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Abstract: Maize is a major staple food crop grown in diverse ecological zones and consumed by 
many people in Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). An estimated 208 million people in Africa depend on 
maize as a food security crop and a major source of calories. Similarly, a vast majority of 
smallholder farmers cultivate maize for its economic returns. However, in recent years, maize 
yields from various fields across Africa have declined due to the invasion of Fall Armyworm 
(FAW) Spodoptera frugiperda. The study presents a literature review on the widespread 
distribution and impact of FAW on maize yields in Africa. The study identifies that maize yield loss 
in most countries continues to increase, which poses a present and future food security threat to 
farmers and their families. While most farmers have adopted various chemicals to control FAW, 
the majority of these chemicals are associated with health and environmental problems. The study, 
therefore, recommends extensive education of farmers on the early identification of FAW and 
appropriate management and control methods. It also stresses the need for various governments, 
as part of the national policy, to focus on environmentally safe and sustainable control methods to 
reduce the impact of FAW and increase maize yields. 
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