
Supplementary File 1. Search strategies used for Ovid Medline, Embase, CINAHL, and 
Cochrane Central.  
 
Ovid MEDLINE(R) ALL Search Strategy 
1 copd.ti,ab. 
2 chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.ti,ab. 
3 chronic obstructive lung disease.ti,ab. 
4 chronic obstructive airway? disease.ti,ab. 
5 coad.ti,ab. 
6 chronic respiratory disorder$.ti,ab. 
7 chronic airflow obstruction.ti,ab. 
8 smoking-related lung disease$.ti,ab. 
9 exp Bronchitis, Chronic/ 
10 exp Pulmonary Disease, Chronic Obstructive/ 
11 chronic bronchitis.ti,ab. 
12 emphysema.ti,ab. 
13 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 
14 carrier state.ti,ab. 
15 exp Asymptomatic Infections/ 
16 asymptomatic infection$.ti,ab. 
17 bacterial coloni*.ti,ab. 
18 bacterial flora.ti,ab. 
19 microflora.ti,ab. 
20 exp Carrier State/ 
21 coloni*.ti,ab. 
22 14 or 15 or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 
23 13 and 22 
24 limit 23 to humans 
Total results: 868 
 
 
  



Embase Search Strategy 
1 copd.ti,ab. 
2 exp chronic obstructive lung disease/ 
3 chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.ti,ab. 
4 Chronic obstructive lung disease.ti,ab. 
5 Chronic obstructive airway$ disease.ti,ab. 
6 coad.ti,ab. 
7 chronic respiratory disorder$.ti,ab. 
8 chronic airflow obstruction.ti,ab. 
9 smoking-related lung disease$.ti,ab. 
10 exp chronic bronchitis/ 
11 chronic bronchitis.ti,ab. 
12 emphysema.ti,ab. 
13 exp cigarette smoke-induced emphysema/ or exp emphysema/ or exp lung 

emphysema/ 
14 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 or 7 or 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 
15 carrier state.ti,ab. 
16 exp asymptomatic infection/ 
17 asymptomatic infection$.ti,ab. 
18 exp bacterial colonization/ 
19 coloni*.ti,ab. 
20 exp bacterial flora/ 
21 microflora.ti,ab. 
22 flora.ti,ab. 
23 exp microflora/ 
24 15 or 16 or 17 or 18 or 19 or 20 or 21 or 22 or 23 
25 14 and 24 
26 limit 25 to human 
Total results: 3,251 
 
 
  



CINAHL Search Strategy 
Total results: 316 
S25 S15 AND S24 
S24 S16 OR S17 OR S18 OR S19 OR S20 OR S21 OR S22 OR S23 
S23 microflora 
S22 flora 
S21 coloni* 
S20 bacterial coloni#ation 
S19 (MM "Bacterial Colonization") 
S18 asymptomatic infection 
S17 carrier state 
S16 (MM "Carrier State") 
S15 S1 OR S2 OR S3 OR S4 OR S5 OR S6 OR S7 OR S8 OR S9 OR S10 OR S11 OR 
S12 OR S13 OR S14 
S14 emphysema 
S13 (MM "Emphysema+") 
S12 chronic bronchitis 
S11 (MM "Bronchitis, Chronic") 
S10 smoking#related lung disease 
S9 chronic airflow obstruction 
S8 chronic respiratory disorder* 
S7 copd 
S6 chronic obstructive airway* disease 
S5 chronic obstructive lung disease 
S4 chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
S3 copd 
S2 (MM "Lung Diseases, Obstructive+") 
S1 (MM "Pulmonary Disease, Chronic Obstructive+") 
 
 
  



Cochrane CENTRAL Search Strategy 
#1 MeSH descriptor: [Pulmonary Disease, Chronic Obstructive] explode all trees 
#2 (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease):ti,ab 
#3 (copd):ti,ab 
#4 (chronic obstructive lung disease):ti,ab 
#5 (chronic obstructive airway? disease):ti,ab 
#6 (coad):ti,ab 
#7 (chronic respiratory disorder):ti,ab 
#8 (chronic airflow obstruction):ti,ab 
#9 (smoking?related lung disease):ti,ab 
#10 MeSH descriptor: [Bronchitis, Chronic] explode all trees 
#11 (chronic bronchitis):ti,ab 
#12 MeSH descriptor: [Emphysema] explode all trees 
#13 (emphysema):ti,ab 
#14 #1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5 or #6 or #7 or #8 or #9 or #10 or #11 or #12 or #13 
#15 MeSH descriptor: [Carrier State] explode all trees 
#16 (carrier state):ti,ab 
#17 MeSH descriptor: [Asymptomatic Infections] explode all trees 
#18 (asymptomatic infection):ti,ab 
#19 (coloni?ation):ti,ab 
#20 (coloni*):ti,ab 
#21 MeSH descriptor: [Microbiota] explode all trees 
#22 (flora):ti,ab 
#23 (microflora):ti,ab 
#24 #15 or #16 or #17 or #18 or #19 or #20 or #21 or #22 or #23 
#25 #14 and #24 
Total results: 133 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Supplementary Figure S1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure S1. Risk of bias table summarising result from the Joanna Briggs Institute tool for 
assessing prevalence studies.  


