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Community Safety Branch, Emergency Preparedness Research Evaluation & Practice (EPREP) Program,
Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, 90 Smith Street, Boston, MA 02115, USA; testa@hsph.harvard.edu
1 Presented at the Global Safety Evaluation Workshop, Online, 1 July-31 December 2020.

Abstract: When evaluating the effectiveness of public health, and behavioral and medical interven-
tions, various methods can be used to systematically judge the merit, worth, value, and significance
of the program’s outcomes. This presentation will describe what is meant by “evaluation approaches”
by providing examples of the characteristics of several different types of approaches, such as, the
appreciative inquiry, beneficiary assessment and case study approaches. The presentation will then
focus on introducing the developmental evaluation approach by comparing it to the traditional
evaluation approach in terms of its purpose, the evaluator’s role, accountability, measurement, and
results. Examples of the causal inference pathways underlying the developmental and traditional
approaches will illustrate how developmental approaches can accommodate multivariable and
multivariate models, this can be used to evaluate the intricacies of complex real-world problems

and programs.

Keywords: program evaluation; developmental evaluation; causal inference; applied epidemiology
and biostatistics

Proceedings 2021, 77, 4. https:/ /doi.org/10.3390/ proceedings2021077004 https:/ /www.mdpi.com/journal /proceedings


https://www.mdpi.com/journal/proceedings
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/proceedings
https://www.mdpi.com
https://doi.org/10.3390/proceedings2021077004
https://doi.org/10.3390/proceedings2021077004
https://doi.org/10.3390/proceedings2021077004
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.3390/proceedings2021077004
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/proceedings
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/proceedings2021077004?type=check_update&version=1

