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Table S1. Rabies disease status and national notification status of Caribbean countries and territories 
surveyed. 

Location 
Rabies status reported on 

survey 
Notifiable disease in 

animals 
Notifiable disease in 

humans 
Aruba  Non-endemic No No  

Barbados Non-endemic Yes Yes 
Belize  Endemic Yes Yes 

Bonaire Non-endemic Yes Yes 
Bermuda Non-endemic Yes Yes 

British Virgin Islands Non-endemic No No 
Cayman islands  Non-endemic Yes Yes 

Cuba Endemic Yes Yes 
Curacao Non-endemic Yes Yes 

Dominica Non-endemic Yes No 
Dominican Republic Endemic Yes Yes 

French Guiana Endemic Yes Yes 
Grenada Endemic Yes Yes 

Guadeloupe Non-endemic Yes Yes 
Guyana Endemic Yes Yes 

Haiti  Endemic Yes Yes 
Jamaica  Non-endemic Yes No 

Nevis (St. Kitts) Non-endemic Yes No 
Martinique Non-endemic Yes Yes 
Montserrat Non-endemic Yes Yes 
Puerto Rico Endemic Yes Yes 
St. Eustatius Non-endemic Yes Yes 

St. Kitts Non-endemic Yes No 
St. Lucia Non-endemic Yes Yes 

St. Maarten Non-endemic No Yes 
St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines Non-endemic Yes Yes 

Suriname Endemic Yes Yes 
Trinidad and Tobago Endemic Yes Yes 

Turks and Caicos Non-endemic Yes Yes 
US Virgin Islands Non-endemic Yes Yes 

  



Table S2. Mandatory reporting of rabies virus exposure incidents in humans and animals. 

Location 
Human 

incidents  Species involved 
Animal 

incidents  Species involved 

Belize Yes  Dog, bat, fox and any wild animal No n.a. 
Cuba Yes  Dog, bat, mongoose, rodents, cat, pig No n.a. 

Dominican Republic Yes Dog, mongoose Yes Dog, bat, mongoose 

French Guiana Yes Dog, bat, mongoose, all mammals Yes 
Dog, bat, 

mongoose, all 
mammals 

Grenada Yes Dog, mongoose, ruminants, cat Yes Dog, mongoose, cat 
Guyana n.r. n.r. Yes Bat 

Haiti Yes Dog Yes Dog 
Puerto Rico Yes All mammals Yes All mammals 
Suriname No n.a. No n.a. 

Trinidad and Tobago No n.a. Yes Not specified 
Aruba No n.a. No n.a. 

Barbados No n.a. No n.a. 
Bonaire Yes Dog  Yes Dog  

Bermuda Yes Dog, cat No n.a. 
British Virgin Islands No n.a. No n.a. 

Cayman Islands No n.a. No n.a. 
Dominica n.r. n.r. n.r. n.r. 

St. Maarten Yes Dog No n.a. 
Guadeloupe Yes Dog, bat, cat, cattle No n.a. 

Jamaica No n.a. No n.a. 
Turks and Caicos No n.a. Yes Dog 
US Virgin Islands Yes Dog, mongoose Yes  Dog, mongoose 

Montserrat Yes Dog No n.a. 
Curacao No n.a. Yes Dog, bat 

Martinique Yes All mammals Yes All mammals 
Sint Eustatius Yes Dog  Yes Dog  

St. Kitts No n.a. No n.a. 
Nevis (St. Kitts) No n.a. No n.a. 

St. Lucia No n.a. No n.a. 
St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines No n.a. No n.a. 

n.r. (no response), n.a. (not applicable) 
  



Table S3. Bat species richness and species identified as rabies positive in the Caribbean 

Location 
Bat species 

richness (No. 
of species) 

Bat species positive for rabies 

Belize 70 [1] 

Myotis fortidens (Cinnamon myotis bat), Myotis nigricans 
(Black myotis bat), Artibeus lituratus (Great fruit-eating bat), 
Artibeus jamaicensis (Jamaican fruit-eating bat), Phyllostomus 
discolour (Pale spear-nosed bat), Molossus molossus (Pallas’s 

mastiff bat), Molossus sinaloae (Sinaloan mastiff bat), 
Desmodus rotundus (Common vampire bat) [2] 

Cuba 26 [3] 
Eptesicus fuscus (Big brown bat), Eumops glaucinus 

(Wagner’s bonneted bat), Artibeus jamaicensis (Great fruit-
eating bat), Molossus molossus (Pallas’s mastiff bat)   [2,4,5] 

French Guiana 102 [6,7] Desmodus rotundus (Common vampire bat) [8] 

Grenada 12 [9] 
Artibeus jamaicensis (Great fruit-eating bat), Molossus 

molossus (Pallas’s mastiff bat) [10,11] 
Guyana 121 [6,7]  No surveillance 

Hispaniola (Haiti 
and Dominican 

Republic) 
18 [12] Tadarida brasiliensis (Brazilian free-tailed bat)* [13] 

Puerto Rico 13 [14]  None identified to date [14,15] 
Suriname 96 [7]  No surveillance 

Trinidad  69 [16,17] 

Desmodus rotundus (Common vampire bat), Diaemus youngi 
(White winged vampire bat), Carollia perspicillata (Seba’s 

short-tailed bat), Artibeus lituratus (Great fruit-eating bat), 
Artibeus jamaicensis (Jamaican fruit-eating bat), Molossus 
molossus (Pallas’s mastiff bat), Diclidurus albus (Northern 
ghost bat), Pteronotus davyi (Davy’s naked-backed bat), 

Pteronotus parnellii (Parnell’s mustached bat) [2,18] 
* isolated in the Dominican Republic 
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