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Abstract

Introduction: The colossal European catfish (Silurus glanis) is the largest invasive freshwa-
ter fish on the Iberian Peninsula, reaching up to 2.8 metres and 130 kg in weight. Its large
size makes it a highly valued target for recreational anglers, leading to repeated illegal
introductions across several Iberian watersheds. Despite its appeal to anglers, this species is
recognised as a high-impact invasive predator with substantial ecological consequences for
European freshwater ecosystems. Recently, large catfish aggregations have been reported
by anglers and environmentalists in several areas of Portugal and Spain. These impressive
aggregations are frequently documented on videos and posted on social media networks
(Facebook, WhatsApp groups, etc) or shared directly with our team members. Objec-
tive: Such records provide a valuable source of information for identifying the habitats
and seasonal periods associated with aggregation behaviours and may therefore support
more efficient management and population control actions. Methodology: We compiled
information on European catfish aggregation events in Southern Iberia, namely date and
location. The catfish aggregations were mapped, and their general habitat characteristics
were described. Results: We recorded 10 catfish aggregation events, most of which oc-
curred between May and June. These were generally located in transitional areas between
lentic and lotic habitats, especially in narrower river sections. Possible explanations include
hydromorphological constraints, seasonal environmental conditions, and species-specific
behavioural responses, although these mechanisms require further investigation. Conclu-
sions: Within the LIFE PREDATOR project, which focuses on the management of European
catfish in the Tagus watershed, knowledge of aggregation locations is important to direct
population control efforts aimed at reducing the abundance of this invasive fish. More-
over, the identification of common habitat characteristics may help predict other potential
aggregation sites and improve the planning of future management actions.
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