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Open access has emerged from the need to make scholarly communication freely available to the scientific community and not hidden behind a paywall. One significant catalyst of the initiative was Plan S, which mandates open access to publications resulting from projects funded by major European financial institutions within cOAlition S [1]. Although initiatives promoting open access have increased the accessibility of scientific literature, progress in scientific communication as a whole has been limited, with most other research outputs remaining inaccessible. The European Union Council has called on member states to support policies towards a non-profit, open access scholarly publishing model, encouraging the development of national open access policies which will promote equitable and sustainable scholarly publishing under open licences and apply FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reproducible) principles to research data [2]. The development of the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) created a perfect environment for hosting and processing research data, where researchers can publish, find, and re-use data, tools, and services [3]. Open science initiatives also focus on involving the public in scientific processes through citizen science, reforming evaluation and reward systems, and establishing appropriate research infrastructures and related services. Sharing all outputs in the earliest stages of research, including research data, software, protocols, methods, etc., is the basis for the accelerated development of responsible science.



Recognizing the importance of open access early on, Croatia joined the initiative by developing the freely accessible Croatian scientific bibliography, CROSBI, in 1997, followed by several other projects, including the establishment of the HRČAK repository, which houses more than 450 Croatian OA journals, with over 90% in diamond open access, and the DABAR national infrastructure with over 120 institutional repositories [4]. Although national open science policies have not yet been adopted, the Croatian Open Science Cloud Initiative (HR-OOZ) was launched as a part of EOSC in 2021 to develop a modern scholarly system in Croatia based on open science that aligns with European research standards and initiatives [5]. Nine years ago, we launched an international conference on scholarly communication in the context of open science called PUBMET, which has continued to be held at the University of Zadar, becoming one of the major conferences on open acess that brings together researchers, editors, publishers, librarians, policymakers, experts in scientific communication, and educators.



The PUBMET2022 conference1 gathered 120 in-person and 300 online participants over the course of three days and provided a platform for the discussion of the most current topics in open science and the trends shaping the development of scientific communication. The conference featured six invited lectures, sixteen short talks, ten workshops, a poster session, and three panel discussions on various topics related to open science. From the conference, ten submissions were carefully selected and peer reviewed for publication in this Special Issue of Publications. They cover various topics, such as the landscape of scholarly book publishing, crowdfunding initiatives for publishing open access monographs by European universities, the role of universities and public libraries in promoting citizen science in Europe, open tools (for self-archiving and assessing the potential of green open access, automatic XML extraction, and e-book formatting), the promotion of open science within NI4OS-Europe and NOSCIs initiatives, the GoTriple open science platform for social sciences and humanities, the promotion of openness and transparency guidelines across journals, and mechanisms of information diffusion within academic institutions using the information space model.



These papers provide valuable insight into the initiatives and tools that promote open science, which will help readers to understand the complexity of open access and its wide impact on different aspects, not only on the openess of research data and tools, but also on the increase in the quality and transparency of scientific communication, the development of governmental policies, the inclusion of the community, and the promotion of equity, diversity and sustainability. The information presented in this Special Issue will be also of great help to institutions, organizations and policy makers, giving them an overview of successfully implemented guidelines, platforms, and tools for promoting open science, which can be of use in the development of their own open science infrastructure and national open access policies.






Conflicts of Interest


The authors declare no conflict of interest.





Notes


	
1

	

PUBMET2022 was organized by the University of Zadar Department of Information Sciences, Ruđer Bošković Institute, Croatian Association for Scholarly Communication, University of Zagreb School of Medicine, Faculty of Food Technology and Biotechnology and Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, and University of Rijeka Faculty of Medicine, under the auspices of the Croatian Ministry of Science and Education, NI4OS-Europe, OpenAIRE, EASE, OPERAS and SPARC Europe.









References


	



cOAlition, S. Plan S: Making Full and Immediate Open Access a Reality. Available online: https://www.coalition-s.org/about/ (accessed on 6 March 2023).

	



Council of the European Union. High-Quality, Transparent, Open, Trustworthy and Equitable Scholarly Publishing—Council Conclusions (Approved on 23 May 2023). Available online: https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9616-2023-INIT/en/pdf (accessed on 7 July 2023).

	



European Commission. European Open Science Cloud (EOSC). Available online: https://eosc-portal.eu/ (accessed on 7 July 2023).

	



Macan, B.; Stojanovski, J. National Open Access Desk Croatia. 2022. Available online: https://www.openaire.eu/os-croatia (accessed on 6 March 2023).

	



Celjak, D. Croatian Open Science Cloud Initiative (HR-OOZ Initiative). In Digital Art History—Methods, Practices, Epistemologies III, Proceedings of the International Conference, Online, 12–13 October 2021; University of Zagreb: Zagreb, Croatia, 2021; Available online: https://repozitorij.srce.unizg.hr/islandora/object/srce:494 (accessed on 25 April 2023).












	
	
Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.











© 2023 by the authors. Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).






nav.xhtml


  publications-11-00039


  
    		
      publications-11-00039
    


  




  





media/file0.png





