children

Systematic Review

Systematic Review of Psychosocial Risk and Protective Factors in
Children Reported from Developmental Criminology

Daniela Zuiiiga 1*(7, Francesco Carretta >, Macarena Contreras 3, Erica Cornejo 3, Constanza Gallardo 3,

Isidora Guichapani 3 and Constansa Muifioz

check for
updates

Citation: Zuniga, D.; Carretta, F.;
Contreras, M.; Cornejo, E.; Gallardo,
C.; Guichapani, I.; Mufioz, C.
Systematic Review of Psychosocial
Risk and Protective Factors in
Children Reported from
Developmental Criminology. Children
2024, 11,974. https://doi.org/
10.3390/ children11080974

Academic Editors: Elitsa Dimitrova

and Apolinaras Zaborskis

Received: 16 July 2024
Revised: 8 August 2024
Accepted: 8 August 2024
Published: 13 August 2024

Copyright: © 2024 by the authors.
Licensee MDPI, Basel, Switzerland.
This article is an open access article
distributed under the terms and
conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution (CC BY) license (https://
creativecommons.org/licenses /by /
4.0/).

3

Institute of Psychological Studies, Faculty of Medicine, Universidad Austral de Chile, Isla Teja Campus,
Valdivia 5110566, Chile

Faculty of Law, Pontificia Universidad Catodlica de Valparaiso, Valparaiso Campus, Valparaiso 2340025, Chile;
francesco.carretta@pucv.cl

School of Psychology, Faculty of Medicine, Universidad Austral de Chile, Isla Teja Campus,

Valdivia 5110566, Chile; macarena.contrerasO1@alumnos.uach.cl (M.C.); erica.cornejo@alumnos.uach.cl (E.C.);
contanza.gallardo@alumnos.uach.cl (C.G.); isidora.guichapani@alumnos.uach.cl (1.G.);
constansa.munoz@alumnos.uach.cl (C.M.)

*  Correspondence: daniela.zuniga@uach.cl; Tel.: +56-998-485-649

Abstract: Background/Objectives: Evidence indicates that persistent transgressive behaviors often
begin early in development and increase around age twelve, and warns that children who exhibit
transgressive behaviors in childhood or early adolescence tend to develop criminal behaviors in
adulthood which makes childhood a critical unit of analysis for timely intervention. The study
examines risk and protective factors in childhood related to illegal behavior, through the perspective
of developmental criminology. The observation of risk and protective factors in early stages allows
us to design interventions that prevent social adjustment problems in children from becoming
more complex by maintaining the transgression of social norms over time. Factors identified by
developmental criminology can be organized according to ecological systems theory and discussed
in relation to previous criminological studies. Methods: Using a systematic review based on the
PRISMA method, the study identifies 24 updated developmental criminology articles that study early
protective factors between birth and age twelve. Result: Risk factors at the individual level include
biological, socioemotional, behavioral, symptomatic aspects and adverse life experiences. Individual
protective factors include cognitive, socioemotional, and personality development aspects. Risk
factors at an interpersonal and contextual level are related to family, school, peers, socioeconomic
situation and governance. Conclusions: This review highlights the importance of recognizing risk
and protective factors in child development, contemplating interventions at multiple levels where an
articulation between the various institutions involved in child care is possible.

Keywords: developmental criminology; childhood; children; protective factors; risk factors; criminality;
crime; life course; systematic review

1. Introduction

Understanding criminal behavior involves examining multiple factors related to antiso-
cial, delinquent, and criminal activities, considering their duration, frequency, intensity, and
severity [1,2]. Comprehensive approaches from a specialized field enable the prevention,
prediction, and detection of antisocial behavior and personality [3].

Numerous theories have contributed to explaining criminal behavior in adolescence,
and it is possible to organize them into three groups: the classic theories of crime that try to
explain crime from different biological, psychological, and sociological approaches; the crit-
ical or criminalization theories; and the integrative theories that are built by incorporating
previous theoretical proposals, which allow us to visualize the problem of crime from a
broad comprehensive framework and reflecting its complexity [4].
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One theoretical integrative framework is developmental criminology, a branch built
on evidence from various disciplines [5,6]; it has been considered one of the most accurate
theories to understand delinquency in the juvenile stage since developmental criminology
encompasses crime throughout the life course, in contrast to traditional or classic crimino-
logical theories that do not consider the passage of time, focusing particularly on childhood
and adolescence [7-11]. From this perspective, law-breaking is viewed as part of a life
trajectory that can begin early in childhood and continue into adolescence, with desistance
or intensification of criminal behavior being common [12]. This approach seeks to explain
the development of delinquency through an age-graded framework based on empirical
observations from prospective longitudinal studies [6]. Research consistently views delin-
quency as part of a broader social phenomenon encompassing antisocial behavior that
persists throughout the life cycle and across generations [13]. Consequently, the challenge
lies in preventing and disrupting its persistence.

The literature delimits two lines of research that have in common observing life
history and social development, differing in their emphases. Developmental theories,
rooted in psychology, emphasize psychosocial factors, the appearance of delinquency, and
the role of psychological factors. early protective and risk factors [13]. In contrast, life
course theories, with a sociological orientation, focus on social structure and life events,
investigating desistance and turning points [13]—for example, the research of Sampson and
Laub [14] emphasizes the desistance of antisocial behavior. Both approaches, life course
and developmental criminology, provide insights into various aspects of criminality that
had not been previously considered and allow design preventive strategies [14].

In recent years, various reviews of the theoretical body that underpins developmental
criminology have been developed [13,15,16]. McGee and Farrington [6] reviewed and
compared six of the most relevant theories: the integrated cognitive antisocial potential
theory [17]; the social development model [18]; antisocial behavior persistent throughout
life and limited in adolescence [9,19]; the theory of informal social control by age [14,20];
the situational action theory of crime causation [21,22]; and interactional theory [23,24].

Currently, the most important theories, Farrington, Loeber, and Catalano and Hawkins,
base their developments on several classic theories, such as those of social learning, social
control, opportunities, differential association, and labeling, and test them through lon-
gitudinal and experimental studies [25]. Farrington, Wikstrom, Hawkins, and Catalano
work from early socialization, postulating that children learn practices from their parents
and the community during childhood [6]. Moffitt, another important theory, explores the
early neuropsychological factors that result in two types of criminality: persistent and
adolescent-limited [6].

In summary, current developmental criminology has managed to focus on three per-
spectives of analysis: (1) the development of criminal and antisocial behaviors, (2) risk
and protective factors at different stages of life, and (3) the effects of certain life events in
development [26]. These studies have contributed significantly to criminology, allowing
preventive interventions to be designed based on evidence [25]. In relation to risk factors,
it is important to point out the work of Bonta and Andrews [27], who, based on general
personality and cognitive social learning theory of criminal behavior, determine psycho-
social-biological factors that initiate and maintain these behaviors that are called the eight
risk/need factors that are identified in meta-analysis studies; these are criminal history, pro-
criminal attitudes, procriminal associates, antisocial personality patterns, family /marital,
school/work, substance misuse, leisure/recreation. These factors are associated with the
decision to engage in criminal conduct (rewards/cost favorable to crime), mediated by
four factors (called the big four) that come from family, neighborhood, gender, age, and
ethnicity [27].

Within developmental criminology, there has been a priority in the study of risk and
protective factors in adolescents, possibly due to the minimum age of juvenile criminal
responsibility that, in most countries, coincides with this stage of the life cycle. Childhood is
receiving less attention in research, which, from a life course perspective, spans from birth
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to 12 years of age [28]; however, evidence indicates that persistent transgressive behaviors
often begin early and increase at age 12. Farrington [29] warns that children exhibiting
transgressive behaviors in childhood or adolescence tend to develop criminal behaviors in
adulthood, making childhood a critical unit of analysis for timely intervention.

Children are not criminally responsible until the minimum age of criminal responsibil-
ity established in each country, and they require different treatment than adults focused on
protection [30], but few studies describe the factors involved when illicit behavior begins
at early ages (between four and seven years), the period in which these behaviors tend to
begin [26]. Identifying early biopsychosocial mechanisms could help prevent children from
starting a trajectory of chronic antisocial behavior that continues into adulthood [31].

Therefore, it is crucial to understand the risk and protective factors underlying chil-
dren’s social behaviors, as these could predict and antisocial or prosocial behavior. These
factors include individual characteristics and the social environment in which children
develop, with the family being the primary reference, along with friends, school, and
society [25,32].

Risk factors include a conflicting and disorganized bond between the child and care-
givers, discipline techniques applied by caregivers, having friends involved in delinquency,
and certain individual psychological and moral factors acquired and developed in child-
hood that may relate to social adaptation [25,33]. However, despite exposure to the same
risk factors, some children do not develop criminal behavior due to individual and envi-
ronmental variables that function as protective factors against severe cumulative events
and stressful situations. These protective factors refer to individual characteristics and
the family or community context that can mitigate the effect of risk factors, increasing
resilience and preventing the development or persistence of such behaviors [25]. One such
factor is guilt related to morality, which reinforces self-control in high-criminal temptation
scenarios [33].

Taking the above into account, focusing on children is crucial due to their greater ca-
pacity for change and flexibility. Most individuals with persistent criminal behavior began
their activities at an early age, closely related to developmental contexts [25]. Observing
risk and protective factors allows us to design interventions that prevent social adjustment
problems in children from becoming more complex by maintaining the transgression of
social norms [9,34].

The factors identified by developmental criminology can be organized according to the
theory of ecological systems [35], which proposes that human behavior is understood in a
dynamic relationship with other systems, distinguishing from the close ones (microsystem)
to the most distant ones (macrosystem, exosystem) [36]; classifying them from this point of
view could contribute to understanding the criminal behavior of children and adolescents
considering the contexts, situation, and social position. In addition, it is possible to consider
individual resources, community, and social needs and the articulations between systems.
Behavioral changes require a collaborative effort between different systems of which
children, adolescents, and adults responsible for care and interventions will have less or
more control, so it is possible to assess which elements are under the one domain of children
and those who accompany their development (family, school, health, and justice systems,
among other systems), as well as factors that cannot be addressed immediately and that
require long-term structural change. Classifying the risk and protective factors described in
the updated literature from the perspective of developmental criminology and considering
the person and transactions with the context (Person-Process-Context-Time Model of
Development) or what Sheldon calls “Develecology,” such as “the study of the processes of
development of organisms and their changing relations with their environments, employing
a combination of systemic and longitudinal perspectives that include the mutual and
reciprocal transactions of organism and context” [37], could lead to reflection about when
to intervene, the social systems involved, and how they are articulated. If the models
proposed from criminology dialogue with the current systemic health and educational
models, it would be possible to advance in multisystemic, comprehensive, and collaborative
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interventions between different agents, since the justice system by itself will not be able to
solve the social problem of crime in childhood and youth [35].

Given the complexity of addressing crime in childhood, the objective of this study
arises: to analyze the existing updated empirical studies on psychosocial factors in develop-
mental, risk, and protection criminology in relation to crime in childhood and then classify
them according to the ecological model. The specific objectives are: 1. Describe the articles
found by country, year of publication, and methodology; 2. Identify the protective and risk
factors in the analyzed texts; 3. Categorize protective and risk factors at systemic levels:
individual, interpersonal, and contextual; 4. Identify early behavioral factors, from birth to
7 years, reporting on updated literature.

2. Materials and Methods

This research is a systematic review, which involves summarizing evidence by one
or more experts on a specific topic, identifying, evaluating, and synthesizing it to answer
a particular question and draw conclusions from the collected data [38]. In this study, an
analysis is conducted on psychosocial factors related to criminality in children, selected
under predefined inclusion and exclusion criteria.

To ensure the validity and quality of the systematic review, the PRISMA methodol-
ogy was used (Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses).
Yepes-Nufiez et al. [39] in “PRISMA 2020 Statement: An Updated Guideline for Reporting
Systematic Reviews” indicated that the PRISMA Statement has been developed for sys-
tematic reviews to assess the effects of health interventions regardless of the design of the
selected studies. It is noteworthy that PRISMA 2020 can be applied to original, updated, or
continuously updated systematic reviews.

2.1. Study Selection

A bibliographic search was conducted during October and November 2023, selecting
empirical quantitative and qualitative scientific articles from indexed journals that indicate
psychosocial factors in children, as reported in the literature from 2017 to 2023. For the
systematic review, the following elements were included:

(“Developmental criminology” OR “life course criminology”) AND (“risk factors” OR
“protect factor” OR “protective factors”).

And for EBSCOhost:

Developmental criminology OR life course criminology AND protective factors OR
risk factors.

2.2. Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria

This systematic review includes articles published in popular science journals. Articles
from the following databases are considered: SCIELO, SCOPUS, Web of Science, PubMed,
and EBSCOhost, from those open access repositories in English, Portuguese, and Spanish.
Articles were included whose study subjects belonged to the age group of 1 to 12 years.
Empirical methodology articles related to the topic and published between 2017 and 2023
were included due to the need for updated information on psychosocial factors. The
exclusion criteria exclude articles not related to the topic, articles that are not open access
in languages other than English, Portuguese, and Spanish, as well as books, press articles,
essays, theses, reports, opinion columns, and conference papers. The filters applied in
the search databases are empirical studies, the year range from 2017 to 2023, language as
indicated in the inclusion criteria, and open access articles. The selection and data collection
process conforms to the PRISMA model and is organized in the following steps: 1. A search
for articles is carried out in SCIELO, SCOPUS, Web of Science, PubMed, and EBSCOhost.
2. One researcher reviewed the articles from each database, totaling five researchers, one for
each database. 3. All researchers use the same ad hoc instrument, an Excel database, where
each sheet corresponds to an inclusion criterion. In a systematic and sequential manner, it
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Screening

Included

is possible to reach the results. This standardized procedure helps reduce bias in the results
and ensures reliability.
3. Results

The systematic review results can be seen in Figure 1. After applying the exclusion
criteria, 24 articles were reviewed, allowing us to respond to our objectives.

Identification of new studies via databases

Records identified from:

Web of Science (n=75)
Scopus (n=10) Records removed before
Scielo (n=3) screening:
EBSCOhost (n=7) - Duplicates (n=8)
PubMED (n=8) Total=95
Total= 103
]
Reasons for exclusion:
Records screened - Becordsecluded Reason 1= Methodc?Iogy (n=23)
(n=95) (n=71) Re.as_on 2= Not applicable to the
topic in terms of focus and/or age
range (n=29)
* Reason 3 = Not open access (n=19)

Records included in the systematic

review
(n=24)

Figure 1. Search identification flow diagram. Based on the PRISMA Statement.

3.1. Article Characterization

Regarding the methodology, 23 of the selected articles have a quantitative approach,
and one article employs a mixed-method approach. Concerning the design, 22 articles are
longitudinal, and two are cross-sectional. Among the analyzed articles, 50% use a database
of male participants, 42% are mixed, and 8% are female only.

The geographical distribution of the reviewed studies shows that 13 are from North
America, with 11 from the USA and 2 from Canada. Only one study is from Latin Amer-
ica (Brazil).

In terms of publication years, the distribution is as follows: seven articles from 2021;
five from 2020; four from 2019; four from 2017; and one each from 2018, 2022, and 2023.

3.2. Contents of the Selected Articles

To address the proposed objectives, the 24 selected articles are organized into content
trees for each systemic level of analysis: individual, interpersonal, and contextual. Bronfen-
brenner’s ecological theory is used as a basis for categorization, with the individual level
being everything related to the child’s characteristics (Figure 2), while the interpersonal and
contextual (Figure 3) encompass the microsystem and mesosystem (family, peers/school),
in addition to the exosystem and macrosystem (community /wider environment). Each tree
includes protective and risk factors in childhood with respect to delinquency according to
updated literature on developmental criminology.
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Figure 3. Interpersonal and contextual-level content.

3.2.1. Individual Risk Factors

The individual risk factors reported in the literature include biological determinants,
socio-emotional competencies, cognitive factors, conduct problems, psychopathological
disorders and symptoms, and adverse childhood experiences (see Figure 2).

In the category of biological determinants, Van Hazebroek et al. [40] mention that
being male is associated with antisocial behaviors and higher recidivism in serious violent
and chronic (SVC) crimes [41]. Herrera and Stuewig [42] also note that being male is
a risk factor, especially when interrelated with other components such as witnessing
spousal violence (for adolescent delinquency) or living in violent contexts with substance
use. Regarding preterm birth, Givens and Reid [43] link it to early-onset delinquency.
Additionally, temperament, specifically “hyperreactivity” and a “short temper,” increases
the likelihood of SVC infractions in adulthood [41]. Neuroticism is also identified as a risk
factor for the development of chronic persistent delinquency, characterized by younger age
at first conviction and longer criminal careers [44].
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The socio-emotional competencies category highlights low emotional independence
from an incarcerated father and negative self-perception as risk factors. The former facili-
tates intergenerational continuities in crime [41], while the latter increases the likelihood of
developing RORD and slow-rising chronic (SRC) delinquent trajectories [45]. Impulsivity,
referring to low self-control, can lead to antisocial behaviors [46,47]. Low empathy is linked
to sexual crimes in adolescence [48].

Cognitive factors include low aptitude, referring to low verbal and non-verbal IQ,
which is an early risk characteristic for delinquency [44,46,49].

Conduct problems refer to early behaviors that are indicators of the possible devel-
opment of the disorder in its entirety [50]. Gushue et al. [45] mention that running away
from home before age 12 increases the likelihood of quickly engaging in and desisting from
delinquency (Rapid Onset Rapid Desistance, RORD).

Early-onset delinquency is another critical factor. Authors such as Han and Park [51]
and Wolff [41] indicate that delinquent behaviors in childhood increase the risk of life-
long delinquency. Solomon et al. [52] identify bullying, mocking others, and disobedi-
ence as factors that can lead to antisocial behaviors in adulthood. Koegl et al. [53] and
Solomon et al. [52] also mention that such behaviors in children are related to delinquency
in adolescence and adulthood.

The category of disorders and symptoms refers to psychopathological indicators.
Rosa et al. [48] mention that attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) is linked to
nonsexual crimes. Solomon et al. [52] and Whitten et al. [44] indicate that low concentration
levels and hyperactivity are predictors of persistent delinquency, understood as those with
older age at first conviction but longer criminal careers. Depression also influences serious
crimes in both women and men [42].

Finally, adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) can act as risk factors according to
Craig et al. [54]. The study indicates that the more ACEs a child has, the more likely they
are to commit crimes in late adulthood. However, the number of ACEs was not predictive
in women with SVC crimes [41].

3.2.2. Individual Protective Factors

The factors are divided into socio-emotional competencies. Socio-emotional compe-
tencies include high emotional independence from incarcerated parents [41], low dishon-
esty [53], and intergenerational resilience in children. Intergenerational resilience refers
to a reduction in crime across generations within the same family, mediated by various
protective elements that manifest in each age group. However, since it is a recent concept,
it lacks detailed factors mediating its appearance [55].

Concerning cognitive factors, Craig et al. [54] and Capaldi et al. [56] indicate that high
verbal IQ (vocabulary and reading) significantly reduces the likelihood of delinquency in
males. This factor, along with low hyperactivity, also protects against ACEs [56].

Finally, in terms of personality, Craig et al. [54] identify low troublesome behavior,
described as “being unproblematic”, as a protective factor against delinquency. Additional
elements that significantly reduce the risk of committing a crime include low audacity, low
impulsivity, low extraversion, high nervousness, and low neuroticism [54].

3.2.3. Family Risk Factors

Family composition factors identified as risk factors include single-parent families,
non-resident fathers, having half-siblings, and multiple maternal unions before childbirth,
with the most prevalent factor being a non-resident father [52]. Criminality increases with
the number of these components in the family [52]. Basto-Pereira and Farrington [49]
identify that extended family, along with other factors, can predict the criminal behaviors
of the “serious and persistent versatile” group, characterized mainly by committing violent
and, to a lesser extent, minor crimes. Finally, Whitten et al. [44] indicate that this risk
element, along with high audacity, predicts chronic criminal behaviors.



Children 2024, 11,974

8 of 14

The authors report a set of situations related to family adversity (see Figure 3). Hav-
ing a convicted father influences the appearance of chronic persistent delinquency [44].
Similarly, Han and Park [51] indicate that substance use by caregivers is a risk component
related to early alcohol and drug use in children.

Family violence and spousal violence are significant factors. Herrera and Stuewig [42]
indicate that both are related to delinquency in adolescence, as minors are socialized to
imitate behaviors that transgress social limits. Low maternal education (less than nine
years of completed schooling) [52], child maltreatment as corporal punishment [57,58],
severe or authoritarian parenting, and discipline [58] are predictors of delinquency from
childhood to adolescence. Farrington [58] also mentions that caregiver neglect, understood
as low parental involvement in their children’s education, is an indicator for persistent
delinquency. Similarly, Whitten et al. [44] indicate that low supervision over children’s
whereabouts and actions predicts longer criminal careers. Martins et al. [59] report that low
stimulation in children under four correlates with the manifestation of violent crimes.

Regarding sexual abuse, Rosa et al. [48] link childhood sexual abuse to the early onset
of sexual delinquency.

Regarding caregiver characteristics, Solomon et al. [52] and Basto-Pereira and Farring-
ton [46] identify young mothers as a risk component, predicting minor crimes.
Martins et al. [59] indicate that mothers with mental disorders influence the appearance of
violent crimes.

3.2.4. Family Protective Factors

Family protective factors include caregiver characteristics, such as the older age of the
mother; family composition, which refers to reduced family sizes; and available parenting,
which points to high parental interest in education. Craig et al. [54] indicate that these
elements are associated with a lower prevalence of committing crimes between the ages
of 10 and 56. Reduced family sizes and/or older parents significantly reduce criminal
behaviors [54].

3.2.5. Peers/Schooling Risk Factors

Regarding schooling, studies such as Koegl et al. [53] indicate that low academic
performance is related to future antisocial behavior. Similarly, Basto-Pereira and Farring-
ton [49] identify low academic achievement as a predictor. Whitten et al. [44] also highlight
low performance and interrupted schooling trajectories, which are linked to chronic delin-
quency characterized by shorter criminal careers but with a higher number of crimes and
convictions. Additionally, youths who repeated grades three times and/or dropped out of
school were twice as likely to commit violent crimes [59]. School absenteeism in women
also constitutes a risk factor [45].

Educational environments with high crime rates and the development of links with
delinquent peers are mentioned [51], representing a short-term risk for criminal behavior.

Peer risk factors include negative interpersonal relationships—for example, gang
membership is linked to delinquent trajectories in incarcerated youth [60] and women in
juvenile residences with SVC delinquency [41].

3.2.6. Peers/Schooling Protective Factors

Regarding schooling, completing education, even with grade repetition, serves as
a protective element by preventing the development of violent and nonviolent criminal
careers [59], predominantly in males [54]. School activities are also protective against
substance use in children [51].

Peer protective factors include positive interpersonal relationships, such as low peer
relationships [54]. A positive relationship between teacher and child is also significant, al-
lowing for the development of positive affection and the construction of healthy interactions
with peers [57].
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3.2.7. Community Risk Factors

Community risk factors include social exclusion, comprising three aspects (see Figure 3):
exclusion from the labor market for both parents [52], belonging to marginalized neighbor-
hoods, and minorities that may be racial, ethnic, or gender-based [40].

Regarding institutional governance, authors such as Yang et al. [60] and Valdivia-
Devia et al. [61] indicate that attending residences reduces the possibility of experiencing
positive turning points. Finally, low economic income, defined as situations where none of
the child’s parents or caregivers receive a work income [52].

3.2.8. Community Protective Factors

Community protective factors including high economic income, which includes the
mother’s inclusion in the labor market, is another protective factor [54].

Children exposed to higher risk factors who do not engage in delinquency tend to
have few friends. In terms of governance and institutionalization, early multicomponent
intervention programs [18] promote prosocial behaviors and prevent problematic behaviors.
Finally, Craig et al. [54] identify a low school crime rate as a protective factor.

The last specific objective raises the need to identify factors before the age of 7. Few
studies have been found, with the following being noted: antisocial behaviors, physi-
cal aggression, noncompliance with rules, low child responsiveness, high hyperactivity,
and impulsiveness.

4. Discussion

This study aimed to analyze existing empirical studies on psychosocial factors in
the field of developmental criminology, such as risk and protective factors related to
crime in children, incorporating an ecological perspective. As a result of the review,
24 updated articles were identified. The factors in each of the reviewed texts are categorized
into different levels: individual, interpersonal, and contextual. These are visualized in
Figures 2 and 3.

The review shows that crime in childhood is a complex phenomenon, influenced by
several factors throughout the life cycle [13]. Developmental criminology studies highlight
this complexity by providing a longitudinal view of various areas of child development,
allowing individual, relational, and contextual aspects to be considered to understand
criminal behavior. From this perspective, children who exhibit delinquent behavior in
childhood or adolescence are more likely to engage in delinquency in adulthood [29],
making childhood an opportune time to intervene.

Risk factors usually act early, and some disruptive behaviors manifest before the age
of seven, such as antisocial behavior, physical aggression, noncompliance with rules, low
child responsiveness, high hyperactivity, and impulsivity [43,44,53,61]. Various studies
highlight childhood and its care context as critical points for the possible development of
criminal behavior in adolescence and /or adulthood [62-67].

Proposing interventions involves establishing conducive care and attention environ-
ments for children that promptly and adequately address behavioral problems in childhood.
However, the child’s context is socially conditioned by a culture that does not emphasize
care [68]. Given that young people who exhibit criminal behavior often come from vul-
nerable contexts and experience childhood victimization, it is understood that the cycle of
violence does not occur in a vacuum [69-72].

A systematic analysis of the updated literature reveals a dynamic link between several
factors identified in the development of criminal behavior. At the community level, risk
factors such as labor market exclusion and low income indicate material deprivation and
vulnerability [52]. This is connected to the family level, where parental crime [44] and
family violence are primary elements within a context of vulnerability. However, this
vulnerability is not static, reflecting the possibility of intervention and prevention through
economic, labor, and social opportunities that promote contexts of early development and
inclusion for children and their families.
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Schooling constitutes both a protective and risk factor at individual and community
levels. Situations of schooling at the individual level, such as repeating grades [59] and
high school crime rates at the community level, relate to developing delinquent behaviors
in children [51]. However, schooling can be a significant protective factor when individuals
participate in school activities [57] and when there is a low school crime rate [54], as well as
when children form meaningful bonds with their teachers. This reflects the importance of
strengthening the individual educational experience from an early age while also promoting
communication and inclusion of families in the school community.

From this perspective, protective and risk factors at different levels are dynamic
conditions in the life history that can become more complex or resolved. To prevent early
antisocial behaviors, it is essential to observe the available evidence, generate research
from an evolutionary and systemic approach, and consider the experiences, learnings,
and contexts in which children develop. It is also crucial for justice actors to prevent
actions reported in the literature that could result in victimization and risk factors, such
as institutionalization as a protection measure. Its application should be exceptional and
not preferred, as living in residences or foster homes constitutes a significant risk factor for
chronic crimes despite exposure to other risk factors [60].

The literature indicates that an important protective factor is working from early
childhood to promote prosocial actions through activities that include the entire family
unit. Parenting styles significantly influence the socio-emotional and moral development
of children and, consequently, the behaviors they will exhibit throughout their lives [33,51].
Intervention and prevention strategies should focus on reducing risk and promoting factors
that promote resilience. We believe that an appropriate strategy that is consistent with
developmental criminology and evidence is a multisystemic intervention since factors are
observed at different levels related to each other and change over time [47].

Although preventive efforts focus on adolescence, they could be more effective if it
is recognized that the complexity of crime has its roots in childhood [73] and that it is
crucial to address children’s adverse experiences in their early stages, as they are related
to criminal behavior at later stages of development [74]. This is consistent with Bonta
and Andrews [27], who emphasize understanding criminal behavior as the result of a
series of factors that require attention and that influence the cost-benefit evaluation that
people make when starting and maintaining crime. In the case of childhood, decision-
making has its limitations due to the characteristics of children’s development and their
life contexts, which possibly has a greater influence in the early stages of development due
to its relationship with learning. Unlike the eight risk/need factors, this study, by focusing
on childhood, allows us to observe other recent elements of importance for children: the
presence of adverse childhood experiences, the early appearance of behavioral problems in
close environments, and cognitive and affective difficulties. Substance consumption is not
yet relevant at this stage; even so, it is logical to think that as children begin and maintain
transgressive behaviors, substance consumption can begin constituting a risk factor.

According to the characterization of the articles, there is a lack of research on this
approach in Latin America [59]. It is necessary to investigate the nuances for Latin America,
considering that studies carried out on adolescents in Brazil [59] and Chile establish a more
active role of family risk factors than in Anglo-Saxon studies [75-77]. Furthermore, the
samples focus mainly on men, although social factors may act differently in girls and boys;
this requires further studies [41,42].

Focusing on childhood when studying crime from a complex or integrative and
multilevel perspective is essential. Addressing it requires evidence-based actions and a
collective commitment from various institutions and social actors to build a society that
cares for and respects the rights of children and their families. This study makes it clear
that family, school, justice, and health systems should work collaboratively with children
and their families when some of the individual, relational, and contextual factors occur,
implementing strategies with families to support them socially, if required, so that it is
possible to exercise their care functions, without neglecting structural aspects such as
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poverty, prejudice, stigmatization of minority social groups, neighborhood conditions, and
the relationship that families and children build with justice actors.

The results allow us to reflect on the relevance of legislative proposals that aim to
reduce the age of criminal responsibility of children in an attempt to prevent criminal
behavior; evidence suggests that increasing the severity of penalties is not an effective
method to prevent crimes, and if the crime rate committed by adolescents increases, the
severity of sanctions will also increase, causing a downward spiral phenomenon. Studies
have shown that incentives can work better than punitive measures. Therefore, timely
detection of risk factors that facilitate children’s criminal behavior is essential for effective
prevention [41]. Solutions to juvenile delinquency should focus on promoting research to
deepen the understanding of this phenomenon and implementing preventive mechanisms
based on such research findings, rather than toughening sanctions.

This systematic review covers studies from a limited time period, reviewing only
articles from 2017 to 2023, consideredupdated evidence in the population of children
involved in criminal behavior. However, this may leave out relevant evidence prior to
2017. Additionally, certain languages are included in this review, excluding studies that do
not meet the inclusion criteria. This is a limitation of our study because research in other
languages and other age groups, older than 12 years, may be left out of this review. Future
systematic review studies could address gender differences, articles from previous years,
and incorporating other languages and theoretical perspectives.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization, D.Z.; methodology, D.Z.; validation, D.Z, M.C.,E.C.,C.G,,
I.G. and C.M,; formal analysis, D.Z. and F.C.; investigation, D.Z., EC.,, M.C,, E.C,, C.G,, LG. and C.M,;
writing—original draft preparation, D.Z., EC., M.C,, E.C,, C.G,, L.G. and C.M.; writing—review and
editing, D.Z. and E.C. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research was funded by the Agencia Nacional de Investigacién y Desarrollo (ANID) of
the Chilean government, FONDECYT Project N° 11240951 “factores criminolégicos y victimolégicos
vinculados al comportamiento delictivo en la infancia y su relacién con las practicas del tribunal
de familia”, with director Daniela Zafiiga Silva; and by FONDECYT Project N° 1221075 “Estudio
histérico-juridico sobre la ejecucién de las pensiones de alimentos para nifios, nifias y adolescentes,
de cara a su adecuada compresion, aplicacion y reforma en la justicia de familia chilena”, director
Francesco Carretta Mufioz.

Institutional Review Board Statement: Not applicable.
Informed Consent Statement: Not applicable.
Data Availability Statement: All data are included in the article or in the tables.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

References

1.  Dela Pefia, M.; Gomez, J. Agresion y conducta antisocial en la adolescencia: Una integraciéon conceptual. Psicopatologia Clinica
Leg. Y Forense 2006, 6, 9-24.

2. Milano, W. Entre la psicologia criminal, la psicologia forense y la psicologia penitenciaria. Cienc. Digit. 2019, 3, 23-39. [CrossRef]

3. Verde, M.; Roca, D. Psicologia Criminal; Canizal, A., Bazaco, E., Eds.; Pearson Prentice Hall: Madrid, Spain, 2006; ISBN 978-84-
8322-306-2.

4. Vazquez, C. Delincuencia Juvenil. Consideraciones Penales y Criminologias; Colex: Madrid, Spain, 2003.

5. Carreén, W. Criminologia del Desarrollo: Estudio del Desarrollo en la Formacion de la Conducta Criminal. Ratio Juris UNAULA
2023, 18, 3-22. [CrossRef]

6.  McGee, T.; Farrington, D. Developmental and Life-Course Explanations of Offending. Psychol. Crime Law 2018, 25, 609-625.
[CrossRef]

7. Farrington, D.; Ttofi, M.; Piquero, A. Risk, promotive, and protective factors in youth offending: Results from the Cambridge
study in delinquent development. J. Crim. Justice 2016, 45, 63—70. [CrossRef]

8. Loeber, R.; Farrington, D.; Waschbusch, D. Serious and Violent Juvenile Offenders: Risk Factors and Successful Interventions; Loeber, R.,
Farrington, D., Eds.; Thousand Oaks: Washington, DC, USA, 1998; pp. 313-345, ISBN 978-14-5224-374-0.

9.  Moffitt, T. Adolescence limited and life-course-persistent antisocial behavior: A developmental taxonomy. Psychol. Rev. 1993, 100,

674-701. [CrossRef] [PubMed]


https://doi.org/10.33262/cienciadigital.v3i1.1.357
https://doi.org/10.24142/raju.v18n36a5
https://doi.org/10.1080/1068316X.2018.1560446
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2016.02.014
https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-295X.100.4.674
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/8255953

Children 2024, 11, 974 12 of 14

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.
38.

Farrington, D. The School Years: Current Issues in the Socialization of Young People Chapter 6: Juvenile Delinquency, 2nd ed.; Coleman,
J., Ed.; Routledge: London, UK, 1992; pp. 123-163, ISBN 9780415061704.

Farrington, D. Criminal career research in the United Kingdom. Br. J. Criminol. 1992, 32, 521-536. [CrossRef]

Le Blanc, M.; Trudeau Le Blanc, P. La Réadaptation de 1’Adolescent Antisocial: Un Programme Cognitivo-Emotivo-
Comportemental. Presses de 1'Université de Montréal: Montreal, QC, Canada, 2014; ISBN 9782760633537

Farrington, D.; Kazemian, L.; Piquero, A. The Oxford Handbook of Developmental and Life-Course Criminology; Oxford University
Press: Oxford, UK, 2019; ISBN 9780190201388.

Sampson, R.; Laub, J. Life-Course and Developmental Criminology: Looking back, moving forward. ASC Division of Develop-
mental and Life-Course Criminology inaugural David P. Farrington lecture, 2017. J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2020, 6, 158-171.
[CrossRef]

McAra, L.; McVie, S. Developmental and Life-Course Criminology: Innovations, Impacts, and Applications, 6th ed; Liebling, A., Maruna,
S.,McAra, L., Eds.; Oxford University Press: Oxford, UK, 2017; ISBN 9780190201371.

McGee, T.; Farrington, D. Handbook of Criminological Theory; Piquero, A., Ed.; Wiley-Blackwell: Chinchester, UK, 2016; pp. 336-354,
ISBN 978-0190201371.

Farrington, D. Integrated Developmental and Life-Course Theories of Offending: Advances in Criminological Theory; Farrington, D., Ed.;
Transaction Publisher: New York, NY, USA, 2005; Volume 4, pp. 73-92, ISBN 9871412807999.

Catalano, R.; Hawkins, J.; Kosterman, R.; Bailey, J.; Oesterle, S.; Cambron, C.; Farrington, D. Applying the social development
model in middle childhood to promote healthy development: Effects from primary school through the 30s and across generations.
J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2021, 7, 66-86. [CrossRef]

Moffitt, T. Life-course persistent versus adolescence limited antisocial behavior. In Developmental Psychopathology; Cicchetti, D.,
Cohen, D., Eds.; Wiley: Hoboken, NJ, USA, 2006; pp. 570-598. [CrossRef]

Sampson, R.; Laub, J. Desistance from crime over the life course. In Handbook of the Life Course; Springer: Boston, MA, USA, 2003;
pp. 295-309. [CrossRef]

Wikstrom, P; Treiber, K. What drives persistent offending? The neglected and unexplored role of the social environment. In The
Development of Persistent Criminality; Savage, J., Ed.; Oxford University Press: Oxford, UK, 2009; pp. 389-420, ISBN 9780190295004.
Wikstrom, P; Treiber, K. The Dynamics of Change: Criminogenic Interactions and Life-Course Patterns in Crime. In The Oxford
Handbook of Developmental and Life-Course Criminology; Farrington, D., Kazemian, L., Piquero, A., Eds.; Oxford University Press:
Oxford, UK, 2019; pp. 272-294.

Thornberry, T.; Krohn, M. Applying Interactional Theory to the explanation of continuity and change in antisocial behaviour. In
Integrated Developmental and Life-Course Theories of Offending; Farrington, D., Ed.; Transaction Publishers: Piscataway, NJ, USA,
2005; pp. 183-209.

Thornberry, T.; Krohn, M. Interactional Theory. In The Oxford Handbook of Developmental and Life-Course Criminology; Farrington,
D., Kazemian, L., Piquero, A., Eds.; Oxford University Press: Oxford, UK, 2019; pp. 248-271.

Vésquez, C. Prediccién y prevencion de la delincuencia juvenil segun las teorias del desarrollo social (social development
theories). Rev. Derecho 2003, 14, 135-158.

Requena, L. Principios Generales de Criminologia del Desarrollo y las Carreras Criminales; JM Bosch: Cataluna, Spain, 2014; pp. 11-104.
Bonta, J.; Andrews, D.A. The Psychology of Criminal Conduct; Routledge: New York, NY, USA, 2016.

Faas, A.E. Psicologia del Desarrollo de la Nifiez; Editorial Brujas: Cérdoba, Argentina, 2018; pp. 13-417.

Farrington, D. The Development of Offending and Antisocial Behavior from Childhood: Key Findings from the Cambridge Study
in Delinquent Development. J. Child Psychol Psychiat 1995, 360, 929-964. [CrossRef]

Schneider, F. Measuring the Size and Development of the Shadow Economy. Can the Causes be Found and the Obstacles be
Overcome? In Essays on Economic Psychology; Brandstaitter, H., Giith, W., Eds.; Springer: Berlin/Heidelberg, Germany, 1994;
pp- 193-212.

Tremblay, R. Early development of physical aggression and early risk factors for chronic physical aggression in humans. In
Neuroscience of Aggression; Miczek, K., Meyer-Lindenberg, A.A., Eds.; Springer Publishing: New York, NY, USA, 2014; pp. 315-327.
Molinedo-Quilez, M. Factores de riesgo psicosociales en menores infractores. Rev. Espafiola Sanid. Penit. 2020, 22, 110-118.
Maggi, S.; Zaccaria, V.; Breda, M.; Romani, M.; Aceti, E; Giacchetti, N.; Ardizzone, I.; Sogos, C. A Narrative Review about
Prosocial and Antisocial Behavior in Childhood: The Relationship with Shame and Moral Development. Children 2022, 9, 1556.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Morizot, J. The contribution of temperament and personality traits to criminal and antisocial behavior development and desistance.
In The Development of Criminal and Antisocial Behavior; Morizot, J., Kazemian, L., Eds.; Springer International Publishing: New
York, NY, USA, 2015; pp. 137-165. [CrossRef]

Bronfenbrenner, U. Ecological systems theory. In Six Theories of Child Development: Revised Formulations and Current Issues; Vasta,
R., Ed.; Jessica Kingsley: London, UK, 1992; pp. 187-249.

April, K.; Schrader, S.W.; Walker, T.E.; Francis, R.M.; Glynn, H.; Gordon, D.M. Conceptualizing juvenile justice reform: Integrating
the public health, social ecological, and restorative justice models. Child. Youth Serv. Rev. 2023, 148, 106-887. [CrossRef]
Shelton, L. The Bronfenbrenner Primer: A Guide to Develecology; Routledge: New York, NY, USA, 2018.

Adolf, S. Utilidad y revision de literatura. Rev. Enfermeria 2015, 9, 2-13. [CrossRef]


https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordjournals.bjc.a048255
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-019-00110-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-020-00152-6
https://doi.org/10.1002/9780470939406.ch15
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-0-306-48247-2_14
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7610.1995.tb01342.x
https://doi.org/10.3390/children9101556
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36291492
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-08720-7
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2023.106887
https://doi.org/10.4321/S1988-348X2015000200002

Children 2024, 11, 974 13 of 14

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.

66.

67.

Yepes-Nuriez, J.; Urrutia, G.; Romero-Garcia, M.; Alonso-Fernandez, S. The PRISMA 2020 statement: An updated guideline for
reporting systematic reviews. Rev. Esp. Cardiol. 2021, 74, 790-799. [CrossRef]

Van Hazebroek, B.; Blokland, A.; Wermink, H.; De Keijser, J.; Popma, A.; Van Domburgh, L. Delinquent development among
early-onset offenders: Identifying and characterizing trajectories based on frequency across types of offending. Crim. Justice Behav.
2019, 46, 1542-1565. [CrossRef]

Wolff, K.; Baglivio, M.; Vaughn, M.; DeLisi, M.; Piquero, A. For males only? The search for serious, violent, and chronic female
juvenile offenders. J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2017, 3, 168-195. [CrossRef]

Herrera, V.; Stuewig, ]J. Gender differences in pathways to delinquency: The impact of family relationships and adolescent
depression. J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2017, 3, 221-240. [CrossRef]

Givens, E.; Reid, J. Developmental Trajectories of Physical Aggression and Nonaggressive Rule-Breaking During Late Childhood
and Early Adolescence. Crim. Justice Behav. 2019, 46, 395-414. [CrossRef]

Whitten, T.; McGee, T.; Homel, R.; Farrington, D.; Ttofi, M. Comparing the Criminal Careers and Childhood Risk Factors of
Persistent, Chronic, and Persistent- Chronic Offenders. Aust. N. Z. . Criminol. 2019, 52, 151-173. [CrossRef]

Gushue, K.; Mccuish, E.; Corrado, R. Developmental Offending Patterns: Female Offending Beyond the Reference Category. Crim.
Justice Behav. 2021, 48, 139-156. [CrossRef]

Basto-Pereira, M.; Farrington, D. Lifelong conviction pathways and self-reported offending: Towards a Deeper comprehension of
criminal career development. Br. J. Criminol. 2020, 60, 285-302. [CrossRef]

Fox, B.; Kortright, K.; Gill, L.; Oramas, D.; Moule, R.; Verona, E. Heterogeneity in the Continuity and Change of Early and Adult
Risk factor Profiles of Incarcerated Individuals: A latent Transition Analysis. Youth Violence Juv. Justice 2021, 19, 68-93. [CrossRef]
Rosa, M.; Fox, B.; Jennings, W. Do Developmental and Life-Course Theory Risk Factors Equally Predict Age of Onset Among
Juvenile Sexual and Nonsexual Offenders? Sex. Abus. 2020, 32, 55-78. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Basto-Pereira, M.; Farrington, D. Advancing knowledge about lifelong crime sequences. Br. J. Criminol. 2019, 59, 354-377.
[CrossRef]

Asociacion Americana de Psiquiatria. Manual Diagnéstico y Estadistico de los Trastornos Mentales (DSM-5®), 5th ed.; Asociacién
Americana de Psiquiatria: Arlington, VA, USA; Madrid, Espana, 2014.

Han, S.; Park, Y. Which risk factors plays the most critical role for delinquent behavior? Examining integrated cognitive antisocial
potencial theory. Crime Deling. 2023, 69, 1947-1972. [CrossRef]

Solomon, S.; Savolainen, J.; Mason, W.; Miettunen, J.; January, S.; Jarvelin, M. Does educational marginalization mediate the path
from childhood cumulative risk to criminal offending? J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2017, 3, 326-346. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Koegl, C.; Farrington, D.; Augimeri, L. Predicting Future Criminal Convictions of Children Under Age 12 Using the Early
Assessment Risk Lists. J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2021, 7, 17-40. [CrossRef]

Craig, J.; Piquero, A.; Farrington, D.; Ttofi, M. A little early risk goes a long bad way: Adverse childhood experiences and
life-course offending in the Cambridge study. J. Crim. Justice 2017, 53, 34—45. [CrossRef]

Thornberry, T. Intergenerational Patterns in Offending: Lessons from the Rochester Intergenerational study-ASC Division of
Developmental and Life Course Criminology David P. Farrington Lecture, 2019. J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2020, 6, 381-397.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Capaldi, D.; Wiesner, M.; Kerr, D.; Owen, L.; Tiberio, S. Intergenerational associations in crime for an at-risk sample of US men:
Factors that may mitigate or exacerbate transmission. J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2021, 7, 331-358. [CrossRef]

Neaverson, A.; Murray, A.; Ribeaud, D.; Eisner, M. Disrupting the Link Between Corporal Punishment Exposure and Adolescent
Aggression: The Role of Teacher- child Relationships. J. Youth Adolesc. 2022, 51, 2265-2280. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Farrington, D. Childhood Risk Factors for Criminal Career Duration: Comparisons with Prevalence, Onset, Frequency and
Recidivism. Crim. Behav. Ment. Health 2020, 30, 159-171. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Martins, R.; Gongalves, H.; Blumenberg, C.; Kénsgen, B.; Houvessou, G.; Carone, C.; Murray, J. School performance and young
adult crime in a Brazilian birth cohort. J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2022, 8, 647—668. [CrossRef]

Yang, J.; McCuish, E.; Corrado, R. Is the Foster Care-Crime Relationship a Consequence of Exposure? Examining Potential
Moderating Factors. Youth Violence Juv. Justice 2021, 19, 94-112. [CrossRef]

Valdivia-Devia, M.; Oyanedel, J.; Andrés-Pueyo, A. Trayectoria y reincidencia criminal. Rev. Crim. 2018, 60, 251-267.

Andolfi, M. El nifio consultante. Cah. Crit. Ther. Fam. Prat. Réseaux 2001, 2, 99-116.

Barudy, J. Dolor Invisible de la Infancia; Paidés: Barcelona, Spain, 1998.

Ortega, B.; Jimeno, M.V.; Topino, E.; Latorre, ].M. Direct and indirect childhood victimization and their influence on the
development of adolescents antisocial behaviors. Psychol. Trauma Theory Res. Pract. Policy 2023, 16, 72-80. [CrossRef]

Chopin, J.; Fortin, F.; Paquette, S. Childhood victimization and poly-victimization of online sexual offenders: A developmental
psychopathology perspective. Child Abus. Negl. 2022, 129, 105-659. [CrossRef]

Wolff, K.T.; Cuevas, C.; Intravia, J.; Baglivio, M.T.; Epps, N. The effects of neighborhood context on exposure to adverse childhood
experiences (ACE) among adolescents involved in the juvenile justice system: Latent classes and contextual effects. J. Youth
Adolesc. 2018, 47, 2279-2300. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Miley, L.; Fox, B.; Muniz, C.; Perkins, R.; DeLisi, M. Does childhood victimization predict specific adolescent offending? An
analysis of generality versus specificity in the victim-offender overlap. Child Abus. Negl. 2020, 101, 2-12. [CrossRef] [PubMed]


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.recesp.2021.06.016
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854819876306
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-017-0059-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-016-0052-3
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854818803652
https://doi.org/10.1177/0004865818781203
https://doi.org/10.1177/0093854820966729
https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azz037
https://doi.org/10.1177/1541204020939648
https://doi.org/10.1177/1079063218797714
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30191769
https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azy033
https://doi.org/10.1177/00111287221096339
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-017-0062-9
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29435405
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-019-00129-0
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jcrimjus.2017.09.005
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-020-00150-8
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36970047
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-021-00168-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-022-01666-6
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36100731
https://doi.org/10.1002/cbm.2155
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32573036
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-022-00214-x
https://doi.org/10.1177/1541204020939643
https://doi.org/10.1037/tra0001616
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2022.105659
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10964-018-0887-5
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29968064
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.chiabu.2019.104328
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31869698

Children 2024, 11, 974 14 of 14

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

Hein, A. Factores de riesgo y delincuencia juvenil: Revisién de la literatura nacional e internacional. Fund. Paz Ciudad. 2004, 1-21.
Available online: https:/ /pazciudadana.cl/biblioteca/documentos/factores-de-riesgo-y-delincuencia-juvenil-revision-de-la-
literatura-nacional-e-internacional/ (accessed on 7 August 2024).

Berg, M.; Mulford, C. Reappraising and redirecting research on the victim-offender overlap. Trauma Violence Abuse. 2020, 21,
16-30. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Kushner, M.; Botchkovar, E.; Antonaccio, O.; Hughes, L. Exploring vulnerability to deviant coping among victims of crime in two
Post-Soviet cities. Justice Q. 2020, 38, 1182-1209. [CrossRef]

Kushner, M. Betrayal Trauma and Gender: An Examination of the Victim-Offender Overlap. J. Interpers. Violence. 2022, 37,
NP3750-NP3778. [CrossRef]

Da Costa, E.; Fatindes, A.; Nunes, R. The association between victim-offender relationship and the age of children and adolescents
who suffer sexual violence: A cross-sectional study. J. De Pediatr. 2022, 98, 310-315. [CrossRef]

Beckley, A.; Caspi, A.; Arseneault, L.; Barnes, J.; Fisher, H.; Harrington, H.; Moffitt, T. The Developmental Nature of the
Victim-Offender Overlap. J. Dev. Life-Course Criminol. 2017, 4, 24-49. [CrossRef]

Silva, C.; Moreira, P.; Moreira, D.; Rafael, F.; Rodrigues, A.; Leite, A.; Lopes, S.; Moreira, D. Impact of adverse Childhood
Experiences in Young Adults and Adults: A Systematic Literature Review. Pediatr. Rep. 2024, 16, 461-481. [CrossRef]

Alarcon, P; Luco, R.; Chesta, S.; Wenger, L. Examinando factores de riesgo y recursos para la intervencién con adolescentes
infractores. In Psicologia Juridica, Conocimiento y Prictica; Bringas, C., Novo, M., Eds.; Sociedad Espariola de Psicologia Juridica y
Forense: Sevilla, Spain, 2017; pp. 425-442, ISBN 978-84-8408-326-9.

Zambrano, V.; Gemignani, M.; Fernandez-Pacheco, G.; Ergas, L. Resiliencia en adolescentes infractores con trayectorias en los
sistemas chilenos de bienestar infantil y de justicia adolescente. Rev. De Estud. Soc. 2024, 88, 59-78. [CrossRef]

Maldonado, J.; Garrido, A.; Henriquez, S. Trayectorias de vida de jovenes infractores de ley internados y respuesta educativa en
el servicio nacional de menores de Chile. Interciencia 2022, 47, 191-198.

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.


https://pazciudadana.cl/biblioteca/documentos/factores-de-riesgo-y-delincuencia-juvenil-revision-de-la-literatura-nacional-e-internacional/
https://pazciudadana.cl/biblioteca/documentos/factores-de-riesgo-y-delincuencia-juvenil-revision-de-la-literatura-nacional-e-internacional/
https://doi.org/10.1177/1524838017735925
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29334033
https://doi.org/10.1080/07418825.2019.1707855
https://doi.org/10.1177/0886260520951309
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jped.2021.07.001
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40865-017-0068-3
https://doi.org/10.3390/pediatric16020040
https://doi.org/10.7440/res88.2024.04

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Study Selection 
	Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria 

	Results 
	Article Characterization 
	Contents of the Selected Articles 
	Individual Risk Factors 
	Individual Protective Factors 
	Family Risk Factors 
	Family Protective Factors 
	Peers/Schooling Risk Factors 
	Peers/Schooling Protective Factors 
	Community Risk Factors 
	Community Protective Factors 


	Discussion 
	References

