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Abstract: This paper reports the results of an experimental investigation on the mechanical properties
of geopolymer foams incorporating filler from the coke dust waste (CDW). In this work, CDW was
used to replace a part of geopolymer paste at 5%, 10%, 20%, and 30% by geopolymer binder
mass. The physico-mechanical properties and thermal resistance against high temperatures of
CDW/geopolymer foams are presented. The primary results obtained show that the use of CDW in
the production of geopolymer foam composites made it possible for them to achieve relatively good
mechanical properties. However, the incorporation of the CDW into the geopolymer had a slightly
negative effect on thermal conductivity, but significantly improved the mechanical strength of the
final product. Moreover, this waste also helped the composite foam to achieve a structure with more
uniform open pores distribution, compared to the pure foam. After exposure to elevated temperatures,
the residual strength of the composite foams maintained well compared to the pure foams.

Keywords: geopolymer foam; coke dust waste; thermal conductivity; compressive strength;
flexural strength

1. Introduction

Geopolymers, first named by Davidovits in the 1970s, are inorganic polymer materials with
an amorphous three-dimensional network structure [1]. Generally, they are made by a mixture of
silica- and alumina-rich source materials such as metakaolin, fly ash, rice husk ash, etc., with strongly
alkali-activated solutions [2-6]. Geopolymers display a wide range of characteristics and properties,
such as high compressive strength, low shrinkage, excellent freeze-thaw resistance, high-temperature
resistance, and acid resistance [7-11]. The development of geopolymers has become an attractive
research subject in recent years because geopolymer binders provide great potential for an alternative
to Portland-cement-based binders. As reported in previous research [12], the manufacturing process
of Portland cement demands large amounts of energy, and releases a significant amount of CO,
emissions. It is estimated that the cement industry alone is responsible for around 7% of the CO,
generated globally. Hence, this binder is one of the key causes of global warming. The introduction of
geopolymers not only meets the requirements for mechanical performance, but is also interesting as a
new green construction material over Portland cement.

It has been reported that geopolymer foams possess admirable properties of low shrinkage,
high sound absorption, and high thermal insulation due to their low density and highly porous
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structure [10,13-17]. Geopolymer foams have more advantages than organic foams and traditional
foam materials. While organic foam materials have shown poor fire-resistance performance and even
produced toxic gases during combustion, the use of Portland-cement-based foams is associated with
high energy consumption and environmental pollution [10,18]. Geopolymer foams are sustainable
lightweight materials combining insulation performance with fascinating mechanical and fire-resistance
properties [19].

It is well-known that geopolymer foams are produced from solid geopolymers the addition of
foaming agents (metallic aluminum powder, metallic silicon, hydrogen peroxide, etc.) which release
gas when mixed into the geopolymer, leading to the formation of a macroporous network in the
hardened product [20-22]. A geopolymer structure with highly visible porosity can be achieved
by adding a high concentration of blowing agents [13,22]. This results in low density and high
insulation capacity but low mechanical strength. Moreover, using a high concentration of foaming
agent without adding a stabilizing agent also causes difficulty in controlling the morphology of
the pores and providing a uniform pore distribution throughout the entire volume of the sample.
These characteristics may make it difficult to consider pure geopolymer foams as engineering materials.
Therefore, filling materials need to be incorporated into geopolymer foams in order to improve their
physical-mechanical properties.

Coal carbonization is a process that produces metallurgical coke for use in iron-making blast
furnaces and other metal-smelting processes [23]. Carbonization is done by heating the coal to
temperatures as high as 1300 °C in the absence of air to distill out tars and light oils [23]. The resulting
coke product is also associated with a number of various by-products formed from the incomplete
combustion of the coal. Coke dust is one of the by-products of the coking process. Jastrzebska Spotka
Weglowa SA is a major coal mining company in Poland that produces around 12 million tons of coal
annually [24]. Coke dust waste disposal and management issues are threatening concerns, and the
topic of environmental protection and waste recycling has become very popular. Waste management
methods are currently being sought. Incorporating this waste in geopolymers as a filling material
could be one efficient way to reduce hazards to the environment.

In this work, the original intention of adding the coke dust waste to geopolymer binder was to
reduce the cost of the final product due to partial replacement of geopolymer with waste material,
while also contributing positively to the mechanical properties of the final material. Therefore,
the influence of coke dust waste (CDW) addition on the mechanical properties and thermal resistance
of the composite foams was studied, and is discussed herein.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Materials

A geopolymer product with commercial branch Ly, purchased from Ceské Lupkové Zavody, a.s.
Czech Republic, was used as a binder for the manufacture of geopolymer composites. The geopolymer
binder consisted of two components, including a metakaolin-based geopolymer cement and a
potassium-based activator solution. For the production of geopolymer foams, an aluminum powder
with an average particle size of 52 um, provided by Pkchemie Inc, Czech Republic, was used as
a foaming agent. Coke dust waste with strong black color supplied by the coal mining company
Jastrzebska Spotka Weglowa S.A. in Poland was used as a filler for producing the composite foams
(shown in Figure 1). The chemical composition of the coke dust waste was determined by using X-ray
fluorescence (XRF) (Bruker S8 Tiger equipped with an Rh RTG lamp (Bruker, Billerica, MA, USA)).
The phase composition of the coke dust was determined by X-ray powder diffraction (XRD) using a
Bruker D8 Advance ECO, working with the Cu anode. The XRD results of this filler was shown in
Figure 2. It can be seen from the figure that the main phases of the coke dust waste were SiO; and
CaSOy, with a small amount of Fe;O3. The results in Table 1 indicate that it had nearly 69.68% loss on
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ignition (LOI), which can mostly be attributed to the unburned carbon, whereas the composition of the
remaining oxides comprised minor fractions (silica, alumina, iron oxide, calcium oxide, etc.).

Figure 1. Coke dust waste powder.

| 01-0649 Si02 Quartz
| 03-0800 Fe203 Hematite
37-1496 CaS04 Anhydrite, syn

20 (deg)

Figure 2. XRD pattern of the coke dust waste.

Table 1. Chemical composition of the coke dust waste, determined by XRF (wt %).

SiO; AlL,O3 Fe,O3 SOj3 CaO MgO K;O TiO, P;05 Na,O LOI
3.54 2.20 6.04 3.00 248 0409 0364 0319 022 0129 69.68

2.2. Sample Preparation

Table 2 shows the mix proportions of the geopolymer foams. Geopolymer paste was replaced
by 5%, 10%, 20%, and 30% coke dust, and 0.5% Al powder as a fraction of geopolymer paste weight
was used. First, 5 parts of geopolymer cement and 4.5 parts of activator solution were mechanically
stirred to obtain a homogenous geopolymer paste for about 5 min. To prepare the geopolymer foam
composites, the coke dust waste was added into the prepared geopolymer paste. This mixture was
further mixed for about 2 min, followed by addition of the Al powder. Finally, the mixture was stirred
for about 1 min to generate pores inside the geopolymer. Immediately after mixing was completed,
the mixture was poured into wood molds with dimensions 300 X 300 mm?. These molds were then
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wrapped with polypropylene film and cured at laboratory temperature, ~20 °C, with a relative humidity
of 45%. On the next day, the samples were removed from the molds and wrapped again and left in the
laboratory until the test (28 days). Figure 3 shows the sizes of the geopolymer foam samples prepared
for the testing.

Table 2. Mix proportions of the geopolymer foams.

Geopolymer Paste (g) Coke Dust Waste (g) Al Powder (wt %)

GF-0 1000 0

GF-5 950 50
GF-10 900 100 0.5
GF-20 800 200
GF-30 700 300

W

R

iy
m W Y

Lo L L SE

(b) 50 x 50 x 300 mm?3 sample

Figure 3. The sizes of the foam geopolymer samples prepared for testing: (a) samples for thermal
conductivity test; (b) samples for flexural strength and compressive strength test.

2.3. Test Methods

A water absorption test was performed in order to measure the total water absorption capacity of
the samples. Samples with dimensions of 50 x 50 x 100 mm3 were used for this test. After being dried
to constant mass, these samples were immersed in a tap water bath for about 48 h. The samples were
then removed from the bath, dried with a rag, and quickly weighed. Three samples for each recipe
were tested, and an average value of measurements was recorded. The total water absorption was
calculated as per the Equation (1):

A = ((my — mg)/mg) X 100 (%) @

where A is total water absorption (%), mg is the mass of the oven-dried sample in air in grams, and myy
is mass of the sample saturated with water in grams.

The bulk density of the samples was determined by dividing the dry mass by the volume.
The average value of three different measurements was calculated.

The thermal conductivity test was conducted using a HFM 436 Lambda heat flow meter system
(NETZSCH manufacturer, Germany). This system works according to Standard test method ASTM C
518 The tested sample (50 x 300 x 300 mm?) is inserted between a hot and cold plate, and the heat
flow produced by well-defined temperature difference is calculated with a heat flux sensor. After a
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few minutes for the system to reach equilibrium, the external computer determined the thermal
conductivity and thermal resistance of the samples. The value of thermal conductivity was calculated
per Equation (2):

q= MAT/AX) o)

where A is the thermal conductivity of the sample (W m~! K1), q is heat flux (W/m?), AT is the
temperature difference across the sample, and Ax is the thickness of the sample (m).

The mechanical properties of the geopolymer foam composites were estimated based on the results
of the flexural strength and compressive strength tests. Samples with dimensions of approximately
50 x 50 x 300 mm?3, which were cut from the original 50 x 300 x 300 samples, were used to test the
flexural strength with a loading span of 240 mm, based on standard CSN EN 789. Three samples for
each recipe were used for the flexural test, and the compressive strength was then determined on both
residual pieces obtained from the flexural test. A Labor-Tech universal testing machine (Technical
University of Liberec, Czech Republic) with a load cell capacity of 100 kN was used. The samples were
tested under displacement control at a loading rate of 4 mm/min.

The thermal resistance of the geopolymer foams was evaluated by measuring the compressive
strength and weight loss after being subjected to firing at elevated temperatures ranging from 250 °C
to 800 °C. The selected samples were heated in an electric oven with a heating rate of 10 °C/min and
soaked for 2 h, then naturally cooled down to room temperature in the oven.

The characteristics of the coke dust waste and the foam samples were analyzed using a Ultra
Plus scanning electron microscope (SEM) (ZEISS Company, Oberkochen, Germany). For the coke dust
waste, the sample was taken from the supplied bag and fixed on double-sided adhesive carbon tape.
Before the analyses, the sample was not modified or plated in any way. For the foam samples, they were
dried at 105 °C in an oven for 24 h in order to eliminate residual water inside the structure. Then,
they were directly examined under the SEM without metallic coating. The elemental compositions
were then determined by energy dispersive spectroscopy X-Max EDS system (Oxford Instruments,
Oxford, UK).

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. SEM Characterization of the Coke Dust Waste

Figure 4 shows the specific shape and surface morphology of the coke dust particles. It can
be seen that the particles had an unknown shape resembling very-well-defined plant cell residues
(Figure 4a). There were whisker clusters on the surface of these particles (Figure 4b,c). Whiskers
had an average length of 2.5 um, while their diameter was <100 nm (Figure 4d). Based on data from
EDS analyses for these whiskers, it can be concluded that the acicular whiskers could be ettringite
(Ca6A12(SO4)3(OH)12'26(H20) X (CaO)6(A1203)(SO3)3-32H20 or (CaO)3(A1203) (CaSO4)3'32H20)
(Figure 5a). Ettringite is typically formed by the reaction of tricalcium aluminate with water in the
presence of gypsum. The EDS analysis of the coke dust particles showed that the cells were visible
with a high proportion of residual carbon (Figure 5b). It can be concluded that the supplied coke dust
waste contained several organic residues (visible residues of imperfectly burned plant cells with a high
carbon content) and an inorganic phase. On the surface, there were acicular crystals (likely ettringite),
whose morphology resembled asbestos (acicular crystals with a length scale of micrometers and a
diameter of tens of nanometers).
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Figure 4. SEM images of the coke dust: (a) Particles” shape; (b,c) Clusters of whiskers occurring on the
surface of the coke dust particles; (d) Whiskers’ size.
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(b)
Figure 5. EDS spectrum: (a) Whisker; (b) Coke dust particle.
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3.2. Characteristics of the Hardened CDW/Geopolymer Foams at Room Temperature

Figure 6 shows photographs of foam samples containing different contents of the coke dust waste.
The pure foam samples without fillers were almost grey-white in color. After incorporating the filler,
with increasing coke dust content, the foam samples gradually changed to a darker color, which is
attributed to the color of the fillers. All the samples displayed macroscopic pores with various sizes
and shapes. This is because of the lack of a foam-stabilizing agent and the high content of foaming
agent [25]. Additionally, from Figure 6 it can be observed that the formation of visible pores at the
bottom of sample GF-0 did not occur. This can be explained by the fact that the flowability of this
kind of geopolymer is too high. Hence, in the initial stage (before gel hardening), the pores were
formed but immediately collapsed in part due to the weak linkage between the gel molecules, leading
to the formation of a denser geopolymer layer on the bottom [19]. The addition of the coke dust
waste reduced the high flowability and increased the viscosity of geopolymer paste; on the other hand,
this material acted as a filler, making the frame of the geopolymer structure more rigid and leading
to the formation of open pores with a significant reduction of pore collapse, as a result of the more
uniform open pores distribution compared to the GF-0 pure foam.

Top

Bottom

GF-20 GF-30
Figure 6. The images of the foam samples containing different coke dust contents.

The bulk density, water absorption, and thermal conductivity of the foam samples are shown
in Table 3. As the table depicts, the geopolymer mixture with the addition of 0.5 wt % aluminum
powder produced foam samples with approximately equal densities. The bulk density of GF-0 was
477.87 kg/m3. The addition of 5 wt % coke dust content into the geopolymer paste produced a foam
sample with a lower density (444.73 kg/m?). This is attributed to the expansion rate during foam
formation. While all the samples containing coke dust showed an almost equal expansion, the GF-0
sample had slightly less expansion. As explained above, the addition of coke dust to geopolymer
helped to prevent collapse in the course of the macropore formation process resulting in the fact that
the volume of expansion of the foam sample with fillers was larger than that of the pure foam samples.
It can be said that the addition of coke dust content beyond 5 wt % did not cause a significant change
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in the bulk density of the composite foams. Table 3 also shows the results of the water absorption
capacity of the foam samples. The water absorption rate reveals the number of open pores inside the
structure of the materials. If less water penetrates into the structure, this indicates that the material
has fewer pores, resulting in less water absorption. The highest water absorption was seen in sample
GF-5 (66.89%). GF-5 showed a water absorption value that was approximately 11.2% higher than that
of GF-0. The lesser water absorption capacity of GF-0 is attributed to the reduced pore layer on the
sample’s bottom, where there was less water penetration. This is consistent with the results of the bulk
density of the foam samples. When the geopolymer paste was replaced by 10, 20, and 30 wt % coke
dust content, the water absorption of the corresponding foam samples tended to decrease compared
with the GF-5 sample. This is due to the occupation of the pores by the fillers. Coke dust particles with
a fine particle size can penetrate inside the pores and fill them up, resulting in reduced water retention.
Regarding the thermal conductivity, the pure foam and composite foams showed similar results,
and the lowest value was found in the GF-5 sample. Although 30 wt % coke dust waste was used to
replace geopolymer binder, the weakness in thermal conductivity of these samples was not negligible
compared to other samples. As can be seen in Table 3, the thermal conductivity of sample GF-0 was
0.14 W m~! K1, which decreased by 13.57% for the GF-5 sample (0.121 W m~! K~1). However when
the geopolymer foam was reinforced with 10%, 20%, and 30% CDW, the thermal conductivity of
the corresponding samples increased by 2.85%, 5.71%, and 10.71% compared to the GF-0 sample.
There was a close relationship between bulk density and thermal conductivity. With increasing coke
dust concentration, the thermal conductivity increased slightly due to the density increase. Hence,
it could be concluded that the coke dust itself had no negative effects on the thermal conductivity of
the geopolymer foam.

Table 3. The physical properties of the geopolymer foam samples.

Sample No. GF-0 GF-5 GF-10 GF-20 GF-30
Bulk density 477.87 444.73 482.89 486.54 490.84
(kg/m3) +16.59 +9.18 +11.26 +12.13 +8.89
Water absorption 60.15 66.89 61.24 58.17 55.39
(Wt %) +0.91 +0.52 +2.90 +1.92 +1.05
Thermal conductivity 0.140 0.121 0.144 0.148 0.155
Wm™Kh +0.010 +0.006 +0.006 +0.007 +0.006

Figure 7 compares the average mechanical strength of the pure foam and composite foams
containing different contents of the coke dust at the age of 28 days. As expected, the geopolymer foam
reinforced with the coke dust waste had significantly improved mechanical strength. From this result,
it can be confirmed that the cohesion strength between geopolymer matrix and coke dust was very
good. The mechanical strength of the composite foams always tended to increase as the amount of
added filler increased. In this work, the reasonable content of 30 wt % coke dust added to geopolymer
paste (GF-30) was used. Mixtures with up to 40% CDW could still be worked in the geopolymer paste,
but the fresh mix’s flowability is lost at this addition level, making it impossible to add the Al foaming
powder at the later stage. The pure foam (GF-0) showed relatively low mechanical strength (0.36 MPa
in flexure and 0.73 MPa in compression). The geopolymer foam (GF-30) reinforced with 30 wt % coke
dust increased in flexure by 202.63% MPa and in compression by 208.22% MPa. From an economical
point of view, the coke dust appears to be a very effective filler for geopolymer materials.
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Figure 7. Mechanical strength comparison of the geopolymer foam samples at the age of 28 days:
(a) Flexural strength; (b) Compressive strength.

3.3. High-Temperature Properties of the CDW/Geopolymer Foams

Due to the high carbon content in coke dust, the mechanical strength of the geopolymer foams at
elevated temperatures was evaluated. Figure 8 demonstrates the weight loss of the geopolymer foam
samples after being exposed to elevated temperatures (250 °C, 500 °C, and 800 °C). At 250 °C, the mass
loss gradually decreased when the foam samples were reinforced with increasing content of the coke
dust, and the highest mass loss was seen in sample GF-0. The reason is that at this temperature the
free water was excluded from the geopolymer structure, resulting in a mass reduction of the samples,
while the thermal resistance of carbon was still good. With further increase of the temperature from
500 °C to 800 °C, while the pure foam showed a continuous mass loss with a low rate, the composite
foams displayed a high mass loss. This behavior is attributed to the oxidation of carbon at high
temperatures [26]. The remaining mass of the pure foam was 89.07% of the original mass, whereas the
GF-30 composite foam had only 60.49% of its original mass remaining at 800 °C.

100
90 -
g
» 80 s
o
©
g
o
£
£ —&— GF-0
S 70t -
£ —e— GF-5
& GF-10
—v— GF-20
GF-30
60 - -
50 T T T
22 250 500 800

Temperature (°C)

Figure 8. The change in mass of the foam samples after being heated at elevated temperatures.



Processes 2020, 8, 1052 10 of 14

The average compressive strength of the pure foams and composite foams incorporating coke
dust waste before and after elevated temperature exposure is depicted in Figure 9. In the case of
the GF-0 pure foams, the samples exposed to 250 °C and 500 °C exhibited much higher strength
than those at room temperature. Exposure to this temperature level increased the strength of the
geopolymers by approximately by 90.41%. As reported in [9,27], this is mainly attributed to the increase
in surface forces between the gel particles due to the release of adsorbed moisture and the formation of
additional geopolymer binder gel and the simultaneous refinement of the pore structure occurring
during geo-polymerization in the exposed samples. The samples then showed a significant decrease
in strength at 800 °C. The strength deterioration at this temperature is attributed to an increase in
the capillary tension formed in the sample due to its continuous shrinkage behavior [27]. However,
the sample strength was still higher than the reference value (without exposure to high temperature).
In the case of the composite foams, the replacement of the geopolymer binder by 10 wt % coke
dust caused the GF-10 sample to show good resistance to high temperatures. The sample strength
did not show any noticeable decrease, even at 800 °C. This confirms that the coke dust waste also
clearly contributed to the high-temperature resistance of the geopolymer materials. However, the use
of 20 wt % coke dust and above caused the samples to drop significantly in strength beginning at
exposure temperatures of 500 °C. Compared to the reference value, the GF-20 sample decreased in
compressive strength by 17.61% at 500 °C and by 50% at 800 °C, while the corresponding values for
GF-30 were 20.44% and 57.77%, respectively. An overview of the compressive strength comparison of
the composite foams with the pure foam is demonstrated in Figure 10. It can be seen that despite the
apparent strength degradation of composite foams having high coke dust content at high temperatures,
the residual strengths of these composite foams always reached a value approximately equal to or
higher than that of pure foam at each given temperature level.

3.0
[l22°c
[J2s0°c

25 [ 500 °C -
[ 800 °C

2.0 -

1.5 -

Compressive strength (MPa)

0.5 H

0.0

GF-0 GF-5 GF-10 GF-20 GF-30

Sample No.

Figure 9. The compressive strength of the samples after being heated at elevated temperatures.
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Figure 10. Compressive strength comparison of composite foams with pure foam samples (dotted line).

Table 4 shows the identified elements in the geopolymer foams. All the samples displayed high
concentrations of silicon, aluminum, and oxygen as evidence for the formation of alumino-silicate
gels. Additionally, a high concentration of carbon with increasing coke dust content was found in
the composite foams. After exposure to high temperatures, the concentration of carbon tended to
decrease with increasing temperature. This indicated that an essential strength reduction of composite
foams containing high coke dust content was due to the absence of carbon concentration. In contrast,
based on the identified elements by EDS analysis there is no clear explanation as to why the GF-10
sample maintained good strength at high temperatures. It can be said that the geopolymer binder
combined with the optimal concentration of the coke dust could promote the optimum reaction to the
geopolymerization process, helping to lend the resulting product good resistance to high temperatures.

Table 4. Elemental analysis of the geopolymer foam composites at elevated temperatures (wt %).

Sample No. C (0] Na Mg Al Si S K Ca Fe

GF-0-22°C 264 4326 0.18 1.33 1031 2044 032 1202 873 0.75
GF-5-22°C 10.56 4276  0.30 1.08 10.00 1865 0.07 11.14 483 0.61
GF-10-22°C 1795 3894 0.18 0.83 946 1679 013 1053 4.61 0.59
GF-20-22°C 2824 3575 030 0.71 768 1364 0.18 9.24 3.87 0.37
GF-30-22 °C 3945 2846 0.27 0.67 6.88 11.85 0.20 8.57 3.34 0.42

GF-0-250 °C 6.46 4256 027 1.04 1124 1991 032 1204 572 0.42
GF-5-250 °C 9.18 4241 0.29 1.02 9.65 1849 0.15 11.83 6.04 0.95
GF-10-250°C  10.75 4143 0.27 079 1064 1839 019 12,61 4.68 0.25
GF-20-250°C  26.67 3421 0.38 0.58 825 1402 015 1057 517 0.19
GF-30-250 °C 3252 30.58 0.42 0.65 767 1254 015 9.17 5.89 0.21

GF-0-500 °C 3.88 4590 041 091 1162 2026 0.06 1195 4.80 0.21
GF-5-500 °C 563 4141 027 088 11.09 2013 014 1321 6.82 0.42
GF-10-500 °C 786 4203 031 084 1121 1923 023 1248 537 0.43
GF-20-500 °C 1729 3815 0.48 0.87 9.60 1654 049 9.79 6.15 0.63
GF-30-500 °C ~ 21.87 3755 045 0.83 878 1484 0.52 8.15 6.47 0.71

GF-0-800 °C 092 40.68 0.26 092 1355 2276 016 13.66 6.57 0.51
GF-5-800 °C 192 4127 0.39 114 1266 21.34 055 1212 8.61 0.49
GF-10-800 °C 3.62 4061 0.26 066 1313 21.01 028 1333 6.57 0.53
GF-20-800 °C 424 4362 027 1.02 1233 2034 028 1069 6.69 0.52
GF-30-800 °C 549 4294  0.39 097 1197 1954 032 1024 7.59 0.54
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The main changes in the microstructure were demonstrated through SEM microscopy. Figure 11
indicates the clear distinction in the morphologies of the unheated foams and the heated foams,
as seen in fracture sections of the tested samples. The pure foam exposed a microstructure with many
pores, residual metakaolin particles, and microcracks. In contrast, the coke dust particles were closely
combined with the geopolymer gel, resulting in a less-porous structure with fewer visible cracks.
This result is consistent with the considerably higher mechanical strength of composite foams compared
to the pure foams. After exposure to 500 °C and 800 °C, all the foam samples were sintered to form a
very dense structure where only larger pores were left. The GF-10 sample showed a microstructure
similar to those of the other ones. Therefore, the excellent thermal resistance of the GF-10 sample was
impossible to explain by the SEM analysis.

GF-30 at 22 eC GF-30 at 500 °C GF-30 at 800 °C

Figure 11. SEM images of the pure foam and composite foams without and with exposure to
temperatures of 500 °C and 800 °C.

4. Conclusions

The submitted paper presents the mechanical properties of composites made from geopolymer
foams containing coke dust waste. The CDW was used in this work to substitute a portion of the
geopolymer paste at 5%, 10%, 20%, and 30% by the geopolymer paste mass. The following conclusions
can be drawn from the findings. The addition of CDW into pure geopolymer led to a homogenously
foamed material by decreasing the collapse of pores before the hardening stage. As the amount of added
CDW increased, the mechanical strength of the composite foams also tended to rise markedly. It was
observed that there was a close relation between bulk density and thermal conductivity. With increasing
CDW concentration, the insulation ability of the samples tended to reduce marginally due to the slight
rise in density. Therefore, it can be concluded that CDW itself has no negative effects on the thermal
conductivity of the geopolymer foam. Regarding the thermal resistance, the samples with 10% CDW



Processes 2020, 8, 1052 13 of 14

concentration displayed impressive strength retention after exposure to all temperatures, suggesting
that they were thermally resistant to damage. For the remaining composite foams, the compressive
strength decreased significantly at exposure temperatures above 500 °C due to carbon degradation.
However, the residual strength of these samples was not significantly different from that of pure
geopolymer foam. It can be concluded that coke dust waste appears to be a useful filler in the
production of geopolymer composite foams, from technical, economic, and environmental points
of view.
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