and high
thresholds, although some fluctuations are observed at the upper end of the threshold
range. This pattern indicates that GraphSAGE-GAT provides a flexible trade-off between
Recall and Specificity depending on the selected susceptibility threshold. For the BWM
model (Figure 8b), Recall remains close to 1 at low thresholds but begins to decline sub-
stantially as the threshold increases. In contrast, Specificity initially remains low and then
increases progressively with increasing threshold values. Precision remains relatively sta-
ble at approximately 0.6 over a broad range of thresholds before increasing at higher
threshold values, although it exhibits noticeable fluctuations near the upper threshold
range. The convergence of Precision, Recall, and Specificity occurs within an intermediate
threshold range, indicating a more balanced classification performance at these threshold
values. Overall, comparison of the two models shows that GraphSAGE-GAT provides a
more dynamic separation between susceptible and non-susceptible areas, while BWM ex-
hibits a more gradual transition between Recall and Specificity. The results further
demonstrate that threshold selection substantially affects the balance between detecting
actual landslide occurrences and minimizing false alarms and therefore should be consid-
ered when applying the susceptibility maps for practical landslide sensitivity assessment.

SRl T, CRR I .||

0.50 075 1.00
Threshold
Figure 8. Changes in Precision (blue), Recall (red), and Specificity (green) with respect to the thresh-
old: (a) GraphSAGE-GAT and (b) BWM.

Figure 9 compares the ROC curves and AUC values of the BWM and GraphSAGE-
GAT models for landslide susceptibility prediction. The BWM model achieved an AUC of
0.544, which is only slightly higher than the random classification level (0.50), indicating
a relatively weak ability to discriminate between susceptible and non-susceptible areas.
In contrast, the GraphSAGE-GAT model achieved an AUC of 0.8360, demonstrating good
discriminatory performance and a substantially higher ability to distinguish landslide-
prone areas from stable areas. The considerable difference between the two AUC values
highlights the advantage of incorporating spatial relationships and neighboring-node in-
formation through the GraphSAGE-GAT architecture. Overall, the ROC analysis indicates
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that GraphSAGE-GAT provides considerably more reliable landslide susceptibility pre-
dictions than BWM.
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Figure 9. The AUC graph: (a) BWM and (b) GraphSAGE-GAT.

3.4. Discussion

Landslides can cause not only the destruction of human facilities but also the loss of
many lives worldwide every year [75,76]. Savadkouh County suffers from considerable
landslide susceptibility, and landslide risks have been evaluated in previous studies [77].
However, because both DL and MCDM approaches are widely used for landslide suscep-
tibility assessment, their predictive performance needs to be evaluated within a consistent
comparative framework [78,79]. Therefore, identifying a reliable approach for delineating
landslide-susceptible areas is essential for effective hazard assessment and risk manage-
ment. In this study, the BWM and GraphSAGE-GAT approaches were compared to eval-
uate their ability to predict landslide susceptibility. While BWM represents an expert-
based MCDM approach, GraphSAGE-GAT integrates graph-based DL with an attention
mechanism to capture both environmental characteristics and spatial relationships among
neighboring pixels. Such a comparison provides a different perspective on the applicabil-
ity of knowledge-driven and data-driven approaches for landslide susceptibility mapping
[80,81].

The susceptibility maps generated by BWM and GraphSAGE-GAT show substantial
differences in their spatial patterns across Savadkouh County. The BWM map indicates
extensive areas of medium to very high susceptibility, particularly across the central and
southern parts of the county, whereas GraphSAGE-GAT identifies a considerably larger
proportion of the study area as very low susceptibility and concentrates high and very
high susceptibility in more localized areas, particularly in the northern, northeastern, cen-
tral, and eastern parts of the county. This difference is also reflected in the distribution of
observed landslide points among the susceptibility classes. Of the 101 observed landslide
points, BWM places 24 points (23.76%) within the very-low- and low-susceptibility clas-
ses, whereas GraphSAGE-GAT places 23 points (22.77%) within these classes. In contrast,
47 landslide points (46.53%) are located in the high- and very-high-susceptibility classes
in the BWM map, compared with 68 points (67.33%) in the GraphSAGE-GAT map. Thus,
GraphSAGE-GAT concentrates approximately 20.80 percentage points more of the ob-
served landslide occurrences within the two highest susceptibility classes. Previous re-
search in the study area reported that the VIKOR method placed approximately 73% of
observed landslide events in high- and very-high-susceptibility areas [82], while the com-
bination of AHP with a fuzzy gamma operator of 0.8 achieved an accuracy of approxi-
mately 70% [83]. These findings indicate that the spatial performance of landslide
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susceptibility models can vary substantially depending on the underlying modeling
framework. Kavzoglu et al. (2018) similarly demonstrated that machine learning ap-
proaches can provide higher predictive performance than traditional statistical methods
in landslide susceptibility mapping [84]. More recently, hybrid intelligent frameworks
combining multiple computational techniques have also been proposed for slope defor-
mation and landslide-related prediction [85], highlighting the growing importance of
data-driven and hybrid approaches for capturing the nonlinear and spatially complex be-
havior of landslides.

The comparison of the two models demonstrates notable differences in both suscep-
tibility-class distribution and the spatial allocation of observed landslide occurrences. Alt-
hough BWM assigns only 6.44% and 21.82% of the study area to the very-low- and low-
susceptibility classes, respectively, 24 observed landslide points still occur within these
two classes. More importantly, only 46.53% of the observed landslide points are located
within the high- and very-high-susceptibility classes. In contrast, GraphSAGE-GAT as-
signs 62.03% of the study area to the very-low-susceptibility class and identifies more lo-
calized high-susceptibility zones. Despite the substantially smaller proportion of the
study area classified as high and very high susceptibility, 67.33% of the observed landslide
points are concentrated within these two classes. This finding suggests that GraphSAGE-
GAT is more selective in delineating susceptible areas and is less likely to classify exten-
sive portions of the study area as moderate-to-high susceptibility. The stronger concen-
tration of observed landslides within the highest susceptibility classes is particularly im-
portant for practical landslide screening because it allows potentially hazardous locations
to be prioritized more effectively.

The threshold-based evaluation further supports the differences between the two ap-
proaches. For BWM, Precision remains approximately 0.60 over a broad range of thresh-
old values and reaches a maximum of about 0.73 at a threshold of approximately 0.60
before declining sharply. GraphSAGE-GAT, in contrast, shows a generally increasing Pre-
cision trend with increasing threshold values and approaches 100% Precision at thresh-
olds close to 1.0. However, this extreme Precision value should be interpreted cautiously
because very high thresholds correspond to a smaller number of positive predictions. The
Precision—Recall-Specificity analysis further demonstrates the trade-off between identify-
ing observed landslides and reducing false-positive predictions. GraphSAGE-GAT shows
high Recall at low thresholds, while Specificity progressively increases as the threshold
becomes more restrictive. This behavior indicates that the model provides flexibility in
selecting a threshold according to the relative importance of landslide detection versus
false-alarm reduction. BWM also exhibits a trade-off between Recall and Specificity, but
its performance becomes less stable at higher threshold values. The threshold analysis
suggests that GraphSAGE-GAT provides a more effective basis for differentiating be-
tween susceptible and non-susceptible areas, although the final operational threshold
should be selected according to the intended management objective.

The ROC analysis provides further evidence of the difference in discriminatory per-
formance between the two approaches. The BWM model achieved an AUC of 0.544, which
is only slightly above the random classification level of 0.50 and indicates limited discrim-
ination between landslide-prone and non-landslide-prone locations. In contrast,
GraphSAGE-GAT achieved an AUC of 0.8360, demonstrating good discriminatory capa-
bility. The substantial difference between the two AUC values indicates that GraphSAGE-
GAT can distinguish susceptible and non-susceptible locations considerably more effec-
tively than BWM. This result is also consistent with the distribution of observed landslide
points, where a greater proportion of events is concentrated in the high- and very-high-
susceptibility classes in the GraphSAGE-GAT output. Therefore, the ROC analysis, sus-
ceptibility-class distribution, and spatial correspondence with observed landslides
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collectively indicate that GraphSAGE-GAT provides a more effective predictive frame-
work than BWM for the study area.

The comparatively lower performance of BWM can be attributed to the characteris-
tics of the method itself. BWM relies on expert judgment to determine the relative im-
portance of conditioning factors, and the resulting weights remain fixed across the study
area. Although this approach provides a transparent and interpretable framework for in-
tegrating multiple environmental factors, fixed global weights may not fully represent the
complex and spatially heterogeneous interactions governing landslide occurrence. The
conditioning factors considered in this study are diverse in nature and may interact non-
linearly, meaning that their combined influence may vary spatially. Consequently, a
weight-based MCDM framework may have difficulty representing localized combina-
tions of terrain, environmental, and anthropogenic conditions associated with landslide
occurrence.

In contrast, the superior performance of GraphSAGE-GAT can be attributed to its
ability to learn both feature-level relationships and spatial dependencies directly from the
data. In the proposed architecture, GraphSAGE aggregates information from the nearest
neighboring pixels, allowing the representation of each pixel to incorporate its local spa-
tial context rather than relying solely on its individual environmental characteristics. The
subsequent GAT layer further improves this process by assigning adaptive attention
weights to neighboring nodes, allowing more informative spatial relationships to contrib-
ute more strongly to the final representation. This mechanism is particularly relevant to
landslide susceptibility because landslide occurrence is spatially dependent and is often
controlled by combinations of neighboring terrain and environmental conditions rather
than by isolated pixel characteristics. The improved AUC of 0.8360 and the concentration
of 67.33% of observed landslides in the high- and very-high-susceptibility classes provide
quantitative evidence that incorporating these spatial relationships can substantially im-
prove susceptibility discrimination. Overall, the results demonstrate that while BWM of-
fers a transparent expert-based framework for susceptibility assessment, GraphSAGE-
GAT provides a more adaptive and spatially responsive approach for identifying land-
slide-prone areas in Savadkouh County.

Limitations and Uncertainties

Several limitations and uncertainties should be acknowledged in this study. First, the
landslide inventory comprised 101 recorded events provided by the Geological Survey of
Iran. Limited access to the original survey records and detailed inventory metadata re-
stricted independent verification of the temporal characteristics and positional accuracy
of individual landslides. Second, the random selection of non-landslide samples, the max-
imum 20:1 negative-to-positive sampling ratio, and the absence of spatial constraints may
have introduced sampling bias and spatial dependence into model evaluation. Third, the
GraphSAGE-GAT model depends on methodological choices, including feature-space K-
nearest-neighbor graph construction (K = 10), network architecture, and training parame-
ters. The sensitivity of the results to alternative graph configurations and hyperparame-
ters was not systematically assessed. Finally, although the selected conditioning factors
represent important environmental and anthropogenic controls on landslides, uncertain-
ties in the source data, spatial resolution, thematic classification, and potential correlations
among factors may affect the resulting susceptibility maps. Future research should incor-
porate more comprehensive inventories, spatially independent validation, sensitivity
analysis, and systematic assessment of factor dependence to improve the reliability and
generalizability of landslide susceptibility predictions.
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4. Conclusions

LSM has been widely used as an important basis for risk assessment, land-use plan-
ning, and hazard management to reduce the potential socio-environmental impacts of
landslides. This study integrated GIS with BWM and GraphSAGE-GAT to generate and
compare LSMs for Savadkouh County, northern Iran. BWM represents a knowledge-
driven approach based on expert judgment, whereas GraphSAGE-GAT uses supervised
deep learning to identify relationships among neighboring nodes and their conditioning
factors. The results showed that 68 of the 101 observed landslide points (67.33%) fell
within the high- and very-high-susceptibility classes in the GraphSAGE-GAT map, com-
pared with 47 points (46.53%) in the BWM map. GraphSAGE-GAT achieved an area under
the ROC curve (AUC) of 0.8360, substantially higher than the BWM value of 0.544. The
threshold-based analysis also showed that GraphSAGE-GAT Precision approached 100%
at very high thresholds, while BWM reached a maximum of approximately 73%. How-
ever, these Precision values should be interpreted alongside other evaluation metrics, par-
ticularly at extreme thresholds. The stronger discriminatory performance of GraphSAGE-
GAT may be associated with its ability to aggregate neighborhood information through
GraphSAGE and assign different importance to neighboring nodes through the GAT at-
tention mechanism. Although these results suggest better discrimination by GraphSAGE-
GAT under the evaluation procedure used, they should be interpreted cautiously because
the random train—test split does not ensure spatial independence between the training and
test samples. The use of feature-space neighborhoods may enable GraphSAGE-GAT to
learn relationships among environmental conditioning factors; however, the contribution
of this mechanism to predictive performance requires further assessment using independ-
ent spatial validation. Specifically, future studies could provide experts with a subset of
positive (landslide) and negative (non-landslide) samples to inform their assessment and
comparison of the conditioning factors, thereby exploring ways to incorporate empirical
evidence into expert-based evaluations. Furthermore, integrating expert knowledge from
BWM with graph-based deep learning models could provide a promising hybrid frame-
work that combines the interpretability of expert-based decision-making with the spatial
learning capability of GNNSs. Such approaches could subsequently be evaluated in other
landslide-prone regions to assess their generalizability and robustness.
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