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Abstract: The processing of the piece surfaces involves the transformation of the blank into a piece,
the defining characteristics of the surfaces (the form, dimensions, deviations, etc.), depending to
a large extent on the parameters of the generated processes of the surfaces. Generating surfaces
by enveloping represents a complex problem, this mode of generating being a constant concern of
researchers due to its advantages. A very important issue is the cutting edge profiling of the future
tool, which will generate the wanted profile of the piece. Throughout time, researchers have studied
the problems of enveloping surfaces and stated theorems related to them, based on which practical
solutions have been conceive to determine the generating and generated surfaces form. The paper
presents an overview on study methods for reciprocally enwrapping surfaces, as well as methods
for profiling tools for generating helical surfaces by the kinematic method and by the method of
decomposing the helical movement. This review can represent a basis for future research articles
and projects.

Keywords: enwrapping surfaces; profiling; geometrical methods

1. Introduction

The processing of the surfaces of the pieces assume transforming the blank into a
piece, having the shape and dimensions prescribed in the design stage.

According to well-known authors such as Radzevich [1], the purpose of machining
processes is to obtain the functional surfaces of the pieces. The defining characteristics of
the surfaces of the processed pieces, such as their shape, dimensions, deviations, roughness,
etc., largely depend on the parameters of the surface generating processes [1].

The generating of surfaces by enwrapping is a problem of utmost importance, both in
the case of cutting processes and in the case of plastic deformation processes. This mode
of generating has been a continuing concern of researchers and technologists due to the
advantages of this mode of generating. Among these advantages are: high productivity
and increased machining accuracy, due to the fact that the profile errors of the tool are
greatly reduced on the profile of the generated piece [1,2].

According to Cioară [3], a piece can be obtained by various manufacturing processes,
in accordance with different requirements such as: dimensional accuracy, surface quality
or productivity. The shape of that part is characterized by the generating and directing
curves, which can be obtained by copying, kinematically or can be materialized by the
cutting edges of the tools.

In his work, Cioară [3] presents the cases of generating the surfaces characterized by
the director obtained kinematically, in the form of the envelope of a family of curves.

Since the 19th century, there have been concerns about improving the profiles of the
active surfaces of the gears. George Biddell Airy [4] performed research in this field, starting
from previous studies conducted by Euler in 1760.

Inventions 2022, 7, 10. https://doi.org/10.3390/inventions7010010 https://www.mdpi.com/journal/inventions

https://doi.org/10.3390/inventions7010010
https://doi.org/10.3390/inventions7010010
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/inventions
https://www.mdpi.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5427-8292
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3764-4243
https://doi.org/10.3390/inventions7010010
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/inventions
https://www.mdpi.com/article/10.3390/inventions7010010?type=check_update&version=2


Inventions 2022, 7, 10 2 of 33

Concerns about changing the shape of teeth in order to improve their bearing capacity
are still relevant, as evidenced by research [5–8].

Profiling the tools that generate by enveloping often requires an analytical representa-
tion of the surfaces of the pieces. In addition, the analytical representation of surfaces is used
for processing on computer numerical control (CNC) machines and for computer-aided
inspection processes (CAD, CAM) [9,10].

The generating of surfaces by enwrapping involves their processing by cutting, in
which case, obviously, the quality of the surfaces obtained depends mainly on the geometry
of the cutting tool.

A particularly important problem is the profiling of the edge of the future tool, which
will generate the desired profile of the piece. This implies the existence of adequate
methodologies, which allow us to solve the problem of profiling the tools that generate by
enwrapping.

Over time, researchers have studied the aspects of surface enwrapping and stated the-
orems related to them, based on which practical solutions have been devised to determine
the shape of generating and generated surfaces [1,2,11,12].

Initially, the issue of generating surfaces by enveloping had a graphical approach, due
to the difficulties related to the analytical calculation, often very laborious, necessary to
solve such problems.

The geometrical methods used in this regard are: the Camus theorem [13], a method
based on the fundamental properties of enwrapping curves [5], the Poncelet method (1827)
and the Rouleaux method (1842).

Subsequently, based on geometric methods, analytical methods for tool profiling were
developed, which generate by enwrapping, in particular, by the rolling method [2,12].

According to the definition accepted in the theory of enwrapping surfaces, rolling is
the relative movement of two curves that are constantly in contact.

It can be of two types: rolling without slipping and rolling with slipping. In the case
of rolling without slipping, the relative speeds between the two curves have the direction
of the common tangent. In the case of rolling with slipping, the curves have the same
direction of the common tangent at the point of contact and the relative speeds are of
opposite directions.

Theodore Olivier (1842) developed two fundamental theorems, which bear his name,
for the case of generating enveloping surfaces with linear contact and, respectively, with
point contact [2,14].

Subsequently, these theorems are reviewed by the mathematician Gohman (1896),
who approaches a method that simplifies the way of analyzing the contact of enwrapping
surfaces with linear contact and point contact [2,14].

In 1843, the normal theorem, also known as the Willis theorem, was developed for
reciprocally enwrapping profiles associated with rolling centrodes [15].

The Nikolaev method (1950) is also another method specific to the profiling of surfaces,
reciprocally enveloping, cylindrical or revolutionary [2].

Based on this fundamental method, Guo Q. et al. [16] developed an analytical method
for calculating the envelope of the tool profile at processing on a numerically controlled
five-axis machine.

In paper [17], based on the normal to the generating surface and the relative velocity
vector between the tool and the blank, the analytical expression of the enwrapping of
the cutting edge positions of the tool is obtained, during its movement according to the
programmed trajectory. The method is validated by exemplifying it when processing on a
machine tool with five axes numerically controlled and there is a wide discussion on the
influence of geometric errors of the tool on the generated surface.

Complementary methods, such as the minimum distance method (1992), method of
substituting circles (1998), the tangent method (2000) and the planar trajectory method
(2002), are methods that use the direct way of expressing the enwrapping conditions and
treat problems specific to the generating of reciprocally enveloping surfaces [18].
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The development of industrial systems, as well as the increasing use of computer
numerical controlled (CNC) machine tools, have allowed the generating of complex-shaped
surfaces, which use circular or rectilinear generating tools. They describe complex trajecto-
ries, involving the development of applications for the study of enveloping surfaces made
through graphic design programs, such as CATIA, AutoCAD, SolidEdge, etc. [16,18–36].

Albu [18] studied the possibility of simulating the milling processing with the front
cylinder tool of the helical surfaces of a conveyor screw. In the respective paper, the possi-
bility of obtaining a conical helical surface of variable pitch is analyzed.

Teodor V.G., Popa I. and Oancea N. (2010) created an algorithm to replace the plane
generators of surfaces discreetly known by Bezier curves [37,38].

As a result of the development of computing systems and the evolution of graphic
design media, graphic methods could be imagined and developed to solve the problems of
tool profiling, which generate by enwrapping thus providing solutions to problems related
to the study of reciprocally enveloping surfaces [21,37,39–44].

A number of authors have used the theory of enwrapping surfaces to study the effect
of deviations of the tool from the programmed trajectory on the geometric shape of the
generated surface [9,16,45–49].

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Olivier Method

This method is based on Olivier’s two fundamental theorems, namely:

- Theorem I—generating of surfaces with linear contact for conjugated surfaces that
depend on a single parameter [11,14];

- Theorem II—generating of surfaces with point contact for conjugated surfaces that
depend on two independent parameters [2,11].

In the case of Olivier’s first theorem, in a straight orthogonal system, a family of
surfaces that depends on a parameter is described by equations of form:

(Σ)ϕ :

∣∣∣∣∣∣
X = X(u, v, α);
Y = Y(u, v, α);
Z = Z(u, v, α),

(1)

or, in a vectorial expression:

→
R(u, v, α) = X(u, v, α) ·

→
i + Y(u, v, α) ·

→
j + Z(u, v, α) ·

→
k (2)

where, u and v are independent variable parameters of the current point belonging to the
Σ surface and α is the parameter that determines the family of surfaces [11,14].

Observation: The characteristic curve on a surface Σ, Figure 1, which performs a
movement in relation to a fixed part, depending on a single variable parameter, is the
geometric place of the points on the surface, where the normal to it is perpendicular to
the velocity vector,

→
v , in the absolute movement of the surface in relation to the fixed part

(fixed reference system) [50].
Olivier’s first theorem can be expressed, for a value of the variable parameter Σ,

depending on the variable parameters u and v of the surface, by the analytical forms [50]:

ϕ(u, v, α) = 0;
ϕ′α = 0,

(3)

or by a vectorial form equation:

Cα :

∣∣∣∣∣
→
r =

→
R(u, v, α);

→
Ru ·

→
Rv ·

→
Rα = 0.

(4)
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Figure 1. Characteristic curve.

In the case of a family of surfaces described by two independent parameters α and β,
it will have the parametric equations of the form [2]:

(Σ)α,β :

∣∣∣∣∣∣
x = x(u, v, α, β);
y = y(u, v, α, β);
z = z(u, v, α, β),

(5)

or:
→
R(u, v, α, β) = x(u, v, α, β) ·

→
i + y(u, v, α, β) ·

→
j + z(u, v, α, β) ·

→
k . (6)

According to Olivier’s second theorem [2], if the function
→
R(u, v, α, β) admits partial

derivatives after all arguments, in a domain D, of variation of the parameters u and v, for a
defined domain of the independent parameters α and β, then the envelope of the family
(Σ)α,β can be determined from the system of equations:

S :

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣∣
→
r =

→
R(u, v, α, β);

→
Ru ·

→
Rv ·

→
Rα = 0;

→
Ru ·

→
Rv ·

→
Rβ = 0,

(7)

where
→
Ru,

→
Rv,

→
Rα and

→
Rβ are partial derivatives of the

→
R vector.

2.2. Gohman Theorem

Olivier’s theorems allowed the mathematician Gohman (1896) to develop a method
for determining the characteristic curve on a moving surface.

The theorem states that: “a point on the S surface will belong to the characteristic
curve only if, at that point, the normal to the S surface is perpendicular to the velocity
vector

→
v , in the absolute movement executed by the surface” [2,51].

Figure 2 shows the S surface and the two reference systems.
The S surface, in the reference system XYZ, can be expressed as:

S : F(X, Y, Z) = 0. (8)
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The S surface executes a movement, depending on a single parameter τ. In this
movement, the S surface describes the family of surfaces (S)τ in the fixed system xyz in
the form:

(S)τ : F(x, y, z, τ) = 0. (9)
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Gohman’s theorem can define the characteristic curve C given by the system of equations:

C :


F(x, y, z, τ) = 0;
F′τ = FX

dx
dτ + FY

dy
dτ + FZ

dz
dτ = 0;

τ = constant.
(10)

The equation F′τ = FX
dx
dτ + FY

dy
dτ + FZ

dz
dτ can be seen as the scalar product of two

vectors, FX ·
→
i + FY ·

→
j + FZ ·

→
k , obviously representing the normal at the S surface,

→
NS and

the vector
→
v = dX

dτ ·
→
i + dY

dτ ·
→
j + dZ

dτ ·
→
k , representing the absolute velocity (relative to the

fixed system) in the movement of the surface.

Therefore, the condition F′τ = 0 can be written as
→
NS ·

→
v = 0, which allows the

enunciation of Gohman’s theorem.
The Gohman method can easily solve the problem of generating surfaces (surface

vortexes) associated with a couple of rolling centrodes (the case of rack tool generating,
gear shaped cutter tool generating or the generating of cylindrical helical surfaces with
rotary cutter tools) [9].

Based on Gohman’s theorem, Dooner [15] applies the theory of enwrapping surfaces
to cylindrical, conical and hypoid gears.

Dooner and Griffis present the application of the first gear law to the study of worm
and hypoid gears, in which, in general, normal at the flank of the tooth does not intersect
the instantaneous rotation axis [52]. In the same paper, the second law of gearing is applied
for the study of hyperboloid gears, noting that: “the spiral profile of the flank of the tooth, in
these gears, is generated so as to allow any pressure angle with the conjugate profile” [52].

2.3. Normals Method (Willis Theorem)

The “gearing” theorem, also known as the “normals method” or “Willis theorem”
(1843) [2,51] or sometimes as “Euler–Savary theorem” [52], can be stated as follows: “two
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profiles associated with rolling centrodes, which transmit rotational movement between
two parallel axes, are reciprocally enveloping if, in the process of rolling the centrodes,
the contact points of the profiles admit a common normal, which passes through the
gearing pole”.

Two enwrapping profiles are considered, Figure 3, having the two centrodes C1 and
C2 tangent at the contact point, P. The centrodes rotate around the axes O1 and O2 having
the velocities expressed by the parameters ω1 and ω2.
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In these circumstances, the transmission ratio may be established:

i =
ω2

ω1
. (11)

The relative velocity of points B1 and B2 will have the direction of the common
tangent to the C1 and C2 curves at the contact point (line t-t). As a result, the instanta-
neous radius of rotation PB1 = PB2 has the direction of the common normal at the two
conjugate profiles (line n-n).

2.4. Minimum Distance Method

Minimum distance method is an analytical method for the study of enwrapping
surfaces based on a specific theorem [2,12]: “the envelope of a family of plane curves that
performs a movement joined with a couple of rolling centrodes is the geometrical locus of
the points belonging to the family for which, in the different rolling positions, the distance
to the gearing pole is minimal”, Figure 4.

The following are defined:

- Centrode associated with the vortex of the blank profiles—C1 (radius circle Rrp);
- Centrode associated with the flank of the generating rack—C2 (line superimposed on

the η axis);
- Reference systems: xy—fixed reference system; XY—mobile reference system, joined

with the blank; and ξη—mobile reference system, joined with the generating rack.

If the parametric equations of the CΣ profile are defined:

C :
∣∣∣∣ X = X(u);

Y = Y(u)
(12)
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and the relative movement in relation to the rack system, ξη, in form:

ξ = ωT
3 (ϕ) · X− a; (13)

a =

∥∥∥∥∥ −Rrp
−Rrp · ϕ

∥∥∥∥∥, (14)

then, the family of profiles, CΣ, in the system ξη, is described by the transformation:

(CΣ)ϕ =

∣∣∣∣ ξ = X(u) · cosϕ−Y(u) · sinϕ + Rrp;
η = X(u) · sinϕ + Y(u) · cosϕ + Rrp · ϕ.

(15)
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The distance from the current point of the family of curves (CΣ)ϕ to the gearing pole
P, in the system ξη of the rack is:

d =

√
ξ2 +

(
η − Rrp

)2. (16)

The minimum condition of distance d becomes:

ξ · ξ ′u +
(
η − Rrp

)
· η′u = 0, (17)

representing the enwrapping condition according to this method.
The set of Equations (15) and (17) represents, in the ξη system, the enveloping surface

of the family (CΣ)ϕu
—the profile of the rack conjugated to the family (CΣ)ϕ.

2.5. Method of Substituting Circles

This method is based on a new principle, namely the family of substituting surfaces
(curves) [2,12,51,53] and can be stated as follows: “the envelope of a curve associated with
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a couple of rolling centrode is the family of substituting circles transposed, in the rolling
movement, on the conjugate centrode”, Figure 5.
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In the XY system, the family of substituting circles has the equations:

(C)r :
∣∣∣∣ X = −Rrpcosϕ1 − ricosβi;

Y = −Rrpsinϕ1 − risinβi.
(18)

The enwrapping condition is, in this case:

Y′(u) · sinϕ1 − X′(u) · cosϕ1 =
X(u) · X′(u) + Y(u) ·Y′(u)

Rrp
, (19)

with tgβi = −X′(u)
Y′(u) and ri = −

[
Rrpcos(ϕ1 + βi) + X(u)cosβi + Y(u)sinβi

]
.

The equations of the envelope S result:

ξ = −ri · cos(ϕ1 + βi);
η = −ri · sin(ϕ1 + βi) + Rrp · ϕ1.

(20)

The method of substituting circles has applicability in solving the problem of profiling
the tools that generate by enwrapping and allows a suggestive graphic expression, thus
preventing the avoidance of major errors. Applications of the method are presented
in [54,55].

2.6. Trajectory Method

Trajectory method is a complementary method which is based on determining the
enwrapping condition by identifying the trajectories of the points in the tool space, the tra-
jectories tangent to the profile to be generated [12,56].

The trajectory method can be expressed as follows: “the enveloping of a profile
associated with a centrode, belongs to a couple of rolling centrodes, is the enveloping
of the trajectories described by the point of this profile in the space associated with the
rolling centrode” [12].

Figure 6 shows a detail of the tool profile and the plane trajectories of the points
belonging to the piece’s profile in the tool’s space.

The parametric equations of the characteristic curve, CΣ, are given by Equation (12),
u being a variable parameter.
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Therefore, the rolling condition is:

λ = Rr · ϕ. (21)
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The family of trajectories is expressed by the form:

(CΣ)ϕ :
∣∣∣∣ ξ = ξ(u, ϕ);

η = η(u, ϕ).
(22)

Relation (22), along with the condition:

ξ ′u
ξ ′ϕ

=
η′u
η′ϕ

, (23)

allows us to determine the profile of the envelope, CS, which represents the enwrapping
curve of the in-plane trajectories of the points belonging to the curve CΣ, in the rolling
movement of the centrode [2,12].

2.7. Comparative Study on Specific Forms of Enwrapping Condition

In the case of analytical methods, in order to determine the profiles of the tools that
generate by enwrapping, by the rolling method, a typical algorithm is followed, consisting
of the following steps:

(1) Establishing the parametric equations of the profile to be generated;
(2) Determining the form of the rolling condition, which determines that the lengths

traversed by the instantaneous centers of rotation, on each of the two centrodes,
are equal;

(3) Determining the absolute movements of the piece and the tool;
(4) Based on the absolute movements, the relative movements between the tool and the

piece are determined;
(5) Considering the fixed tool, the family of curves generated by the profile of the piece is

determined, during the relative movement that it has towards the tool;
(6) Determining the specific form of the enwrapping condition;
(7) Associating to the family of curves, determined in step 5, the enwrapping condition

obtained in step 6, the profile of the generating tool is determined; practically, the en-
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wrapping condition allows that, from the points belonging to the family of curves,
only those belonging to the envelope, and, therefore, to the tool profile, to be selected.

(8) The parametric equations of the gearing curve can be obtained; this represents the geo-
metric locus, in the fixed space, in which the tangency between the two reciprocally en-
veloping profiles takes place, that of the piece-known and that of the tool-determined.

2.7.1. Rack Tool Profiling—Gohman’s Theorem

The rolling condition, according to the Gohman’s Theorem [11,41,57,58], see Figure 7,
of the centrode C1 (circle of radius Rrp), associated with the profile Σ and of the centrode
C2, associated with the rack tool S is given by the Equation (21).
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The reference systems, in this case, are presented in Figure 7.
The relative movement of the existing point in the mobile reference system joined with

the Σ profile towards to the mobile system joined with the rack tool is given by Equations
(13) and (14).

The parametric equations of the Σ profile are defined, depending on the variable
parameter u:

Σ :
∣∣∣∣ X = X(u);

Y = Y(u).
(24)

The envelope of the surface family (Σ)ϕ in the reference system ξηζ is determined,
which represents the flank of the generating rack, from (13) and (14):

(Σ)ϕ :
∣∣∣∣ ξ = ξ(u, ϕ);

η = η(u, ϕ).
(25)

According to Gohman’s theorem, for profiling rack tools, the enwrapping condition
will be [2]:

→
NΣ ·

→
Rϕ = 0, (26)

where
→
NΣ represents the normal at the Σ profile:

→
NΣ = Nx ·

→
i + Ny ·

→
j (27)
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and
→
Rϕ :

→
Rϕ = [Y(u, v)− Rrsinϕ] · NX − [X(u, v) + Rrcosϕ] · Ny = 0. (28)

2.7.2. Gear Shaped Cutter Tools Profiling—Gohman’s Theorem

In the case of gear shaped cutter tools [11,28,55,59,60], the rolling without sliding
movement is at the contact between two rotating cylindrical surfaces. The radii of the two
surfaces are denoted as follows: Rrp—for blank and Rrs—for tool. Figure 8 also shows the
centrodes associated with the tool and the blank, C2, respectively, C1.
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From the rolling condition, the transmission ratio expressed by the form is defined:

i =
ϕ2

ϕ1
=

Rrp

Rrs
, (29)

with ϕ1 and ϕ2 angular parameters belonging to the two rotational movements.
The parametric equations in the mobile reference system XYZ that define the Σ profile

are similar to Equation (24).
The relative movements of the mobile reference systems are:

ξ = ω3(−ϕ2)
[
ωT

3 (ϕ1) · X− a
]
, a =

(
−A12

0

)
. (30)

The family of surfaces, (Σ)ϕ1
, in the mobile reference system ξηζ is given by the equation:

(Σ)ϕ1
:
∣∣∣∣ ξ = X(u)cos(ϕ1 + ϕ2)−Y(u)sin(ϕ1 + ϕ2) + A12cosϕ2;

η = X(u)sin(ϕ1 + ϕ2) + Y(u)cos(ϕ1 + ϕ2) + A12sinϕ2,
(31)

A12 representing the distance measured between the z and z0 axes.
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The enwrapping condition, in the case of gear shaped cutter tools, has the form:

[(1 + i) ·Y(u, v)− i · A12 · sinϕ1] · NX − [(1 + i) · X(u, v) + i · A12 · cosϕ1] · NY = 0. (32)

2.7.3. Rotary Cutter Tools Profiling—Gohman’s Theorem

In the case of generating with the rotary cutter tool [11,12,41,54], Figure 9, the plane of
the blank will roll on the tool cylinder of radius Rrs. The centrodes are represented: C1—the
centrode associated with the blank, and C2—the centrode of the rotary cutter.
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Figure 9. Generating with rotary cutter tool.

The rolling condition is:
λ = Rrs · ϕ. (33)

The relative movement of the blank relative to the ξη system is:

ξ = ω3(ϕ) · [X + a], a =

∥∥∥∥∥ −Rrs
−Rrs · ϕ

∥∥∥∥∥. (34)

The parametric equations in the mobile reference system are of the form (24). The en-
wrapping condition becomes, in this case:

[−Y(u) + Rrs · ϕ] · NX + X(u) · NY = 0. (35)

2.7.4. Rack Tool Profiling—Minimum Distance Method

Knowing the curve CΣ of the profile to be generated by the equation of type (24),
with u variable parameter, as well as the relative movement in the mobile reference system
of the generating rack ξη, (13), the family of profiles can be determined with the Equation
(15) [12,61], with Rrp—rolling radius of the blank centrode.

Therefore, the enwrapping condition according to the minimum distance method is
give by (17).

2.7.5. Gear Shaped Cutter Tool Profiling—Minimum Distance Method

Figure 10 shows the minimum distance method applied at generating with the gear
shaped cutter tool [12,61].
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The relative movements of the mobile reference systems are given by Equation (30).
Equation (30) represents the relative movement of the blank in the reference system of the
tool, the relative movement of the tool towards the piece being expressed in the form:

X = ω3(ϕ1)
[
ωT

3 (−ϕ2) · ξ + a
]
. (36)
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The enwrapping condition, according to the minimum distance method, is given by
the relation:

(ξ − Rrs · cosϕ2) · ξ ′u + (η − Rrs · sinϕ2) · η′u = 0. (37)

2.7.6. Rotary Cutter Tool Profiling—Minimum Distance Method

Figure 11 shows the profiling of the rotary cutter tool [12,61], according to the mini-
mum distance method.
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The relative movement of the piece in the tool space is given by Equation (34).
The enwrapping condition is:

(ξ + Rrs · cosϕ) · ξ ′u + (η − Rrs · sinϕ) · η′u = 0 (38)

By combining Equations (34) and (38), the profile of the rotary cutter tool is obtained.
To ensure the generation of the active surface of the pump screw [62,63], it is necessary

that the two helical surfaces, the tool and the blank, have opposite directions and have the
same inclination to their own axes on the rolling circles.

2.8. Profile of Tools for Generating of Helical Surfaces by Kinematic Method
2.8.1. Profiling of the Disk Tool for the Generating of Helical Surfaces—Profiling Algorithm

The generating of helical surfaces with disc tools has a wide spread, both in mass
production (processing of helical drill channels), large series production (in the case of
milling of machine tool screws) [64–67] as well as in the production of unique [68].

Determining the form of the primary peripheral surface of the tool involves determin-
ing the axial section of the rotating surface—the most commonly used case in practice is
when the clearance angle of the tool teeth is zero, therefore the axial section of the rotating
surface is given by the cutting edge configuration of the tool teeth [2,69].

Thus, with the helical surface Σ being known, of axis
→
V and parameter p, the rotation

surface S can be determined, this being reciprocally enveloping with the surface Σ.
The reference systems are defined according to Figure 12.
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Figure 12. Disc tool-reference systems: xyz—fixed reference system, the z axis being superimposed on
the axis of the rotation surface S; X—mobile reference system, integral with the Σ surface, the Z axis

being superimposed on the axis
→
V at the initial moment, with the plane ZO1Y the mobile reference

system is parallel to the plane zOy.

The axis of the S surface, the axis
→
A is at a distance a from the axis of the helical surface

→
V and, together with it, forms the angle of inclination, α. This angle is determined by the
pitch of the helical surface being processed.

If the surfaces S and Σ are reciprocally enveloping, the surface S is considered to be
the family envelope (Σ), in the absolute movement performed by the surface.

Although the surface Σ performs a compound movement: a rotational movement

about the axis
→
A and a helical movement about the axis

→
V and parameter p, the characteristic
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of the Σ surface depends only on the first mentioned movement (rotational movement),
because in the case of the helical movement, Σ self-generates.

Thus, the movement of the Σ surface, being joined with the mobile reference system,
XYZ, will be known from the transformation of coordinates:

X = α·[ω3(ϕ)·x− A], (39)

where:

- α represents the transformation matrix between the versors of the XYZ and xyz systems
and is given by the relation:

α =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
1 0 0
0 cosα −sinα
0 sinα cosα

∥∥∥∥∥∥; A =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
−a

0
0

∥∥∥∥∥∥; (40)

- A-the matrix formed by the coordinates of point O1, compared to the fixed coordi-
nate system.

Given that the parameter ϕ is a function of time, after development, the relationship

x = ωT
3 (ϕ) ·

[
αT · X + A

]
(41)

represents the movement law of a point of space XYZ towards to the fixed reference system.
The characteristic curve is determined by calculating, in the first step, the velocity vec-

tor
→
Rϕ, in movement of a point in the space XYZ towards to the fixed reference system, xyz:

Rϕ =
dx
dϕ

. (42)

From Equation (41), it results:

Rϕ =
.

ω
T
3 (ϕ) · αT · X +

.
ω

T
3 (ϕ) · A (43)

or

Rϕ =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
−sinϕ −cosϕ 0
cosϕ −sinϕ 0

0 0 0

∥∥∥∥∥∥ ·
∥∥∥∥∥∥

1 0 0
0 cosα sinα
0 −sinα cosα

∥∥∥∥∥∥ ·
∥∥∥∥∥∥

X
Y
Z

∥∥∥∥∥∥+
∥∥∥∥∥∥
−sinϕ −cosϕ 0
cosϕ −sinϕ 0

0 0 0

∥∥∥∥∥∥ ·
∥∥∥∥∥∥
−a

0
0

∥∥∥∥∥∥. (44)

The result is the matrix:

Rϕ =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
−X · sinϕ−Y · cosϕ · cosα− Z · cosϕ · sinα + a · sinϕ
X · cosϕ−Y · sinϕ · cosα− Z · sinϕ · sinα− a · cosϕ

0

∥∥∥∥∥∥ (45)

or, in vector form:

→
Rϕ = [−X · sinϕ−Y · cosϕ · cosα− Z · cosϕ · sinα + a · sinϕ] ·

→
i +

+[X · cosϕ−Y · sinϕ · cosα− Z · sinϕ · sinα− a · cosϕ] ·
→
j .

(46)

In the mobile coordinate system, XYZ, the parametric equations of the helical surface
Σ are known:

Σ


X = X(u, v);
Y = Y(u, v);
Z = Z(u, v),

(47)



Inventions 2022, 7, 10 16 of 33

with u and v independent variables.

The vector of the normal at the Σ surface,
→
NΣ, is established:

→
NΣ = Nx ·

→
i + Ny ·

→
j + Nz ·

→
k . (48)

The enwrapping condition is, according to Gohman’s theorem, given by
→
NΣ ·

→
Rϕ = 0.

The condition requires that the vectors
→
NΣ and

→
Rϕ be defined in the same reference

system.

Therefore, the vector
→
NΣ will be defined according to the fixed coordinate system, xyz,

by the transformation: ∥∥∥∥∥∥
Nx
Ny
Nz

∥∥∥∥∥∥ =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
1 0 0
0 cosα sinα
0 −sinα cosα

∥∥∥∥∥∥ ·
∥∥∥∥∥∥

NX
NY
NZ

∥∥∥∥∥∥. (49)

The director parameters of the normal are:

Nx = NX ;
Ny = NY · cosα + NZ · sinα;
Nz = −NY · sinα + NZ · cosα,

(50)

where Nx, Ny and Nz represent the director parameters of normal at the Σ surface in the
fixed coordinate system, xyz.

Thus, for a certain value of parameter ϕ, the expression of the condition for determin-
ing the characteristic curve is obtained, which allows the determination of a connection
between the parameters u and v, of the form v = v(u). Taking into account the Equations
(26), (45) and (50), the condition is:

(X–a) ·
(

Ny · cosα + Nz · sinα
)
–(Y · cosα + Z · sinα) · NX = 0. (51)

The condition (51) and the expression of the parametric equations of the helical surface
Σ (47) determine the equations of the characteristic curve, C:

C :


X = X(u);
Y = Y(u);
Z = Z(u).

(52)

The axial section of the rotating surface, S, is, in fact, the primary peripheral surface
of the tool, which, by means of the equations of the characteristic curve, C, at the fixed
coordinate system, xyz, results in the transformation of coordinates:

C :


x = X− a;

y = Y · cosα + Z · sinα;
z = −Y · sinα + Z · cosα.

(53)

By replacing in Equation (52) the parameters X, Y and Z determine the parametric
equations of the characteristic curve, C, in the coordinate system, xyz:

C :


x = x(u);
y = y(u);
z = z(u).

(54)

The characteristic curve has a rotational movement around the axis
→
A, thus generating

the S surface, simplifying the determination of the axial section of the surface.
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The points M and N on the characteristic curve, C and the generator, G, are on the
same parallel circle, in the same plane perpendicular to the tool axis, Figure 13.
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The radius of the parallel circle is determined by the relation:

R =
√

x2(u) + y2(u). (55)

The equations of the axial section of the SA surface are given by the relation:

SA

{
R =

√
x2(u) + y2(u);

H = z(u).
(56)

The axis of the tool is defined by the axis
→
A defined by the parameters a and α, and is

perpendicular to the helix of minimum inclination of the helical surface—Figure 14.

Inventions 2022, 6, x FOR PEER REVIEW 18 of 36 
 

The radius of the parallel circle is determined by the relation: 

( ) ( )= + .2 2R x u y u  (61) 

The equations of the axial section of the SA surface are given by the relation: 

( ) ( )
( )

 = +


=

;

.

2 2

A

R x u y u
S

H z u
 (62) 

The axis of the tool is defined by the axis 

A  defined by the parameters a and α, and 

is perpendicular to the helix of minimum inclination of the helical surface—Figure 14. 

 
Figure 14. Axial section of the rotating surface. 

Figure 15 shows the generating kinematics, namely the relative position of the tool 
(milling disc) and the blank (trapezoidal thread). 

 
Figure 15. Generating kinematics with disc tool: movement I—rotational movement of the blank 
around its own axis, II—translational movement, along the same axis; III—cutting movement. 

If D is the diameter of the cylinder, corresponding to the helical line, which belongs 
to the surface to be processed and PE represents the pitch of the helical surface, the angle 
of inclination, α, can be determined as follows: 

Figure 14. Axial section of the rotating surface.

Figure 15 shows the generating kinematics, namely the relative position of the tool
(milling disc) and the blank (trapezoidal thread).

If D is the diameter of the cylinder, corresponding to the helical line, which belongs to
the surface to be processed and PE represents the pitch of the helical surface, the angle of
inclination, α, can be determined as follows:

α = arctg
π · D

PE
. (57)
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2.8.2. Profiling of Cylindrical-Front Tools (Finger Cutter Tools) for the Generating of
Helical Surfaces—Profiling Algorithm

For technological or economic reasons, in some cases (for example zig-zag or V-teeth),
the use of disc tools is not possible and it is necessary to use a tool with a smaller size for
profiling helical surfaces [18,40,70].

Therefore, the disc tool is replaced with a finger cutter tool or a cylinder-front tool.
To determine the primary peripheral surface of the tool, a rotating surface is deter-

mined, perpendicular to the axis of the helical surface, Σ, already known and reciprocally
enveloping with it [28,40].

The helical surface, Σ, performs a combined movement: a helical movement, of axis
→
V

and parameter p and a rotational movement around the axis
→
A. The surface envelope Σ, de-

pends only on the rotational movement, because, in the helical movement, it self-generates.
Coordinate systems are defined according to Figure 16.
The movement of the helical surface is described by the transformation of coordinates:

x = ωT
1 (ϕ) · αT(X + α · a); (58)

where:

α =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
cosα −sinα 0
sinα cosα 0

0 0 1

∥∥∥∥∥∥; a =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
0
0
−m

∥∥∥∥∥∥. (59)

The parameter m is a constant that depends on the relative position of the reference
systems presented above. Usually, to simplify the calculations, it is consider m = 0.

The characteristic curve, C, of the Σ surface is determined by the equation:
→
N∑ ·

→
Rϕ = 0,

for the parameter ϕ = constant.

The vector
→
Rϕ is calculated as follows:

Rϕ =
dx
dϕ

=
.

ω
T
1 (ϕ) · αT · (X + α · a), (60)

which, after development, has the form:

Rϕ =

∥∥∥∥∥ −X · sinϕ · sinα−Y · sinϕ · cosα− (Z−m) · cosϕ
−X · cosϕ · sinα + Y · cosϕ · cosα− (Z−m) · sinϕ

∥∥∥∥∥. (61)
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→
A.

In the mobile coordinate system, XYZ, the parametric equations of the helical surface
Σ are known by equations of type (47).

The normal
→
N∑ is defined with Equation (48), which, in the xyz coordinate system,

has the director parameters:

nx = NX · cosα + NY · sinα;
ny = −NX · sinα + NY · cosα;
nz = NZ.

(62)

The condition for determining the characteristic curve, for ϕ = 0, is obtained from
Equation (26):

[Y · NZ − (Z−m) · NY] · cosα− [X · NZ − (Z−m) · NX ] · sinα = 0, (63)

which, associated with Equation (47), allows to obtain the parametric equations of the
characteristic curve in form (52).

The Equation (63) is equivalent to the coplanarity condition of the vectors
→
N∑ and

→
A

is described by an equation of form, with X, Y and Z defined by (52):∣∣∣∣∣∣
NX NY NZ

cosα sinα 0
X Y Z

∣∣∣∣∣∣ = 0, (64)

being known as “Nicolaev condition”.
From a technological point of view, it is necessary to determine the axial section of the

finger cutter tool, Figure 17.
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Figure 17. The axial section of the finger cutter tool.

The parametric equations of the characteristic curve are related to the coordinate
system, xyz, by the transformation:

X = α · (x – a); (65)

with C given by (54).
The parametric equations of the axial section are:

SA

{
R =

√
y2(u) + z2(u);

H = x(u).
(66)

Figure 18 shows the kinematic principle when processing helical surfaces with finger
cutter tools [1,18].
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Figure 18. Kinematic principle.

Movement I represents the rotation of the blank around its own axis. This is correlated
with the translational movement II, along the same axis, to ensure the helical movement.

Movement III, represents the rotational movement of the tool, being ensured by a
special kinematic chain. The velocity with which the generator travels through the helical
direction is conditioned by the possibilities of the technological process used.
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2.8.3. Profiling of Cylindrical Generating Tools (Slotting Tools) for Generating of Helical
Surfaces—Profiling Algorithm

Slotting is the process of generating helical surfaces, [7,53], most often used in the
case of tools with cutting edges that belong to cylindrical surfaces or which, in relative
movement to the blank, generates a cylindrical surface [1].

Although the processing productivity is relatively low, the operation of a slotting tool
is simpler, due to the ease of its profiling process.

Figure 19 shows the relative position of the cylindrical (generating) and helical surfaces.
The cylindrical surface is determined, reciprocally enveloping with the given surface.
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Figure 19. The relative position of the cylindrical (generating) and helical surfaces. Reference systems:
XYZ represents the mobile reference system, joined with the helical surface; xyz—fixed coordinate
system; the y-axis is parallel to the direction of the cylindrical surface generators; X’Y’Z’—mobile
reference system resulting from the movement of the XYZ system with the variable parameter δ.

To generate the helical surface, S tool performs two movements:

- Translational movement, along the own generators, determining the main cutting move-
ment;

- Helical movement of the axis
→
V and helical parameter p, determining the generating

movement of Σ surface.

As in the previous cases, the characteristic of the Σ surface does not depend on the
helical movement, in which the surface self-generates.

Reference systems are defined according to Figure 19.
In the mobile reference system, the equations of the helical surface are known by

equations of type (47), with u and v independent variables.
The movement of the XYZ system and of the Σ surface, along the generators of the

cylindrical surface, is given by the relation:

x = αT ·X + a, (67)
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where:

α =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
1 0 0
0 cosα −sinα
0 sinα cosα

∥∥∥∥∥∥; a =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
0
δ
0

∥∥∥∥∥∥, (68)

with δ variable parameter.

The director parameters of the normal,
→
N∑, are expressed as follows:

→
NΣ = NZ ·

⇀
i + NY ·

⇀
j + NZ ·

⇀
k . (69)

In the xyz coordinate system, the director parameters of the normal are:

nx = NX ;
ny = NY · cosα + NZ · sinα;
nz = −NY · sinα + NZ · cosα.

(70)

The vector
→
Rδ is calculated as follows:

Rδ =
dx
dδ

=

∥∥∥∥∥∥
0
1
0

∥∥∥∥∥∥ or
→
Rδ =

→
j . (71)

Thus, the condition for determining the characteristic curve,
→
NΣ ·

→
Rϕ = 0, is expressed

as follows:
NY · cosα + NZ · sinα = 0, (72)

condition that allows the expression of the parametric equations of the characteristic curve
of the form:

C


X = X(v);
Y = Y(v);
Z = Z(v).

(73)

In the xyz coordinate system, the equations of the characteristic curve are deter-
mined from:

x = αT ·X, (74)

having the form:

C


x = X(v);
y = Y(v) · cosα + Z(v) · sinα;
z = −Y(v) · sinα + Z(v) · cosα.

(75)

Thus, the equation of the S surface will be:

→
R =

→
r + λ ·

→
t , (76)

where:

-
→
R represents the vector of a current point on the cylindrical surface;

-
→
r —the vector of a current point on the characteristic curve;

- λ—variable parameter;

-
→
t =

→
j —the versor of the cylindrical surface generators.

Equation (76) is transcribed, in analytical form, as follows:
x = X(v);
y = Y(v) · cosα + Z(v) · sinα + λ;
z = −Y(v) · sinα + Z(v) · cosα.

(77)
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From (77), the condition results, representing the section Y = 0:

Y(v) · cosα + Z(v) · sinα + λ = 0, (78)

that allows the determination of the cross section equations, ST:

ST

{
y = y(λ);
z = z(λ).

(79)

Figure 20 shows the kinematic principle of generating in the processing of helical
surfaces with slotting tools.
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Figure 20. The kinematic principle of generating: I represents the rotational movement of the blank,
II—the translational movement of the blank along its own axis, III—the cutting movement performed
by the tool.

According to Figure 20, the movements are defined.
Movements I and II represent the helical movements of definition of the helical

surface Σ.

2.9. Generating of Helical Surfaces by the Method of Decomposing the Helical
Movement—Nikolaev Condition
2.9.1. Generating of Helical Surfaces with Disc Tools—Profiling Algorithm

The Nikolaev condition [2] is also known as the method of decomposing helical
movement according to which: “the characteristic of a revolution surface, reciprocally
enveloping a cylindrical and constant pitch helical surface, is the geometric locus of the
points belonging to the helical surface for which the normal at this intersects the axis of the
revolution surface” [2].

According to Figure 21, the problem involves determining the rotation surface S, the
helical surface, Σ, being obtained by means of the helical movement of the generator, G.

The axis of the rotation surface—
→
A forms, together with the axis of the Σ surface—

→
V

the angle of inclination α, the distance between the axes being determined by the scalar
parameter a [2,12].

Reference systems are defined:

- xyz represents the fixed reference system, the z axis being superimposed on the surface
axis Σ;

- x1y1z1—fixed coordinate system with z1 axis being superimposed on the axis
→
A;

- x2y2z2—fixed coordinate system, z2 axis being superimposed on the axis of rotation
→
B .
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Figure 21. Generating with disc-tool.

The determination of the S surface results from the determination of its characteristic
curve C, in the helical movement (V, ω, p).

In the helical movement of the characteristic curve C, the curve generates the Σ surface

and, if rotational movement is applied around the axis
→
A, the S surface is generated.

The helical movement of the rotating surface is decomposed into rotational movements

of axes
→
A and

→
B , their sum being equivalent to the helical movement [2].

If the normal
→
N is required to intersect the axis

→
A, therefore, according to the properties

of the helical radii, the normal
→
N also intersects the second conjugated axis.

The movement of the point M, corresponding to the S surface, represents a sum of

rotations around the axes
→
A and

→
B , the normal

→
N being perpendicular to the velocity vector

of this point. Therefore, the normal
→
N determines the characteristic curve.

The parametric equations of the helical surface Σ are known:

Σ

∣∣∣∣∣∣
x = x(u, v);
y = y(u, v);
z = z(u, v).

(80)

The position vector of the point M is given by:

→
r = x(u, v) ·

→
i + y(u, v) ·

→
j + z(u, v) ·

→
k . (81)

The following are defined:

- Axis of rotation surface S:

→
A = −sinα ·

→
j + cosα ·

→
k ; (82)
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- The vector O1M, joining the origin of the fixed coordinate system, x1y1z1 with the
point M:

O1M = [x(u, v)− a] ·
→
i + y(u, v) ·

→
j + z(u, v) ·

→
k . (83)

The characteristic curve, C, is determined from the coplanarity condition of the vectors
→
N,
→
A and O1M, the condition being of the form:(

O1M,
→
N,
→
A
)
= 0, (84)

or, taking into account the Equations (80)–(83):∣∣∣∣∣∣
x− a y z

Nx Ny Nz
0 −sinα cosα

∣∣∣∣∣∣ = 0, (85)

Nx, Ny and Nz being the guiding parameters of the normal at the Σ surface.

By developing the Equation (85) the condition
→
N ·
→
V = 0 can be rewritten in the form:

[(x− a) · Nz − z · Nx] · sinα +
[
(x− a) · Ny − y · Nx

]
· cosα = 0. (86)

Thus, the parametric equations of the characteristic curve, C, can be determined
in form given by Equation (54), associating to the Σ surface equations the enwrapping
condition (86).

To determine the axial section of the S surface, the characteristic curve is transposed
into the fixed coordinate system, x1y1z1, by transforming the coordinates:∥∥∥∥∥∥

x1
y1
z1

∥∥∥∥∥∥ =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
1 0 0
0 cosα sinα
0 −sinα cosα

∥∥∥∥∥∥ ·
∥∥∥∥∥∥

x
y
z

∥∥∥∥∥∥−
∥∥∥∥∥∥

a
0
0

∥∥∥∥∥∥
, (87)

or, after development: ∣∣∣∣∣∣
x1 = x− a;
y1 = ycosα + zsinα;
z1 = −ysinα + zcosα.

(88)

If the parameters x, y and z from Equations (54) and (88) are replaced, in the fixed
coordinate system, x1y1z1, the equations of the characteristic curve C will be obtained:

C

∣∣∣∣∣∣
x1 = x1(u);
y1 = y2(u);
z1 = z3(u).

(89)

By the rotational movement of the characteristic curve C around the axis
→
A, the

searched surface S can be generated.
Figure 22 shows the axial section of the disc tool.
The points M and N on the characteristic curve C and the generator G are on the same

parallel circle. The radius of the circle is determined by the relation:

r =
√

x2
1(u) + y2

1(u). (90)

Therefore, the parametric equations of the generator G are determined:

G

∣∣∣∣∣ R =
√

x2
1(u) + y2

1(u);
H = z1(u).

(91)
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2.9.2. Generating of Helical Surfaces with Cylindrical-Front Tool—Profiling Algorithm

According to Figure 23, the helical surface Σ is known, this being determined in the
helical movement (V, ω, p) of the generating curve, G, [2].
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Figure 23. Generating with cylinder-front surface; reference systems: z represents the fixed reference
system, with the z axis superimposed on the surface axis Σ; xz1—fixed reference system, the x1 axis
being superimposed on the axis of the searched surface, S.

It is required to determine a rotation surface, S, with the axis perpendicular to the
axis of the Σ surface. This surface is obtained from the condition that the Σ surface is the
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envelope of the (S) family in the helical movement and admits a common characteristic
with the helical surface, Σ.

The S surface performs the following movements:

- Rotational movement around its own axis, constituting the cutting movement;

- Helical movement of the axis
→
V and parameter p (the movement of generating the

helical surface).

The normal to the Σ surface is perpendicular to the velocity vector and must be in the
axial plane of the S surface.

Thus, for determination of the characteristic curve common to the reciprocally en-
veloping surfaces, the definition can be accepted: “the characteristic of a rotating surface,
having the axis perpendicular to the axis of the helical surface with which it is reciprocally
enveloping, represents the geometric locus of the points on the helical surface, where its
normal intersects the axis of the rotating surface” [2].

According to Figure 23, the coordinate systems are defined.
In the xyz coordinate system, the parametric equations of the Σ surface are known in

for given by Equation (80).

The position of the axis of the rotation surface of axis
→
A is also known:

→
A = cosγ ·

→
i + sinγ ·

→
j . (92)

The vector of the current point on the Σ surface
→
r , is determined by the relation (81).

At the same point, the normal to the helical surface Σ is given by (69).
The vector O1M is calculated as follows:

→
O 1M =

→
r −

→
OO1 =

→
r −m ·

→
k , (93)

where the m parameter is arbitrary and establishes a convenient position of the axis towards
to the Σ surface.

The condition of coplanarity is given by (84), or, after replacement:∣∣∣∣∣∣
x y z−m

cosγ sinγ 0
Nx Ny Nz

∣∣∣∣∣∣ = 0. (94)

By development, it results the condition for determining the characteristic curve
of form:

[y · Nz− (z−m) · Ny] · cosγ− [x · Nz− (z−m) · Nx] · sinγ = 0. (95)

Equations (54) and (95) define the equations of the characteristic curve C, common to
the surfaces S and Σ.

If it is chosen that the origins O and O1 of the reference systems coincide and that the

axis
→
A is parallel, for example, with the x-axis, then the relation (95) becomes:

x · Nz − z · Nx = 0. (96)

If a connection is established between the parameters u and v, of form u = u(v), then
the equations of the characteristic curve will be in form (52):

C

∣∣∣∣∣∣
x = x(v);
y = y(v);
z = z(v).

(97)



Inventions 2022, 7, 10 28 of 33

By relating the equations from the relation (97) to the reference system x1y1z1, joined
with the S surface, the transformation of coordinates is obtained:∥∥∥∥∥∥

x1
y1
z1

∥∥∥∥∥∥ =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
cosγ sinγ 0
−sinγ cosγ 0

0 0 1

∥∥∥∥∥∥ ·
∥∥∥∥∥∥

x
y
z

∥∥∥∥∥∥−
∥∥∥∥∥∥

0
0
m

∥∥∥∥∥∥
. (98)

Thus, the parametric equations of the characteristic curve will be brought, in principle,
to the form:

C

∣∣∣∣∣∣
x1 = x1(v);
y1 = y1(v);
z1 = z1(v).

(99)

The peripheral surface of the finger cutter tool is obtained by rotating the characteristic

around the axis
→
A.

According to Figure 24, the points M and N on the characteristic curve and on the
generator are at the same distance from the surface axis x1 (with x1 axis superimposed on
the H axis).
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The radius of the parallel circle is determined by the equation:

R =
√

y2
1(v) + z2

1(v), (100)

where y1(v) and z1(v) have the meanings given by the Equation (99).
Therefore, the parametric equations of the axial section, SA, are given by the relation:

SA

∣∣∣∣∣ R =
√

y2
1(v) + z2

1(v);
H = x1(u).

(101)

2.9.3. Generating of Helical Surfaces with Cylindrical Tools—Profiling Algorithm

The problem involves knowing the helical surface Σ, obtained by the helical movement
of the generating curve, G and determining a cylindrical surface, S, generated in the
directional movement by the edge of a planing tool, Figure 25 [2,12].
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The S surface is determined from the condition that the surface is the envelope of the

(S) family, in the helical movement of axis
→
V and parameter p. Therefore, the S surface

admits a contact curve with the helical surface, this curve being the characteristic curve, C.
Therefore, the cylindrical tool must perform the following movements:

- Translational movement along the own generators, which constitutes the cutting move-
ment;

- Helical movement, identical with the movement of generating the helical surface by
the generator, G.

Inventions 2022, 6, x FOR PEER REVIEW 31 of 36 
 

 
Figure 24. Axial section. 

The radius of the parallel circle is determined by the equation: 

= + ,2 2
1 1R y (v) z (v)  (117)

where y1(v) and z1(v) have the meanings given by the Equation (116). 
Therefore, the parametric equations of the axial section, SA, are given by the relation: 

= +
=

;
.

2 2
1 1

A
1

R y (v) z (v)S
H x (u)

 (118)

2.9.3. Generating of Helical Surfaces with Cylindrical Tools—Profiling Algorithm 
The problem involves knowing the helical surface Σ, obtained by the helical move-

ment of the generating curve, G and determining a cylindrical surface, S, generated in the 
directional movement by the edge of a planing tool, Figure 25 [2,12]. 

 
Figure 25. Generating with cylindrical tools. Figure 25. Generating with cylindrical tools.

The determination of the characteristic curve assumes that the normal to the Σ surface
is perpendicular to the direction of velocity, in the translational movement along the
generators of the S surface, therefore the condition for determining the characteristic curve
of the reciprocally enveloping surfaces, Σ and S can be stated as follows: “the characteristic
of the helically enwrapping surface with a cylindrical surface is the geometric locus of the
points on the helical surface, where the normal to it is perpendicular to the direction of the
cylindrical surface generators”.

In the xyz coordinate system, the Σ surface is known in form (80), the direction versor of

the generators of the cylindrical surface
→
t , is expressed in the form

→
t = sinα ·

→
j + cosα ·

→
k ,

where α represents the angle that the generators make with the axis
→
V.

If denoted by
→
N the normal at the current point on the helical Σ surface, having the

Equation (69), then, taking into account the Equations (80) and (81), the condition for
determining the characteristic C, is expressed in the form:

→
N ·
→
t = 0, (102)

or, after replacing:
Ny · sinα + Nz · cosα = 0. (103)

Equations (80) and (103) represent the parametric equations of the characteristic curve
C on the helical surface, Σ.

The Equation (103) determines a connection between the parameters u and v of the
form u = u(v), so that the parametric equations of the characteristic C can be expressed
as in (97).
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Characteristic C from Figure 25 together with the versor
→
t generates the S surface,

which is in fact the searched surface.
The equation of the S surface, in vector form, is

→
R =

→
r + λ

→
t , where λ is a variable

parameter and the vector
→
r of a point on the characteristic curve.

The parametric equations of the cylindrical surface, S, are:∣∣∣∣∣∣
x = x(v);
y = y(v) + λ · sinα ;
z = z(v) + λ · cosα.

(104)

The cross section, ST, of the S surface determines the form of the template with which
the profile of the planing cutter is controlled.

Therefore, it is considered a plane containing the x-axis and is perpendicular to the

direction of the versor
→
t denoted by P.

The equation of the P plane is:

→
r 1 ·

→
t = 0, (105)

where
→
r 1 represents the position vector of a current point in the P plane calculated by

the relation:
→
r 1 = x ·

→
i + y ·

→
j + z ·

→
k . (106)

After replacing the vectors, it results:

y · sinα + z · cosα = 0. (107)

Equations (104) and (107) represent the parametric equations of the cross section of
the cylindrical surface, S, the G curve:

G

∣∣∣∣∣∣
x = x(λ);
y = y(λ);
z = z(λ).

(108)

By coordinate transformation, changing the reference system, from xyz to x1y1z1,
the equations of the cross section take the form:∥∥∥∥∥∥

x1
y1
z1

∥∥∥∥∥∥ =

∥∥∥∥∥∥
1 0 0
0 cosα sinα
0 −sinα cosα

∥∥∥∥∥∥ ·
∥∥∥∥∥∥

x
y
z

∥∥∥∥∥∥. (109)

Taking into account the equation in relation (109), the parametric equations of the
cross section, S are determined:

S
∣∣∣∣ x1 = x(λ);

z1 = −y(λ) · cosα + z(λ) · sinα.
(110)

Equation (110) is the profile of the planing cutter that performs a translational move-

ment, representing the cutting movement, according to the direction of the versor
→
t .

3. Conclusions

The generating of surfaces by enwrapping presupposes the existence of specific
methodologies for solving the problem of profiling generating tools.

The profiling of the tools for generating by enwrapping can be done using the
fundamental theorems, applied in the conditions in which the surfaces are considered
non-deformable.
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These theorems have a high degree of generality and mathematical rigor, but can
sometimes be difficult to apply. The way of expressing the enwrapping conditions leads,
in many of the practical cases, to laborious analytical calculations and to complicated
analytical forms of expression of the equations of the enwrapping surfaces.

This led to the development of complementary methods, characterized by a simpler
expression of the enwrapping conditions.

Complementary methods are methods that use the direct way of expressing the
enwrapping conditions and treat problems specific to the generating of reciprocally en-
wrapping surfaces.

These methods have a simpler form of expression, but a lower degree of generality.
The paper presented a review on study methods for reciprocally enwrapping sur-

faces, as well as methods for profiling tools for generating helical surfaces by the kine-
matic method and by the Nicolaev condition, forming a basis for future research papers
and projects.
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59. Berbinschi, S.; Frumuşanu, G.; Teodor, V.G.; Oancea, N. The method of substitutive circles family. Application in CATIA design

environment for gear shaped tool profiling. Adv. Mater. Res. 2014, 1036, 370–375. [CrossRef]
60. Berbinschi, S.; Teodor, V.G.; Frumus, anu, G.R.; Oancea, N. The pinion cutter for profiled holes-Graphical method in CATIA.

Appl. Mech. Mater. 2014, 657, 720–724. [CrossRef]
61. Teodor, V.G.; Berbinschi, S.; Baroiu, N.; Oancea, N. Study of the Enwrapping Profiles Associated with Rolling Centrodes by the

Minimum Distance Method. Graphical Solution Developed in the CATIA Design Environment. Appl. Mech. Mater. 2014, 656,
181–191. [CrossRef]

62. Popa, L.C.; Popa, I.; Teodor, V.G.; Baroiu, N. Profiling Tool Generating Method using the Profile Measurement of Rotor of Screw
Compressor Components. Ann. Dunarea Jos Univ. Galati Fascicle V Technol. Mach. Build. 2011, 2, 123–128.

63. Baroiu, N.; Moros, anu, G.A.; Teodor, V.G.; Oancea, N. Roller Profiling for Generating the Screw of a Pump with Progressive
Cavities. Inventions 2021, 6, 34. [CrossRef]
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