
mathematics

Article

Evaluating the Suitability of a Smart Technology
Application for Fall Detection Using a Fuzzy
Collaborative Intelligence Approach

Yu-Cheng Lin 1, Yu-Cheng Wang 2 , Tin-Chih Toly Chen 3,* and Hai-Fen Lin 4

1 Department of Computer-Aided Industrial Design, Overseas Chinese University, Taichung 40721, Taiwan;
yclin@ocu.edu.tw

2 Department of Aeronautical Engineering, Chaoyang University of Technology, Taichung 41349, Taiwan;
tony.cobra@msa.hinet.net

3 Department of Industrial Engineering and Management, National Chiao Tung University, 1001,
University Road, Hsinchu 30010, Taiwan

4 Electronic Systems Research Division, National Chung-Shan Institute of Science & Technology,
Taoyuan County 32557, Taiwan; belinda.d853843@msa.hinet.net

* Correspondence: tolychen@ms37.hinet.net

Received: 19 October 2019; Accepted: 10 November 2019; Published: 13 November 2019 ����������
�������

Abstract: Fall detection is a critical task in an aging society. To fulfill this task, smart technology
applications have great potential. However, it is not easy to choose a suitable smart technology
application for fall detection. To address this issue, a fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach is
proposed in this study. In the fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach, alpha-cut operations are
applied to derive the fuzzy weights of criteria for each decision maker. Then, fuzzy intersection
is applied to aggregate the fuzzy weights derived by all decision makers. Subsequently, the fuzzy
technique for order preference by similarity to the ideal solution is applied to assess the suitability
of a smart technology application for fall detection. The fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach
is a posterior-aggregation method that guarantees a consensus exists among decision makers.
After applying the fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach to assess the suitabilities of four existing
smart technology applications for fall detection, the most and least suitable smart technology
applications were smart carpet and smart cane, respectively. In addition, the ranking result using the
proposed methodology was somewhat different from those using three existing methods.

Keywords: fall detection; smart technology; fuzzy collaborative intelligence; fuzzy technique for
order preference by similarity to ideal solution; TOPSIS

1. Introduction

As people get older, fall detection and prevention becomes a more critical task [1]. In addition,
children like to run and jump and may easily fall down accidently. People who are in poor health, have
specific diseases (e.g., paralysis due to a stroke or epileptic seizure, dizziness and syncope caused by an
epileptic fit or cardiovascular collapse), or have been injured in accidents are also prone to falling [2,3].
The importance of fall detection resides in the fact that the earlier a fall is reported, the lower the rate
of morbidity (or mortality) becomes [4,5]. However, falling is a complicated process, making it difficult
to detect [2,6]. To address this issue, smart technologies can be applied.

Smart technologies include smart clothes, smart glasses, smart watches, smart phones, smart
motion sensors, smart smoke alarms, smart body analyzers, smart connected vehicles, smart toilets,
smart wigs, smart mobile services, smart defense technology, smart wheelchairs, and others. A smart
technology is equipped with sensors, connected to the Internet, used interactively, and to some extent
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intelligent [7,8]. There have been a number of smart technology applications for fall detection, e.g.,
smart canes [9], smart carpets [10], the joint use of smart phones and other smart devices [2,11–13],
smart tiles [14]. While smart technologies are getting more and more diverse, each smart technology
application for fall detection has its own advantages and disadvantages. As a result, how to choose
suitable smart technology applications for fall detection becomes a challenging task [6]. Furthermore,
it is difficult to compare different fall detection systems because of the lack of a common framework [2].

Some of the relevant literature are reviewed as follows. Mubashir et al. [15] listed five criteria
for choosing a suitable smart technology application for fall detection: low costs, unobtrusiveness,
accuracy, easiness to setup, and robustness. De Lima et al. [16] attached various (combinations of)
sensors, including a tri-axial accelerometer, force and bending sensor, and gyroscope, to the chest,
insole, and lower back of a subject to find out the most suitable smart sensor application for fall
detection. Chen [17] proposed the fuzzy geometric mean (FGM)-alpha-cut operations (ACO)-fuzzy
weighted average (FWA) method to evaluate the sustainability of a smart technology application in
mobile health care, including fall detection, in which decision makers’ judgments were aggregated
using FGM before deriving the fuzzy weights of criteria using ACO. Subsequently, the derived fuzzy
weights were fed into the FWA method to evaluate the sustainability of a smart technology application
in mobile health care. A problem with the FGM-ACO-FWA method was that whether decision makers
did reach a consensus was not checked. In sum, existing methods are subject to the following problems:

(1) Most of the past studies in this field just listed the criteria for choosing a suitable smart technology
application for fall detection, the conclusions of which cannot be applied to perform a quantitative
and precise comparison;

(2) Some studies, such as De Lima et al. [16], conducted experimentation to compare the suitabilities
of smart technology applications for fall detection. However, only very few specific smart
technology applications were compared.

To solve these problems, a fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach is proposed in this study.
A fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach is proposed in this study to evaluate the suitability of

a smart technology application for fall detection. In the proposed methodology, first, factors critical to
the suitability of a smart technology application for fall detection are found out through reviewing the
literature and current practice. Based on the critical factors, the corresponding criteria are established.
Subsequently, multiple decision makers fulfill the assessment task collaboratively. For each decision
maker, ACO is applied to derive the fuzzy weights of criteria. To make sure that there is a consensus
among decision makers, the guaranteed-consensus fuzzy analytic hierarchy process (FAHP) method
proposed by Chen [18] is applied. Subsequently, fuzzy intersection (FI) is applied to aggregate the
fuzzy weights of criteria derived by all decision makers. Finally, the aggregation result is fed into the
fuzzy technique for order preference by similarity to the ideal solution (TOPSIS) method [19] to assess
the suitability of a smart technology application for fall detection. The assessment result is defuzzified
using the center-of-gravity (COG) method for generating an absolute ranking. The novelty of the fuzzy
collaborative intelligence approach resides in the following aspects:

(1) The fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach is a posterior-aggregation FAHP method, while
most existing group-based FAHP methods are anterior-aggregation methods [20];

(2) In the fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach, decision makers’ judgments are aggregated
using FI, while in existing group-based FAHP methods, decision makers’ judgement are usually
aggregated using FGM. FI can help check the existence of a consensus, and is considered to be
better than FGM [21];

(3) Although there have been some studies combining FAHP and fuzzy TOPSIS, these studies
approximated, rather than derived, the values of fuzzy weights by applying FGM or fuzzy extent
analysis (FEA) [22,23]. In contrast, the fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach derived the
values of fuzzy weights by applying ACO;
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(4) Most of the past studies applied FWA instead of fuzzy TOPSIS to assess the sustainability or
suitability of a smart technology application. Compared to FWA, fuzzy TOPSIS is more sensitive
in detecting a minor difference in sustainability or suitability.

The differences between the proposed methodology and some existing methods are summarized
in Table 1.

Table 1. Differences between the proposed methodology and some existing methods.

Method Smart
Technology

Assessment
Method

Group Decision
Making Consensus Aggregation

Mubashir et al. [15] All Criteria to
check No

De Lima et al. [16] Smart sensors Experimentation No

Chen [17] All FGM-ACO-FWA Yes Not guaranteed Anterior-aggregation

The proposed
methodology All ACO-FI-fuzzy

TOPSIS Yes Guaranteed Posterior-aggregation

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 is dedicated to the literature review.
Section 3 introduces the fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach for assessing the suitability of a
smart technology application for fall detection. Section 4 provides the results of applying the fuzzy
collaborative intelligence approach to assess several smart technology applications for fall detection,
so as to recommend the most suitable smart technology application. Some existing methods are also
applied to assess these smart technology applications for comparison. Finally, Section 5 concludes this
study and provides some topics for future research.

2. Literature Review

2.1. Smart Technology Applications for Fall Detection

Wang et al. [5] classified existing fall detection systems into four categories: ambient device-based
systems, vision-based systems, wearable device-based systems, and smart phone-based systems.
Measures for evaluating the performance of a fall detection system included precision, false alarm rate,
and efficiency [5].

Li et al. [24] attached two sensors to the chest and right thigh of a subject in an experimental
setting. Each sensor was composed of a tri-axial accelerometer and a tri-axial gyroscope. An algorithm
was proposed to detect the subject’s fall based on the readings of the two sensors. Similarly, a smart
phone was applied for fall detection in practice by analyzing the readings of the accelerometer and
gyroscope on the smart phone [12], which was a challenging task because a user’s hand gesture and
motion are diverse and vary continuously. To address this issue, the joint use of a smart watch and a
smart phone was adopted [13], in which the smart watch sensed a user’s hand gesture and motion,
while the smart phone reasoned and communicated with the backend server, which was more effective
than using a smart phone alone. However, a user had to bring both smart devices simultaneously.
Nowadays, the newest smart watch can fulfill all tasks by itself [25]. Accompanying this, many apps
with advanced reasoning algorithms have been designed [26,27].

Senouci et al. [28] designed a smart camera-based fall detection system. Two classification
methods, support vector machine (SVM) and Adaboost, were applied to analyze the recorded images.
The experimental results revealed that for fall detection SVM achieved a higher classification accuracy,
while AdaBoost was more efficient. Miao et al. [29] established a systematic procedure to analyze a
neuromorphic vision dataset recorded with dynamic vision sensors to detect the fall of a pedestrian.
From the viewpoint of Wang et al. [5], the wireless signal in an environment was affected by human
motions in the environment, which could be utilized to detect a fall.

According to Ojetola et al. [12], the difficulties of fall detection with smart technology applications
include the setting of thresholds for distinguishing falls from non-falls, the generalization of the
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algorithm to other subject groups, the validation of the method (or system) in real life, and the ability
to detect in real time. For fall detection in the public domain, the disruption caused by installing an
additional hardware was a barrier to the widespread deployment of fall detection systems in residential
regions [5]. Optimizing a smart technology application for fall detection or a smart fall detection
system is a much more difficult task [16]. In addition, the quality of the sensed data is undoubtedly
critical to the effectiveness of the subsequent analysis and decision-making process [30,31].

2.2. Fuzzy TOPSIS

TOPSIS was first fuzzified by Chen [32]. Subsequently, fuzzy TOPSIS has been extensively applied
to multiple-criteria decision-making problems in various fields. Basically, fuzzy TOPSIS can be applied
alone, based on the values of fuzzy weights specified by decision makers. Nevertheless, the joint
application of FAHP and fuzzy TOPSIS is prevalent. For example, Wang et al. [33] proposed a fuzzy
hierarchical TOPSIS method for supplier selection, in which FAHP provided the values of fuzzy
weights required for fuzzy TOPSIS. In addition, the p-norm metric method was also applied to simplify
the measurement of the distance between two triangular fuzzy numbers (TFNs). Büyüközkan and
Çifçi [34] applied a similar method to compare the green competencies of suppliers. In addition,
the fuzzy decision-making trial and evaluation laboratory model (DEMATEL) was also used to extract
the mutual relationships of interdependencies within criteria and the strength of each interdependence.
Junior et al. [35] compared the advantages and disadvantages of fuzzy TOPSIS and FAHP on supplier
selection, and concluded that fuzzy TOPSIS performed better with regard to the change of alternatives
or criteria, agility, and the number of criteria and alternatives. However, the compared FAHP method
was FEA, which was based on simplification, making the complication somewhat unfair.

3. The Proposed Methodology

The fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach proposed in this study incorporates ACO, FI,
and fuzzy TOPSIS, and applies the guaranteed-consensus FAHP method proposed by Chen [18].
In addition, the fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach is a posterior-aggregation method. In contrast,
the FGM-ACO-FWA method proposed by Chen [17] was an anterior-aggregation method. A comparison
of the two methods is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Comparison of the two methods.

3.1. Deriving the Fuzzy Weights of Criteria Using ACO

In the proposed methodology, a group of K decision makers is formed. First, each decision maker
performs a pairwise comparison of the relative weights of criteria for assessing the suitability of a
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smart technology application for fall detection. The results are represented with the following fuzzy
pairwise comparison matrix:

Ãn×n(k) = [̃ai j(k)]; i, j = 1 ∼ n; k = 1 ∼ K, (1)

where:

ãi j(k) = {
1 if i = j
1

ã ji(k)
otherwise ; i, j = 1 ∼ n; k = 1 ∼ K (2)

ãi j(k) is the pairwise comparison result by decision maker k regarding the relative weight of
criterion i over criterion j. Equation (2) is the reciprocal requirement. Each pairwise comparison result
is chosen from the following linguistic terms:

As important as: ãi j(k) = (1, 1, 5),
Slightly more important than: ãi j(k) = (1, 3, 7),
Considerably more important than: ãi j(k) = (1, 5, 9),
Extremely more important than: ãi j(k) = (3, 7, 9),
Absolutely more important than: ãi j(k) = (5, 9, 9).

The linguistic terms are mapped to triangular fuzzy numbers (TFNs) (see Figure 2), whose
ranges are wider than those of the commonly applied TFNs to increase the possibility of reaching a
consensus [18].
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In this way, the fuzzy weights by the decision makers will overlap with each other, guaranteeing
the existence of a consensus. If a relative weight is between two linguistic terms, then the average of
the two successive TFNs can be chosen. ãi j(k) is a positive comparison if ãi j(k) ≥ 1.

Subsequently, the fuzzy eigenvalue and eigenvector of Ã, indicated respectively with λ̃ and x̃, are
derived by solving the following two equations [36]:

det(Ã(−)λ̃I) = 0, (3)

and:
(Ã(−)λ̃I)(×)̃x = 0, (4)

where (−) and (×) denote fuzzy subtraction and multiplication, respectively. However, the two
equations are not easy to solve. To address this difficulty, most of the past studies applied approximation
techniques such as FGM [37] and FEA [38]. In contrast, in the proposed methodology, ACO is applied
to derive the exact values of λ̃ and x̃.
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First, the fuzzy parameters and variables in Equations (3) and (4) are represented with their α cuts:

ai j(α) = [aL
ij(α), aR

ij(α)], (5)

λ(α) = [λL(α), λR(α)], (6)

x(α) = [xL(α), xR(α)], (7)

where L and R indicate the left and right α cuts of a fuzzy variable, respectively. As a result,

det(A(α) − λ(α)I) = 0, (8)

(A(α) − λ(α)I)x(α) = 0. (9)

If α takes 11 possible values (0, 0.1, . . . , 1), Equations (8) and (9) need to be solved 10 2Cn
2 + 1

times, from which the minimal and maximal values of the results are used to construct the α cut of a
fuzzy weight [39]:

wi(α) = [wL
i (α), wR

i (α)]

= [min
∗

x∗i (α)
n∑

j = 1
x∗j(α)

, max
∗

x∗i (α)
n∑

j = 1
x∗j(α)

] (10)

It is noted that w̃i is no longer a TFN because the process involves many fuzzy multiplications
and divisions [40].

3.2. Aggregating the Fuzzy Weights Derived by All Decision Makers Using FI

FI has been extensively applied in fuzzy collaborative forecasting studies to aggregate multiple
decision makers’ forecasts [37,40,41]. According to the view of Chen and Honda [42], a FAHP problem
can be considered an unsupervised fuzzy collaborative forecasting problem.

The FI of the fuzzy weights by decision makers is indicated with F̃I({w̃i(k)}), for which membership
function is given by:

µF̃I({w̃i(k)}
(x) = min

k
(µw̃i(k)(x)), (11)

as shown in Figure 3, which is a polygon-shaped fuzzy number with curved edges.
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The α cut of F̃I({w̃i(k)}) can be obtained as:

FIL({w̃i(k)})(α) = max
k

(wL
i (k)(α)), (12)

FIR({w̃i(k)})(α} = min
k

(wR
i (k)(α)), (13)
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as illustrated in Figure 4.
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3.3. Assessing the Suitability of a Smart Technology Application Using Fuzzy TOPSIS

Subsequently, the prevalent fuzzy TOPSIS method is applied to assess the suitability of a smart
technology application for fall detection. First, the performance of a smart technology application in
optimizing each criterion is normalized using the fuzzy distributive normalization:

ρ̃qi =
p̃qi√
Q∑

φ = 1
p̃2
φi

= 1√
1+

∑
φ,q

(
p̃φi
p̃qi

)
2

(14)

where p̃qi is the performance of the q-th smart technology application in optimizing the i-th criterion;
ρ̃qi is the normalized performance. Obviously,

ρL
qi(α) =

1√
1 +

∑
φ,q

(
pR
φi(α)

p̃L
qi(α)

)
2

, (15)

ρR
qi(α) =

1√
1 +

∑
φ,q

(
pL
φi(α)

p̃R
qi(α)

)
2

. (16)

Subsequently, the fuzzy weighted score is calculated based on the fuzzy weights derived using
the fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach:

s̃qi = w̃i(×)ρ̃qi. (17)

Equivalently,
sL

qi = wL
i (α)ρ

L
qi(α), (18)

sR
qi = wR

i (α)ρ
R
qi(α). (19)

The fuzzy ideal (zenith) point and the fuzzy anti-ideal (nadir) point are specified, respectively, as:

Λ̃+ = {Λ̃+
i } = {max

q
s̃qi}, (20)
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Λ̃− = {Λ̃−i } = {min
q

s̃qi}, (21)

with the following α cuts:

[Λ+L(α), Λ+R(α)] = {[Λ+L
i (α), Λ+R

i (α)]}, = {[max
q

sL
qi(α), max

q
sR

qi(α)]}, (22)

[Λ−L(α), Λ−R(α)] = {[Λ−L
i (α), Λ−R

i (α)]}, = {[min
q

sL
qi(α), min

q
sR

qi(α)]}. (23)

The fuzzy distance from each smart technology application to the two points are calculated,
respectively, as:

d̃+q =

√√ n∑
i = 1

(Λ̃+
i (−)̃sqi)

2
, (24)

d̃−q =

√√ n∑
i = 1

(Λ̃−i (−)̃sqi)
2
. (25)

Equivalently,

d+L
q (α) =

√√ n∑
i = 1

(max(Λ+L
i (α) − sR

qi(α), 0))
2
, (26)

d+R
q (α) =

√√ n∑
i = 1

(Λ+R
i (α) − sL

qi(α))
2
, (27)

d−L
q (α) =

√√ n∑
i = 1

(min(Λ−R
i (α) − sL

qi(α), 0))2, (28)

d−R
q (α) =

√√ n∑
i = 1

(Λ−L
i (α) − sR

qi(α))
2. (29)

Finally, the fuzzy closeness of each smart technology application is obtained as:

C̃q =
d̃−q

d̃+q (+)d̃−q
. (30)

Therefore,

CL
q (α) = min(

d−R
q (α)

d+R
q (α) + d−R

q (α)
,

d−L
q (α)

d+R
q (α) + d−L

q (α)
), (31)

CR
q (α) = max(

d−R
q (α)

d+L
q (α) + d−R

q (α)
,

d−L
q (α)

d+L
q (α) + d−L

q (α)
). (32)

A smart technology application is more suitable for fall detection if its fuzzy closeness is higher.
To get an absolute ranking, the fuzzy closeness has to be defuzzified, as stated in the next section.

3.4. Defuzzifying the Assessment Result Using COG

The assessment result is then defuzzified using the prevalent COG method [43]. First, because the
COG method requires that samples be taken regularly along the x axis, the range of C̃q is divided into
Γ equal intervals:

C̃q = {

[
Γ − η+ 1

Γ
CL

q (0) +
η− 1

Γ
CR

q (0) ,
Γ − η

Γ
CL

q (0) +
η

Γ
CR

q (0)
] ∣∣∣ η = 1 ∼ Γ}. (33)
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The center of the η-th interval is indicated with Ωq(η):

Ωq(η) = 1
2 (

Γ−η+1
Γ CL

q (0) +
η−1

Γ CR
q (0) +

Γ−η
Γ CL

q (0) +
η
Γ CR

q (0))

=
2Γ−2η+1

2Γ CL
q (0) +

2η−1
2Γ CR

q (0).
(34)

The membership of Ωq(η) is determined by interpolating those of the two closest α cuts of C̃q:

µC̃q
(Ωq(η)) =

Ωq(η)− max
C∗q(α)≤Ωq(η)

C∗q(α)

( min
C∗q(α)≥Ωq(η)

C∗q(α)− max
C∗q(α)≤Ωq(η)

C∗q(α))
· min

C∗q(α)≥Ωq(η)
α

+

min
C∗q(α)≥Ωq(η)

C∗q(α)−Ωq(η)

( min
C∗q(α)≥Ωq(η)

C∗q(α)− max
C∗q(α)≤Ωq(η)

C∗q(α))
· max

C∗q(α)≤Ωq(η)
α,

(35)

where * can be R or L. Then, COG is calculated based on the centers of intervals:

COG(C̃q) =

Γ∑
η = 1

(µC̃q
(Ωq(η))Ωq(η))

Γ∑
η = 1

µC̃q
(Ωq(η))

. (36)

4. Application

To illustrate the applicability of the fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach, it was applied to
evaluate the suitabilities of four smart technology applications for fall detection:

(1) Setting up multiple surveillance cameras [44] or a single omnidirectional camera [45] in the
activity area of the subject to record and analyze their motions;

(2) Attaching proximity sensors to the walking aid (such as a cane or a walker) of the subject.
A sudden movement of the subject or an increased distance between the subject and the walking
aid can be interpreted as a possible fall [9];

(3) Covering the floor with a smart carpet or smart tiles. Then, a possible fall can be detected if a
number of the embedded pressure sensors are activated simultaneously [14];

(4) Using an app on the smart phone, smart watch, or another smart device of the subject based on
the detection results of the accelerometer and gyroscope [12,13].

After reviewing the relevant literature and current practice, the following five criteria were
considered critical to the suitability of a smart technology application for fall detection, as illustrated in
Figure 5:

(1) C1: unobtrusiveness [10,11];
(2) C2: the simultaneous application to multiple subjects [9,44];
(3) C3: privacy [1];
(4) C4: the purchasing, installation, computation, and energy costs [1,9]; and
(5) C5: the correct, reliable, and robust identification of a fall [1,12].

To determine the weights of the criteria, the fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach was applied.
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Figure 5. The fall detection problem.

First, a group of three decision makers was formed. Each decision maker performed a pairwise
comparison of the relative weights of criteria. The results are summarized in Table 2. Obviously, there
were considerable differences in decision makers’ judgments. In this situation, aggregating decision
makers’ judgments directly was inappropriate. After each decision maker derived fuzzy weights,
the inconsistent pairwise comparison results done by the decision maker had been compromised,
which was the better time to aggregate decision makers’ judgments.

Table 2. Results of pairwise comparisons.

C1 C2 C3 C4 C5

C1 1 (3, 7, 9), (1, 5, 9),
(5, 9, 9)

(1, 1, 5), 1/(1, 3, 7),
1/(1, 1, 5)

1/(3, 7, 9), (1, 3, 7),
1/(1, 1, 5)

1/(5, 9, 9), 1/(1, 3, 7),
1/(3, 7, 9)

C2 1/(3, 7, 9), 1/(1, 5, 9),
1/(5, 9, 9) 1 1/(1, 3, 7), 1/(1, 1, 5),

(1, 1, 5)
1/(3, 7, 9), 1/(1, 3, 7),

1/(3, 7, 9)
1/(3, 7, 9), 1/(3, 7, 9),

1/(5, 9, 9)

C3 1/(1, 1, 5), (1, 3, 7),
(1, 1, 5)

(1, 3, 7), (1, 1, 5),
1/(1, 1, 5) 1 1/(1, 1, 5), 1/(1, 3, 7),

(1, 1, 5)
1/(1, 1, 5), 1/(1, 3, 7),

(1, 1, 5)

C4 (3, 7, 9), 1/(1, 3, 7),
(1, 1, 5)

(3, 7, 9), (1, 3, 7),
(3, 7, 9)

(1, 1, 5), (1, 3, 7),
1/(1, 1, 5) 1 (1, 3, 7), 1/(1, 1, 5),

(1, 1, 5)

C5 (5, 9, 9), (1, 3, 7),
(3, 7, 9)

(3, 7, 9), (3, 7, 7),
(5, 9, 9)

(3, 7, 9), 1/(1, 3, 7),
(1, 1, 5)

1/(1, 3, 7), (1, 1, 5),
1/(1, 1, 5) 1

Each decision maker applied ACO to derive the fuzzy eigenvalue and the fuzzy weights of criteria.
The results are summarized in Figures 6 and 7, respectively.

Subsequently, to aggregate the fuzzy weights derived by all decision makers, FI was applied.
The results are shown in Figure 8. As expected, decision makers achieved a consensus regarding the
values of each fuzzy weight.
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The suitabilities of the four smart technology applications for fall detection were assessed. To this
end, the performances of the four smart technology applications in optimizing the five criteria were
evaluated by the same decision makers using the following linguistic terms [46]:

Very poor: (1, 1, 2);
Poor: (1, 2, 3);
Moderate: (2, 3, 4);
Good: (3, 4, 5);
Very good: (4, 5, 5).
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The evaluations by all decision makers were averaged. The results are summarized in Table 3.
It can be seen that none of the smart technology applications dominated another, causing difficulty in
choosing from them.

Table 3. Performances of four smart technology applications along the five dimensions.

Smart Technology
Application

C1
(Unobtrusiveness)

C2 (Simultaneous
Multiple Subjects) C3 (Privacy) C4 (Costs) C5 (Correct, Reliable,

and Robust Identification)

Smart surveillance
system (3.00, 4.00, 4.67) (3.67, 4.67, 5.00) (1.33, 2.00, 3.00) (1.17, 2.17, 3.17) (2.83, 3.83, 4.50)

Smart cane (2.67, 3.67, 4.67) (1.00, 1.00, 2.00) (2.33, 3.33, 4.33) (2.00, 3.00, 4.00) (1.67, 2.67, 3.67)

Smart carpet (4.00, 5.00, 5.00) (2.33, 3.33, 4.33) (3.33, 4.33, 5.00) (1.67, 2.67, 3.67) (2.00, 3.00, 4.00)

Smart phone/watch
and app (4.00, 5.00, 5.00) (1.00, 1.00, 2.00) (1.67, 2.67, 3.67) (3.00, 4.00, 4.67) (1.67, 2.67, 3.67)

Fuzzy TOPSIS was applied to assess the suitability of each smart technology application for fall
detection. First, the performance of a smart technology application in optimizing each criterion was
normalized using fuzzy distributive normalization. The results are summarized in Table 4.
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Table 4. Normalized performances.

Smart Technology
Application

C1
(Unobtrusiveness)

C2 (Simultaneous
Multiple Subjects) C3 (Privacy) C4 (Costs) C5 (Correct, Reliable,

and Robust Identification)

Smart surveillance
system (0.33, 0.45, 0.60) (0.58, 0.79, 0.88) (0.17, 0.31, 0.56) (0.16, 0.36, 0.62) (0.40, 0.62, 0.82)

Smart cane (0.30, 0.41, 0.59) (0.14, 0.17, 0.41) (0.32, 0.52, 0.74) (0.28, 0.49, 0.74) (0.23, 0.43, 0.69)

Smart carpet (0.43, 0.56, 0.66) (0.38, 0.56, 0.74) (0.46, 0.68, 0.85) (0.23, 0.44, 0.70) (0.28, 0.49, 0.74)

Smart phone/watch
and app (0.43, 0.56, 0.66) (0.14, 0.17, 0.41) (0.22, 0.42, 0.65) (0.43, 0.66, 0.85) (0.23, 0.43, 0.69)

Subsequently, the fuzzy weighted scores, in terms of α cuts, were calculated based on the derived
fuzzy weights. The results are summarized in Table 5.

Table 5. Fuzzy weighted scores.

Smart Technology
Application

C1
(Unobtrusiveness)

(α:α cut)

C2 (Simultaneous
Multiple Subjects)

(α:α cut)

C3 (Privacy)
(α:α cut)

C4 (Costs)
(α:α cut)

C5 (Correct, Reliable,
and Robust Identification)

(α:α cut)

Smart surveillance
system

0.00: [0.02, 0.14]
0.10: [0.03, 0.13]
0.20: [0.03, 0.12]
0.30: [0.03, 0.11]
0.40: [0.04, 0.10]
0.50: [0.05, 0.09]
0.60: [0.05, 0.08]
0.66: [0.06, 0.07]

0.00: [0.02, 0.08]
0.10: [0.02, 0.07]
0.20: [0.03, 0.06]
0.30: [0.03, 0.05]
0.40: [0.03, 0.05]
0.50: [0.03, 0.04]
0.60: [0.03, 0.04]
0.65: [0.03, 0.04]

0.00: [0.02, 0.14]
0.10: [0.02, 0.13]
0.20: [0.02, 0.12]
0.30: [0.03, 0.11]
0.40: [0.03, 0.10]
0.50: [0.03, 0.09]
0.60: [0.03, 0.08]
0.70: [0.04, 0.08]
0.80: [0.04, 0.07]
0.90: [0.05, 0.06]
0.97: [0.05, 0.05]

0.00: [0.03, 0.26]
0.10: [0.04, 0.24]
0.20: [0.05, 0.21]
0.30: [0.06, 0.19]
0.40: [0.07, 0.17]
0.49: [0.08, 0.16]

0.00: [0.06, 0.36]
0.10: [0.07, 0.35]
0.20: [0.08, 0.34]
0.30: [0.09, 0.32]
0.40: [0.10, 0.30]
0.50: [0.11, 0.28]
0.60: [0.13, 0.26]
0.70: [0.15, 0.24]
0.80: [0.17, 0.22]
0.85: [0.19, 0.21]

Smart cane

0.00: [0.02, 0.14]
0.10: [0.02, 0.13]
0.20: [0.03, 0.12]
0.30: [0.03, 0.10]
0.40: [0.04, 0.09]
0.50: [0.04, 0.08]
0.60: [0.05, 0.07]
0.66: [0.05, 0.07]

0.00: [0.01, 0.04]
0.10: [0.01, 0.03]
0.20: [0.01, 0.03]
0.30: [0.01, 0.02]
0.40: [0.01, 0.02]
0.50: [0.01, 0.01]
0.60: [0.01, 0.01]
0.65: [0.01, 0.01]

0.00: [0.03, 0.19]
0.10: [0.04, 0.17]
0.20: [0.04, 0.16]
0.30: [0.04, 0.15]
0.40: [0.05, 0.14]
0.50: [0.05, 0.13]
0.60: [0.06, 0.12]
0.70: [0.06, 0.11]
0.80: [0.07, 0.11]
0.90: [0.08, 0.10]
0.97: [0.09, 0.09]

0.00: [0.06, 0.31]
0.10: [0.07, 0.28]
0.20: [0.08, 0.26]
0.30: [0.10, 0.24]
0.40: [0.11, 0.21]
0.49: [0.12, 0.20]

0.00: [0.04, 0.31]
0.10: [0.04, 0.29]
0.20: [0.05, 0.28]
0.30: [0.06, 0.26]
0.40: [0.06, 0.24]
0.50: [0.07, 0.22]
0.60: [0.09, 0.20]
0.70: [0.10, 0.18]
0.80: [0.12, 0.16]
0.85: [0.13, 0.15]

Smart carpet

0.00: [0.03, 0.16]
0.10: [0.03, 0.15]
0.20: [0.04, 0.13]
0.30: [0.04, 0.12]
0.40: [0.05, 0.11]
0.50: [0.06, 0.10]
0.60: [0.07, 0.09]
0.66: [0.07, 0.09]

0.00: [0.01, 0.07]
0.10: [0.02, 0.06]
0.20: [0.02, 0.05]
0.30: [0.02, 0.04]
0.40: [0.02, 0.04]
0.50: [0.02, 0.03]
0.60: [0.02, 0.03]
0.65: [0.02, 0.03]

0.00: [0.05, 0.21]
0.10: [0.05, 0.2]
0.20: [0.06, 0.19]
0.30: [0.06, 0.18]
0.40: [0.07, 0.17]
0.50: [0.07, 0.16]
0.60: [0.08, 0.15]
0.70: [0.08, 0.14]
0.80: [0.09, 0.13]
0.90: [0.10, 0.13]
0.97: [0.11, 0.12]

0.00: [0.05, 0.29]
0.10: [0.06, 0.27]
0.20: [0.07, 0.24]
0.30: [0.08, 0.22]
0.40: [0.10, 0.20]
0.49: [0.11, 0.18]

0.00: [0.04, 0.33]
0.10: [0.05, 0.31]
0.20: [0.06, 0.30]
0.30: [0.07, 0.28]
0.40: [0.07, 0.26]
0.50: [0.08, 0.24]
0.60: [0.10, 0.22]
0.70: [0.11, 0.20]
0.80: [0.14, 0.18]
0.85: [0.15, 0.17]

Smart phone/watch
and app

0.00: [0.03, 0.16]
0.10: [0.03, 0.15]
0.20: [0.04, 0.13]
0.30: [0.04, 0.12]
0.40: [0.05, 0.11]
0.50: [0.06, 0.10]
0.60: [0.07, 0.09]
0.66: [0.07, 0.09]

0.00: [0.01, 0.04]
0.10: [0.01, 0.03]
0.20: [0.01, 0.03]
0.30: [0.01, 0.02]
0.40: [0.01, 0.02]
0.50: [0.01, 0.01]
0.60: [0.01, 0.01]
0.65: [0.01, 0.01]

0.00: [0.02, 0.16]
0.10: [0.03, 0.15]
0.20: [0.03, 0.14]
0.30: [0.03, 0.13]
0.40: [0.04, 0.12]
0.50: [0.04, 0.11]
0.60: [0.04, 0.10]
0.70: [0.05, 0.09]
0.80: [0.05, 0.09]
0.90: [0.06, 0.08]
0.97: [0.07, 0.07]

0.00: [0.09, 0.36]
0.10: [0.11, 0.33]
0.20: [0.12, 0.31]
0.30: [0.14, 0.28]
0.40: [0.16, 0.26]
0.49: [0.17, 0.24]

0.00: [0.04, 0.31]
0.10: [0.04, 0.29]
0.20: [0.05, 0.28]
0.30: [0.06, 0.26]
0.40: [0.06, 0.24]
0.50: [0.07, 0.22]
0.60: [0.09, 0.20]
0.70: [0.10, 0.18]
0.80: [0.12, 0.16]
0.85: [0.13, 0.15]

Based on the fuzzy weighted scores of all smart technology applications, the fuzzy ideal point
and the fuzzy anti-ideal point were defined, as shown in Table 6. Subsequently, the distances from
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each smart technology application to the two points were measured, respectively. The results are
summarized in Table 7.

Table 6. The fuzzy ideal point and the fuzzy anti-ideal point.

Reference Point
C1

(Unobtrusiveness)
(α:α cut)

C2 (Simultaneous
Multiple Subjects)

(α:α cut)

C3 (Privacy)
(α:α cut)

C4 (Costs)
(α:α cut)

C5 (Correct, Reliable,
and Robust Identification)

(α:α cut)

Fuzzy ideal point

0.00: [0.03, 0.16]
0.10: [0.03, 0.15]
0.20: [0.04, 0.13]
0.30: [0.04, 0.12]
0.40: [0.05, 0.11]
0.50: [0.06, 0.10]
0.60: [0.07, 0.09]
0.66: [0.07, 0.09]

0.00: [0.02, 0.08]
0.10: [0.02, 0.07]
0.20: [0.03, 0.06]
0.30: [0.03, 0.05]
0.40: [0.03, 0.05]
0.50: [0.03, 0.04]
0.60: [0.03, 0.04]
0.65: [0.03, 0.04]

0.00: [0.05, 0.21]
0.10: [0.05, 0.20]
0.20: [0.06, 0.19]
0.30: [0.06, 0.18]
0.40: [0.07, 0.17]
0.50: [0.07, 0.16]
0.60: [0.08, 0.15]
0.70: [0.08, 0.14]
0.80: [0.09, 0.13]
0.90: [0.10, 0.13]
0.97: [0.11, 0.12]

0.00: [0.09, 0.36]
0.10: [0.11, 0.33]
0.20: [0.12, 0.31]
0.30: [0.14, 0.28]
0.40: [0.16, 0.26]
0.49: [0.17, 0.24]

0.00: [0.06, 0.36]
0.10: [0.07, 0.35]
0.20: [0.08, 0.34]
0.30: [0.09, 0.32]
0.40: [0.10, 0.30]
0.50: [0.11, 0.28]
0.60: [0.13, 0.26]
0.70: [0.15, 0.24]
0.80: [0.17, 0.22]
0.85: [0.19, 0.21]

Fuzzy anti-ideal
point

0.00: [0.02, 0.14]
0.10: [0.02, 0.13]
0.20: [0.03, 0.12]
0.30: [0.03, 0.10]
0.40: [0.04, 0.09]
0.50: [0.04, 0.08]
0.60: [0.05, 0.07]
0.66: [0.05, 0.07]

0.00: [0.01, 0.04]
0.10: [0.01, 0.03]
0.20: [0.01, 0.03]
0.30: [0.01, 0.02]
0.40: [0.01, 0.02]
0.50: [0.01, 0.01]
0.60: [0.01, 0.01]
0.65: [0.01, 0.01]

0.00: [0.02, 0.14]
0.10: [0.02, 0.13]
0.20: [0.02, 0.12]
0.30: [0.03, 0.11]
0.40: [0.03, 0.10]
0.50: [0.03, 0.09]
0.60: [0.03, 0.08]
0.70: [0.04, 0.08]
0.80: [0.04, 0.07]
0.90: [0.05, 0.06]
0.97: [0.05, 0.05]

0.00: [0.03, 0.26]
0.10: [0.04, 0.24]
0.20: [0.05, 0.21]
0.30: [0.06, 0.19]
0.40: [0.07, 0.17]
0.49: [0.08, 0.16]

0.00: [0.04, 0.31]
0.10: [0.04, 0.29]
0.20: [0.05, 0.28]
0.30: [0.06, 0.26]
0.40: [0.06, 0.24]
0.50: [0.07, 0.22]
0.60: [0.09, 0.20]
0.70: [0.10, 0.18]
0.80: [0.12, 0.16]
0.85: [0.13, 0.15]

Table 7. Distances between each smart technology application and the two points.

Smart Technology Application d̃
+

q (α:α cut) d̃
−

q (α:α cut)

Smart surveillance system

0.00: [0.00, 0.51]
0.10: [0.00, 0.46]
0.20: [0.00, 0.41]
0.30: [0.00, 0.37]
0.40: [0.00, 0.32]
0.50: [0.01, 0.27]

0.00: [0.00, 0.44]
0.10: [0.02, 0.40]
0.00: [0.03, 0.36]
0.30: [0.03, 0.32]
0.40: [0.04, 0.28]
0.50: [0.04, 0.24]

Smart cane

0.00: [0.00, 0.50]
0.10: [0.00, 0.46]
0.20: [0.00, 0.41]
0.30: [0.01, 0.36]
0.40: [0.01, 0.31]
0.50: [0.02, 0.27]

0.00: [0.00, 0.44]
0.10: [0.02, 0.39]
0.20: [0.03, 0.35]
0.30: [0.03, 0.31]
0.40: [0.04, 0.26]
0.50: [0.04, 0.22]

Smart carpet

0.00: [0.00, 0.50]
0.10: [0.00, 0.45]
0.20: [0.00, 0.40]
0.30: [0.00, 0.35]
0.40: [0.00, 0.30]
0.50: [0.00, 0.26]

0.00: [0.00, 0.46]
0.10: [0.02, 0.42]
0.20: [0.03, 0.37]
0.30: [0.03, 0.33]
0.40: [0.04, 0.29]
0.50: [0.04, 0.24]

Smart phone/watch and app

0.00: [0.00, 0.49]
0.10: [0.00, 0.44]
0.20: [0.00, 0.39]
0.30: [0.01, 0.35]
0.40: [0.01, 0.30]
0.50: [0.02, 0.25]

0.00: [0.00, 0.47]
0.10: [0.02, 0.42]
0.20: [0.03, 0.38]
0.30: [0.03, 0.33]
0.40: [0.04, 0.28]
0.50: [0.04, 0.24]

Finally, the fuzzy closeness of each smart technology application was derived. The results are
shown in Table 8.
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Table 8. Fuzzy closeness of each smart technology application.

Smart Technology Application C̃q (α:α cut)

Smart surveillance system

0.00: [0.00, 1.00]
0.10: [0.05, 1.00]
0.20: [0.06, 1.00]
0.30: [0.08, 1.00]
0.40: [0.10, 1.00]
0.50: [0.14, 0.95]

Smart cane

0.00: [0.00, 1.00]
0.10: [0.05, 1.00]
0.20: [0.06, 1.00]
0.30: [0.08, 0.98]
0.40: [0.10, 0.97]
0.50: [0.14, 0.92]

Smart carpet

0.00: [0.00, 1.00]
0.10: [0.05, 1.00]
0.20: [0.06, 1.00]
0.30: [0.08, 1.00]
0.40: [0.11, 1.00]
0.50: [0.14, 1.00]

Smart phone/watch and app

0.00: [0.00, 1.00]
0.10: [0.05, 1.00]
0.20: [0.06, 1.00]
0.30: [0.08, 0.98]
0.40: [0.11, 0.97]
0.50: [0.15, 0.92]

Subsequently, COG was applied to defuzzify the fuzzy sustainability of each smart technology
application for fall detection. The results are summarized in Table 9.

Table 9. Defuzzification results.

Smart Technology Application Defuzzified Closeness

Smart surveillance system 0.543
Smart cane 0.530

Smart carpet 0.552
Smart phone/watch and app 0.534

According to the experimental results,

(1) Among the four smart technology applications for fall detection, the application of smart carpet
achieved the highest suitability, which was obviously due to its capability of detecting multiple
subjects’ falls simultaneously and the protection of a subject’s privacy;

(2) In contrast, the application of a smart cane was considered the least suitable. A smart cane could
support only a single subject, which made it relatively expensive;

(3) For a comparison, three existing methods, FGM-FWA, FEA-FWA, and FGM-ACO-FWA [17], were
also applied to assess the same smart technology applications for fall detection. In FGM-FWA,
decision makers’ judgments were aggregated using FGM. The fuzzy weights of criteria were also
approximated using FGM. Then, FWA was applied to assess the suitability of each same smart
technology application for fall detection. In FEA-WA, decision makers’ judgments were aggregated
using FGM as well. Then, the weights were estimated using FEA in crisp values. Nevertheless,
the performances in optimizing the criteria were expressed in fuzzy values. Therefore, FWA
was still applied to assess the suitability of each same smart technology application for fall
detection. FGM-ACO-FWA is an anterior-aggregation FAHP method, i.e., experts’ judgments
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were aggregated using FGM before deriving a single set of fuzzy weights using ACO. The ranking
results obtained using various methods are compared in Figure 9. Obviously, the ranking result
using the proposed methodology was somewhat different from those using existing methods.
According to the proposed methodology, a smart surveillance system was more suitable than the
combination of smart phone/watch and app, while existing methods drew the opposite conclusion;

(4) In existing methods, FWA was applied to assess the suitability of a smart technology application for
fall detection, in which the weighted performance in optimizing a criterion could be compensated
directly (or linearly) by that in optimizing another. In contrast, in the fuzzy collaborative
intelligence approach, fuzzy TOPSIS was applied for the same purpose, in which the weighted
performance was involved in a quadratic function (i.e., the Euclidean distance) that magnified
the difference between the weighted performances of two methods. As a result, fuzzy TOPSIS
was considered to be more sensitive than FWA;

(5) After detecting a possible fall, it is an urgent task to deliver the nearby medical service to the
affected or injured elderly person [47], which obviously relies on a correct detection of the elderly
person’s location and the quality of geospatial data [31].
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5. Conclusions

The advent of an aging society makes the detection of falls more important. Much evidence has
revealed that the applications of smart technologies have great potential for improving the effectiveness
and efficiency of fall detection. However, existing smart technology applications for fall detection have
their own advantages and disadvantages. As a result, a decision maker has to choose a suitable smart
technology application for fall detection from existing ones based on their own judgment. To this end,
a fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach was proposed in this study. In the fuzzy collaborative
intelligence approach, ACO is applied to derive the fuzzy weights of criteria for each decision maker.
Then, FI is applied to aggregate the fuzzy weights derived by all decision makers. In this way, whether
decision makers have achieved a consensus can be confirmed. Subsequently, fuzzy TOPSIS is applied
to assess the suitability of a smart technology application for fall detection. The assessment result is
defuzzified using COG for generating an absolute ranking.

The fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach was applied to assess the suitabilities of four existing
smart technology applications for fall detection. According to the experimental results, the following
conclusions were drawn:

(1) Five factors critical to the applications of smart technologies for fall detection were identified
as unobtrusiveness, the simultaneous application to multiple subjects, privacy, the purchasing,
installation, computation, and energy costs, and the correct, reliable, and robust identification
of a fall;
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(2) Among the four smart technology applications for fall detection, the most and least suitable
applications were smart carpet and smart cane, respectively;

(3) The ranking result using the proposed methodology was somewhat different from those using
three existing methods.

Smart technologies are still evolving. A smart technology application that is considered unsuitable
now may become suitable in the future. Therefore, the same assessment has to be done repeatedly
every few years. In addition, more smart technology applications for fall detection are expected to
emerge. The scope of this study can be extended to cover these new smart technology applications
for fall detection. Furthermore, other multiple-criteria decision-making methods, such as the full
consistency method [48] and simulation-based methods [49], can also be applied for the same purpose.
These constitute some directions for future research.
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process with respect to the reliability of geodatabase. In Advanced Dynamic Modeling of Economic and Social
Systems; Springer: Berlin/Heidelberg, Germany, 2013; pp. 143–162.

32. Chen, C.T. Extensions of the TOPSIS for group decision-making under fuzzy environment. Fuzzy Sets Syst.
2000, 114, 1–9. [CrossRef]

33. Wang, J.W.; Cheng, C.H.; Huang, K.C. Fuzzy hierarchical TOPSIS for supplier selection. Appl. Soft Comput.
2009, 9, 377–386. [CrossRef]

34. Büyüközkan, G.; Çifçi, G. A novel hybrid MCDM approach based on fuzzy DEMATEL, fuzzy ANP and
fuzzy TOPSIS to evaluate green suppliers. Expert Syst. Appl. 2012, 39, 3000–3011. [CrossRef]

35. Junior, F.R.L.; Osiro, L.; Carpinetti, L.C.R. A comparison between Fuzzy AHP and Fuzzy TOPSIS methods to
supplier selection. Appl. Soft Comput. 2014, 21, 194–209. [CrossRef]

36. Saaty, T.L. The Analytic Hierarchy Process; McGraw-Hill: New York, NY, USA, 1980.
37. Wang, Y.-C.; Chen, T.-C.T. A direct-solution fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach for yield forecasting in

semiconductor manufacturing. Procedia Manuf. 2018, 17, 110–117. [CrossRef]

http://dx.doi.org/10.1109/JSEN.2016.2625099
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.neucom.2011.09.037
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00415-017-8424-0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s40747-019-00119-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00521-019-04211-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.eswa.2011.06.044
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s00170-018-1927-8
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/math7020179
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cie.2018.01.015
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.asoc.2019.105855
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidphelan/2018/10/25/week-in-wearables-apple-watch-fall-detection-samsung-gear-battery-issues-swatch-smartwatch/#17a5d9c4b514
https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidphelan/2018/10/25/week-in-wearables-apple-watch-fall-detection-samsung-gear-battery-issues-swatch-smartwatch/#17a5d9c4b514
https://reviewster.com/best-fall-detection-apps-for-ios-and-android/
https://reviewster.com/best-fall-detection-apps-for-ios-and-android/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10729-018-9441-y
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11554-014-0456-4
http://dx.doi.org/10.3389/fnbot.2019.00038
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10729-019-09473-5
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30771053
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0165-0114(97)00377-1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.asoc.2008.04.014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.eswa.2011.08.162
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.asoc.2014.03.014
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.promfg.2018.10.021


Mathematics 2019, 7, 1097 21 of 21

38. Chang, D.-Y. Applications of the extent analysis method on fuzzy AHP. Eur. J. Oper. Res. 1996, 95, 649–655.
[CrossRef]

39. Csutora, R.; Buckley, J.J. Fuzzy hierarchical analysis: The Lambda-Max method. Fuzzy Sets Syst. 2001, 120,
181–195. [CrossRef]

40. Chen, T. Estimating unit cost using agent-based fuzzy collaborative intelligence approach with
entropy-consensus. Appl. Soft Comput. 2018, 73, 884–897. [CrossRef]

41. Yolcu, O.C.; Yolcu, U.; Egrioglu, E.; Aladag, C.H. High order fuzzy time series forecasting method based on
an intersection operation. Appl. Math. Model. 2016, 40, 8750–8765. [CrossRef]

42. Chen, T.-C.T.; Honda, K. Fuzzy Collaborative Forecasting and Clustering: Methodology, System Architecture,
and Applications; Springer: Berlin/Heidelberg, Germany, 2019.

43. Van Broekhoven, E.; De Baets, B. Fast and accurate center of gravity defuzzification of fuzzy system outputs
defined on trapezoidal fuzzy partitions. Fuzzy Sets Syst. 2006, 157, 904–918. [CrossRef]

44. Cucchiara, R.; Prati, A.; Vezzani, R. A multi-camera vision system for fall detection and alarm generation.
Expert Syst. 2007, 24, 334–345. [CrossRef]

45. Miaou, S.-G.; Sung, P.-H.; Huang, C.-Y. A customized human fall detection system using omni-camera
images and personal information. In Proceedings of the 1st Transdisciplinary Conference on Distributed
Diagnosis and Home Healthcare, Arlington, VA, USA, 2–4 April 2006; pp. 39–42.

46. Reza Afshari, A. Selection of construction project manager by using Delphi and fuzzy linguistic decision
making. J. Intell. Fuzzy Syst. 2015, 28, 2827–2838. [CrossRef]

47. Chen, T.C.T. Ubiquitous clinic recommendation by predicting a patient’s preferences. Electron. Commer. Res.
Appl. 2017, 23, 14–23. [CrossRef]
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