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Fibrosis is a double-edged sword. On the one hand, it can be the final state of healed inflammation as scar tissue; on the other hand, it is frequently associated with a reduction in or loss of organ function [1,2]. Moreover, it is a surrogate parameter that indicates the progression of the disease to liver cirrhosis or even hepatocellular carcinoma. This is especially true for non-alcoholic fatty liver disease, a pandemic disorder associated with Western lifestyles and diets. To influence organ fibrosis, it is important to better understand its induction, perpetuation and termination at the molecular level. The induction of liver fibrosis may be metabolic (e.g., alcohol, diet and drugs), infectious (e.g., viruses), autoimmune (e.g., primary biliary cholangitis) or due to monogenetic defects (e.g., increased iron storage) [1,2]. The molecular mechanisms leading to final-stage fibrosis are very different depending on its pathogenesis [3,4]. This Special Issue aims to provide more insight into these processes.



We, Ralf Weiskirchen and Tilman Sauerbruch (Figure 1), cordially invite you to submit original research articles, reviews, or shorter perspective articles on all aspects related to the “Liver Fibrosis: Mechanisms, Targets, Assessment and Treatment”. Expert articles describing mechanistic, functional, cellular, biochemical or general aspects of hepatic fibrogenesis are highly welcome.



Relevant topics include: fibrosis, cirrhosis, hepatocellular carcinoma, NASH, NAFLD, cytokines, chemokines, extracellular matrix, fibrotic signaling, animal models, biomarkers, hepatic stellate cells, animal models of hepatic fibrosis, the translation of basic findings in hepatology to the human situation, portal hypertension, bile acids, beta-blockers, imaging of hepatic fibrosis, management and therapy of hepatic lesions. Based on our expertise, we will be happy to consider studies on all aspects of basic and clinical aspects of hepatic fibrosis.



Livers is an international, peer-reviewed, open access journal on liver science published online. Information about the submission process to this Special Issue, the types of desired publications, and guidelines for manuscript preparation are given at: https://www.mdpi.com/journal/livers/special_issues/742Y9BF54R.
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Figure 1. Editors of the Special Issue, “Liver Fibrosis: Mechanisms, Targets, Assessment and Treatment”. Ralf Weiskirchen (left); Tilman Sauerbruch (right). 
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