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Abstract

:

The main function behind the conceptualization of creative accounting is maintaining the quality of financial reporting practice. This phenomenon has attracted the attention of researchers for decades, especially in the banking sector, concerning its wide implications and indications for stakeholders, investors, policy makers and competitiveness. However, the practice of creative accounting is accompanied by some undesirable implications resulting from manipulation procedures. Detailed investigations in the previous literature found limited implications of creative accounting determinants on this practice. Thus, the present study investigated the moderation impact of the audit committee in enhancing the impacts of creative accounting determinants and financial reporting quality in the context of commercial banking. A deductive research approach driven by a survey questionnaire was used as the methodology to attain the designed objectives. The analysed data contributed to providing theoretical conceptualization and practical validation of the moderation impacts of the audit committee on creative accounting determinants and financial reporting quality of the banks regarding designed advantages. In addition, the present findings showed that the audit committee highly moderates the determination of creative accounting regarding financial reporting quality in the commercial banking sector. Lastly, the present study introduces the necessity to use such corporate practice for the beneficial parties as the defense line to reduce manipulation practices and enhance the quality of financial reporting.
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1. Introduction


It is worth noting that literature involving creative accounting does not explicitly specify if the auditor is obliged to reveal those creative accounting aspects that are permitted and legal (Suer 2014). Herein, the audit committee plays a significant role in improving creative accounting practices and financial reporting quality. Based on this fact, the present study attempts to evaluate the creative accounting practices in Iraq and the subsequent impact on the banking sector and enhancement of financial reporting quality. In reality, auditing standards require that the processes formulated by the auditors must be able to ascertain whether the accounting practices followed by the business entities can record financial information appropriately (Mutuc et al. 2019). Basically, creative accounting is the practice of influencing financial indicators through accounting knowledge without explicitly violating accounting policies, rules, and laws. Creative accounting is practiced to demonstrate the financial status desired by the company management wherein the stakeholders are informed what the management wants them to perceive (Susmuş and Demirhan 2013). It facilitates the manipulation of financial information in its proper and accurate form in which the preparer uses the existing rules or in many cases ignores one or more rules (Idris et al. 2012; Mulford and Comiskey 2012).



Previous research indicates that creative accounting has four fundamental determinants: ethical issues, disclosure quality, internal control and ownership structure (Škoda et al. 2017). Thus, it is important to determine whether these determinants are properly practiced in the financial reporting of Iraq. In this regard, the current study intends to evaluate creative accounting practices influencing financial reporting in the banks of Iraq with regard to quality improvement. On top of this, this study determines the causative factors that motivate Iraqi banks to indulge in creative accounting practices for the betterment of overall performance (Yaseen et al. 2019). To make decisions related to the efficient operations of banks, financial reports must provide reliable, timely and accurate data needed by the stakeholders (Chang et al. 2019). Nevertheless, the main purpose of financial reporting by the banks is to present financial data to their users for better awareness and continuous updating of decisions. However, the current secretarial policy provides some choices regarding accounting practices and objective judgments to define the measurement strategies, recognition criteria and in some cases the characterization of the accounting bodies. The capacity to select varied accounting aspects enables administrators to deliberately manipulate the information or to practice concealment. Consequently, these manipulations can enhance the apparent attractiveness of the businesses, thereby projecting better profits and financial stability. In addition, such practices can sometimes mislead the users and investors, causing a significant hindrance to corporate growth and investment mobilization (Campello et al. 2011; Farhan Jedi and Nayan 2018; Abed et al. 2020c). It has been asserted that the financial reports of the bank can provide a reliable direction to users for objective decision-making (Mutuc et al. 2019). Essentially, the reports used for financial decision-making must be understandable, comparable, relevant, and realistic.



As aforementioned, a strong audit committee plays a paramount role in creative accounting practices and financial reporting quality. An inadequate governance structure provides an impetus to manipulative activities (Tassadaq and Malik 2015; Abed et al. 2020a). In fact, a poor audit committee displays a strong correlation to the manipulation of accounting (Mudel 2015; Trisanti 2016). Conversely, organizations with a strong audit committee framework have a low probability of exploiting creative accounting, and of misrepresentation of earnings and assets, as well as other deceptions (Ababneh and Aga 2019). Researchers found that numerous stakeholders can adversely be affected due to creative accounting practices (Brauweiler et al. 2019). These stakeholders include the customers, creditors, suppliers, equity investors, and regulators, among others. A comprehensive literature survey revealed that studies concerning creative accounting practices in Iraq and the Middle East remain deficient because these regions are less focused on this issue. In fact, the provisions for formulating effective systems to monitor and check creative accounting practices in Iraqi banks have been lacking. In contrast, intensive investigations have been conducted regarding creative accounting practices in developing nations. In this regard, (Qian et al. 2015) focused on several developing nations and formed three groups to compare creative accounting practices used to protect investors. It was concluded that although one group had little investor protection, the creative accounting practices were numerous and aggressive.



Considering the impact of corporate governance on creative accounting practices and financial reporting quality improvement, this study aimed to achieve an in-depth understanding of both empirical and theoretical viewpoints in this domain in the context of Iraqi banks. A basic framework has been developed to provide hands-on support for the regulators and investors related to the banking sector in Iraq. It attained a new perspective regarding creative accounting practices in Iraqi banks, thus contributing significantly to the existing state-of-the-art knowledge. The primary goal was to enrich the literature related to creative accounting practices from four perspectives: first, to evaluate the primary determinants of creative accounting practices such as ethical issues, internal control, disclosure quality and ownership structure; second, to determine the effectiveness of a strong audit committee for eliminating creative accounting practices in the banking sector of Iraq; third, to utilize information regarding the commercial banks in Iraq to establish the extent to which the creative accounting practices are entrenched in the national banking system; finally, to assess the quality of financial reporting practiced by the Iraqi commercial banks from the perception of the regulatory agencies, audit committee and others. Based on this research background, the following problems need to be resolved.



However, there is limited evidence on how the impact of determinants of creative accounting on financial reporting quality is affected by the audit committee in the banking sector of Iraq. This study aims to examine the joint influence of determinants of creative accounting and the audit committee on financial reporting quality in Iraq. It concentrates on two questions:




	
What are the effects of creative accounting determinants on financial reporting quality in the banking sector?



	
To what extent does the audit committee impact the relationship between creative accounting determinants and financial reporting quality?








Finally, the findings of this study will be useful to policymakers, researchers, and managers. In particular, they provide current knowledge on the impact of the audit committee, creative accounting and financial reporting quality, contributing to the literature on performance from a bank-based view. Thus, the present research is designed to attain the following objectives that contribute to limit the practice of creative accounting and the increasing of the quality of financial reports in the banking sector.




	
To examine the effects of creative accounting determinants on financial reporting quality in the banking sector.



	
To examine the impacts of the audit committee on the relationship between creative accounting determinants and financial reporting quality.









2. Literature Review


2.1. Creative Accounting Determinants and Financial Reporting Quality


It is generally seen that top management pressurize the accounting personnel in their banks to overestimate the financial state of their companies (Salome et al. 2012). As a result, accounting managers often manipulate the financial and accounting information to maximize the earnings of banks. These dishonest and manipulative practices benefit the shareholders since an increase is noted in the share prices of these listed banks. However, creative accounting practices can often lead to self-destruction, as a false disclosure of financial reports regarding the company’s debt can mislead the public (Kardan et al. 2016). The different accounting engineering techniques which are implemented by the bank can help them present a desirable public image and portray a financial performance based on their specified preferences. This is done by exploiting legislative ambiguities. All these practices decrease financial data reporting quality. Hence, the banks that implement a higher level of creative accounting practices tend to possess a low or poor quality of financial reporting (Tri Wahyuni et al. 2020). The accounting managers of these banks, who carry out creative accounting practices, project a higher financial performance, better earnings, stock, and share prices (Goel 2014). In this study, the researchers have attempted to define some determinants which can affect financial reporting quality. This study can also explain the various manipulative practices which are implemented during the presentation of financial reports and their effect on the banking industry.



Ethical issues refer to right or wrong practices, based on an ethical viewpoint. The ethical issues implemented in an organization are important for the rejection or adoption of creative accounting practices. It has been argued that the tendency of some managers to focus on short-term gains is mainly responsible for an unethical environment in the bank, which further encourages poor financial reporting (Tassadaq and Malik 2015). However, when managers adopt ethical behaviour, accounting transparency in the bank can increase (Butala and Khan 2011). The acceptability and implementation of ethical behaviour had been examined amongst accountants, treasurers, and institutional investors (Cernusca et al. 2016). They observed that the treasurers significantly implemented creative accounting practices, whereas regulators and public accountants rarely carried out creative accounting practices (Ezeagba and Chidoziem Abiahu 2018). Charles et al. proposed a direct approach that suggested that managerial and corporate ethics affect the quality of financial reporting (Akenbor and Tennyson 2014). Thus, it can be concluded that an ethical environment and ethical management affect the quality of financial reporting.



The agency theory suggested that managers, who represent shareholders often indulge in creative accounting practices to maximize shareholder wealth. This theory stated that control mechanisms need to be carried out for protection of the shareholders against any conflict that affects their profit (Tommasetti et al. 2019). Hence, an information asymmetry is noted due to the profit conflicts occurring between the shareholders and managers. The people who follow the capital market seek reliable financial reports and data to decrease the information asymmetry occurring between the external investors and company management. Various researchers who investigated accounting practices stated that information asymmetry can be decreased by obtaining high disclosure quality (Song et al. 2013). Thus, disclosure quality was regarded as a major concept which helped in significantly decreasing profit and information asymmetry conflicts, thereby leading to an increase in the bank value (Yasser et al. 2016). A negative relationship is noted between information asymmetry and disclosure quality. Studies indicated that many banks do carry out creative accounting practices (Abed et al. 2020b).



Despite this, it is observed that a defined and an established internal control can decrease the auditing fees and improve the integrity and reliability of the financial reporting presented by the organization (Rozidi et al. 2015). These results showed that a weak, or lack of, internal control decreases the objectivity and quality of the financial reporting presented by the management. A positive correlation is seen between financial reporting quality and strong internal control (Ayagre et al. 2014). Furthermore, (Brauweiler et al. 2019) stated that the adoption of internal control is vital for improvement of the quality of financial reporting. The primary correlation occurs between the need for effective internal control and financial reporting quality (D’Mello et al. 2017). They explained the statements made by the former Chairman of the US Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), who stated that the quality of financial reporting was determined by internal control. Thus, it could be concluded that an inefficient internal control causes a misstatement in financial reporting.



However, (Nagata and Nguyen 2017) noted that a better ownership structure can improve the external control on management, thereby improving the quality of the financial reporting. An ownership structure decreases the creative accounting practices; however, this effect is dependent on the size of the bank (Sahasranamam et al. 2019). According to (Alzoubi 2016), the ownership structure affects the quality of financial reporting in banks which use creative accounting indicators. In these banks, the agents use novel creative accounting techniques, which further decreases the quality of financial reporting. Furthermore, they stated that the ownership structure improves the financial reporting quality in organizations which use an accrual creative accounting indicator. Many earlier researchers have observed that the ownership structure of the banks showed a low efficiency when monitoring their agents (Kao et al. 2019). Other researchers also observed a positive effect of the ownership structure on bank performance (Bao and Lewellyn 2017). Additionally, the ownership structure positively affected the financial reporting quality (Qawqzeh et al. 2019). Based on these arguments, the present study hypothesized the following:



Hypothesis 1a (H1a).

The low consideration of ethical issues indicates a high level of creative accounting which results in a low level of financial reporting quality.





Hypothesis 1b (H1b).

A low level of disclosure quality indicates a high level of creative accounting which results in a low level of financial reporting quality.





Hypothesis 1c (H1c).

A low level of internal control indicates a high level of creative accounting which results in a low level of financial reporting quality.





Hypothesis 1d (H1d).

A low level of ownership structure indicates a high level of creative accounting which results in a low level of financial reporting quality.






2.2. The Moderating Impacts of the Audit Committee


The impacts played by the audit committee have encouraged researchers to concentrate on financial reporting quality (Qian et al. 2015). Manipulation of the accounts causes an alteration in the share prices, and thereby the market capital of the company, which increases the risk of losing investors. In the past few years, the audit committee has played a vital role in the corporate governance mechanism (Saleem 2019). Some researchers have investigated the electiveness and competencies of the audit committee. However, many others believed that the existence of the audit committee was essential, as it can improve financial reporting quality (Buallay 2018; Al-Shaer et al. 2020). The audit committee had an impact on the determination of creative accounting (Inaam and Khamoussi 2016). It was significantly related to the quality of abnormal returns, accruals, financial restatements, and fraud.



Thus, ethics play a significant role in financial reporting as they are based on accounting standards. The ethical behavior of the employees in the organizations help to ensure that the organizations can gain the trust of the users with regard to the bank’s services. Ethics allow organizations to determine right and wrong values. Following the right ethics ensures that organizations are not in crisis (Cernusca et al. 2016). It further indicates that organizations need to consider professional and societal ethics, and investigate how much the auditor can ethically detect creative accounting practices. Ethical issues related to creative accounting practices allow the audit committee to enhance their accuracy and efficiency in detecting fraudulent practices (Al Momamani and Obeidat 2013; de Jesus et al. 2020). Hence, the audit committee discourages any manipulation occurring in financial accounts. Thus, it was concluded that ethical issues regarding creative accounting practices were essential for financial reporting. Therefore, a fair and just attitude was essential while carrying out financial reporting (Voinea and Dimitriu 2014).



The organizations which are vulnerable owing to their industry and size are more likely to disclose information voluntarily to manage legitimacy, as audit committees vary due to the company size and sector, and can significantly affect the disclosure quality content (Mutuc et al. 2019). The effect of individual aspects of the audit committee characteristics can be seen in financial reporting quality (Saleem 2019). The audit committee promoted financial disclosure and its expert abilities promoted efficient financial reporting quality (Yekini and Jallow 2012; Mudel 2016). An independent audit committee was generally selected since this type of committee improved financial reporting quality (Qian et al. 2015). Hence, it is essential to investigate the effect of an audit committee on the correlation between the disclosure quality and the quality of the financial reporting presented by the organization.



An audit committee needs to regularly review the conclusions presented by the internal control department and ensure that the management of the company is acting on the recommendations of the internal control department in a diligent manner (Inaam and Khamoussi 2016). The internal control department is responsible for developing annual plans, and also submitting annual reports to the audit committee or company board (Brauweiler et al. 2019). Hence, the audit committee and internal control department are motivated to release high-quality financial reporting. Moreover, it is believed that the audit committee and internal control department executed high-quality audit reports to prevent legal liabilities and maintain reputation. The primary function of an audit committee is to supervise the financial reporting quality and monitor the inclination of the company’s management to implement creative accounting practices (Buallay 2018). Thus, organizations need to establish an internal control department using skills and resources which are vital and applicable to their size, complexity, and nature (Richman and Richman 2012). Based on the above logic, we propose the following interaction hypothesis.



Audit committees played a vital role in limiting creative accounting practices even though the ownership structure was controlled by a few people (Bajra and Čadež 2018). However, it was stated that the efficiency of these audit committees decreased if the ownership structure members belonged to or dominated the corporate boards. The influence of auditing committee characteristics on financial reporting quality has been examined (Saleem 2019). It was noted that the independence of the audit committee was related to a strong ownership structure function. An audit committee restricted aggressive creative accounting practices (Buallay 2018). An active audit committee provided effective monitoring, which improved the quality of the bank’s financial reports (Deng et al. 2018). Banks with a concentrated ownership structure acquire good-quality financial reporting from an effective audit committee (Mutuc et al. 2019). Based on the above logic, we propose the following interaction hypothesis:



Hypothesis 2a (H2a).

The audit committee positively moderates the relationship between ethical issues and financial reporting quality.





Hypothesis 2b (H2b).

The audit committee positively moderates the relationship between disclosure quality and financial reporting quality.





Hypothesis 2c (H2c).

The audit committee positively moderates the relationship between internal control and financial reporting quality.





Hypothesis 2d (H2d).

The audit committee positively moderates the relationship between ownership structure and financial reporting quality.





The conceptual framework of the current study contains one independent variable, ‘creative accounting’, one moderating variable, ‘audit committee’, and one dependent variable, ‘financial reporting quality’, as shown in Figure 1.





3. Research Method


3.1. Sampling Size


The ever-growing demand for research has given rise to the necessity for an effective technique for defining the required sample size in a given population. The methodological investigations of the relevant area indicated that no additional calculations are required to identify the sample size in quantitative research (Krejcie and Morgan 1970). In addition, (Krejcie and Morgan 1970) developed a standard table for calculating the sizes of samples required for studies. The present research population encompassed 24 Iraqi commercial banks in the year 2020. The research aimed to investigate a population of 7000 employees from 24 commercial banks. It is worth mentioning that the user-friendliness and flexible nature of these cited banks allowed the researchers to select them as the primary financial population. In addition, Iraqi commercial banks view such flexible attributes as visibility to external auditors. On top of this, the accessibility and collection of data through the proper approval process from other banks in Iraq were complicated, which was the main reason for choosing the Iraqi commercial banks as the target population in this research. Thus, a sample size of 364 participants was required to investigate current phenomena. As such, a total of 500 questionnaires were distributed to employees in banks. This took into consideration that the larger the study sample, the more the results can be generalized to the target population. The selected sampling method enables the gathering of accurate information from the population concerning creative accounting, financial reporting quality, and audit committee.




3.2. Sampling Technique


Purposive sampling of the estimated population was considered to be more suitable for the present research. Bank accountants who are experienced and familiar with the preparation of financial reports are expected to possess and reflect expert knowledge, and they are able to give the relevant data the research requires. Thus, the respondents for the present research were bank accountants who were involved in the banking business, regardless of their rank or job position. Hence, an individual-level analysis was chosen for the present study in order to evaluate the correlation between creative accounting, financial reporting quality, and audit committee. Furthermore, the respondents used for the study comprise accountants serving in commercial banks. The selection of accountants is a planned decision: accountants communicate the most with commercial banks. Therefore, they possess a strong understanding of the support required by banks for ‘value creation’. These reasons established the researcher’s position to measure variables and to precisely forecast the correlation between the specified variables.




3.3. Data Collection Procedures


The study questionnaire was prepared considering the primary objective and customized for specific fundamental aspects. The questionnaire permits rapid data collection (Pearlson et al. 2019) and immediate questioning regarding respondents’ doubts (Sekaran and Bougie 2016). Data collection began on 10 September 2020 and was concluded on 10 December 2020, which is roughly three months. Bank branches are scattered across different areas in Iraq; hence, much time was allocated for data collection. The banks were informed before the research team’s arrival for questionnaire distribution. The data collection process was indicated in advance. Some banks also required permission from the authorities through in-person or email-based approval before they could disclose data. This process consists of bank managers seeking permission to communicate with respondents individually. After permission is obtained, respondents are informed about the research and are provided ample time to answer all questions. In case respondents face challenges, they are assisted so that they understand the context precisely. It is required that respondents answer the survey and hand over the responses directly to enhance the response rate. Data collection ended with researchers having 392 responses.




3.4. Response Rate


To achieve the appropriate response rate, 500 questionnaires were distributed to employees in selected commercial banks in Iraq. Out of the 392 questionnaires that were returned to the researcher, 28 questionnaires were excluded as they had incomplete responses or missing data. This is a safe and easy method that is most commonly used in any statistical study to avoid bias due to incomplete questionnaires and cases of missing data. Thus, 364 responses were used for the analysis. The distribution of the questionnaires and the response rate are shown in Table 1.




3.5. Measures


Creative accounting: measures’ determinants of CA were developed based on various studies, such as the five items used to measure ethical issues adapted from (de Jesus et al. 2020). Another five items have been adapted from (Aifuwa et al. 2018) to measure the disclosure quality. Internal control adapted five items from (Salameh 2019). Ownership structure adapted five items from (Adebiyi and Olowookere 2016). For the audit committee, the five items are mainly based on adapted items from (Suprianto et al. 2017). For inancial reporting quality, this study measured FRQ using 20 items based on the research of (Rashid 2020) (see Appendix A). Responses were made on a 5-point scale ranging from 1, strongly disagree, to 5, strongly agree.




3.6. Analysis and Results


There were two main stages to the data analysis. The first stage was conducted using SPSS.v25 to provide information about the data distribution, response rate, multicollinearity, and coding. This was followed by the screening of the data to ensure there were no missing data and outliers. The second stage of the data analysis in the current study was conducted in two phases using AMOS.v24. The first phase was a confirmatory factor analysis (CFA) to assess the overall measurement model, while the second phase involved structural equation modelling (SEM), which included testing the hypothesis of the study.



3.6.1. Assessment of Measurement Model


The measurement model shows how latent variables have been measured through their observed variables and assesses their measurement properties. In addition, before proceeding to the structural equation modelling (SEM), the measurement model properties need to be satisfied. Furthermore, in the present study, nine reflective variables were used, namely ethical issues, disclosure quality, internal control, ownership structure, corporate social responsibility, transparency and disclosure, audit committee, and financial reporting quality. These variables were measured through 48 items. The CFA for all reflective variables was performed in AMOS.v24. The assessment of the measurement model is usually carried out for reliability and validity. Through CFA, the reliability and validity of all scales can be examined. Furthermore, the factor loading estimates for all the items were between 0.85 and 0.100, above the minimum cut of point. Therefore, the model fit indices revealed that there was adequate fitness between the model and the data, whereas the outcomes showed that the CMIN statistic was 2786.294, DF = 927, and CMIN = (CMIN/DF = 2786.294/927 = 3.006). The p-value was associated with this result (p < 0.000), CFI = 0.918, TLI = 0.913, RMSEA = 0.074. These indices achieved an acceptable fit. The model is shown in Figure 2 displaying the variables with circles, while the items shown by rectangles are used to measure these variables.



The second kind of reliability is internal consistency; once the model has been successfully built on AMOS.v24 software, the assessment process starts with measurement model evaluation, in order to assess the reliability of the items with outer loading analysis.



However, the values above 0.60 are also acceptable. Furthermore, the factor loading estimates for all the items were between 0.69 and 0.99, above the minimum cut-off point. Overall, the results showed satisfactory indicators of reliability as shown in Table 2.



Convergent validity is a type of variable validity. It is the extent to which scale items are presumed to be representing a variable based on a range of facts about the same variables. The result of Cronbach’s alpha (α) for all the variables was between 0.96 and 0.97. These values were greater than the value of 0.70. Furthermore, the result of Composite Reliability (CR) for all the variables was between 0.88 and 0.98. These values were greater than the value of 0.70. In addition, the result of the average variance extracted (AVE) for all the variables was between 0.65 and 0.92. These values were greater than the value of 0.50. Furthermore, the result of maximum shared variance (MSV) for all the variables was between 0.07 and 0.57. These values were less than the value of AVE. Furthermore, the result of maximal reliability (MaxR-H) for all the variables was between 0.88 and 0.98. These values were greater than the value of 0.80. Therefore, based on these results, the present research acquired the recommended levels of convergent validity. Furthermore, the results presented acceptable indicators of reliability and convergent validity as shown in Table 3.



The discriminant validity is the extent to which scores on a measure are not correlated with measures of variables that are conceptually distinct. The bold items in Table 4 show that the square root of AVE exceeded the off-diagonal values in rows and columns. In addition, the discriminant validity criterion has been met. Overall, the reliability and validity criterion assessment showed that the measurement model was satisfactory and fulfilled the requirement of validity to procced with the estimation of the parameter of the structural equation model.




3.6.2. Assessment of Structural Equation Modeling


Structural equation modeling (SEM) is very useful in examining the interdependent relationship among some latent variables (Hair et al. 2013). It is designed to assess how good a proposed conceptual model can fit the data collected and also to ascertain the structural relationships between the sets of latent variables (Byrne 2016). The direction of the relationship between the variables showed that there was a direct relationship between independent variables and dependent variables. In this study, the measurement and structural models were generated and estimated using SPSS.v25 and AMOS.v24. The goodness-of-fit of the structural equation model indicated an acceptable fit, where specifically the CMIN statistic was 1544.939, DF = 726, CMIN = (CMIN/DF = 1544.939/726 = 2.128). The p-value associated with this result was p < 0.000, CFI = 0.959, TLI = 0.956, RMSEA = 0.056. These indices were an acceptable fit. Figure 3 shows the SEM that included all the study variables.



This section shows the direct relationships between the determinants of creative accounting and financial reporting quality. The results of H1a show a positive and significant relationship between ethical issues and financial reporting quality (β = 0.200; t = 3.328; p < 0.000). Therefore, the relationship between ethical issues and financial reporting quality was supported. The result illustrates that H1b indicates a positive and significant relationship between disclosure quality and financial reporting quality (β = 0.185; t = 3.427; p < 0.000). Therefore, the relationship between disclosure quality and financial reporting quality performance was supported. Furthermore, the result indicates that H1c has a positive and significant relationship between internal control and financial reporting quality (β = 0.207; t = 3.640; p < 0.000). Therefore, the relationship between internal control and financial reporting quality was supported. The results of H1d have a positive and significant relationship between ownership structure and financial reporting quality (β = 0.219; t = 3.912; p < 0.000). Therefore, the relationship between ownership structure and financial reporting quality was supported as displayed in Table 5.



Thus, SEM was applied to detect and estimate the strength of the moderating effect of the audit committee on the relationship between the determinants of creative accounting (ethical issues, disclosure quality, internal control, ownership structure) and financial reporting quality. The goodness-of-fit of the moderating factor audit committee indicated an acceptable fit, where specifically the CMIN statistic was 75.271, DF = 23, CMIN = (CMIN/DF = 75.271/23 = 3.273). The p-value associated with this result was p < 0.000, CFI = 0.922, RMSEA = 0.079, while the R Square was 0.484. These indices were an acceptable fit. Figure 4 shows that the audit committee had an effective impact on the relationship between creative accounting and financial reporting quality within the interactive practice.



Therefore, the result shows that H2a indicates that the audit committee has a positive and significant moderating effect on the relationship between ethical issues and financial reporting quality (β = 0.212; t = 4.677; p < 0.000). Therefore, the moderating effect of the audit committee on the relationship between ethical issues and financial reporting quality was supported. The result shows that H2b indicates that the audit committee has a positive and significant moderating effect on the relationship between disclosure quality and financial reporting quality (β = 0.201; t = 4.631; p < 0.000). Therefore, the moderating effect of the audit committee on the relationship between disclosure quality and financial reporting quality was supported. The result displays that H2c shows that the audit committee has a positive and significant moderating effect on the relationship between internal control and financial reporting quality (β = 0.228; t = 5.156; p < 0.000). Therefore, the moderating effect of the audit committee on the relationship between internal control and financial reporting quality was supported. The results illustrate that H2d, on the audit committee, has a negative and insignificant moderating effect on the relationship between ownership structure and financial reporting quality (β = 0.084; t = 1.162; p < 0.031). Therefore, the moderating effect of the audit committee on the relationship between ownership structure and financial reporting quality was unsupported. Table 6 enumerates the results of the moderating effect of the audit committee on the relationship between creative accounting and financial reporting quality.



The audit committee effectively impacted the relationship between creative accounting and financial reporting quality within the interactive practice. While the audit committee strengthens the positive relationship between ethical issues and financial reporting quality as shown in Figure 5a, the slope for high ethical issues is a steeper gradient as compared to that for low ethical issues. This shows that the positive relationship between ethical issues and financial reporting quality is stronger when the audit committee is high in comparison to the lower audit committee. Moreover, the audit committee strengthens the positive relationship between disclosure quality and financial reporting quality. As shown in Figure 5b the slope of high disclosure quality has a steeper gradient as compared to that of low disclosure quality. This shows that the positive relationship between disclosure quality and financial reporting quality is stronger when the audit committee is high in comparison to the that of the lower audit committee.



Additionally, the audit committee strengthens the positive relationship between internal control and financial reporting quality. As shown in Figure 5c the slope of high internal control has a steeper gradient as compared to that f low internal control. This shows that the positive relationship between internal control and financial reporting quality is stronger when the audit committee is high in comparison to that of the lower audit committee. Finally, the audit committee has a negative and insignificant effect on the relationship between ownership structure and financial reporting quality. As shown in Figure 5d the slope for high ownership structure has a steeper gradient compared to that of low ownership structure. This shows that the relationship between ownership structure and financial reporting quality is stronger when the audit committee is low in comparison to the higher audit committee. All the above-mentioned indications are shown in Figure 5.






4. Discussion and Conclusions


The present research findings confirmed the moderation impact of the audit committee on ethical issues, discourse quality, internal control and ownership structure together with financial reporting quality. This moderation relationship is proposed in three hypotheses that described the impact of the audit committee on each of the determinants of creative accounting practice. The obtained results showed that the role of creative accounting determinants in commercial banks can be enhanced and considered as a value-relevant property to acquire high reporting quality through the moderation of the corporate aspect of the audit committee. Accordingly, the result for hypotheses H1a was (t = 3.328) which aligned with the assumptions provided by the agency theory, whereas, the hypothesis indicated significant impacts of the maintenance of ethical issues on the quality of financial reporting. Furthermore, the results reaffirmed that ethical aspects lead to the establishment of higher quality of financial reporting practice as shown in the context of Iraqi commercial banks. Besides, the results acknowledged the findings in the previous studies presented by (Tassadaq and Malik 2015; Gras et al. 2016; de Jesus et al. 2020; Shafer et al. 2013) that demonstrate limited consideration of ethical issues on creative accounting practice in the context of commercial banks.



In addition, the result of H1b (t = 3.427) indicated a significant relationship between the constructs with the limited operation of disclosure procedures in the context of commercial banks. This determination designated the higher implications of creative accounting practice on the quality of financial reporting in the banking sector, which was found to be consistent with previous literature reviews (Mutuc et al. 2019; Qian et al. 2015; Tri Wahyuni et al. 2020). The implementation of the new-institutional theory contributed to explaining the underlying preposition that limited disclosure practice in the context of commercial banks was due to the pressure exerted by the institutional setup that related to the ownership structure. These results are found to be in good agreement with numerous studies in the literature which display the significance of linkage between this determinant and accounting practice (Mutuc et al. 2019; Qian et al. 2015; Mudel 2016; Udin et al. 2017). However, the present research findings are contradicted by other studies that proposed a limited controlling role of disclosure quality in creative accounting practice (Cooray et al. 2020; Yasser et al. 2016; Gerwanski et al. 2019). In brief, disclosure quality is found to be one of the essential determinants of institutional transparency that increase the trust of the public in the financial reporting quality of the bank. This finding is approved by its high consistency with previous claims cited in (Zaman et al. 2018) on maintaining ethical concerns through disclosure quality.



The findings of the last two hypotheses related to the first research question are H1c (t = 3.640) and H1d (t = 3.912). As mentioned earlier, the present research findings showed a significant inter-correlated relationship between the determinants of creative accounting i.e., each of the determinants has an effect on others. The origin of this relationship is clearly identified in the previous literature, and is verified in the present research findings. Thus, the limited consideration of ethical issues and disclosure quality resulted in the limited implementation of internal control. These procedures enable the practice of creative accounting to take place in the commercial banking sector at various levels according to the ownership structure of the bank. Thus, the present findings are consistent with previous studies that indicated poor internal control which may lead to higher errors and inaccurate financial disclosure regarding the financial reporting quality in banks (Lim et al. 2017; Muraina and Dandago 2020).



It is worth declaring that the outcomes of this research supported the existing literature concerning the correlation between the determinants of creative accounting in detecting fraud practice, but these determinants fall to control this practice to safe levels (Al-Hashemi 2020; Ibrahim et al. 2017; Ndebugri and Tweneboah Senzu 2017; Cernusca et al. 2016). These findings are applied to the context of Iraqi commercial banks, although dedicated efforts are constantly made to retain, and establish healthy relations with the outside shareholders as one of the major resources, but additional enhancements re required to reduce Fraud practice within creative accounting in order to present high quality financial reports. This in turn implies that the internal banking system should maintain ethical issues, disclosure to the public, and implement qualified internal control for a faithful representation of the financial reporting practice in Iraqi commercial banks.



So far, the results obtained showed that the role of creative accounting determinants in commercial banks can be enhanced and considered as a valuerelevant property in acquiring high reporting practice through the moderation of the audit committee. Briefly, the findings regarding the audit committee supported the hypotheses H2a, H2b and H2c through the indicated value of t = 4.677, 4.622, and 5.094. In addition, the comprehensive analysis of the results illustrated some important correlations among the determinants of creative accounting and financial reporting quality moderated by the audit committee. In contrast, the findings did not support hypothesis H2d due to the absence of any significant value among the audit committee and ownership structure—t = 1.152. In this respect, the findings validated the previous research of (Qian et al. 2015; Mutuc et al. 2019; Mudel 2016; Suprianto et al. 2017) concerning the impacts of ownership structure on audit practice and financial reporting quality in the banking sector.



Furthermore, the present results contributed by examining the moderating role of the audit committee theoretically, whereas the agency and neoinstitutional theories could partially explain the present trends. In the content of commercial banks, the argument of neoinstitutional theories emphasizes exterior pressure as a significant driver of the audit committee structure at specific conditions, which make it independent from the ownership of the banks (Trisanti 2016). Personal relationships can cause suspicious complications because they will result in cooperation or conflict of interest which highly impacts the maintenance of the independence of audit practice in the banks. The most interesting finding is that moderation of the audit committee monitors the quality and flow of information between shareholders, managers of banks and board members, which can identify any problem in the business, as addressed in the previous study of (Brauweiler et al. 2019).



In addition, the present findings demonstrated that the audit committee highly moderates the determination of creative accounting on financial reporting quality in the commercial banking sector. Thus, it highlighted the intensive auditing practice embedded in the bank, posited to be directly related to financial reporting quality (Rozidi et al. 2015; Aifuwa et al. 2018; Suprianto et al. 2017; Salehi et al. 2018). In addition, the agency theory, or in other words information asymmetry between owners and managers, opportunistic behaviour of managers, and the failure of the principals to control the desired action of the agent. provides a theoretical framework to expand the present understanding of how such banks collapsed, a faithful representation of the findings in consistent view with previous works of (Muraina and Dandago 2020; Sharma et al. 2020; Farhan et al. 2019).



As discussed in the previous sections, most of the earlier reports concluded that creative accounting determination generally depends on the framework, idiosyncrasies and interconnectivity (Mahboub 2017; Rozidi et al. 2015; Lim et al. 2017; Alzeban 2020). It was indicated that a perfect solution is impossible for all financial sectors, wherein creative accounting might be inappropriate and dependent on the contexts. Therefore, the level of creative practice may vary appreciably from one sector to another (Goel 2014). The present findings contributed by presenting concurrent evidence on the flexibility of creative accounting determinants with a higher degree of implication of corporate aspects and financial reporting quality. The obtained findings also strongly emphasized the significant impacts of the moderator on the enhanced determination of creative practice, as well as the strength and the quality of financial reporting within Iraqi commercial banks.



The findings showed the importance of implementing an audit committee to moderate the relationships among the determinants and financial reporting quality in the banking sector of Iraq. Thus, entrepreneurial administration is needed connected to the identification of the scope and recognition of the problem, as well as trends in the commercial banks. This process enabled the management to contribute to the adjustment and upgrading of daily schedules, largely tactical acts for transforming the reporting systems of the banks into a higher level of qualified reporting practice (Brauweiler et al. 2019; Haji and Anifowose 2020). This identification has been shown in the findings of this study which supports required reform through the moderation of corporate aspects for financial reporting quality. In conclusion, this study showed harmony with the views demonstrated in most of the previous studies in the literature on the determination of creative practice that influences the preparation of financial reports as mentioned by (Al-Olimat 2020; Farhan Jedi and Nayan 2018; Jadah 2016; Kazem 2012).




5. Recommendation for Future Studies


Despite several notable contributions made by this study, some limitations have been encountered. Thereby, acknowledging these limitations contributes to the trustworthiness of the present research findings. This research is concerned with the variables defined in the conceptual design which aims to maintain a balanced view in the diagnostic and interactive use of the model in the Iraqi commercial banks. Such a design for different banking sectors, concerning factors like the determinants of creative accounting and audit committee changes, may vary, according to the contemporary environmental opportunities or threats, in investigating the profitability of the data in the specific banking sector that may not be completely applicable. Thus, the examination of these factors in different research contexts can offer a more inclusive perception of the mechanism and condition of the model and how it might fit in various banking sectors. Besides, new investigations can contribute to the generalization of the present research framework.



Therefore, the present study may serve as the platform on which further studies might be performed to enhance the field knowledge. As discussed in the previous sections, the present study conflicted with some previous studies and was consistent with others. However, the present study’s limitations can be avoided in future research. Besides, further research can be associated with the market valuation controversies. Further, to explain and address such a debate regarding banking markets, it may be essential to carry out further studies to understand how the deployment of the audit committee may affect determination of creative accounting practice in estimating market valuation of competitiveness. Therefore, the main area for future research is represented in adjusting the present conceptual model in multidimensional agreement with the International Accounting Standard Board 215 (IASB) in various research contexts. This must be observed by both internal control and the audit committee for a better presentation of financial reporting practice. Finally, it is recommended that future longitudinal studies must include the opinions of multiple sources of information from management and other auditing levels to confirm their impacts on developing the determination of creative accounting and financial reporting quality.







Author Contributions


Conceptualization, I.A.A. and N.H.; methodology, I.A.A. and N.H.; formal analysis I.A.A., N.H., H.H., N.M.A.-R. and M.A.A.; investigation, I.A.A., M.A.A. and N.H.; resources, I.A.A. and N.H.; writing—original draft preparation, I.A.A.; writing—review and editing, I.A.A., M.A.A. and N.H. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.




Funding


This research received no funding.




Acknowledgments


The authors are grateful to the Middle East University, Amman, and Zarqa University, Zarqa, Jordan for the financial support granted to cover the publication fee of this article. The authors also are grateful to the editor and the anonymous reviewers for providing very constructive and useful comments that enabled us to make additional efforts to improve the clarity and quality of our research.




Conflicts of Interest


The authors declare no conflict of interest.





Appendix A. Measurement Items







	Audit Committee



	
	−

	
Our bank has a formal policy on the functions and responsibilities of the audit committee.









	
	−

	
The chairman of the audit committee in our bank is independent.









	
	−

	
The audit committee in our bank is able to review the financial statements before the final statements are approved.









	
	−

	
The audit committee is able to review investments and transactions that may adversely affect our bank.









	
	−

	
The audit committee in our bank supervises audits to ensure that both internal and external auditors are acting independently.









	Creative Accounting Determinants



	Ethical Issues



	
	−

	
The ethical Issues prevalent in our Bank do not affect the presentation of the financial reporting.









	
	−

	
Financial reports should be prepared and presented in accordance with the ethical guidelines of our bank.









	
	−

	
Ethical standards are duly observed in the presentation of the financial reporting procedures in our bank.









	
	−

	
The accountants in our bank are always objective in the presentation of the financial reports.









	
	−

	
The bank has revealed a code of conduct/ethics.









	Disclosure Quality



	
	−

	
There are significant effects for the reports’ disclosure on the quality of the financial reporting practice in our bank.









	
	−

	
Disclosure practice is affected by the professional competence of the professional accountant.









	
	−

	
The quality of disclosure practice for financial reporting is complained with financial reporting standards.









	
	−

	
Disclosure of internal control reports increases the auditory role.









	
	−

	
The disclosure of financial reporting is affected by the professional accountant practice.









	Internal Control



	
	−

	
The availability of continuous control reports in the bank can enhance the internal control functions which lead to improving the quality of financial reporting.









	
	−

	
The existence of recommendations and advice about potential improvement in the reports leads to improve the quality of financial reporting.









	
	−

	
The existence of matching and reasonableness reports for different periods in the reports lead to improve the quality of financial reporting.









	
	−

	
Segregation of duties leads to improve the quality of financial reporting.









	
	−

	
A clear determination for the responsibilities and authorities among departments leads to improve the quality of financial reporting.









	Ownership Structure



	
	−

	
Our bank provides equal access to information for shareholders and investment analysts.









	
	−

	
Ownership in our bank would be stronger since managers have more incentives to opportunistically exploit quality financial reporting.









	
	−

	
The concentrated ownership in our bank can overcome the free-rider problem and enhance the quality of financial reporting by improving the monitoring of management.









	
	−

	
In our bank’s high ownership structure, controlling shareholders are less dependent on minority shareholders and may take benefits from them.









	
	−

	
Ownership structure reflects the banks’ selection to disclose high-quality information as a corporate governance practice to monitor managerial activities.









	Financial Reporting Quality Dimensions



	Relevance



	
	−

	
The annual report discloses forward-looking information about the bank.









	
	−

	
The bank uses fair values instead of historical.









	
	−

	
Cost in preparing financial statements.









	
	−

	
The presence of looking statements helps the development of expectations and predictions by the users regarding the bank’s future.









	
	−

	
The presence of non-financial information in terms of business opportunities and risks complements the financial information.









	Faithful Representation



	
	−

	
The annual report highlights the positive and negative events in a balanced way when discussing the annual results.









	
	−

	
Accounting principles are firmly followed in our bank.









	
	−

	
The annual report extensively discloses information on corporate governance issues.









	
	−

	
The annual report contains disclosure on environmental issues.









	
	−

	
The annual report explains the choice of accounting.









	Understandability



	
	−

	
The degree to which the annual report is well-organized.









	
	−

	
The notes to the financial statements are clear.









	
	−

	
The use of language and technical jargon is easy to follow in the annual report.









	
	−

	
The annual report included a comprehensive glossary.









	
	−

	
The use of graphs and tables in the financial reports enhances the quality of financial reporting.









	Comparability



	
	−

	
The notes to revisions in accounting estimates and judgments explain the implications of the revision.









	
	−

	
The results of the current accounting period are compared with the results of previous accounting periods.









	
	−

	
Information in the annual report is comparable to information provided by other organizations.









	
	−

	
The annual report presents financial index numbers and ratios.









	
	−

	
The industry comparison enhances the quality of financial reporting.
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Figure 1. Conceptual framework of the current study. 
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Figure 2. Assessment of measurement model. 
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Figure 3. Assessment of structural equation modelling. 
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Figure 4. Statistical model of moderating factor of the audit committee. 
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Figure 5. This figure is contained four graphs which are: (a) A two-way interaction of the AC on the EI and FRQ; (b) A two-way interaction of the AC on the DQ and FRQ; (c) A two-way interaction of the AC on the IC and FRQ; (d) A two-way interaction of the AC on the OS and FRQ. 
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Table 1. Response rate of the data collected.
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	Description
	No. of Questionnaires
	Percentage





	Total questionnaires that distributed
	500
	100%



	Received Completed questionnaires
	392
	78.4%



	Uncompleted or have missing data
	28
	7.1%



	Usable questionnaires
	364
	92.9%
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Table 2. Loadings and cross-loadings.






Table 2. Loadings and cross-loadings.





	Item Code
	EI
	DQ
	IC
	OS
	AC
	R
	F
	U
	C





	EI1
	0.919
	0.138
	0.130
	0.168
	0.128
	0.120
	0.118
	0.050
	0.126



	EI2
	0.953
	0.152
	0.138
	0.183
	0.152
	0.138
	0.123
	0.016
	0.183



	EI3
	0.963
	0.116
	0.152
	0.160
	0.116
	0.152
	0.160
	−0.008
	0.132



	EI4
	0.950
	0.148
	0.119
	0.141
	0.148
	0.119
	0.141
	0.020
	0.116



	EI5
	0.927
	0.155
	0.113
	0.150
	0.138
	0.130
	0.168
	0.050
	0.156



	DQ1
	0.004
	0.902
	0.034
	0.034
	0.083
	0.109
	0.087
	0.109
	0.001



	DQ2
	0.029
	0.944
	0.062
	0.019
	0.129
	0.104
	0.086
	0.107
	0.021



	DQ3
	0.009
	0.904
	−0.002
	0.045
	0.110
	0.102
	0.077
	0.112
	0.020



	DQ4
	−0.011
	0.923
	−0.006
	0.007
	0.112
	0.081
	0.095
	0.128
	0.026



	DQ5
	0.012
	0.957
	0.022
	0.025
	0.092
	0.124
	0.081
	0.137
	0.022



	IC1
	0.058
	0.003
	0.899
	0.048
	0.129
	0.117
	0.083
	0.132
	−0.026



	IC2
	0.081
	−0.015
	0.928
	0.026
	0.136
	0.075
	0.111
	0.071
	−0.011



	IC3
	0.023
	0.032
	0.907
	0.038
	0.155
	0.132
	0.118
	0.068
	0.011



	IC4
	0.115
	0.047
	0.923
	0.067
	0.125
	0.087
	0.116
	0.107
	−0.006



	IC5
	0.063
	0.043
	0.881
	0.050
	0.102
	0.127
	0.169
	0.073
	0.023



	OS1
	0.008
	0.050
	0.107
	0.929
	0.143
	0.060
	0.097
	0.072
	0.026



	OS2
	−0.004
	0.083
	0.125
	0.942
	0.090
	0.079
	0.162
	0.080
	0.013



	OS3
	0.013
	0.054
	0.090
	0.945
	0.140
	0.106
	0.129
	0.057
	0.039



	OS4
	0.014
	0.076
	0.110
	0.907
	0.087
	0.114
	0.121
	0.030
	−0.019



	OS5
	0.011
	0.080
	0.116
	0.931
	0.110
	0.086
	0.131
	0.056
	0.004



	AC1
	0.177
	0.152
	0.179
	0.022
	0.944
	0.220
	0.136
	0.189
	0.023



	AC2
	0.148
	0.167
	0.165
	0.023
	0.953
	0.178
	0.117
	0.189
	0.022



	AC3
	0.188
	0.143
	0.186
	−0.010
	0.953
	0.243
	0.143
	0.165
	0.039



	AC4
	0.191
	0.142
	0.185
	0.017
	0.963
	0.213
	0.132
	0.180
	0.033



	AC5
	0.137
	0.139
	0.194
	0.009
	0.937
	0.218
	0.111
	0.222
	0.017



	R1
	0.180
	0.095
	0.192
	0.018
	0.184
	0.896
	0.122
	0.274
	−0.030



	R2
	0.146
	0.100
	0.168
	0.010
	0.178
	0.909
	0.155
	0.191
	0.032



	R3
	0.169
	0.087
	0.185
	0.027
	0.125
	0.914
	0.223
	0.092
	0.008



	R4
	0.144
	0.120
	0.115
	0.032
	0.228
	0.910
	0.119
	0.216
	0.001



	R5
	0.115
	0.105
	0.052
	0.056
	0.136
	0.813
	0.210
	0.144
	−0.027



	F1
	0.177
	0.152
	0.179
	0.022
	0.220
	0.136
	0.925
	0.189
	0.023



	F2
	0.148
	0.167
	0.165
	0.023
	0.178
	0.117
	0.886
	0.189
	0.022



	F3
	0.188
	0.143
	0.186
	−0.010
	0.243
	0.143
	0.966
	0.165
	0.039



	F4
	0.191
	0.142
	0.185
	0.017
	0.213
	0.132
	0.948
	0.180
	0.033



	F5
	0.137
	0.139
	0.194
	0.009
	0.218
	0.111
	0.951
	0.222
	0.017



	U1
	0.050
	0.186
	0.117
	−0.010
	0.257
	0.205
	0.223
	0.931
	−0.005



	U2
	0.106
	0.191
	0.109
	−0.002
	0.150
	0.200
	0.168
	0.933
	0.043



	U3
	0.075
	0.137
	0.173
	0.008
	0.164
	0.251
	0.223
	0.772
	0.045



	U4
	0.072
	0.174
	0.077
	−0.007
	0.252
	0.192
	0.229
	0.974
	0.030



	U5
	0.056
	0.110
	0.115
	0.007
	0.230
	0.197
	0.176
	0.904
	0.045



	C1
	0.104
	0.119
	0.193
	−0.013
	0.201
	0.194
	0.227
	−0.003
	0.967



	C2
	0.119
	0.132
	0.154
	0.007
	0.209
	0.201
	0.235
	0.028
	0.967



	C3
	0.125
	0.183
	0.099
	0.011
	0.162
	0.144
	0.084
	0.047
	0.851



	C4
	0.116
	0.107
	0.085
	−0.050
	0.175
	0.222
	0.244
	0.031
	0.922



	C5
	0.108
	0.151
	0.187
	−0.024
	0.191
	0.185
	0.281
	0.004
	0.902
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Table 3. Convergent validity for the overall measurement model.






Table 3. Convergent validity for the overall measurement model.





	Variables
	α
	CR
	AVE
	MSV
	MaxR(H)





	EI
	0.978
	0.978
	0.901
	0.150
	0.981



	DQ
	0.970
	0.971
	0.871
	0.074
	0.974



	IC
	0.965
	0.967
	0.853
	0.155
	0.968



	OS
	0.970
	0.972
	0.872
	0.167
	0.972



	AC
	0.970
	0.985
	0.929
	0.573
	0.986



	FRQ
	0.960
	0.883
	0.654
	0.391
	0.883
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Table 4. Constructs Correlation for the overall measurement model.
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	Variables
	EI
	DQ
	IC
	OS
	AC
	FRQ





	EI
	0.953
	
	
	
	
	



	DQ
	0.315 ***
	0.934
	
	
	
	



	IC
	0.458 ***
	0.199 ***
	0.942
	
	
	



	OS
	0.431 ***
	0.171 ***
	0.505 ***
	0.957
	
	



	AC
	0.307 *
	0.230 ***
	0.561 ***
	0.656 ***
	0.959
	



	FRQ
	0.471 ***
	0.342 ***
	0.599 ***
	0.662 ***
	0.796 ***
	0.867







Note: * Correlation is significant at the 0.00 level (2-tailed). *** Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed).
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Table 5. Relationship between creative accounting and financial reporting quality.
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	No.
	Relationship
	Beta
	t-Value
	p-Value
	Decision





	H1a
	EI → FRQ
	0.200
	3.328
	***
	Supported



	H1b
	DQ → FRQ
	0.185
	3.427
	***
	Supported



	H1c
	IC → FRQ
	0.207
	3.640
	***
	Supported



	H1d
	OS → FRQ
	0.219
	3.912
	***
	Supported







Note: *** = p < 0.000.
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Table 6. Moderating effect of the audit committee on creative accounting and financial reporting quality.
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No.

	
Relationship

	
Beta

	
t-Value

	
p-Value

	
Decision






	
H2a

	
EI → FRQ

	
0.178

	
4.290

	
***

	
Supported

	
Supported




	
AC → FRQ

	
0.238

	
6.004

	
***

	
Supported




	
AC _X_ EI → FRQ

	
0.212

	
4.677

	
***

	
Supported




	
H2b

	
DQ → FRQ

	
0.125

	
3.303

	
***

	
Supported

	
Supported




	
AC → FRQ

	
0.238

	
6.004

	
***

	
Supported




	
AC _X_ DQ → FRQ

	
0.201

	
4.631

	
***

	
Supported




	
H2c

	
IC → FRQ

	
0.104

	
2.601

	
0.009

	
Supported

	
Supported




	
AC → FRQ

	
0.238

	
6.004

	
***

	
Supported




	
AC _X_ IC → FRQ

	
0.228

	
5.156

	
***

	
Supported




	
H2d

	
OS → FRQ

	
0.137

	
3.348

	
***

	
Supported

	
Unsupported




	
AC → FRQ

	
0.238

	
6.004

	
***

	
Supported




	
AC _X_ OS → FRQ

	
0.084

	
1.162

	
0.031

	
Unsupported








Note: *** = p < 0.000.
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