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Abstract: We first consider a second order coupled differential system with nonlinearities involved
two unknown functions and their derivatives, subject to a new kinds of multi-point and multi-strip
boundary value conditions. Since the coupled system contains two dependent variables and their
derivatives, the classical method of upper and lower solutions on longer applies. So we adjust and
redefine the forms of upper and lower solutions, to establish the existence results. Secondly, we study
a Caputo fractional order coupled differential system with discrete multi-point and integral multi-strip
boundary value conditions which are very popular recently, and can accurately describe a lot of
practical dynamical phenomena, such as control theory, biological system, electroanalytical chemistry
and so on. In this part the existence and uniqueness results are achieved via the Leray-Schauder’s
alternative and the Banach’s contraction principle. Finally, an example is presented to illustrate the
main results.

Keywords: coupled system; multi-point and multi-strip; lower and upper solutions; fractional order;
the fixed point theorems

1. Introduction

In this paper, we study the existence results to a coupled systems of nonlinear differential
equations with multi-point and multi-strip boundary conditions. In the first part, we consider the
following second-order coupled differential system

u () + f(tu(t),o(t),u'(t),o'(t) =0, te (0,1 W
o' (t) + g(tu(t),o(t),u'(t),'(t)) =0, te(0,1),
equipped with the following boundary value conditions
UL UL Gl
n(0) = Y- pmin(n) = YA [ u(s)ds
i=1 i=1
d UL i
u(1) + Yo man(d) = Yo [ u(s)ds,
i=1 i=1 70 2
e " 8 @)
0(0) = Y. pao(0a) = ) A [ 0(s)ds
i=1 i=1
UL I 12i
o(1) + ) 7ov(y) = Z‘Szi/O o(s)ds,
i=1 i=1
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where 0 < 0j;, Cji, 9ji, ;i < 1, pji, Aji and §;; are nonnegative constants, 7;; is negative constant,
fori=1,2,...,m,j=1,2, f,¢:1[0,1] x R* = R are continuous. We come to the results by applying
the method of upper and lower solutions.

Coupled differential systems are one of the most potential fields since a variety of extensive
application in the real word such as physics, chemistry, aerodynamics, rheology, viscoelasticity and so
on. For some recent research achievement, readers are referred to a series of books and papers [1-12].

It is generally known that the method of upper and lower solutions is a classical and powerful
mechanism that offers existence criterion conditions, for instance, see References [13-22].

In Reference [13], by using the method of upper and lower solutions, authors established an
existence results of solutions to a second order coupled differential systems integral boundary value
problems in which the nonlinear terms of the system are only related to the unknown functions. Further,
in Reference [14], by the same way, authors also studied an existence criterion to a fractional differential
equations in which the nonlinear terms depends on unknown functions and its lower derivatives.
However, the model in Reference [14] is only a fractional differential equation, not a coupled differential
system. Compared with the existing literature [15-17], it is not difficult to find that by using the upper
and lower solution method to prove the existence results, the left boundary conditions of boundary
value problems discussed are usually equal to zero, which makes straightforward to prove that the
solution of the auxiliary truncation function is just between the upper and lower solutions.

In this paper, problem (1) is not only a coupled system with two differential equations in which
nonlinear functions depends on all the lower derivative functions, but also boundary conditions (2)
is bilateral symmetric, which are nonlocal multi-point and multi-strip boundary conditions. For this
reason, problem (1) and (2) is more extensive, meanwhile it leads to more details and difficulties in the
proof, which also reflects the value of our conclusion. Accordingly, we will devote our efforts to seek
suitable definitions of upper and lower solutions to problem (1) and (2), to establish the criterion of the
existence results by the virtue of the Schauder fixed point theorem.

In the second part, we extend our model to the fractional case by considering the following
coupled system

{CDS‘Lu(t) £t u(t), o(8), DY u(t), DI o) =0, e (0,1), o
0

DY o(t) + g(t,u(t),v(t), Dy, u(t), D o(t)) =

with the multi-point fractional derivatives and multi-strip fractional integral boundary conditions

=
©
|

Il
—

1 DY u(617) = Z Al u(Ey),

=
=

+
hgE

iDL u(®;) = Z Suilf u (i),

(o]
©
\
1z L

4)
12 DI 0(0) = Z MoiI§2 0(22:),

(o]

=

_I_
M1

MS [N

12D o(02) = ) b2l 0(12:),

Il
—
Il
—

where 0 < 0;, Cji, 0ji, 17;i < 1, pji, Aji, vji and §j; are nonnegative constants, fori =1,2,...,m,j=1,2.
CDSQF, CDgfl and CDng are the Caputo fractional derivatives of order 1 < a; <2,0 < ¢q; <a; —1,p; > 0,
i=1,2 f,¢:[0,1] x R* - R are continuous.

Fractional order differential systems have been shown to be more realistic and accurate than
integer order differential systems [23-33]. Especially, coupled systems of fractional differential
equations appear often in investigations connected with anomalous diffusion [27], ecological
models [28] and disease models [29-31]. Driven by the wide range of the applications, it is essential

to theoretically establish the existence results of solutions. Recently, in Reference [32], Ahmad
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and Ntouyas considered a coupled system of Hadamard type fractional equations. The authors
of Reference [33] studied the existence and uniqueness of solutions to a coupled system of nonlinear
fractional differential equations with fractional integral conditions.

In Reference [34], authors considered the existence and uniqueness conclusions to the coupled
Riemann-Liouville’s fractional order differential systems:

{Dé‘iu(t) + b u(t), o) =
D2 o(t) + fo(t, u(t),o(t)) =

with the multi-point and multi-strip integral boundary conditions:

m—2

1(0) = 1/(0) = 0, u<1):f/; o(s)dAi(s +va¢71

2(0) = '(0) = 0, 0(1)22/ u(s)dA; (s +):bua,

i=175i i=

where 2 < a < 3,D%,and o, k =1,2;0 < ; < 17; < 1, A;(s) is an nondecreasing function of bounded
variationin [0,1],i =1,2,...,m,0<0; < 1,b; >0,i=1,2,...,m — 2.

Compared to [34], the couple differential system (3) and (4) is concerned with the Caputo fractional
order derivative definition. The equations in (3) are coupled and depend on the two unknown functions
and their lower derivatives, the boundary conditions (4) possess the nonlocal form of left and right
equilibrium which are different from [34]. Because of the complexity of the form of the problem
(3) and (4), we have encountered a lot of resistance in calculating the related Green’s functions and
discussing their properties. In this part, the existence results are obtained by applying Leray-Schauder’s
alternative, while the uniqueness of solution is established via Banach’s contraction principle.

The structure of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we give some necessary
definitions and preliminaries, which are used to prove the existence results to the integer order
coupled differential system via the upper and lower solutions method. In Section 3, we establish the
existence and uniqueness results of solutions to the fractional order coupled differential system via the
Leray-Schauder’s alternative, and the Banach’s contraction principle. In this section, we illustrate an
example to demonstrate the main results. In Section 4, conclusions of this work are outlined.

2. A Coupled System of Second-Order Differential Equations

In this section, we consider the existence results of solutions to second-order differential system
(1) with multi-point and multi-strip boundary conditions (2). We present here the definitions of upper
and lower solutions and Nagumo conditions that will be used to prove our main results.

Definition 1. Functions («(t), p(t)), (B(t),q(t)) are called lower solutions and upper solutions of boundary
value problem (1.1) and (1.2) if a(t), p(t), B(t) and q(t) satisfied:

(1) for t € [0,1], a(t) < B(t), p(t) <4q(t);
(2) fort € [0,1], a(t), B(t), p(t) and q(t) satisfied

&' (8) + f(t,a(t), p(t), & (), —Mp) > 0
- i#lﬂx(@n 2/\11 /élla (s)ds,

i
+Z'}’11 (011) <2511/1“5 s,

©)
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B (t) + f(t,B(t),q(t), B'(t), M2) <0,
Gui

p(0) — 1:21 #1iB(01;) > i:Zl/\li A B(s)ds, ©)

B(1) + f;')/liﬁ(ﬂli) > i%’ Omiﬁ(s)d&
p"(t) + g(ta(t), p(t), =My, p'(t)) > 0,

Goi

p(0) — i;#zm(@zi) < » )‘21'/0 p(s)ds, )

i=1

M m 12
p(1) + Y 7aip(82) < Z‘Szi/o p(s)ds,
i=1

q"(t) + g(t, B(t),q(t), My, q' (1)) <0,

L 1 Goi
q(0) — Z; 12iq(02i) > L Azz‘/o q(s)ds, ®)

UL UL 12i
q(1) + Y 712i9(%2i) > 2521‘/0 q(s)ds,
i=1 i=1
where

— / /
M; = max { max B (t‘)|,0n§1ta§x1 o' ()], Ny + 1}, o

— / /
Mz = max { max |p'(+)|, max 4'(+)], Nz + 1}

and

Ny = t) — i t), N, = £ — . £).
1 01;1?%.3() OI%ltlgllX() 2 Orgtagxlq() Oréltlglp() (10)

Definition 2. Functions f and g are called satisfied Nagumo conditions: if f(t,u(t),v(t),u'(t),7'(t)) and
g(t,u(t),o(t),u'(t),9'(t)) are continuous and the following conditions are satisfied:

(1)) < h(lu'(£)])
(1)) < ha([2' (1))

—~~
~ ~
~ ~
= =
—~
~~ ~
~ ~
< o
—~~
~~ ~
~ ~
= =
~ ~
~~ ~
~ ~
<

where h;(s) € C(RT, (0, +00)),i=1,2, and

/M1 * _ds>N /Mz ° _ds>N
— _ds> Ny, —> _ds > No.
N, hi(s) ! N, ha(s) 2

Let us introduce the following hypotheses which are used after:
Hypothesis 1 (H1). f is nondecreasing with respect to the third variable and fifth variable; g is nondecreasing

with respect to the second variable and forth variable.

Hypothesis 2 (H2). Problem (1) and (2) has a pair of lower and upper solutions («(t), p(t)) and (B(t),q(t)),
respectively, with a(t) < B(t) and p(t) < q(t), for t € [0,1].

Hypothesis 3 (H3). f and g satisfy the Nagumo conditions.

m m m m

Hypothesis 4 (H4). pj;, Aj;, 6j; > 0,; < 0 and 121 Hii + 121 Ajigji <1, '21 iimji — '21 vji <1, forj=1,2
i= i= i= i=

andi=1,2,...,m.



Mathematics 2020, 8, 935 5o0f 21

Considering the following modified differential system:

u” () + F(t,u(t),o(t),u'(t),7'(t)) =0, te(0,1), a1
o' (t) + G(tu(t),o(t),u'(t),'(t)) =0, te(0,1),
where
Flt(0), 90,1 0,/()) = £ (0,051, 2(0) — =L
(12)
G (6u(6), o0, (1), /(1)) = g6, (1) 720, 1 0)520) — =28
and
a(t), u(t) <a(t), p(t), o(t) < p(t),
ri(u) = qu(t), a(t) <u(t) <p(t), r2(v) =qo(t), p(t) <o) <q(t),
B(t), u(t) > B(t), q(t), o(t) >q(t),
— M, u’(t) < —M;, — My, Ul(t) < —My,
si(u') = qu'(t), | ()] <My, s2(v) =40(t), (B < My,
My, u’(t) > My, Mo, Z)/(t) > M.

Obviously, functions F and G are bounded.

Theorem 1. If conditions H1-H4 hold, then boundary value problem (11) and (2) has at least one pair of
solutions (u(t),v(t)) such that a(t) < u(t) < B(t) and p(t) < v(t) < q(t), for t € [0,1].

Proof. Since F and G defined by (12) are continuous and bounded, applying the Leray-schauder
fixed point theorem, we can easily obtain that boundary value problem (11) and (2) has at least one
pair of solutions (u(t),v(t)). In what follows we need to show that the solutions (u(t), v(t)) satisfy
a(t) < u(t) < B(t), p(t) < o(t) < q(t) for t € [0,1].

Supposing that u(t) > «a(t) on [0, 1] is not true, then w(t) = u(t) — a(t) has a negative minimum
at some t € [0,1], that is mean, w(ty) = min{u(t) —a(t)| t € [0,1]} < 0.

If tg = 0, then u(0) < «(0). Together (1.2) with the definition of the lower solution, we can get

&1

0

UL i 1 1 i
paiu(61) + 2/\11/ u(s)ds — ) pie(61;) — ZM:‘/O a(s)ds
i=1 i=1 i1

=
—~
o
=
I
=2
—~
(@]
=
Vv
NgE

Il
—_

m

(1) — (@3] + 12 A [ ) — als))s

i=1

>[u(0) — a(0)] ( i Hai + i)\u@li),

I
™=

I
—

which yields that

> 0.

[14(0) — a(0)] [1 - (zy + imu)

From H4, we find that there is a contradiction.
If tg € (0,1), thatis, u(ty) < a(tp). Obviously, we have w” (ty) > 0 and «’(ty) = 0. Meanwhile,
from H1, we notice
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w”(to) :u//(to) . Déll(to)
< — F(to, u(to), v(to), u' (to), v'(to)) + f(to, a(to), p(to), &’ (o), —Ma)
= — f(to, a(to), r2(0(t0)), &' (o), 52 (2" (t0)) ) + u(ty) —r1(u(t))

1+ ‘M(to) -1 (u(to)) ’
+ f(to, a(to), p(to), &' (t0), —M2)
<0,

(13)

which contradicts w’ (ty) > 0. Thus, we know that the minimum point #( satisfying u(t) < a(t) does
not occur on (0,1).
If tp = 1, then u(1) < «(1). From (2), (5) and H4, we can get

u(1) —a(1) 2 - ivliu(ﬂli) + ifsli /W u(s)ds + i’hit’é(ﬁlz 2511 /1711 a(s)ds
=- th u(Br) — a(61)] + Y b /0'71’ u(s) — a(s)]ds

i=1
>[u(1) —a(1)] [Z; O1imi — ‘ifhi] ,

which yields that
m m
[u(1) — a(1)] [1 - ( Y oumi— ) '711')
i=1 i=1

From H4, we find that there is a contradiction.
Consequently, we finally come to the conclusion that a(t) < u(t) for t € [0,1]. Similarly we show

u(t) < B(t), p(t) <o(t) <q(t) fort €10,1]. O

Theorem 2. If HI-H4 hold, then solutions (u(t), v(t)) of boundary value problem (11) and (2) satisfy |u'(t)| <
My and [v'(t)| < My, where My and M, defined by (9).

Proof. Now we show that u/(t) < Mj fort € [0,1].
Suppose that u/(t) < M;j on [0, 1] is not true, then there exists t; € [0,1] such that u/(t;) > M;.
Due to the fact that a(t) < u(t) < B(t), by the mean value theorem, there exists t, € (0, 1) satisfying

u/(fz) = M(l) — M(O) <Ny <M < u’(tl).

Hence there exist [t3,t4] C [0,1] such that u’(t3) = Ny, u/(t4) = M. Further it holds that Ny < /(t) <
My, for t € (t3,t4). From H3, we have

W (5)] = |f(t,u(t),o(t),u' (), ()] < ha(Ju'(B)]), fort € (t3,ta),

which yields that TG < 1. Moreover,

o (0 (1) ()| (1)
. h1<|u'<t>|>””‘ <), ey

t4 / t4 /
g/ lu (t)|dt:/ W (1)t
ts t

=u(ts) —u(ts) < Ni.

However, according Nagumo condition, it is easy to see that
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' (ty)

t
|1, | -
tl)
which is a contradiction. Hence, we have that u/(t) < M; for t € [0,1].
Similarly, we can show u/(t) > —M; and [0/ (t)| < M, for t € [0,1].
O

W) o s
w TG () (t”"/ e > My

Ny

From Theorem 1 and Theorem 2, the solutions of the modified problem (11) and (2) exist and
satisfy a(t) < u(t) < B(t), p(t) < v(t) <q(t), |/ ()] < M; and |0'(t)| < M, in the conditions H1-H4.
That is to say, the solutions of the modified problem (11) and (2) are the solutions of the original
problem (1) and (2).

3. A Coupled System of Fractional Differential Equations

In this section, we consider the existence and uniqueness of solution to the fractional differential
system (3) with multi-point and multi-strip boundary conditions (4). Some definitions and lemmas
are presented here originate from the theory of fractional calculus which will be used for our
main theorems.

Definition 3. ([35]) The Riemann-Liouville fractional integral of order « > 0 of a function f : (0,00) — Riis
given by

B S0 = gy [ (6= 9" F(o)ds

provided the right-hand side is pointwise defined on (0,00), where T () is the Euler gamma function defined by
w) = [yt le~tdt, for a > 0.

Definition 4. ([29]) The Caputo fractional derivative of order & > 0 for a function f : (0,00) — R is given by

CDO+f( n_a /f(n n a— 1ds

where n = [a] + 1 and [«] stands for the largest integer not greater than u.

Lemma 1. Assume that u € C[0,00) with a Caputo fractional derivative of order & > 0 that belongs to
u € C"[0,c0), then
I8 (D u(t)) = u(t) +c1 +cat+ -+ +cut" 1,

forsomec; € R,i=1,2,...,n

Lemma 2. Let «, > 0,f € L'[a,b]. Then 13‘+Io+f( ) = Hﬁf( t) and D I, f(t) = f(t), for all
t € [a,b], wherea,b > 0.

Lemma 3. Let B > a > 0,f € L'[a,b]. Then ‘D, 0+f( ) = Iét'xf(t), forall t € [a,b], where a,b > 0.
In addition, this result is always true if the fractional derivative is Riemann-Liouville one.

Lemma 4. For h(t) € L1(0,1), the solutions of the fractional equation CDg+u(t) +h(t)=0,0<t<Tlare

1
I'(q)

where c1,¢cy, . .., cy are arbitrary real constants.

t
u(t) = — / (t—8)T th(s)ds +cy +cpt +---Fcnt", 0<t<1,
0
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For convenience, we denote

D; __ 1 R - gl 1 1+p;
fl_r(1+pj>i:2f”§f"’Eﬂ Z”’l i (2+p>Z A
"
Djp = I“(l—lirpj) 1; ‘5]'1"1?’ Ep = Z’Yﬂ 8" 7(24#,] Z jill 1+p]/ 9
A]- = (1 + Ejz)(l — Djl) + Ejl (1 — D]-2),
and
pi(t) = Alj[Eﬂ + (1= Di)t], i(t) = ;[—(1 +Ep)+(1-Dp)t], forte 0,1, (15)

where j = 1,2. In what follows, we always assume that 0 < Dj;, E;; < 1, for i,j = 1,2. Obviously, A; >
0, @j(t) > 0, it is easy to get the continuity of ¢;(t) and y;(t), for j = 1,2.

Lemma 5. Let 1 < aj < 2,0 < gq; < waj—1,p; >0, forj= 1,2 For h(t) € L'(0,1), then the
following problem

Dy, w(t) +h(t) =0, te(0,1), (16)
m .
O) - Z ,ujiCDg].;. Z )\jzlpj g]z
-, (17)
1)+ ) 7Dy, w(d 2‘51110+w 7ji)
i=1
has an integral representation
1
w(t) = /O Gi(t,5)h(s)ds + A;()p;(t) + B;(1)@; (1), (18)
where
—(t=8) T+ (H(1—8)%L, 0<s<t<1,
S IO DS <s<t< .
T(w) | gi(t)(1—5)%, 0<t<s<l,

m
+
Ai(n) = Y (wlg)y (o) + Ajily P h(E)
(20)

\_/\/

- —4j +pj
Bi(h) = Y- (vilg) "h(85) — 85l
Proof. According to Lemma 4, (16) can be reduced to the following equivalent integral expression,
, 1 t
w(t) = —15Lh(t) + Co+ Cyt = 583 / (t— )% h(s)ds + Co + Cit, 1)
i) J0

where Cy and C; are arbitrary real constants.
From (17) with (21), it holds that

m .
0) =Cp = Z,ujiCD(c)I; ]z + ZAjllp] éc]z
i=1 (22)
gi
w(l) 710 h( )+C0 +C=- ‘Z;r}/jicDoﬁ_ ]1 + Z Io+ 77]1
i=
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Since Lemmas 2 and 3, we get
9 aj—q; 0
CDO;ZU(t) = _IO{F ]h( ) + C]ﬁ,
K 23)
ij w(t) . _Iaj-‘rpjh(t) iC tPi LC t1+pj
0+ = o+ TA+p)  'T@+p)
According to (21)—-(23), we can get
1 .
Co =+ |En (Iohh(1) + B;(l)) = (1 + Ep)A;(h)],
: (24)
1 0(]'
C1 =+ [(1=Dp) (I h(1) + B(h)) + (1 = D) A;(h) |,
]

where A, is introduced by (14), A;(h), B;(h) are denoted by (20).
Takmg (24) into (21), we obtaln

w(t) = — Iy} h(t) + Co+ Cyt

= Iphh(t) + Al]- [Ej + (1 —Dj)t] Iy, h(1)
+ 2 [En+ (L= D] Bi() + - [~(14 E) + (1— D)f] A(h)

j Aj

— — Iy h(t) + qoj( DI, (1) + (£ Aj(h) + @;(£) B; (k)
_/ s)ds + Aj()pi(t) + Bj () g; (1),

where G;(t,s), ¢;(t) and ¢;(t) are defined by (19) and (15), respectively.
O

Lemma 6. For j = 1,2, the functions G; (t,s) j(h) and Bj(h) admit the following properties:
(1) |Gj(t,5)| < e(s), whereej(s) = (1—5) Y(Aj+Ejp+1-Dp), fort,s € [0,1];

(2) |2G;(t,s)| < ej, wheree; = m( — Dj1 +a;Aj);
(3) |Aj(h)| < Aj(h), |Bj(h)| < Bj(h), for h(t) = 0, where

m
3(h) = Y wily "h(1 +ZA]11“]+p]h ),
i=1

m
Bi(h) = Y 7iilys k(1) + Z(Sﬂlg]fp’h
iz

Proof. (1) For0 <s <t <1, wehave

1G;(t,)| réxj)‘—(t—s)"‘/—l+¢j(t)(1_s)“j—l}
< r(i,-) (=) (1)1 )5 7]
1

~ AT () (1=9)""" [Aj+Ejn+1~Dji] = ¢(s)-
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For0 <t <s <1,wehave

Gj(t,s)] = |(p] )(1—s)4 1
<= ;) (g1 +1) (1 =57
- A]Tl((xj) (1=5)7" [Aj+Ep +1—=Dj] = ¢i(s).
(2) From (19), we have
a;—1 L(t)]
20| < g g M g

= m(“ﬂ“ﬁhr @3 ()])

(3) From (20), for h(t) > 0, we have

+
|< Z‘]’l]ll] qh ]1 +/\]11] p]h(é’ji)

_y — )45 (s)ds I s i1

_z; (r (6 ) ! h< )d * F(DC]‘—I-p]‘) /0 (éﬂ ) it h( )d >
m o Ajj 1 N

Sl; (r 1 s)"i i 1h(s)ds+r(mj’+pj)/0 (1—s)4tP 1h(s)ds)

= ](h)

Similarly, for i(t) > 0, we have

+
| < Z "Y]zl i h 5]11014. P h(ﬂji)’
Tji /7’ a—qi—1 Oji /’7/’ ai+pj—1
= R A O —8)% T h(s)ds — ——L—— - — VY TPiT h(s)ds
i; @ — ) o (i —s) (s) @+ ) b (nji —s) (s)
m .. 1 O 1
Tji / a—qi—1 ji ai+pi—1
< - 1—5)%"1 hsds—i—i/ 1—35)%"Pi""h(s)ds
;(F(%_%) s s + s [0 9 )

Lemma 7. (the Leray-Schauder’s Alternative) Let F : E — E be a completely continuous operator (i.e., a map
that restricted to any bounded set in E is compact). Let

e(F)={x € E:x=AF(x),0< A < 1}.

Then either the set ¢(F) is unbounded, or F has at least one fixed point.
Define the space X = {u(t) | u(t) € C[0,1] and CDS‘ﬁr_lu(t) € C[0,1]} endowed with the norm

Jullx = max u(t)| + max DG u(t)], and ¥ = {o(t) | o(t) € C[0,1] and DG o) € Cl0,1]}
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endowed with the norm ||v|ly = m[ax] lo(t)| + n}ax} |CD32+_1ZJ(£)\. It is easy to see that (X, | - ||x) and
tel0,1 tel0,1

(Y, || - |ly) are Banach spaces. Further, the product space (X x Y, ||(u,v)||xxy) is also a Banach space with the
norm || (u,0) [ xxy = llullx + [[o]ly.
Let T: X XY — X X Y be the operator defined by

T(u,v)(t) = (Ti(u,0)(t), T2(u, 0) (1)), (25)

where

1 -1 1
Ty (u,v)(t) :/0 Gi(t,s)f (s, u(s),v(s), Dyl u(s), Dy "v(s))ds
+ A1 (fs(u,0))91(t) + B (fs(u,0)) 91 (8),
Ta(u0)() = | Galt )55, ), 0(5), D uts), Di ()

+ Ax(gs (1, 0)) 92 () + Ba(gs (4, 0)) 92 (#).

(26)

Lemma8. T: X XY — X X Y is completely continuous.
Proof. The operator T is continuous owing to the continuities of G;(t,s), A1(f), B1(f), A2(g), B2(g),
@j(t), ¥(t), forj=1,2, fand g.

Denote () C X X Y is a bounded set. Hence there is a positive constant L such that

£(t,u(t),0(£), DS u(t), DE2o(1))| < L, for (u,0) € Q.

For convenience, we denote 1151 = max{|¢1(0)], |1(1)|}. For any (u,v) € Q, we get

Ty (u,0)(8)

:‘ ./0.1 Gi(t,s)f (s, u(s),v(s), DGt " u(s), Dy 'o(s))ds + Ay (f) g1 (t) + B (f) g1 (t)

S‘ /01 e1(s)f(s,u(s), v(s), DGL " u(s), DF2 " o(s))ds| + | A1 (f)r(t)] + By (f) i (1)

p1(1) +1

S e + LA (1)1 + LB (1) @1(1),

T3 0,000 = [ 57610,5) 5,05, 0(5), DL (), Dy o(s))ls+ Ar (F)940) + B (1) ()

S‘ /01 e1f (s,u(s),v(s), Dy u(s), Dy o(s))ds| + | A1 (f)p(t)] + [Br(f) @ (1)]
<lz

_ . 1-D _ . 1-D
Lé, +LA1(1)T112 +LBl(1)T1H.

Further, we have

DTy, 0)(0)] < [ U 1 o) ) s
0+ ! —Jo I‘(Z—ocl) !
2 _ - 1—Dyp - 1—Dpy
<—|L LA (1 LBi(1)—————
St (LA LA SR+ L)
_ i (1= Pr 5 1-Dn
<——|L LA{(1 LBi(1)—————
—I’(S—oq)< &1+ LA (1) A, T 1(1) A )
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which implies that

ITi () ()l1x = max (T3 (w,0) (1) + max DG Ti (w,0) (1)

<L LA g+ LB (D ()

1 . 1-Dyp ... 1-Dy
—— | L LA¢(1 LBy(1 .
e (o LA LB )

Therefore, the above inequalities implies that the operator T; is uniformly bounded. In a similar
manner, T5 is also uniformly bounded. Thus, the operator T is uniformly bounded.
Next step, we prove that T is equicontinuous. Let t1,t, € [0, 1] with t; < f,. Then we get

T3 (0,9)(12) = T, o) 02)| = | [ T4, 0) )

< [Tt 0)olas

—D1p
1

_ 1 _ 1-D
< (1 La 522 18 P ) - ),
1

and

D5y T (w,0) (t2) — DG} Ta (u,0) (1)

| [ e s — [ -9 T o) )
<t [t - e - [ -9 T o) )

+r(21a1) fo (t2 =)' 7Ty (u, U)(S)dS—/Ot](h—S)l_“lT{(u,v)(s)ds
<t =9 T o)) s

1 g —&1 -0 /
fa (9 s w0

L 1— Dy, 1- Dy
<e—r— Aq(1 Bi(1
T2 —a) <€1+ 1(1) AL + Bi(1) A

X ( /tz(tz —s)!ds| + /Otl ((t2—s)' 71— (ty —s)' "1 )ds

f )
L I 1-Dyp 5 ,,,1—Dn 2wy 2= 2-a
< A1(l)————=+B{(1)————— 2(ty — LR gy e
STEET <€1+ 1(1) AT 1(1) A (b —t)" M +1; 1

So, we can get

+

1Ty (,0)(2) = Ta(w,0) (1) ||

_ 1—-D _ 1-D
<(re + LA (1) —2 + LB (1) —1L ) (— 1)
M M
L _ . 1— Dy _ 1— D 2 2—w 2—w
_— A(1)————= 4+ B{(1)———— 2(ty — t T pem™ ™
e (@ A ) (=m0 — ),

which implied that || Ty (1, v)(t2) — T1(u,v)(t1)||x — 0 as t, — t;. In a similar way, we can obtain that

| To(u,v)(t2) — To(u,v)(t1)]ly — O as ty — t;. Therefore, the operator T is equicontinuous. Thus T is
completely continuous.

O
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Let us give some assumptions which are used later.

Hypothesis 5 (H5). Suppose that there is real constants pg > 0, 09 > 0, p; > 0and ¢; > 0,1 =1,2,3,4,
such that for t € [0,1] and x; y; € R, we have

|f(t,x1, %2, x3,x4)| < po+ p1|x1| + p2|x2| + p3]x3] + 04| x4l

18t y1,y2,¥3,y4)| < o+ e1lya| + e2ly2| + 03lya| + 04ly4l-

Hypothesis 6 (H6). Suppose that f,g : [0,1] x R* — R are continuous, and there are real constants
ni,mi,i =1,2,3,4, such that for all t € [0,1] and uq,v1 € R, we have

|f(t/ ui, up,us, 1/[4) _f(t/ 01,02, Z)3/’04)|
<niluy —vq| + nplug — va| + nzlug — vs| + nglug — vy,
|g(t, u1, up, us, ug) — g(t,v1,v2,v3,04)|

<mqluy — v1| + maluy — va| + mz|uz — vs| + ma|ug — v4l.

Set
o M +1 & -
Ny T+ 1) + A1(D)yym + B1(1)g1(1)
1 . 1-Dp . ... 1-Dy
+ 1_,<3_“1>(€] +A1(1) Al +B1(1) Al ),
pa(1) +1 )
— o 2 - —
N, T+ 1) + Ao (1)¢hpm + B2 (1) 92(1)
1 . 1-Dy .. . 1-Dy
+ 1_,<3_“2><62+A2(1) Az +B2(1) AZ ),
N3 = max { Ny max{p1, p3} + No max{¢1, 03}, Ny max{p2, 04} + N, max{02, 04} }. (28)
M3 = max { Ny max{ny, n3} + Ny max{my, ms}, Ny max{ny, ng} + Ny max{my, ms}}.  (29)

The following conclusion is based on the Leray-Schauder’s alternative.

Theorem 3. Suppose that H5 is satisfied. In addition, suppose that N3 < 1. Then the boundary value
problem (3) and (4) has at least one solution.

Proof. It will be checked that ¢ = {(u,v) € XxY | (u4,v) =AT(u,v),0 <A <1} is bounded.
Let (u,v) € ¢, then (u,v) = AT(u,v). For t € [0, 1], we obtain

u(t) = ATy (u,0)(t).

From H5, we have
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u(t)] =A|Ty(u,0)(t)]

S’ /01 Gi(t,s)f (s, u(s),v(s), DG~ u(s), Dy "o(s))ds + Ay (f) g1 () + Bi(f) g1 (t)

< /(;1 |Gr(t,5)f(s,u(s),0(s), Dy Mu(s), DY o(s)) |ds + |A1 (f)wr (8)] + |Bi ()i (1))
<(po + p1lu(t)| + p2|o(t)] + p3| DY u(t)| + pal DFZ o (1))
X [/01 e1(s)ds + A1 (1)ym + 5’1(1)(;)1(1)}

1(1) +1

<(po-+ maxpr, pa} [ullx + max{pa,piHlolly) | FCLES A1 (D + B0 (1),

| (£)] =AIT(u, 0)(8)]

S\ /01 %GN*/SV (s,u(s), 0(s), Dy u(s), D v(s))ds + A1 ()i () + By (f)qv’l(t)'

1—-Dqy
A ’

1_D12 —
Bq(1
A + By(1)

<(po +max{py, pa} ullx + max{pz, ps}lo]ly) [ea + A1)
and

DG u(t)| =A 1Dy Ty (u, ) (1))

t o)1
< /O %T{(u,v)(s)ds

<(po +max{py, p3}|ulx +max{pz, p4}v[ly)
1 _ - 1—-D1yp 5 1— Dy
X TG—a) [@1 + A1 (1) AL + Bl(l)Al} :

Hence we have

1(1) +1

[ullx <(po +max{p1, 03 }|ulx +max{pz, p4}[v]ly) [1(6(“1 1) + A1()¢1m

+B(1)(P1(1)+1~(3,im<51+A1(1)1_A?12 +Bl(1)1_A?H)] (30)

=(po + max{p1, p3}[|u|x + max{pz, p4}[|v[ly) Ni.

Similarly, we can get

[vlly <(eo +max{e1, 03}ul[x +max{ez, 04} [v]ly) N2 (31)
Combining (30) with (31), we obtain

[ (1w, 0) |l xxy =lullx + llolly
<(po +max{p1, p3}|ul|x +max{p2, pa}|[v[ly) N1
+ (o +max{o1, 03} [|ullx +max{ez, 04}[|v[ly)Na
<N3([lullx + llolly) + poN1 + @oNa
=N (1, 0)[[xxy + poN1 + 0o N2,
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as a result _ _
PoN1 + 00Nz
1-N3 ’
where Nj, N, and Nj are defined by (27) and (28), which show that the set ¢ is bounded. Therefore,
from Lemma 7, T has at least one fixed point which implies problem (3) and (4) has at least one pair of
solutions.
O

[ (u,0) || xxy <

In what follows, we show the uniqueness result of solutions to problem (3) and (4) based on the
Banach’s contraction principle.

Theorem 4. Suppose that H6 holds. In addition, suppose that M3 < 1. Then problem (3) and (4) has a unique
pair of solutions.

Proof. Define
sup |f(,0,0,0,0)] = Hy < oo,
te[0,1]

sup |¢(¢,0,0,0,0)| = Hp < oo,
te[0,1]

such that B B
- 1— M; '

We show that TB, C B,, where B, = {(u,v) € X x Y : ||(4,0)||xxy < r}.For (u,v) € B,, we have

|T1 (u, 0)(t)]
< max 01 Gi(t,s)[f (s, u(s), 0(s), Dy u(s), Dy 'o(s)) — £(s,0,0,0,0) + £(s,0,0,0,0)]ds

+ A [f(s,u(s),v(s),CDgrlu(s),cDgi_lv(s)) — £(5,0,0,0,0) + £(5,0,0,0,0) |y m

+ By [f(s, u(s), 0(s), Dy~ u(s), DY 'o(s)) — £(5,0,0,0,0) + f(s,0,0,0,0)](pl(l)‘

< (amaxm, sl + max{ny ) ol -+ ) (LS 4 Ay + B (1)),
IT)(,0)(1)|
1
Solgflgxl A %Gl(t,s) [f(s,u(s),v(s),CDS‘Ilu(s),CDS‘flv(s)) — £(5,0,0,0,0) + £(s,0,0,0,0)]ds

+ Aq[f(s,u(s), 0(s), DEL " u(s), DY o(s)) — £(s,0,0,0,0) + £(s,0,0,0,0)] ¢} (t)

+B; [f(s,u(s),v(s),CDg}flu(s),CDgflv(s)) — £(5,0,0,0,0) + £(s,0,0,0,0)] ¢ ()

- 1-D = 1-D
<(max{ny, n3}||u]|x +max{n, ny}|olly + Hi) (é1 + A1) 24 31(1)A1H).
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Moreover, we have

Dy T (u,0) (1)|

< max
0<t<1

t (t—s)lf’xl ,
/o WTl(“/U)(s)ds

1 _ 1-D _ 1-D
< (max{ny, n3}||ul|x + max{ny, ns}||v|y +Hl)r(3_“1)(él + A1(1) Al 12, By (1) A 11).

Hence we have

| T7 (u,0) (1)l x
p1(1) +1

< max{m, s+ max{e na ol + 1) | ( 21154 A (W + B (09 (1))

1  _ 1-Dp . ... 1-Dy
— Aq(1 Bi(1
+r(3—“1)(61+ 1) M B Aq ﬂ
<Njmax{ny,ns}|ul|x + Ny max{ny, ns}||v|ly + N1 Hj.
Similarly, we can get

ITa(u,0) (1)l = max |Ta(ae,0)(1)] + max D Taw0) (1)

SNQ max{ml, H13}||MHX + Nz max{mz, m4}HZJHy + Nsz.
Thus, we have

IT(u,0) (1) || xxy <(Nymax{ny, n3} + Nymax{my, ms})|ul|x
+ (N] max{nz, Tl4} + N;)_ max{mz, m4}) H?)Hy + N1H1 + N’_}_Hz
<Ms]|(u,0)||xxy + N1Hy + N2 Hp.

Consequently, | T (1, 0)(t) .y < .
Now for u, uy € Xand vq,v; € Y, forany ¢ € [0,1], we get

|T1 (u2,02) (t) — Ty (u1,v1)(t)]
1 1 —1 X2 —1
§/O |G1(t,s)||f (s, ua(s), va(s), Dl ua(s), Dyd va(s))

— f(s,u1(s),v1(s), D§L " u (s), DY o1 (s))|ds
+ [A1(f2) = A1(f1)l¢m + |Bi(f2) — Bi(f1)|@a(1)

- - 1 1
Ssren[% (n1luz — ur| + nalvy — o1| + n3| "Dy up — D g | + ”4|CDg+ vy — CDg+ v1])

X [%+A1(1)¢M+Bl(1)(l)1(1) '
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| Ty (12, 02) (£) — Ty (ug,01)(1)|
< [ 21Gi(t,5)1f s, 1als), as), DR ), D (s))
= Jo ot 1\ P H285),0285), Yor 2\3), oy 2

- f(s,u1(S),v1(S),CD8‘Ilu1 (s)fDS‘i‘lm(s)) |ds
+ | A1(f2) = A1(fo) |1 (t) + [Bi(f2) — B1(f1)| 91 (¢)

< max (m|uz — 1] + 2|02 — 1] + 13| DyL " up — DY | + na| DY o2 — DY o]
S

’

further,

-1 -1
DTy (1, 02) () — DY Tl(ul,vl)(t)‘
< max (711|M2 —up| +nglvy —vq| + 713|CD8‘}[1M2 — CDS}[luﬂ + n4|CDgi_102 — CDgi_lvl |)

T s€0,1]
1-Dy
a

1_D12 —
——= 4+ Bq(1
A + By(1)

X 1—'(3i0(1) |:él + A](l)

and consequently we obtain

HT](MZ,'UZ) - T](ul,vl)HX

< max (nlluz — u| + molvy — 01| + 13| DYy — DL | + 14| DY op — DY oy |) N1 (32)
S ,

< [max{nl,ng}”uz — u1||X + max{nz, 1”14}”’02 — "01||y] Ni.

Similarly to the above discussion, we can obtain

| T2 (uz, v2) — To(uq,01) ||y

< max <m1|u2 — 11|+ ma|vy — 01] + ma| DL up — DY | + my DY op — CDgilvﬂ) N, (33)
S ,

< [max{mq, m3}||up — u1 | x + max{my, my}||vy — v1||y] No,
Combing (32) with (33), we can get

1T (uz,02) = T(u1,01) || xxy
< (max{m, n3} Ny +max{my, m3}No)|[uz — 1| x

+ (max{ny, ng} Ny + max{my, my}No)[lva — v1]ly (34)
<M (fluz — uyllx + o2 — v1ly)
=Mj3||(u2 — u1, 02 — v1) || xxY-

Since M3 < 1, the operator T is contractive. By applying the Banach’s contraction principle, T has
a unique fixed point, which is the unique solution of problem (3) and (4). O

Example 1. Consider the following fractional order coupled differential system

{CDéfu(f) + f(t,u(t),o(t), Dg2u(t), Dyfo(t))

= O,
DYS0(t) + g1, u(t) o(t), DEu(e), DYo(t) =0, € (0,1), )



Mathematics 2020, 8, 935 18 of 21

with multi-point and multi-strip boundary conditions

Z ,ulzCD(H-u 911 Z/\1110+M glz)
i=1 i=1
+ Z Y1i D0+u 1911 251110-1-” 7711)
(36)
2 Hoi D0+v 921 Z /\2110+v(§21)
i=1 i=1

+ 2 Y2i D0+v 1921 2 521IO+U 7]21)
i=1 i=

where

f(tu(t),v(t), Dg7u(t), Dyfo(h)

1 1 1 1 1
= t t DY>u(t D —
iy T rrnr W B Dot O+ e B+ 1
g(t,u(t), v(t), DoPu(t), Dy o(t))
L i+ 0(t) + =t DYIu(t) + —DYSu(t) +
8(t+2) 8(t+2)2 8(t+2) 8(t+2)2 Ot 16
1 1 1 1 1
Op=0n=Ap =5 Cnp=np=z3 =g M=M=z
3 5 1 1 1 .
It is easy to see that oy = ay = p1 = p2 = 1.5,q1 = g2 = 0.2 and
‘f(t u,0, D% 1y CD“Z_lv)‘ <1 |u|+ |v|+— D! }+f D21y
7 s Yy 0+ 7 0+ — 12 7
‘g(t,u,v,CDgﬁr_lu,CDgi_lv)‘ < = 16 |u| LTS |v| + — CD"61 u ’—I— 6 D2 v ! ’

Hence, condition (Hs) holds. Further, we have Djl = 0.5016, Djz = 0.1627, E]-l = 0.2831, Ejz = 0.3939
j=1,2and

|f(t/ ui, Uz, uz, M4) _f(t/ Ul/UZI 03, U4)|

<l|u fv|+l|u fv|+ |u fv|+1 -
Sl o+ Sl =0 3031+ 7 4ls

1t
|g(t, uy,up, uz, us) — g(t,v1,02,03,04)|

< el — 1| 4 22 — 02| + 1 lus — 03] + s — .

—16 16 16 16

So condition (Hg) holds.

By simple computation, for j = 1,2, we have A; = 0.9318, ¢;(1) = 0.8387, ;u = 1.4959, ¢; = 1.5307 and

N; = m + Aj()pjm + Bj(1) p;(1)

1 B _ 1—D]‘2 _ 1—D]1
e +A]'(1) A -l—B]‘ 1) A

B .
F(3 — (X]) / j
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Therefore,
Ny max{p1,p3} + Nomax{oy,03} = 07125 < 1,

Ny max{pz, p4} + Np max{o0z, 04} ~ 0.7125 < 1.

By Theorem 3, boundary value problem (35) and (36) has at least one solution. We also have
Ny max{ny, n3} + Ny max{mq, mz} ~ 0.7125 < 1,

Ny max{np, ny} + Np max{my, my} ~ 0.7125 < 1.

By Theorem 4, boundary value problem (35) and (36) has a unique solution.

In Example 1, by applying the Leray-Schauder’s Alternative and Banach’s constraction principle,
we establish the existence and uniqueness conclusions to problem (35) and (36), respectively. It is important to
note that this example is not fixed, it represents a class of models. Both the form of the nonlinear terms in (35)
and the parameters of boundary condition (36) can be adjusted, only satisfied H5 and H6.

4. Conclusions

First of all, subject to the coupled system of second-order differential equations with nonlinearities
depending on two unknown functions as well as their derivatives, by defining the appropriate upper
and lower solutions, combining with Nagumo conditions, the truncation function is constructed
successfully. It is proved that there exists a solution to this truncation system that is just between the
upper and lower solutions, and the derivative of the solution is bounded. It means the solution of the
truncation system is the one of the original problem.

Secondly, we extend the coupled system of second-order differential equations to a coupled system
of Caputo fractional differential equations. To the differential model with wide application background,
the existence and uniqueness results of solutions are investigated by using the Leray-Schauder’s
alternative and the Banach’s contraction principle.

However, to the best of our knowledge, this technique of upper and lower solutions has not been
applied yet to the differential system with mixed fractional order derivative definition, which will be
the direction of our further research.
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