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Abstract: The study of spectral graph determination is a fascinating area of research in
spectral graph theory and algebraic combinatorics. This field focuses on examining the
spectral characterization of various classes of graphs, developing methods to construct or
distinguish cospectral nonisomorphic graphs, and analyzing the conditions under which a
graph’s spectrum uniquely determines its structure. This paper presents an overview of
both classical and recent advancements in these topics, along with newly obtained proofs
of some existing results, which offer additional insights.
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1. Introduction
Spectral graph theory lies at the intersection of combinatorics and matrix theory and

explores the structural and combinatorial properties of graphs through the analysis of
the eigenvalues and eigenvectors of matrices associated with these graphs [1–5]. Spectral
properties of graphs offer powerful insights into a variety of useful graph characteristics, en-
abling the determination or estimation of features, such as the independence number, clique
number, chromatic number, and the Shannon capacity of graphs, which are notoriously
NP-hard to compute.

A particularly intriguing topic in spectral graph theory is the study of cospectral
graphs, i.e., graphs that share identical multisets of eigenvalues with respect to one or
more matrix representations. While isomorphic graphs are always cospectral, nonisomor-
phic graphs may also share spectra, leading to the study of nonisomorphic cospectral
(NICS) graphs. This phenomenon raises profound questions about the extent to which a
graph’s spectrum encodes its structural properties. Conversely, graphs determined by their
spectrum (DS graphs) are uniquely identifiable, up to isomorphism, by their eigenvalues.
In other words, a graph is DS if and only if no other nonisomorphic graph shares the
same spectrum.

The problem of spectral graph determination and the characterization of DS graphs
dates back to the pioneering 1956 paper by Günthard and Primas [6], which explored
the interplay between graph theory and chemistry. This paper posed the question of
whether graphs can be uniquely determined by their spectra with respect to their adjacency
matrix A.
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While every graph can be determined by its adjacency matrix, which enables the
determination of every graph by its eigenvalues and a basis of corresponding eigenvectors,
the characterization of graphs for which eigenvalues alone suffice for identification forms a
fertile area of research in spectral graph theory. This research holds both theoretical interest
and practical implications.

Subsequent studies have broadened the scope of this question to include determina-
tion by the spectra of other significant matrices, such as the Laplacian matrix (L), signless
Laplacian matrix (Q), and normalized Laplacian matrix (L), among many other matrices
associated with graphs. The study of cospectral and DS graphs with respect to these
matrices has become a cornerstone of spectral graph theory. This line of research has
far-reaching applications in diverse fields, including chemistry and molecular structure
analysis, physics and quantum computing, network communication theory, machine learn-
ing, and data science.

One of the most prominent conjectures in this area is Haemers’ conjecture [7,8], which
posits that most graphs are determined by the spectrum of their adjacency matrices (A-DS).
Despite the difficulty of proving this open conjecture, some theoretical and experimental
progress on the theme of this conjecture has been recently presented in [9,10], while graphs
or graph families that are not DS also continue to be discovered. Haemers’ conjecture
has spurred significant interest in classifying DS graphs and understanding the factors
that influence spectral determination, particularly among special families of graphs such
as regular graphs, strongly regular graphs, trees, graphs of pyramids, as well as the
construction of NICS graphs by a variety of graph operations. Studies in these directions of
research have been covered in the seminal works by Schwenk [11] and by van Dam and
Haemers [12,13], as well as in more recent studies (in part by the authors) such as [9,14–45],
and references therein. Specific contributions of these papers to the problem of the spectral
determination of graphs are addressed in the continuation of this article.

This paper surveys both classical and recent results on spectral graph determination and
also presents newly obtained proofs of some existing results, which offer additional insights.

The paper emphasizes the significance of adjacency spectra (A-spectra), and it provides
conditions for A-cospectrality, A-NICS, and A-DS graphs, offering examples that support
or refute Haemers’ conjecture. We furthermore address the cospectrality of graphs with
respect to the Laplacian, signless Laplacian, and normalized Laplacian matrices. For regular
graphs, cospectrality with respect to any one of these matrices (or the adjacency matrix)
implies cospectrality with respect to all the others, which enables a unified framework
for studying DS and NICS graphs across different matrix representations. However, for
irregular graphs, cospectrality with respect to one matrix does not necessarily imply
cospectrality with respect to another. This distinction underscores the complexity of
analyzing spectral properties in irregular graphs, where the interplay among different
matrix representations becomes more intricate and often necessitates distinct techniques
for characterization and comparison.

The structure of the paper is as follows: Section 2 provides preliminary material in
matrix theory, graph theory, and graph-associated matrices. Section 3 focuses on graphs
determined by their spectra (with respect to one or multiple matrices). Section 4 examines
special families of graphs and their determination by adjacency spectra. Section 5 analyzes
unitary and binary graph operations, emphasizing their impact on spectral determination
and construction of NICS graphs. Finally, Section 6 concludes the paper with open questions
and an outlook on spectral graph determination, highlighting areas for further research.
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2. Preliminaries
The present section provides preliminary material and notation in matrix theory, graph

theory, and graph-associated matrices, which are used for the presentation of this paper.

2.1. Matrix Theory Preliminaries

The following standard notation in matrix theory is used in this paper:

• Rnˆm denotes the set of all n ˆ m matrices with real entries,
• Rn fi Rnˆ1 denotes the set of all n-dimensional column vectors with real entries,
• In P Rnˆn denotes the n ˆ n identity matrix,
• 0k,m P Rkˆm denotes the k ˆ m all-zero matrix,
• Jk,m P Rkˆm denotes the k ˆ m all-ones matrix,
• 1n fi Jn,1 P Rn denotes the n-dimensional column vector of ones.

Throughout this paper, we deal with real matrices. The concepts of Schur complement
and interlacing of eigenvalues are useful in papers on spectral graph determination and
cospectral graphs, and are also addressed in this paper.

Definition 1. Let M be a block matrix

M “

˜

A B
C D

¸

, (1)

where the block D is invertible. The Schur complement of D in M is

M{D “ A ´ BD´1C. (2)

Schur proved the following remarkable theorem:

Theorem 1 (Theorem on the Schur complement [46]). If D is invertible, then

det M “ detpM{Dq det D. (3)

Theorem 2 (Cauchy Interlacing Theorem [47]). Let λ1 ě . . . ě λn be the eigenvalues of a
symmetric matrix M and let µ1 ě . . . ě µm be the eigenvalues of a principal m ˆ m submatrix of
M (i.e., a submatrix that is obtained by deleting the same set of rows and columns from M). Then
λi ě µi ě λn´m`i for i “ 1, . . . , m.

Definition 2 (Completely Positive Matrices). A matrix A P Rnˆn is called completely positive
if there exists a matrix B P Rnˆm whose all entries are nonnegative such that A “ BBT.

A completely positive matrix is, therefore, symmetric, and all its entries are nonnega-
tive. The interested reader is referred to the textbook [48] on completely positive matrices,
also addressing their connections to graph theory.

Definition 3 (Positive Semidefinite Matrices). A matrix A P Rnˆn is called positive semidefi-
nite if A is symmetric, and the inequality xT A x ě 0 holds for every column vector x P Rn.

Proposition 1. A symmetric matrix is positive semidefinite if and only if one of the following
conditions hold:

1. All its eigenvalues are nonnegative (real) numbers.
2. There exists a matrix B P Rnˆm such that A “ BBT.

The next result readily follows.



Mathematics 2025, 13, 549 4 of 44

Corollary 1. A completely positive matrix is positive semidefinite.

Remark 1. Regarding Corollary 1, it is natural to ask whether, under certain conditions, a positive
semidefinite matrix whose all entries are nonnegative is also completely positive. By [48] (Theo-
rem 3.35), this holds for all square matrices of order n ď 4. Moreover, Ref. [48] (Example 3.45) also
presents an explicit example of a matrix of order 5 that is positive semidefinite with all nonnegative
entries but is not completely positive.

2.2. Graph Theory Preliminaries

A graph G “ pVpGq,EpGqq forms a pair where VpGq is a set of vertices and EpGq Ď

VpGq ˆ VpGq is a set of edges.
In this paper, all the graphs are assumed to be as follows:

• Finite—
ˇ

ˇVpGq
ˇ

ˇ ă 8;
• Simple—G has no parallel edges and no self loops;
• Undirected—the edges in G are undirected.

We use the following terminology:

• The degree, dpvq, of a vertex v P VpGq is the number of vertices in G that are adjacent
to v.

• A walk in a graph G is a sequence of vertices in G, where every two consecutive vertices
in the sequence are adjacent in G.

• A path in a graph is a walk with no repeated vertices.
• A cycle C is a closed walk, obtained by adding an edge to a path in G.
• The length of a path or a cycle is equal to its number of edges. A triangle is a cycle of

length 3.
• A connected graph is a graph in which every pair of distinct vertices is connected by

a path.
• The distance between two vertices in a connected graph is the length of a shortest path

that connects them.
• The diameter of a connected graph is the maximum distance between any two vertices

in the graph, and the diameter of a disconnected graph is set to be infinity.
• The connected component of a vertex v P VpGq is the subgraph whose vertex set U Ď VpGq

consists of all the vertices that are connected to v by any path (including the vertex
v itself), and its edge set consists of all the edges in EpGq whose two endpoints are
contained in the vertex set U .

• A tree is a connected graph that has no cycles (i.e., it is a connected and acyclic graph).
• A spanning tree of a connected graph G is a tree with the vertex set VpGq and some of

the edges of G.
• A graph is regular if all its vertices have the same degree.
• A d-regular graph is a regular graph whose all vertices have degree d.
• A bipartite graph is a graph G whose vertex set is a disjoint union of two subsets such

that no two vertices in the same subset are adjacent.
• A complete bipartite graph is a bipartite graph where every vertex in each of the two

partite sets is adjacent to all the vertices in the other partite set.

Definition 4 (Complement of a graph). The complement of a graph G, denoted by G, is a graph
whose vertex set is VpGq, and its edge set is the complement set EpGq. Every vertex in VpGq is
nonadjacent to itself in G and G, so ti, ju P EpGq if and only if ti, ju R EpGq with i ‰ j.

Definition 5 (Disjoint union of graphs). Let G1, . . . ,Gk be graphs. If the vertex sets in these
graphs are not pairwise disjoint, let G1

2, . . . ,G1
k be isomorphic copies of G2, . . . ,Gk, respectively, such
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that none of the graphs G1,G1
2, . . .G1

k have a vertex in common. The disjoint union of these graphs,
denoted by G “ G1 9Y . . . 9YGk, is a graph whose vertex and edge sets are equal to the disjoint unions
of the vertex and edge sets of G1,G1

2, . . . ,G1
k (G is defined up to an isomorphism).

Definition 6. Let k P N and let G be a graph. Define kG “ G 9YG 9Y . . . 9YG to be the disjoint union
of k copies of G.

Definition 7 (Join of graphs). Let G and H be two graphs with disjoint vertex sets. The join of G
and H is defined to be their disjoint union together with all the edges that connect the vertices in G

with the vertices in H. It is denoted by G _ H.

Definition 8 (Induced subgraphs). Let G “ pV,Eq be a graph, and let U Ď V. The subgraph of
G induced by U is the graph obtained by the vertices in U and the edges in G that has both ends on
U . We say that H is an induced subgraph of G, if it is induced by some U Ď V.

Definition 9 (Strongly regular graphs). A regular graph G that is neither complete nor empty
is called a strongly regular graph with parameters pn, d, λ, µq, where λ and µ are nonnegative
integers, if the following conditions hold:

1. G is a d-regular graph on n vertices.
2. Every two adjacent vertices in G have exactly λ common neighbors.
3. Every two distinct and nonadjacent vertices in G have exactly µ common neighbors.

The family of strongly regular graphs with these four specified parameters is denoted by
srgpn, d, λ, µq. It is important to note that a family of the form srgpn, d, λ, µq may contain multiple
nonisomorphic strongly regular graphs. Throughout this work, we refer to a strongly regular graph
as srgpn, d, λ, µq if it belongs to this family.

Proposition 2 (Feasible parameter vectors of strongly regular graphs). The four parameters
of a strongly regular graph srgpn, d, λ, µq satisfy the equality

pn ´ d ´ 1qµ “ dpd ´ λ ´ 1q. (4)

Remark 2. Equality (4) provides a necessary, but not sufficient, condition for the existence of a
strongly regular graph srgpn, d, λ, µq. For example, as shown in [49], no p76, 21, 2, 7q strongly
regular graph exists, even though the condition pn ´ d ´ 1qµ “ 378 “ dpd ´ λ ´ 1q is satisfied in
this case.

Notation 1 (Classes of graphs).

• Kn is the complete graph on n vertices.
• Pn is the path graph on n vertices.
• Kℓ,r is the complete bipartite graph whose degrees of partite sets are ℓ and r (with possible

equality between ℓ and r).
• Sn is the star graph on n vertices Sn “ K1,n´1.

Definition 10 (Integer-valued functions of a graph).

• Let k P N. A proper k-coloring of a graph G is a function c : VpGq Ñ t1, 2, ..., ku, where
cpvq ‰ cpuq for every tu, vu P EpGq. The chromatic number of G, denoted by χpGq, is the
smallest k for which there exists a proper k-coloring of G.

• A clique in a graph G is a subset of vertices U Ď VpGq where the subgraph induced by U is a
complete graph. The clique number of G, denoted by ωpGq, is the largest size of a clique in G;
i.e., it is the largest order of an induced complete subgraph in G.



Mathematics 2025, 13, 549 6 of 44

• An independent set in a graph G is a subset of vertices U Ď VpGq, where tu, vu R EpGq for
every u, v P U. The independence number of G, denoted by αpGq, is the largest size of an
independent set in G.

Definition 11 (Orthogonal and orthonormal representations of a graph). Let G be a finite,
simple, and undirected graph, and let d P N.

• An orthogonal representation of the graph G in the d-dimensional Euclidean space Rd assigns
to each vertex i P VpGq a nonzero vector ui P Rd such that uT

i uj “ 0 for every ti, ju R EpGq

with i ‰ j. In other words, for every two distinct and nonadjacent vertices in the graph, their
assigned nonzero vectors should be orthogonal in Rd.

• An orthonormal representation of G is additionally represented by unit vectors, i.e., }ui} “ 1
for all i P VpGq.

• In an orthogonal (orthonormal) representation of G, every two nonadjacent vertices in G are
mapped (by definition) into orthogonal (orthonormal) vectors, but adjacent vertices may not
necessarily be mapped into nonorthogonal vectors. If uT

i uj ‰ 0 for all ti, ju P EpGq, then such
a representation of G is called faithful.

Definition 12 (Lovász ϑ-function [50]). Let G be a finite, simple, and undirected graph. Then,
the Lovász ϑ-function of G is defined as

ϑpGq fi min
c,tuiu

max
iPVpGq

1
`

cTui
˘2 , (5)

where the minimum on the right-hand side of (5) is taken over all unit vectors c and all orthonormal
representations tui : i P VpGqu of G. In (5), it suffices to consider orthonormal representations in a
space of dimension at most n “ |VpGq|.

The Lovász ϑ-function of a graph G can be calculated by solving (numerically) a convex
optimization problem. Let A “ pAi,jq be the n ˆ n adjacency matrix of G with n fi |VpGq|.
The Lovász ϑ-function ϑpGq can be expressed as the solution of the following semidefinite
programming (SDP) problem:

maximize TrpB Jnq

subject to
$

’

’

&

’

’

%

B ľ 0,

TrpBq “ 1,

Ai,j “ 1 ñ Bi,j “ 0, i, j P rns.

(6)

There exist efficient convex optimization algorithms (e.g., interior-point methods) to
compute ϑpGq, for every graph G, with a precision of r decimal digits, and a computational
complexity that is polynomial in n and r. The reader is referred to Section 2.5 of [41] for
an account of the various interesting properties of the Lovász ϑ-function. Among these
properties, the sandwich theorem states that for every graph G,

αpGq ď ϑpGq ď χpGq, (7)

ωpGq ď ϑpGq ď χpGq. (8)

The usefulness of (7) and (8) lies in the fact that while the independence, clique, and
chromatic numbers of a graph are NP-hard to compute, the Lovász ϑ-function can be
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efficiently computed as a bound in these inequalities by solving the convex optimization
problem in (6).

2.3. Matrices Associated with a Graph
2.3.1. Four Matrices Associated with a Graph

Let G “ pV,Eq be a graph with vertices tv1, . . . , vnu. There are several matrices
associated with G. In this survey, we consider four of them, all are symmetric matrices in
Rnˆn: the adjacency matrix (A), Laplacian matrix (LM), signless Laplacian matrix (Q), and the
normialized Laplacian matrix (L).

1. The adjacency matrix of a graph G, denoted by A “ ApGq, has the binary-
valued entries

pApGqqi,j “

$

&

%

1 if tvi, vju P EpGq,

0 if tvi, vju R EpGq.
(9)

2. The Laplacian matrix of a graph G, denoted by L “ LpGq, is given by

LpGq “ DpGq ´ ApGq, (10)

where

DpGq “ diag
`

dpv1q, dpv2q, . . . , dpvnq
˘

(11)

is the diagonal matrix whose entries in the principal diagonal are the degrees of the n
vertices of G.

3. The signless Laplacian matrix of a graph G, denoted by Q “ QpGq, is given by

QpGq “ DpGq ` ApGq. (12)

4. The normalized Laplacian matrix of a graph G, denoted by LpGq, is given by

LpGq “ D´ 1
2 pGq LpGq D´ 1

2 pGq, (13)

where

D´ 1
2 pGq “ diag

`

d´ 1
2 pv1q, d´ 1

2 pv2q, . . . , d´ 1
2 pvnq

˘

, (14)

with the convention that if v P VpGq is an isolated vertex in G (i.e., dpvq “ 0), then
d´ 1

2 pvq “ 0. The entries of L “ pLi,jq are given by

Li,j “

$

’

’

’

’

’

’

&

’

’

’

’

’

’

%

1, if i “ j and dpviq ‰ 0,

´
1

b

dpviq dpvjq
, if i ‰ j and tvi, vju P EpGq,

0, otherwise.

(15)

In the continuation of this section, we also occasionally refer to two other matrices
that are associated with undirected graphs.
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Definition 13. Let G be a graph with n vertices and m edges. The incidence matrix of G, denoted
by B “ BpGq, is an n ˆ m matrix with binary entries, and it is defined as follows:

Bi,j “

$

&

%

1 if vertex vi P VpGq is incident to edge ej P EpGq,

0 if vertex vi P VpGq is not incident to edge ej P EpGq.
(16)

For an undirected graph, each edge ej connects two vertices vi and vk, and the corresponding column
in B has exactly two 1’s, one for each vertex.

Definition 14. Let G be a graph with n vertices and m edges. An oriented incidence matrix of G,
denoted by N “ NpGq, is an n ˆ m matrix with ternary entries from t´1, 0, 1u. This is defined as
follows. One first selects an arbitrary orientation to each edge in G. Then, define

Ni,j “

$

’

’

&

’

’

%

´1 if vertex vi P VpGq is the tail (starting vertex) of edge ej P EpGq,

`1 if vertex vi P VpGq is the head (ending vertex) of edge ej P EpGq,

0 if vertex vi P VpGq is not incident to edge ej P EpGq.

(17)

Consequently, each column of N contains exactly one entry equal to 1 and one entry equal to ´1,
representing the head and tail of the corresponding oriented edge in the graph, respectively, with all
other entries in the column being zeros.

For X P tA, L, Q,Lu, the X-spectrum of a graph G, σXpGq, is the multiset of the eigen-
values of XpGq. We denote the elements of the multiset of eigenvalues of tA, L, Q,Lu,
respectively, by

λ1pGq ě λ2pGq ě . . . ě λnpGq, (18)

µ1pGq ď µ2pGq ď . . . ď µnpGq, (19)

ν1pGq ě ν2pGq ě . . . ě νnpGq, (20)

δ1pGq ď δ2pGq ď . . . ď δnpGq. (21)

Example 1. Consider the complete bipartite graph G “ K2,3 with the adjacency matrix

ApGq “

˜

02,2 J2,3
J3,2 03,3

¸

.

It can be verified that the spectra of G can be given as follows:

1. The A-spectrum of G is

σApGq “

!

´
?

6, r0s3,
?

6
)

, (22)

with the notation that rλsm means that λ is an eigenvalue with multiplicity m.
2. The L-spectrum of G is

σLpGq “

!

0, r2s2, 3, 5
)

. (23)

3. The Q-spectrum of G is

σQpGq “

!

0, r2s2, 3, 5
)

. (24)
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4. The L-spectrum of G is

σLpGq “

!

0, r1s3, 2
)

. (25)

Remark 3. If H is an induced subgraph of a graph G, then ApHq is a principal submatrix of
ApGq. However, since the degrees of the remaining vertices are affected by the removal of vertices
when forming the induced subgraph H from the graph G, this property does not hold for the other
three associated matrices discussed in this paper (namely, the Laplacian, signless Laplacian, and
normalized Laplacian matrices).

Definition 15. Let G be a graph, and let G be the complement graph of G. Define the
following matrices:

1. ApGq “ ApGq.
2. LpGq “ LpGq.
3. QpGq “ QpGq.
4. LpGq “ LpGq.

Definition 16. Let X Ď tA, L, Q,L, A, L, Q,Lu. The X -spectrum of a graph G is a list with
σXpGq for every X P X .

Observe that if X “ tXu is a singleton, then the X spectrum is equal to the X-spectrum.
We now describe some important applications of the four matrices.

2.3.2. Properties of the Adjacency Matrix

Theorem 3 (Number of walks of a given length between two fixed vertices). Let G “ pV,Eq

be a graph with a vertex set V “ VpGq “ tv1, . . . , vnu, and let A “ ApGq be the adjacency matrix
of G. Then, the number of walks of length ℓ, with the fixed endpoints vi and vj, is equal to pAℓqi,j.

Corollary 2 (Number of closed walks of a given length). Let G “ pV,Eq be a simple undirected
graph on n vertices with an adjacency matrix A “ ApGq, and let its spectrum (with respect to A)
be given by tλju

n
j“1. Then, for all ℓ P N, the number of closed walks of length ℓ in G is equal to

řn
j“1 λℓ

j .

Corollary 3 (Number of edges and triangles in a graph). Let G be a simple undirected graph
with n “ |VpGq| vertices, e “ |EpGq| edges, and t triangles. Let A “ ApGq be the adjacency matrix
of G, and let tλju

n
j“1 be its adjacency spectrum. Then,

n
ÿ

j“1

λj “ trpAq “ 0, (26)

n
ÿ

j“1

λ2
j “ trpA2q “ 2e, (27)

n
ÿ

j“1

λ3
j “ trpA3q “ 6t. (28)

For a d-regular graph, the largest eigenvalue of its adjacency matrix is equal to d.
Consequently, by Equation (27), for d-regular graphs,

ř

j λ2
j “ 2e “ nd “ nλ1. Interestingly,

this turns out to be a necessary and sufficient condition for the regularity of a graph, which
means that the adjacency spectrum enables us to identify whether a graph is regular.
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Theorem 4 ([4] (Corollary 3.2.2)). A graph G on n vertices is regular if and only if

n
ÿ

i“1

λ2
i “ nλ1, (29)

where λ1 is the largest eigenvalue of the adjacency matrix of G.

Theorem 5 (The eigenvalues of strongly regular graphs). The following spectral properties are
satisfied by the family of strongly regular graphs:

1. A strongly regular graph has three distinct eigenvalues.
2. Let G be a connected strongly regular graph, and let its parameters be srgpn, d, λ, µq. Then,

the largest eigenvalue of its adjacency matrix is λ1pGq “ d with multiplicity 1, and the other
two distinct eigenvalues of its adjacency matrix are given by

p1,2 “ 1
2

˜

λ ´ µ ˘

b

pλ ´ µq2 ` 4pd ´ µq

¸

, (30)

with the respective multiplicities

m1,2 “ 1
2

˜

n ´ 1 ¯
2d ` pn ´ 1qpλ ´ µq
a

pλ ´ µq2 ` 4pd ´ µq

¸

. (31)

3. A connected regular graph with exactly three distinct eigenvalues is strongly regular.
4. Strongly regular graphs for which 2d ` pn ´ 1qpλ ´ µq ‰ 0 have integral eigenvalues, and

the multiplicities of p1,2 are distinct.
5. A connected regular graph is strongly regular if and only if it has three distinct eigenvalues,

where the largest eigenvalue is of multiplicity 1.

The following result follows readily from Theorem 5.

Corollary 4. Strongly regular graphs with identical parameters pn, d, λ, µq are cospectral.

Remark 4. Strongly regular graphs having identical parameters pn, d, λ, µq are cospectral but may
not be isomorphic. For instance, Chang graphs form a set of three nonisomorphic strongly regular
graphs with identical parameters srgp28, 12, 6, 4q [51] (Section 10.11). Consequently, the three
Chang graphs are strongly regular NICS graphs.

An important class of strongly regular graphs, for which 2d ` pn ´ 1qpλ ´ µq “ 0, is
given by the family of conference graphs.

Definition 17 (Conference graphs). A conference graph on n vertices is a strongly regular graph
with the parameters srgpn, 1

2 pn ´ 1q, 1
4 pn ´ 5q, 1

4 pn ´ 1qq, where n must satisfy n “ 4k ` 1 with
k P N.

If G is a conference graph on n vertices, then so is its complement G; it is, however, not
necessarily self-complementary. By Theorem 5, the distinct eigenvalues of the adjacency
matrix of G are given by 1

2 pn ´ 1q, 1
2 p

?
n ´ 1q, and ´ 1

2 p
?

n ` 1q with multiplicities 1, 1
2 pn ´ 1q,

and 1
2 pn ´ 1q, respectively. In contrast to Item 4 of Theorem 5, the eigenvalues ˘ 1

2 p
?

n ` 1q

are not necessarily integers. For instance, the cycle graph C5, which is a conference graph,

has an adjacency spectrum
␣

2,
“ 1

2 p
?

5 ´ 1q
‰p2q,

“

´ 1
2 p

?
5 ` 1q

‰p2q
u. Thus, apart from the largest

eigenvalue, the other eigenvalues are irrational numbers.
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2.3.3. Properties of the Laplacian Matrix

Theorem 6. Let G be a finite, simple, and undirected graph, and let L be the Laplacian matrix
of G. Then,

1. The Laplacian matrix L “ NNT is positive semidefinite, where N is the oriented incidence
matrix of G (see Definition 14 and [4] (p. 185)).

2. The smallest eigenvalue of L is zero, with a multiplicity equal to the number of components in
G (see [4] (Theorem 7.1.2)).

3. The size of the graph,
ˇ

ˇEpGq
ˇ

ˇ, equals one-half of the sum of the eigenvalues of L, counted with
multiplicities (see [4] (Equation (7.4))).

The following celebrated theorem provides an operational meaning of the L-spectrum
of graphs in counting their number of spanning subgraphs.

Theorem 7 (Kirchhoff’s Matrix Tree Theorem [52]). The number of spanning trees in a connected
and simple graph G on n vertices is determined by the n ´ 1 nonzero eigenvalues of the Laplacian

matrix, and it is equal to 1
n

n
ś

ℓ“2
µℓpGq.

Corollary 5 (Cayley’s Formula [53]). The number of spanning trees of Kn is nn´2.

Proof. The L-spectrum of Kn is given by t0, rnsn´1u, and the result readily follows from
Theorem 7.

2.3.4. Properties of the Signless Laplacian Matrix

Theorem 8. Let G be a finite, simple, and undirected graph, and let Q be the signless Laplacian
matrix of G. Then,

1. The matrix Q is positive semidefinite. Moreover, it is a completely positive matrix, expressed
as Q “ BBT, where B is the incidence matrix of G (see Definition 13 and [4] (Section 2.4)).

2. If G is a connected graph, then it is bipartite if and only if the least eigenvalue of Q is equal to
zero. In this case, 0 is a simple Q-eigenvalue (see [4] (Theorem 7.8.1)).

3. The multiplicity of 0 as an eigenvalue of Q is equal to the number of bipartite components in
G (see [4] (Corollary 7.8.2)).

4. The size of the graph
ˇ

ˇEpGq
ˇ

ˇ is equal to one-half the sum of the eigenvalues of Q, counted with
multiplicities (see [4] (Corollary 7.8.9)).

The interested reader is referred to [54] for bounds on the Q-spread (i.e., the difference
between the largest and smallest eigenvalues of the signless Laplacian matrix), expressed
as a function of the number of vertices in the graph. In regard to Item 2 of Theorem 8, the
interested reader is referred to [55] for a lower bound on the least eigenvalue of signless
Laplacian matrix for connected non-bipartite graphs, and to [56] for a lower bound on
the least eigenvalue of signless Laplacian matrix for a general simple graph with a fixed
number of vertices and edges.

2.3.5. Properties of the Normalized Laplacian Matrix

The normalized Laplacian matrix of a graph, defined in (13), exhibits several interest-
ing spectral properties, which are introduced below.

Theorem 9 ([4,57]). Let G be a finite, simple, and undirected graph, and let L be the normalized
Laplacian matrix of G. Then,

1. The eigenvalues of L lie in the interval r0, 2s (see [4] (Section 7.7)).
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2. The number of components in G is equal to the multiplicity of 0 as an eigenvalue of L (see [4]
(Theorem 7.7.3)).

3. The largest eigenvalue of L is equal to 2 if and only if the graph has a bipartite component
(see [4] (Theorem 7.7.2(v))). Furthermore, the number of the bipartite components of G is
equal to the multiplicity of 2 as an eigenvalue of L.

4. The sum of its eigenvalues (including multiplicities) is less than or equal to the graph order
pnq, with equality if and only if the graph has no isolated vertices (see [4] (Theorem 7.7.2(i))).

2.3.6. More on the Spectral Properties of the Four Associated Matrices

The following theorem considers equivalent spectral properties of bipartite graphs.

Theorem 10. Let G be a graph. The following are equivalent:

1. G is a bipartite graph.
2. G does not have cycles of odd length.
3. The A-spectrum of G is symmetric around zero, and for every eigenvalue λ of ApGq, the

eigenvalue ´λ is of the same multiplicity [4] (Theorem 3.2.3).
4. The L-spectrum and Q-spectrum are identical (see [4] (Proposition 7.8.4)).
5. The L-spectrum has the same multiplicity of 0’s and 2’s as eigenvalues (see [4] (Corol-

lary 7.7.4)).

Remark 5. Item 3 of Theorem 10 can be strengthened if G is a connected graph. In that case, G is
bipartite if and only if λ1 “ ´λn (see [4] (Theorem 3.2.4)).

Table 1, borrowed from [58], lists properties of a graph that can or cannot be deter-
mined by the X-spectrum for X P tA, L, Q,Lu. From the A-spectrum of a graph G, one can
determine the number of edges and the number of triangles in G (by Equations (27) and (28),
respectively), and whether the graph is bipartite or not (by Item 3 of Theorem 10). However,
the A spectrum does not indicate the number of components (see Example 2). From the
L-spectrum of a graph G, one can determine the number of edges (by Item 3 of Theorem 6),
the number of spanning trees (by Theorem 7), the number of components of G (by Item 2 of
Theorem 6), but not the number of its triangles, and whether the graph G is bipartite. From
the Q-spectrum, one can determine whether the graph is bipartite, the number of bipartite
components, and the number of edges (respectively, by Items 3 and 4 of Theorem 8), but not
the number of components of the graph or whether the graph is bipartite (see Remark 6).
From the L-spectrum, one can determine the number of components and the number of
bipartite components in G (by Theorem 9), and whether the graph is bipartite (by Items 1
and 5 of Theorem 10). The number of closed walks in G is determined by the A-spectrum
(by Corollary 2) but not by the spectra with respect to the other three matrices.

Table 1. Some properties of a finite, simple, and undirected graph that one can or cannot determine
by the X-spectrum for X P tA, L, Q,Lu.

Matrix # Edges Bipartite # Components # Bipartite Components # of Closed Walks

A Yes Yes No No Yes

L Yes No Yes No No

Q Yes No No Yes No

L No Yes Yes Yes No

Remark 6. By Item 2 of Theorem 8, a connected graph is bipartite if and only if the least eigenvalue
of its signless Laplacian matrix is equal to zero. If the graph is disconnected and it has a bipartite
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component and a non-bipartite component, then the least eigenvalue of its signless Laplacian matrix
is equal to zero, although the graph is not bipartite. According to Table 1, the Q-spectrum alone
does not determine whether a graph is bipartite. This is due to the fact that the Q-spectrum does
not provide information about the number of components in the graph or whether the graph is
connected. It is worth noting that while neither the L-spectrum nor the Q-spectrum independently
determines whether a graph is bipartite, the combination of these spectra does. Specifically, by Item 4
of Theorem 10, the combined knowledge of both spectra enables us to establish this property.

3. Graphs Determined by Their Spectra
The spectral determination of graphs has long been a central topic in spectral graph

theory. A major open question in this area is as follows: “Which graphs are determined by
their spectrum (DS)?” This section begins our survey of both classical and recent results on
spectral graph determination. We explore the spectral characterization of various graph
classes, methods for constructing or distinguishing cospectral nonisomorphic graphs, and
conditions under which a graph’s spectrum uniquely determines its structure. Additionally,
we present newly obtained proofs of existing results, offering further insights into this field.

Definition 18. Let G,H be two graphs. A mapping ϕ : VpGq Ñ VpHq is a graph isomorphism if

tu, vu P EpGq ðñ
␣

ϕpuq, ϕpvq
(

P EpHq. (32)

If there is an isomorphism between G and H, we say that these graphs are isomorphic.

Definition 19. A permutation matrix is a t0, 1u–matrix in which each row and each column
contains exactly one entry equal to 1.

Remark 7. In terms of the adjacency matrix of a graph, G and H are cospectral graphs if ApGq and
ApHq are similar matrices, and G and H are isomorphic if the similarity of their adjacency matrices
is through a permutation matrix P, i.e.,

ApGq “ P ApHq P´1. (33)

3.1. Graphs Determined by Their Adjacency Spectrum (DS Graphs)

Theorem 11 ([12]). All of the graphs with fewer than five vertices are DS.

Example 2. The star graph S5 and a graph formed by the disjoint union of a length-4 cycle and
an isolated vertex, C4 9Y K1, have the same A-spectrum t´2, r0s3, 2u. They are, however, not
isomorphic since S5 is connected and C4 9Y K1 is disconnected (see Figure 1).

Figure 1. The graphs S4 “ K1,4 and C4 9Y K1 (i.e., a union of a 4-length cycle and an isolated vertex)
are cospectral and nonisomorphic graphs (A-NICS graphs) on five vertices. These two graphs,
therefore, cannot be determined by their adjacency matrix.

It can be verified computationally that all the connected nonisomorphic graphs on five vertices
can be distinguished by their A-spectrum (see [4] (Appendix A1)).
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Theorem 12 ([12]). All the regular graphs with fewer than ten vertices are DS (and, as will be
clarified later, also X -DS for every X Ď tA, L, Qu).

Example 3 ([12]). The two regular graphs in Figure 2 are tA, L, Q,Lu-NICS.

Figure 2. tA, L, Q,Lu-NICS regular graphs on 10 vertices. These cospectral graphs are nonisomorphic
because each of the blue edges in G belongs to three triangles, whereas no such an edge exists in H.

The regular graphs G and H in Figure 2 can be verified to be cospectral with the common
characteristic polynomial

Ppxq “ x10 ´ 20x8 ´ 16x7 ` 110x6 ` 136x5 ´ 180x4 ´ 320x3 ` 9x2 ` 200x ` 80.

These graphs are also nonisomorphic because each of the two blue edges in G belongs to three
triangles, whereas no such an edge exists in H. Furthermore, it is shown in Example 4.18 of [41] that
each pair of the regular NICS graphs on 10 vertices, denoted by tG,Hu and tG,Hu, exhibits distinct
values of the Lovász ϑ-functions, whereas the graphs G, G, H, and H share identical independence
numbers (3), clique numbers (3), and chromatic numbers (4). Furthermore, based on these two pairs
of graphs, it is constructively shown in Theorem 4.19 of [41] that for every even integer n ě 14,
there exist connected, irregular, cospectral, and nonisomorphic graphs on n vertices, being jointly
cospectral with respect to their adjacency, Laplacian, signless Laplacian, and normalized Laplacian
matrices, while also sharing identical independence, clique, and chromatic numbers, but being
distinguished by their Lovász ϑ-functions.

Remark 8. In continuation to Example 3, it is worth noting that closed-form expressions for the
Lovász ϑ-functions of regular graphs, which are edge-transitive or strongly regular, were derived
in [50] (Theorem 9) and [59] (Proposition 1), respectively. In particular, it follows from [59]
(Proposition 1) that strongly regular graphs with identical four parameters pn, d, λ, µq are cospectral
and they have identical Lovász ϑ-numbers, although they need not be necessarily isomorphic. For
such an explicit counterexample, the reader is referred to [59] (Remark 3).

We next introduce friendship graphs to address their possible determination by their
spectra with respect to several associated matrices.

Definition 20. Let p P N. The friendship graph Fp, also known as the windmill graph, is a graph
with 2p ` 1 vertices, consisting of a single vertex (the central vertex) that is adjacent to all the
other 2p vertices. Furthermore, every pair of these 2p vertices shares exactly one common neighbor,
namely the central vertex (see Figure 3). This graph has 3p edges and p triangles.
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Figure 3. The friendship (windmill) graph F4 has 9 vertices, 12 edges, and 4 triangles.

The term friendship graph in Definition 20 originates from the Friendship Theorem [60].
This theorem states that if G is a finite graph where any two vertices share exactly one
common neighbor, then there exists a vertex that is adjacent to all other vertices. In this
context, the adjacency of vertices in the graph can be interpreted socially as a representation
of friendship between the individuals represented by the vertices (assuming friendship is
a mutual relationship). For a nice exposition of the proof of the Friendship Theorem, the
interested reader is referred to Chapter 44 of [61].

Theorem 13. The following graphs are DS:

1. All graphs with fewer than five vertices, and also all regular graphs with fewer than 10 vertices
[12] (recall Theorems 11 and 12).

2. The graphs Kn, Cn, Pn, Km,m, and Kn [12].
3. The complement of the path graph Pn [62].
4. The disjoint union of k path graph with no isolated vertices, the disjoint union of k complete

graphs with no isolated vertices, and the disjoint union of k cycles (i.e., every 2-regular
graph) [12].

5. The complement graph of a DS regular graph [4].
6. Every pn ´ 3q-regular graph on n vertices [4].
7. The friendship graph Fp for p ‰ 16 [63].
8. Sandglass graphs, which are obtained by appending a triangle to each of the pendant (i.e.,

degree-1) vertices of a path [64].
9. If H is a subgraph of a graph G, and GzH denotes the graph obtained from G by deleting the

edges of H, then, in addition, the following graphs are DS [21]:

• Kn zpℓK2q and Kn zKm, where m ď n ´ 2;
• Kn zKℓ,m;
• Kn zH, where H has at most four edges.

3.2. Graphs Determined by Their Spectra with Respect to Various Matrices (X-DS Graphs)

In this section, we consider graphs that are determined by the spectra of various
associated matrices beyond the adjacency matrix spectrum.

Definition 21. Let G,H be two graphs and let X Ď tA, L, Q,L, A, L, Q,Lu.

1. G and H are said to be X -cospectral if they have the same X-spectrum, i.e., σXpGq “ σXpHq.
2. Nonisomorphic graphs G and H that are X -cospectral are said to be X -NICS, where NICS is

an abbreviation of nonisomorphic and cospectral.
3. A graph G is said to be determined by its X -spectrum (X -DS) if every graph that is X -

cospectral to G is also isomorphic to G.

Notation 2. For a singleton X “ tXu, we abbreviate tXu-cospectral, tXu-DS, and tXu-NICS by
X-cospectral, X-DS, and X-NICS, respectively. For the adjacency matrix, we will abbreviate A-DS
by DS.
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Remark 9. Let X Ď Y Ď tA, L, Q,L, A, L, Q,Lu. The following holds by definition:

• If two graph G,H are Y-cospectral, then they are X -cospectral.
• If a graph G is X -DS, then it is Y-DS.

Definition 22. Let G be a graph. The generalized spectrum of G is the tA, Au-spectrum of G.

The following result on the cospectrality of regular graphs can be readily verified.

Proposition 3. Let G and H be regular graphs that are X -cospectral for some X Ď tA, L, Q,Lu.
Then, G and H are Y-cospectral for every Y Ď tA, A, L, L, Q, Q,L,Lu. In particular, the
cospectrality of regular graphs (and their complements) stays unaffected by the chosen matrix among
tA, L, Q,Lu.

Definition 23. A graph G is said to be determined by its generalized spectrum (DGS) if it is
uniquely determined by its generalized spectrum. In other words, a graph G is DGS if and only if
every graph H with the same tA, Au-spectrum as G is necessarily isomorphic to G.

If a graph is not DS, it may still be DGS, as additional spectral information is available.
Conversely, every DS graph is also DGS. For further insights into DGS graphs, including
various characterizations, conjectures, and studies, we refer the reader to [65–67].

The continuation of this section characterizes graphs that are X-DS, where X P

tL, Q,Lu, with pointers to various studies. We first consider regular DS graphs.

Theorem 14 ([12] (Proposition 3)). For regular graphs, the properties of being DS, L-DS, and
Q-DS are equivalent.

Remark 10. To avoid any potential confusion, it is important to emphasize that in statements such
as Theorem 14, the only available information is the spectrum of the graph. There is no indication
or prior knowledge that the spectrum corresponds to a regular graph. In such cases, the regularity
of the graph is not part of the revealed information and, therefore, cannot be used to determine the
graph. This recurring approach, which states that G is to be a graph that satisfies certain properties
(e.g., regularity, strong regularity, etc.) and then examines whether the graph can be determined
from its spectrum, appears throughout this paper. It should be understood that the only available
information is the spectrum of the graph, and no additional properties of the graph beyond its
spectrum are disclosed.

Remark 11. The crux of the proof of Theorem 14 is that there are no two NICS graphs, with respect
to either A, L, or Q, where one graph is regular, and the other is irregular (see [12] (Proposition 2.2)).
This, however, does not extend to NICS graphs with respect to the normalized Laplacian matrix
L, and regular DS graphs are not necessarily L-DS. For instance, the cycle C4 and the bipartite
complete graph K1,3 (i.e., S3) share the same L-spectrum, which is given by t0, 12, 2u, but these
graphs are nonisomorphic (as C4 is regular, in contrast to K1,3). It therefore follows that the 2-regular
graph C4 is not L-DS, although it is DS (see Item 2 of Theorem 13). More generally, it is conjectured
in [19] that Cn is L-DS if and only if n ą 4 and 4­ | n.

Theorem 15. The following graphs are L-DS:

1. Pn,Cn,Kn,Km,m and their complements [12].
2. The disjoint union of k paths, Pn1 9Y Pn2 9Y . . . 9Y Pnk each having at least one edge [12].
3. The complete bipartite graph Km,n with m, n ě 2 and 5

3 n ă m [68].
4. The star graphs Sn with n ‰ 3 [36,39].
5. Trees with a single vertex having a degree greater than 2 (referred to as starlike trees) [36,39].
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6. The friendship graph Fp [36].
7. The path-friendship graphs, where a friendship graph and a starlike tree are joined by merging

their vertices of degree greater than 2 [38].
8. The wheel graph Wn`1 fi K1 _Cn for n ‰ 7 (otherwise, if n “ 7, then it is not L-DS) [43].
9. The join of a clique and an independent set on n vertices, Kn´m _Km, where m P rn ´ 1s [69].
10. Sandglass graphs (see also Item 8 in Theorem 13) [64].
11. The join graph G _ Km, for every m P N, where G is a disconnected graph [45].
12. The join graph G _ Km, for every m P N, where G is an L-DS connected graph on n vertices

and m edges with m ď 2n ´ 6, G is a connected graph, and either one of the following
conditions holds [45]:

• G _ K1 is L-DS;
• the maximum degree of G is smaller than 1

2 pn ´ 2q.

13. Specifically, the join graph G _ Km, for every m P N, where G is an L-DS tree on n ě 5
vertices (since, the equality m “ n ´ 1 holds for a tree on n vertices and m edges) [45].

Remark 12. In general, a disjoint union of complete graphs is not determined by its
Laplacian spectrum.

Theorem 16. The following graphs are Q-DS:

1. The disjoint union of k paths, Pn1 9Y Pn2 9Y . . . 9Y Pnk each having at least one edge [12].
2. The star graphs Sn with n ě 3 [16,40].
3. Trees with a single vertex having a degree greater than 2 [16,40].
4. The friendship graph Fk [70].
5. The lollipop graphs, where a lollipop graph, denoted by Hn,p where n, p P N and p ă n, is

obtained by appending a cycle Cp to a pendant vertex of a path Pn´p [26,44].
6. G_K1 where G is a either a 1-regular graph, an pn ´ 2q-regular graph of order n or a 2-regular

graph with at least 11 vertices [15].
7. If n ě 21 and 0 ď q ď n ´ 1, then K1 _pPq 9Y pn ´ q ´ 1qK1q [42].
8. If n ě 21 and 3 ď q ď n ´ 1, then K1 _pCq 9Y pn ´ q ´ 1qK1q is Q-DS if and only if

q ‰ 3 [42].
9. The join of a clique and an independent set on n vertices, Kn´m _Km, where m P rn ´ 1s and

m ‰ 3 [69].

Since the regular graphs Kn, Kn, Km,m and Cn are DS, they are also X -DS for every
X Ď tA, L, Qu (see Theorem 14). This, however, does not apply to regular L-DS graphs
(see Remark 11), which are next addressed.

Theorem 17. The following graphs are L-DS:

• Kn, for every n P N [20].
• The friendship graph Fk, for k ě 2 [14] (Corollary 1).
• More generally, Fp,q “ K1 _ppKqq if q ě 2, or q “ 1 and p ě 2 [14] (Theorem 1).

4. Special Families of Graphs
This section introduces special families of structured graphs, and it states the condi-

tions for their unique determination by their spectra.

4.1. Stars and Graphs of Pyramids

Definition 24. For every k, n P N with k ă n, define the graph Tn,k “ Kk _Kn´k. For k “ 1,
the graph Tn,k represents the star graph Sn. For k “ 2, it represents a graph comprising n ´ 2
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triangles sharing a common edge, which is referred to as a crown. For n, k satisfying 1 ă k ă n,
the graphs Tn,k are referred to as graphs of pyramids [31].

Theorem 18 ([31]). The graphs of pyramids are DS for every 1 ă k ă n.

Theorem 19 ([31]). The star graph Sn is DS if and only if n ´ 1 is prime.

To prove these theorems, a closed-form expression for the spectrum of Tn,k is derived
in [31], which also presents a generalized result. Subsequently, using Theorem 3, the
number of edges and triangles in any graph cospectral with Tn,k are calculated. Finally,
Schur’s theorem (Theorem 1) and Cauchy’s interlacing theorem (Theorem 2) are applied
in [31] to prove Theorems 18 and 19.

4.2. Complete Bipartite Graphs

By Theorem 19, the star graph Sn “ K1,n´1 is DS if and only if n ´ 1 is prime. By
Theorem 13, the regular complete bipartite graph Km,m is DS for every m P N. Here, we
generalize these results and provide a characterization for the DS property of Kp,q for every
p, q P N.

Theorem 20 ([12]). The spectrum of the complete bipartite graph Kp,q is
␣

´
?pq, r0sp`q´2,

?pq
(

.

This theorem can be proved by Theorem 1. An alternative simple proof is next presented.

Proof. The adjacency matrix of Kp,q is given by

ApKp,qq “

˜

0p,p Jp,q

Jq,p 0q,q

¸

P Rpp`qqˆpp`qq (34)

The rank of ApKp,qq is equal to 2, so the multiplicity of 0 as an eigenvalue is p ` q ´ 2. By
Corollary 3, the two remaining eigenvalues are given by ˘λ for some λ P R since the
eigenvalues sum to zero. Furthermore,

2λ2 “

p`q
ÿ

i“1

λ2
i “ 2 |EpKp,qq| “ 2pq, (35)

so λ “
?pq.

For p, q P N, the arithmetic and geometric means of p, q are, respectively, given by
AMpp, qq “ 1

2 pp ` qq and GMpp, qq “
?pq. The AM-GM inequality states that for every

p, q P N, we have GMpp, qq ď AMpp, qq with equality if and only if p “ q.

Definition 25. Let p, q P N. The two-element multiset tp, qu is said to be an AM-minimizer if it
attains the minimum arithmetic mean for their given geometric mean, i.e.,

AMpp, qq “ min
!

AMpa, bq : a, b P N, GMpa, bq “ GMpp, qq

)

(36)

“ min
!

1
2 pa ` bq : a, b P N, ab “ pq

)

. (37)

Example 4. The following are AM-minimizers:

• tk, ku for every k P N. By the AM-GM inequality, it is the only case where GMpp, qq “

AMpp, qq.
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• tp, qu where p, q are prime numbers. In this case, the following family of multisets

!

ta, bu : a, b P N, GMpa, bq “ GMpp, qq

)

(38)

only contains the two multisets tp, qu, tpq, 1u, and p ` q ď pq ă pq ` 1 since p, q ě 2.
• t1, qu where q is a prime number.

Theorem 21. The following holds for every p, q P N:

1. Let G be a graph that is cospectral with Kp,q. Then, up to isomorphism, G “ Ka,b YH (i.e.,
G is a disjoint union of the two graphs Ka,b and H), where H is an empty graph and a, b P N
satisfy GMpa, bq “ GMpp, qq.

2. The complete bipartite graph Kp,q is DS if and only if tp, qu is an AM-minimizer.

Remark 13. Item 2 of Theorem 21 is equivalent to Corollary 3.1 of [37], for which an alternative
proof is presented here.

Proof. (Proof of Theorem 21):

1. Let G be a graph cospectral with Kp,q. The number of edges in G equals the number
of edges in Kp,q, which is pq. As Kp,q is bipartite, so is G. Since ApGq is of rank 2, and
ApP3q has rank 3, it follows from the Cauchy’s Interlacing Theorem (Theorem 2) that
P3 is not an induced subgraph of G.
It is claimed that G has a single nonempty connected component. Suppose to the
contrary that G has (at least) two nonempty connected components H1,H2. For
i P t1, 2u, since Hi is a nonempty graph, ApHiq has at least one eigenvalue λ ‰ 0. Since
G is a simple graph, the sum of the eigenvalues of ApHiq is TrpApHiqq “ 0, so Hi has
at least one positive eigenvalue. Thus, the induced subgraph H1 Y H2 has at least
two positive eigenvalues while G has only one positive eigenvalue, which contradicts
Cauchy’s Interlacing Theorem.
Hence, G can be decomposed as G “ Ka,b YH where H is an empty graph. Since G and
Kp,q have the same number of edges, pq “ ab, so GMpp, qq “ GMpa, bq.

2. First, we will show that if tp, qu is not an AM-minimizer, then the graph Kp,q is not
A-DS. This is performed by finding a nonisomorphic graph to Kp,q that is A-cospectral
with it. By assumption, since tp, qu is not an AM-minimizer, there exist a, b P N
satisfying GMpa, bq “ GMpp, qq and a ` b ă p ` q. Define the graph G “ Ka,b _Kr

where r “ p ` q ´ a ´ b. Observe that r P N. The A-spectrum of both of these graphs
is given by

σApGq “ σApKp,qq “
␣

´
?

pq, r0spq´2,
?

pq
(

, (39)

so these two graphs are nonisomorphic and cospectral, which means that G is
not A-DS.
We next prove that if tp, qu is an AM-minimizer, then Kp,q is A-DS. Let G be a
graph that is cospectral with Kp,q. From the first part of this theorem, G “ Ka,b YH

where GMpa, bq “ GMpp, qq and H is an empty graph. Consequently, it follows
that AMpa, bq “ 1

2 pa ` bq ď 1
2 pp ` qq “ AMpp, qq. Since tp, qu is assumed to be an

AM-minimizer, it follows that AMpa, bq ě AMpp, qq, and thus equality holds. Both
equalities GMpa, bq “ GMpp, qq and AMpa, bq “ AMpp, qq can be satisfied simultane-
ously if and only if ta, bu “ tp, qu, so r “ p ` q ´ a ´ b “ 0 and G “ Kp,q.
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Corollary 6. Almost all of the complete bipartite graphs are not DS. More specifically, for every
n P N, there exists a single complete bipartite graph on n vertices that is DS.

Proof. Let n P N. By the fundamental theorem of arithmetic, there is a unique decomposition
n “

śk
i“1 pi where k P N and tpiu are prime numbers for every 1 ď i ď k. Consider the

family of multisets

D “

!

ta, bu : a, b P N, GMpa, bq “
?

n
)

. (40)

This family has 2k members since every prime factor pi of n should be in the prime
decomposition of a or b. Since the minimization of AMpa, bq under the equality constraint
GMpa, bq “

?
n forms a convex optimization problem, only one of the multisets in the

family D is an AM-minimizer. Thus, if n “
śk

i“1 pi, then the number of complete bipartite
graphs of n vertices is Op2kq, and (by Item 2 of Theorem 21) only one of them is DS.

4.3. Turán Graphs

The Turán graphs are a significant and well-studied class of graphs in extremal graph
theory, and they form an important family of multipartite complete graphs. Turán graphs
are particularly known for their role in Turán’s theorem, which provides a solution to
the problem of finding the maximum number of edges in a graph that does not contain a
complete subgraph of a given order [71]. Before delving into formal definitions, it is noted
that the distinction of the Turán graphs as multipartite complete graphs is that they are as
balanced as possible, ensuring their vertex sets are divided into parts of nearly equal size.

Definition 26. Let n1, . . . , nk be natural numbers. Define the complete k-partite graph

Kn1,...,nk “

k
ł

i“1

Kni . (41)

A graph is multipartite if it is k-partite for some k ě 2.

Definition 27. Let 2 ď k ď n. The Turán graph Tpn, kq (not to be confused with the graph of
pyramids Tn,k) is formed by partitioning a set of n vertices into k subsets, with sizes as equal as
possible, and then every two vertices are adjacent in that graph if and only if they belong to different
subsets. It is, therefore, expressed as the complete k-partite graph Kn1,...,nk , where |ni ´ nj| ď 1 for
all i, j P rks with i ‰ j. Let q and s be the quotient and remainder, respectively, of dividing n by k
(i.e., n “ qk ` s, s P t0, 1, . . . , k ´ 1u), and let n1 ď . . . ď nk. Then,

ni “

$

&

%

q, 1 ď i ď k ´ s,

q ` 1, k ´ s ` 1 ď i ď k.
(42)

By construction, the graph Tpn, kq has a clique of order k (any subset of vertices with a single
representative from each of the k subsets is a clique of order k), but it cannot have a clique of order
k ` 1 (since vertices from the same subset are nonadjacent). Note also that, by (42), the Turán graph
Tpn, kq is a q-regular graph if and only if n is divisible by k, and then q “ n

k .

Definition 28. Let q, k P N. Define the regular complete multipartite graph, Kk
q :“

k
Ž

i“1
Kq, to be

the k-partite graph with q vertices in each part. Observe that Kk
q “ Tpkq, kq.
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Let G be a simple graph on n vertices that does not contain a clique of order greater
than a fixed number k P N. Turán investigated a fundamental problem in extremal graph
theory of determining the maximum number of edges that G can have [71].

Theorem 22 (Turán’s Graph Theorem). Let G be a graph on n vertices with a clique of order at
most k for some k P N. Then,

|EpGq| ď |EpTpn, kqq| (43)

“

ˆ

1 ´
1
k

˙

n2 ´ s2

2
`

ˆ

s
2

˙

, s fi n ´ k
Z

n
k

^

. (44)

For a nice exposition of five different proofs of Turán’s Graph Theorem, the interested
reader is referred to Chapter 41 of [61].

Corollary 7. Let k P N, and let G be a graph on n vertices where ωpGq ď k and
|EpGq| “ |EpTpn, kqq|. Let G1 be a graph obtained by adding an arbitrary edge to G. Then,
ωpG1q ą k.

4.3.1. The Spectrum of the Turán Graph

Theorem 23 ([72]). Let k P N, and let n1 ď n2 ď . . . ď nk be natural numbers. Let
G “ Kn1,n2,...,nk be a complete multipartite graph on n “ n1 ` . . . nk vertices. Then,

• G has one positive eigenvalue, i.e., λ1pGq ą 0 and λ2pGq ď 0.
• G has 0 as an eigenvalue with multiplicity n ´ k.
• G has k ´ 1 negative eigenvalues, and

n1 ď ´λn´k`2pGq ď n2 ď ´λn´k`3pGq ď n3 ď . . . ď nk´1 ď ´λnpGq ď nk. (45)

Corollary 8. The spectrum of the regular complete k-partite graph Kq,...,q fi Kk
q is given by

σApKk
qq “

!

r´qsk´1, r0spq´1qk, qpk ´ 1q

)

. (46)

Proof. This readily follows from Theorem 23 by setting n1 “ . . . “ nk “ q.

Lemma 1 ([73]). Let Gi be ri-regular graphs on ni vertices for i P t1, 2u, with the adjacency
spectrum σApG1q “ pr1 “ µ1 ě µ2 ě ... ě µnq and σApG2q “ pr2 “ ν1 ě ν2 ě ... ě νnq. The
A-spectrum of G1 _ G2 is given by

σApG1 _ G2q “ tµiu
n1
i“2 Y tνiu

n2
i“2 Y

#

r1 ` r2 ˘
a

pr1 ´ r2q2 ` 4n1n2

2

+

. (47)

Theorem 24. Let q, s P N such that n “ kq ` s and 0 ď s ď k ´ 1. The following holds with
respect to the A-spectrum of Tpn, kq:

1. If 1 ď s ď k ´ 1, then the A-spectrum of the irregular Turán graph Tpn, kq is given by

σApTpn, kqq “

"

r´q ´ 1ss´1, r´qsk´s´1, r0sn´k
*

Y

#

1
2

„

n ´ 2q ´ 1 ˘

c

´

n ´ 2pq ` 1qs ` 1
¯2

` 4qpq ` 1qspk ´ sq

ȷ

+

. (48)
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2. If s “ 0, then q “ n
k , and the A-spectrum of the regular Turán graph Tpn, kq is given by

σApTpn, kqq “

!

r´qsk´1, r0sn´k, pk ´ 1qq
)

. (49)

Proof. Let 1 ď s ď k ´ 1. We next derive the A-spectrum of an irregular Turán graph
Tpn, kq in Item 1 of this theorem (i.e., its spectrum if n is not divisible by k since s ‰ 0). By
Corollary 8, the spectra of the regular graphs Kk´s

q and Ks
q`1 is

σApKk´s
q q “

!

r´qsk´s´1, r0spq´1qpk´sq, qpk ´ s ´ 1q

)

, (50)

σApKs
q`1q “

!

r´q ´ 1ss´1, r0sqs, pq ` 1qps ´ 1q

)

. (51)

The pk ´ sq-partite graph Kk´s
q is r1-regular with r1 “ qpk ´ s ´ 1q, the s-partite graph Ks

q`1

is r2-regular with r2 “ pq ` 1qps ´ 1q, and by Definition 27, we have Tpn, kq “ Kk´s
q _Ks

q`1.
Hence, by Lemma 1, the adjacency spectrum of Tpn, kq is given by

σApTpn, kqq “ σApKk´s
q _Ks

q`1q

“ S1 Y S2 Y S3, (52)

where

S1 “

!

r´qsk´s´1, r0spq´1qpk´sq
)

, (53)

S2 “

!

r´q ´ 1ss´1, r0sqs
)

, (54)

S3 “

"

r1 ` r2 ˘
a

pr1 ´ r2q2 ` 4n1n2

2

*

“

#

1
2

„

n ´ 2q ´ 1 ˘

c

´

n ´ 2pq ` 1qs ` 1
¯2

` 4qpq ` 1qspk ´ sq

ȷ

+

, (55)

where the last equality holds since, by the equality n “ kq ` s and the above expressions of
r1 and r2, it can be readily verified that r1 ` r2 “ n ´ 2q ´ 1 and r1 ´ r2 “ n ´ 2pq ` 1qs ` 1.
Finally, combining (52)–(55) gives the A-spectrum in (48) of an irregular Turán graph
Tpn, kq.

We next prove Item 2 of this theorem, referring to a regular Turán graph Tpn, kq (i.e., k|n
or, equivalently, s “ 0). In that case, we have Tpn, kq “ Kk

q where q “ n
k , so the A-spectrum

in (49) holds by Corollary 8.

Remark 14. In light of Theorem 24, if k ě 2, then the number of negative eigenvalues (including
multiplicities) of the adjacency matrix of the Turán graph Tpn, kq is k ´ 1 if the graph is regular
(i.e., if k|n), and it is k ´ 2 otherwise (i.e., if the graph is irregular). If k “ 1, which corresponds to
an empty graph (having no edges), then all eigenvalues are zeros (having no negative eigenvalues).
Furthermore, the adjacency matrix of Tpn, kq always has a single positive eigenvalue, which is of
multiplicity 1 irrespectively of the values of n and k. We rely on these properties later in this paper
(see Section 4.3.2).

Example 5. By Theorem 24, let us calculate the A-spectrum of the Turán graph Tp17, 7q, and
verify it numerically with the SageMath software [74]. Having n “ 17 and k “ 7 gives q “ 2 and
s “ 3, which by Theorem 24 implies that

σA
`

Tp17, 7q
˘

“

!

r´3s2, r´2s3, r0s10, 6p1 `
?

2q, 6p1 ´
?

2q

)

. (56)
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That has been numerically verified by programming in the SageMath software.

4.3.2. Turán Graphs Are DS

The main result of this subsection establishes that all Turán graphs are determined by
their A-spectrum. This result is equivalent to Theorem 3.3 in [37], while it also presents an
alternative proof that offers additional insights.

Theorem 25. The Turán graph Tpn, kq is A-DS.

In order to prove Theorem 25, we first introduce an auxiliary result from [75], followed
by several other lemmata.

Theorem 26 ([75] (Theorem 1)). Let G be a graph. Then, the following statements are equivalent:

• G has exactly one positive eigenvalue.
• G “ H Y Km for some m, where H is a nonempty complete multipartite graph. In other words,

the non-isolated vertices of G form a complete multipartite graph.

Proof of Theorem 25. Let G be a graph that is A-cospectral with Tpn, kq. Denote n “ qk ` s
for s, q P N such that 0 ď s ă k.

Lemma 2. The graph G does not have a clique of order k ` 1.

Proof. Suppose to the contrary that the graph G has a clique of order k ` 1, which means
that Kk`1 is an induced subgraph of G. The complete graph Kk`1 has k negative eigenvalues
(´1 with a multiplicity of k). On the other hand, G has at most k ´ 1 negative eigenvalues,
n ´ k zero eigenvalues, and exactly one positive eigenvalue; indeed, this follows from
Theorem 24 (see Remark 14), and since G and Tpn, kq are A-cospectral graphs. Hence, by
Cauchy’s Interlacing Theorem, every induced subgraph of G on k ` 1 vertices has at most
k ´ 1 negative eigenvalues (i.e., those eigenvalues interlaced between the negative and zero
eigenvalues of G that are placed at distance k ` 1 apart in a sorted list of the eigenvalues of
G in decreasing order). This contradicts our assumption of the existence of a clique of k ` 1
vertices because of the k negative eigenvalues of Kk`1.

Lemma 3. The graph G is a complete multipartite graph.

Proof. Since G has exactly one positive eigenvalue, which is of multiplicity one, we obtain
from Theorem 26 that G “ H Y Kℓ for some ℓ P N, where H is a nonempty multipartite
graph. We next show that ℓ “ 0. Suppose to the contrary that ℓ ě 1, and let v be an isolated
vertex of Kℓ. Since H is a nonempty graph, there exists a vertex u P VpHq. Let G1 be the
graph obtained from G by adding the single edge tv, uu. By Lemma 2, G does not have a
clique of order k ` 1. Hence, G1 does not have a clique of order k ` 1 either, contradicting
Corollary 7. Hence, G “ H.

Lemma 4. The graph G is a complete k-partite graph.

Proof. By Lemma 3, G is a complete multipartite graph. Let r be the number of partite
subsets in the vertex set VpGq. We show that r “ k, which then gives that G is a complete
k-partite graph. By Lemma 2, G does not have a clique of order k ` 1. Hence, r ď k. Suppose
to the contrary that r ă k. Since G is a complete r-partite graph, the largest order of a clique
in G is r. Let G1 be a graph obtained from G by adding an edge between two vertices within
the same partite subset. The graph G1 becomes an pr ` 1q-partite graph. Consequently,
the maximum order of a clique in G1 is at most r ` 1 ď k. The graph G1 has exactly one
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more edge than G. Since G is A-cospectral to Tpn, kq, it has the same number of edges as in
Tpn, kq. Hence, G1 contains more edges than Tpn, kq, while also lacking a clique of order
k ` 1. This contradicts Corollary 7, so we conclude that r “ k.

Let n1, n2, . . . , nk P N be the number of vertices in each partite subset of the complete
k-partite graph G, i.e., G “ Kn1,n2,...,nk . Then, the next two lemmata subsequently hold.

Lemma 5. For all i P rks, ni ď q ` 1.

Proof. Suppose to the contrary that there exists a partite subset in the complete k-partite
graph G with more than q ` 1 vertices. Let P1 be such a partite subset, and suppose without
loss of generality that n1 “ |P1| ě q ` 1. By the pigeonhole principle, there exists a partite
subset of G with at most q vertices (since

ř

iPrks ni “ n “ kq ` s, where 0 ď s ď k ´ 1). Let
P2 be such a partite subset of G, and suppose without loss of generality that n2 “ |P2| ď q.
Let G1 be the graph obtained from G by removing a vertex v P P1, adding a new vertex
u to P2, and connecting u to all the vertices outside its partite subset. The new graph G1

is also k-partite, so it does not contain a clique of order greater than k. Furthermore, by
construction, G1 has more edges than G, so

ˇ

ˇEpG1q
ˇ

ˇ ą
ˇ

ˇEpGq
ˇ

ˇ “
ˇ

ˇEpTpn, kqq
ˇ

ˇ. (57)

Hence, G1 is a graph with no clique of order greater than k, and it has more edges than
Tpn, kq. That contradicts Theorem 22, so tniu

k
i“1 cannot include any element that is larger

than q ` 1.

Lemma 6. For all i P rks, ni ě q.

Proof. The proof of this lemma is analogous to the proof of Lemma 5. Suppose to the
contrary that there exists a partite subset of G with less than q vertices. Let P1 be such a
partite subset, so p1 fi

ˇ

ˇP1
ˇ

ˇ ă q. By the pigeonhole principle, there exists a partition with
at least q ` 1 vertices. Let P2 be such a partite subset set, and let its number of vertices be
denoted by p2 fi |P2| ě q ` 1. Let G1 be the graph obtained by removing a vertex v P P2,
adding a new vertex u to P1, and connecting the vertex u to all the vertices outside its
partite subset. G1 is k-partite, so it does not contain a clique of order greater than k, and G1

has more edges than G so (57) holds. Hence, G1 is a graph with no clique of order greater
than k, and it has more edges than Tpn, kq. That contradicts Theorem 22, so tniu

k
i“1 cannot

include any element that is smaller than q.

By Lemmas 5 and 6, we conclude that ni P tq, q ` 1u for every 1 ď i ď k ´ 1. Let α be
the number of partite subsets of q vertices and β be the number of partite subsets of q ` 1
vertices. Since G has n vertices, where

ř

ni “ n, it follows that qα ` pq ` 1qβ “ n. Moreover,
G is k-partite, so it follows that α ` β “ k. This gives the linear system of equations

˜

q q ` 1
1 1

¸˜

α

β

¸

“

˜

n
k

¸

, (58)

which has the single solution

α “ k ´ s, β “ n ´ qk “ s. (59)

Hence, G “ Tpn, kq, which completes the proof of Theorem 25.
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Remark 15. The proof of Theorem 25 is an alternative proof of Theorem 3.3 in [37]. While both
proofs rely on Theorem 26, which is Theorem 1 of [75], our proof relies on the adjacency spectral
characterization in Theorem 24, noteworthy in its own right, and further builds upon a sequence of
results presented in Lemmata 2–6. On the other hand, the proof of Theorem 3.3 in [37] relies on
Theorem 26, but then deviates substantially from our proof (see Lemmata 2.4 and 2.5 in [37] and
Theorem 3.1 in [37] and serves to prove Theorem 25).

4.4. Line Graphs

Among the various studied transformations on graphs, the line graphs of graphs are
one of the most studied transformations [76]. We first introduce their definition, and then
address the spectral graph determination properties.

Definition 29. The line graph of a graph G, denoted by ℓpGq, is a graph whose vertices are the
edges in G, and two vertices are adjacent in ℓpGq if the corresponding edges are incident in G.

A notable spectral property of line graphs is that all the eigenvalues of their adjacency
matrix are greater than or equal to ´2 (see, e.g., [76] (Theorem 4.6)). For the determination
of all graphs whose spectrum is bounded from below by ´2, the interested reader is referred
to [76] (Section 4.5).

The following theorem characterizes some families of line graphs that are DS.

Theorem 27. The following line graphs are DS:

1. The line graph of the complete graph Kk, where k ě 4 and k ‰ 8 (see [4] (Theorem 4.1.7));
2. The line graph of the complete bipartite graph Kk,k, where k ě 2 and k ‰ 4 (see [4]

(Theorem 4.1.8));
3. The line graph ℓpC6q (see [4] (Proposition 4.1.5));
4. The line graph of the complete bipartite graph Km,n, where m ` n ě 19 and tm, nu ‰

t2s2 ` s, 2s2 ´ su with s P N (see [4] (Proposition 4.1.18)).

Remark 16. In regard to Item 1 of Theorem 27, the line graphs of complete graphs are referred to
as triangular graphs. These are strongly regular graphs with the parameters srgp 1

2 kpk ´ 1q, 2pk ´

2q, k ´ 2, 4q, where k ě 4. For k “ 8, the corresponding triangular graph is cospectral and
nonisomorphic to the three Chang graphs (see Remark 4), which are strongly regular graphs
srgp28, 12, 6, 4q.

We next prove the following result in regard to the Petersen graph, which appears
in [4] (Problem 4.3) and [51] (Section 10.3) (without a proof).

Corollary 9. The Petersen graph is DS.

Proof. The Petersen graph is known to be isomorphic to the complement of the line graph
of the complete graph K5 (i.e., it is isomorphic to ℓpK5q. By Item 1 of Theorem 27, the line
graph ℓpK5q is DS. It is also a 6-regular graph (as the line graph of a d-regular graph is
p2d ´ 2q-regular and K5 is a 4-regular graph). Consequently, by Item 5 of Theorem 13, the
complement of ℓpK5q is also DS.

The following definition and theorem provide further elaboration on Item 2 of
Theorem 27.

Definition 30 ([51] (Section 1.1.8)). The Hamming graph Hp2, qq, where q ě 2, has the vertex
set rqs ˆ rqs, and any two vertices are adjacent if and only if they differ in one coordinate (i.e., their
Hamming distance is equal to 1). These are also referred to lattice graphs, and denoted by L2pqq.
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The Lattice graph L2pqq, where q ě 2, is also the line graph of the complete bipartite graph Kq,q, and
it is a strongly regular graph with parameters srgpq2, 2pq ´ 1q, q ´ 2, 2q.

Theorem 28 ([77]). The lattice graph L2pqq is a strongly regular DS graph for all q ‰ 4. For
q “ 4, the graph L2p4q is not DS since it is cospectral and nonisomorphic to the Shrikhande graph,
which are nonisomorphic strongly regular graphs with the common parameters srgp16, 6, 4, 2q.

The following result provides an interesting connection between A and Q-cospectralities
of graphs.

Theorem 29 ([4] (Proposition 7.8.5)). If two graphs are Q-cospectral, then their line graphs are
A-cospectral.

4.5. Nice Graphs

The family referred to as “nice graphs” has been recently introduced in [9].

Definition 31.

• A graph G is sunlike if it is connected and can be obtained from a cycle C by adding some
vertices and connecting each of them to some vertex in C.

• Let l, k P N. A sunlike graph G is pl, kq-nice if it can be obtained by a cycle Cℓ and

– There is a single vertex v1 P VpCℓq of degree 3.
– There are k vertices u1, . . . , uk P VpCℓq of degree 4. Let U “ tu1, . . . , uku.
– By starting a walk on Cℓ from v1 at some orientation, then after 4 or 6 steps, we get to

a vertex u1 P U . Then, after another 4 or 6 steps from u1 we get to u2 P U , and so on,
until we get to the vertex uk P U .

Theorem 30 ([9]). Let l, k P N such that l ” 2 pmod 4q. Let G be an pl, kq-nice graph. If the order
of G is a prime number greater than some n0 P N, then the line graph ℓpGq is DS.

A more general class of graphs is introduced in [9], where it is shown that for every
sufficiently large n P N, the number of nonisomorphic n-vertex DS graphs is at least ecn for
some positive constant c (see [9] (Theorem 1.4)). This recent result represents a significant
advancement in the study of Haemers’ conjecture because the earlier lower bounds on the
number of nonisomorphic n-vertex DS graphs were all of the form ec

?
n, for some positive

constant c. As noted in [9], the first form of such a lower bound was derived by van Dam
and Haemers [13] (Proposition 6), who proved that a graph G is DS if every connected
component of G is a complete subgraph, leading to a lower bound that is approximately of

the form ec
?

n with c “

b

2
3 π. Therefore, the transition to a lower bound in [9] that scales

exponentially with n, rather than with
?

n, is both remarkable and noteworthy.

4.6. Friendship Graphs and Their Generalization

The next theorem considers whether friendship graphs (see Definition 20) can be
uniquely determined by the spectra of four of their associated matrices.

Theorem 31. The friendship graph Fp satisfies the following properties: It is DS if and only if
p ‰ 16 (i.e., the friendship graph is DS unless it has 16 triangles) [63], L-DS [78], Q-DS [70], and
L-DS [14].

The friendship graph Fp, where p P N, can be expressed in the form Fp “ K1 _ppK2q

(see Figure 3). The last observation follows from a property of a generalized friendship
graph, which is defined as follows.
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Definition 32. Let p, q P N. The generalized friendship graph is given by Fp,q “ K1 _ppKqq.
Note that Fp,2 “ Fp.

The following theorem addresses the conditions under which generalized friendship
graphs can be uniquely determined by the spectra of their normalized Laplacian matrix.

Theorem 32. The generalized friendship graph Fp,q is L-DS if and only if q ě 2 or both q “ 1 and
p “ 2 [14].

Corollary 10. The friendship graph Fp is L-DS [14].

4.7. Strongly Regular Graphs

Strongly regular graphs with an identical vector of parameters pn, d, λ, µq are cospectral
but may not be isomorphic (see, Corollary 4, Remark 4, and Theorem 28). For that reason,
strongly regular graphs are not necessarily determined by their spectrum. There are,
however, infinite families of strongly regular DS graphs:

Theorem 33 ([1] (Proposition 14.5.1)). If n ‰ 8, m ‰ 4, a ě 2, and ℓ ě 2, then the disjoint
union of identical complete graphs aKℓ, the line graph of a complete graph ℓpKnq, and the line graph
of a complete bipartite graph with partite sets of equal size ℓpKm,mq, as well as their complements,
are strongly regular DS graphs.

We next show that, although connected strongly regular graphs are not generally DS,
the property of strong regularity, as well as the four parameters that characterize strongly
regular graphs can be determined by the spectrum of their adjacency matrix.

Theorem 34. Let G be a connected strongly regular graph. Then, its strong regularity, the vector of
parameters pn, d, λ, µq, Lovász ϑ-function ϑpGq, number of edges and triangles, girth, and diameter
can all be determined by its A-spectrum.

Proof. The order of a graph n is determined by the A-spectrum, which is the number of
eigenvalues (including multiplicities). By Theorem 4, the regularity of a graph is determined
by its A-spectrum. By Item 5 of Theorem 5, a connected regular graph is strongly regular
if and only if it has three distinct eigenvalues. Hence, the strong regularity property of
G is determined by its A-spectrum. For such a connected regular, the largest eigenvalue
is simple, λ1 “ d, and the other two distinct eigenvalues of the adjacency matrix of G are
given by λ2 and λn with λn ă λ2. We next show that the number of common neighbors
of any pair of adjacent vertices (λ), and the number of common neighbors of any pair of
nonadjacent vertices (µ) in G are, respectively, given by

λ “ λ1 ` p1 ` λ2qp1 ` λnq ´ 1, (60)

µ “ λ1 ` λ2λn. (61)

So, these parameters are explicitly expressed in terms of the adjacency spectrum of the
strongly regular graph. Indeed, by Theorem 5, the second-largest and least eigenvalues of
the adjacency matrix of G are given by

$

&

%

λ2 “ 1
2

´

λ ´ µ `
a

pλ ´ µq2 ` 4pd ´ µq

¯

,

λn “ 1
2

´

λ ´ µ ´
a

pλ ´ µq2 ` 4pd ´ µq

¯

,
(62)
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from which it follows that (noting that d “ λ1)

$

&

%

λ2 ` λn “ λ ´ µ,

λ2λn “ µ ´ λ1.
(63)

This gives (60) and (61) from, respectively, the second equality in (63) and by adding the
two equalities in (63).

The Lovász ϑ-function of a strongly regular graph is given by (see [59] (Proposition 1))

ϑpGq “ ´
nλn

d ´ λn
, (64)

so ϑpGq is determined by its A-spectrum since the strong regularity property of G was first
determined. The number of edges of a d-regular graph G is given by 1

2 nd, and the number
of triangles of the strongly regular graph G is given by 1

6 ndλ, so they are both determined
once the four parameters of the strongly regular graphs are revealed. The diameter of a
connected strongly regular graph is equal to 2 (note that complete graphs are excluded
from the family of strongly regular graphs). Finally, the girth of the strongly regular graph
G is determined as follows [79]:

1. If λ ą 0, then the girth of G is equal to 3;
2. If λ “ 0 and µ ě 2, then the girth of G is equal to 4;
3. If λ “ 0 and µ “ 1, then the girth of G is equal to 5.

Remark 17. A strongly regular graph is connected if and only if µ ą 0.

By [12] (Proposition 2), no pair of A-cospectral graphs exists where one graph is regular
and the other is not. The following result extends this observation to strong regularity.

Corollary 11. There are no two A-cospectral connected graphs where one is strongly regular and
the other is not.

Proof. For a connected strongly regular graph, the strong regularity is determined by the
A-spectrum.

Another corollary that follows from Theorem 34 applies to strongly regular DS graphs.

Corollary 12. Let G be a connected strongly regular graph such that there is no other nonisomorphic
strongly regular graph with an identical vector of parameters pn, d, λ, µq. Then, G is a DS graph.

Corollary 12 naturally raises the following question.

Question 1. Which connected strongly regular graphs are determined by their vector of parameters
pn, d, λ, µq?

A partial answer to Question 1 is provided below.
By Corollary 12, for connected strongly regular graphs, there exists an equivalence

between their spectral determination (due to their regularity and in light of Theorem 14,
which is based on the spectrum of their adjacency, Laplacian, or signless Laplacian matrices)
and the uniqueness of these graphs for the given parameter vector pn, d, λ, µq.

The study of the number of nonisomorphic strongly regular graphs corresponding to
a given set of parameters has been extensively explored. For example, by Theorem 28, there
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is a unique (up to isomorphism) strongly regular graph of the form srgpq2, 2pq ´ 1q, q ´ 2, 2q

for any given q ě 2 with q ‰ 4. Specifically, this implies the uniqueness of srgp36, 10, 4, 2q

(setting q “ 6). On the other hand, a computer search by McKay and Spence established
that there are 32,548 strongly regular graphs of the form srgp36, 15, 6, 6q, so none of them is
DS (by Corollary 12).

Further results on the uniqueness or non-uniqueness of strongly regular graphs with
a given parameter vector pn, d, λ, µq can be found in [80] and the references therein. Infinite
families of strongly regular DS graphs are presented in Theorem 33. Some known sporadic,
strongly regular DS graphs are listed in [12] (Table 2), with an update in [13] (Table 1). The
uniqueness of further strongly regular graphs with given parameter vectors, which makes
them, therefore, DS graphs, was established, e.g., in [81–85].

A combination of [13] (Table 1) and Corollary 9 implies that, apart from complete
graphs on fewer than three vertices and all complete bipartite regular graphs (which are
known to be DS, as stated in Item 2 of Theorem 13), also all the seven currently known
triangle-free strongly regular graphs (see [86]) are DS. These include the following:

• The Pentagon graph C5 that is srgp5, 2, 0, 1q (by Item 2 of Theorem 13, and see [51]
(Section 10.1));

• The Petersen graph srgp10, 3, 0, 1q (by Corollary 9, and see [51] (Section 10.3));
• Clebsch graph srgp16, 5, 0, 2q (see [51] (Section 10.7));
• Hoffman–Singleton srg srgp50, 7, 0, 1q (see [51] (Section 10.19));
• Gewirtz graph srgp56, 10, 0, 2q (see [51] (Section 10.20));
• Mesner (M22) graph srgp77, 16, 0, 4q (see [51] (Section 10.27) and [81]);
• Higman–Sims graph srgp100, 22, 0, 6q (see [51] (Section 10.31) and [85]).

An up-to-date list of strongly regular DS graphs—strongly regular graphs that are
uniquely determined by their parameter vectors—as well as the number of strongly regular
NICS graphs for given parameter vectors, is available on Brouwer’s website [87]. An
exclamation mark placed to the left of a parameter vector pn, d, λ, µq, when it is without
a preceding number, indicates a strongly regular DS graph. In contrast, an exclamation
mark preceded by a natural number greater than 1 specifies the number of strongly regular
NICS graphs with the corresponding parameter vector. For example, as shown in [87],
strongly regular graphs with the parameter vectors p13, 6, 2, 3q, p15, 6, 1, 3q, p17, 8, 3, 4q, and
p21, 10, 3, 6q, among others, are DS graphs. On the other hand, according to [87], there are
15 strongly regular NICS graphs with the parameter vector p25, 12, 5, 6q, 10 strongly regular
NICS graphs with the parameter vector p26, 10, 3, 4q, and so forth.

To conclude, as strongly regular NICS graphs are not DS, L-DS, or Q-DS, we were
recently informed of ongoing research by Cioaba et al. [88], which investigates the spectral
properties of higher-order Laplacian matrices associated with these graphs. This research
demonstrates that the spectra of these new matrices can distinguish some of the strongly
regular NICS graphs. However, in other cases, strongly regular NICS graphs remain
indistinguishable even with the spectra of these higher-order Laplacian matrices.

5. Graph Operations for the Construction of Cospectral Graphs
This section presents such graph operations, focusing on unitary and binary trans-

formations that enable the systematic construction of cospectral graphs. These operations
are designed to preserve the spectral properties of the original graph while potentially
altering its structure, thereby producing nonisomorphic graphs with identical eigenvalues.
By employing these techniques, one can generate diverse examples of cospectral graphs,
which offer valuable tools for investigating the limitations of spectral characterization and
exploring the boundaries between graphs that are or are not determined by their spectrum,
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which then relates the scope of the present section to Section 4, which deals with graphs or
graph families that are determined by their spectrum.

5.1. Coalescence

A construction of cospectral trees has been offered in [11], implying that almost all
trees are not DS.

Definition 33. Let G1 “ pV1, E1q,G2 “ pV2, E2q be two graphs with n1, n2 vertices, respectively.
Let v1 P V1 and v2 P V2 be an arbitrary choice of vertices in both graphs. The coalescence of G1

and G2 with respect to v1 and v2 is the graph with n1 ` n2 ´ 1 vertices, obtained by the union of
G1 and G2 where v1 and v2 are identified as the same vertex in the united graph.

Theorem 35. Let G1 “ pV1, E1q,G2 “ pV2, E2q be two cospectral graphs, and let v1 P V1 and
v2 P V2 be an arbitrary choice of vertices in both graphs. Let H1 and H2 be the subgraphs of G1 and
G2 that are induced by V1ztv1u and V2ztv2u, respectively. Let Γ be a graph and u P VpΓq. If H1

and H2 are cospectral, then the coalescence of G1 and Γ with respect to v1 and u is cospectral to the
coalescence of G2 and Γ with respect to v2 and u.

Combinatorial arguments that rely on the coalescence operation on graphs lead to
a striking asymptotic result in [11], which states that the fraction of n-vertex trees with
cospectral and nonisomorphic mates, which are also trees, approaches one as n tends to
infinity. Consequently, the fraction of the n-vertex nonisomorphic trees that are determined
by their spectrum (DS) approaches zero as n tends to infinity. In other words, this means
that almost all trees are not DS (with respect to their adjacency matrix) [11].

5.2. Seidel Switching

Seidel switching is one of the well-known methods for the construction of
cospectral graphs.

Definition 34. Let G be a graph, and let U Ď VpGq. Constructing a graph GU by preserving all
the edges in G between vertices within U , as well as all edges in G between vertices within the
complement set U c “ VpGqzU , while modifying adjacency and nonadjacency between any two
vertices where one is in U and the other is in U c, is referred to (up to isomorphism) as Seidel
switching of G with respect to U .

By Definition 34, the Seidel switching of G with respect to U is equivalent to its Seidel
switching with respect to U c. Let ApGq and ApGU q be the adjacency matrices of a graph G

and its Seidel switching GU , and let AU and AU c be the matrices of ApGq that, respectively,
refer to the adjacency matrices of the subgraphs of G induced by U and U c. Then, for some
B P t0, 1u|U c|ˆ|U |, we obtain

ApGq “

˜

AU BT

B AU c

¸

, (65)

and by Definition 34,

ApGU q “

˜

AU BT

B AU c

¸

, (66)

where B is obtained from B by interchanging zeros and ones. If G is a regular graph, the
following is a necessary and sufficient condition for GU to be a regular graph of the same
degree of its vertices.
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Theorem 36 ([4] (Proposition 1.1.7)). Let G be a d-regular graph on n vertices. Then, GU is also
d-regular if and only if U induces a regular subgraph of degree k, where |U | “ n ´ 2pd ´ kq.

The next result shows the relevance of Seidel switching for the construction of regular
and cospectral graphs.

Theorem 37 ([4] (Proposition 1.1.8)). Let G be a d-regular graph, U Ď VpGq, and let GU be
obtained from G by Seidel switching. If GU is also a d-regular graph, then G and GU are cospectral
(and due to their regularity, they are X -cospectral for every X P tA, L, Q,Lu).

Remark 18. Theorem 37 provides a method for finding cospectral regular graphs. These graphs may
be, however, also isomorphic. If the graphs are nonisomorphic, then it gives a pair of NICS graphs.

Remark 19. A regular graph G on n vertices cannot be switched into another regular graph if n is
odd (see [4] (Corollary 4.1.10)), which means that the conditions in Theorem 37 cannot be satisfied
for any regular graph of an odd order.

Remark 20. Seidel switching determines an equivalence relation on graphs. This follows from the
fact that switching with respect to a subset U P VpGq, and then with respect to a subset V P VpGq,
is the same as switching with respect to pVzUq Y pUzVq (see [4] (p. 18)).

Example 6. The Shrikhande graph can be obtained through Seidel switching applied to the line
graph ℓpK4,4q with respect to four independent vertices of the latter (see [4] (Example 1.2.4)). Both
are 6-regular graphs (hence, they are cospectral graphs by Theorem 37). Moreover, the former graph
is a strongly regular graph srgp16, 6, 2, 2q, whereas the line graph ℓpK4,4q is not. Consequently,
these are nonisomorphic and cospectral (NICS) 6-regular graphs on 16 vertices.

5.3. The Godsil and McKay Method

Another construction of cospectral pairs of graphs was offered by Godsil and McKay
in [24].

Theorem 38. Let G be a graph with an adjacency matrix of the form

ApGq “

˜

B N
NT C

¸

(67)

where the sum of each column in N P t0, 1ubˆc is either 0, b or b
2 . Let pN be the matrix obtained by

replacing each column c in N whose sum of elements is b
2 with its complement 1n ´ c. Then, the

modified graph pG whose adjacency matrix is given by

AppGq “

˜

B pN
pNT C

¸

(68)

is cospectral with G.

Two examples of pairs of NICS graphs are presented in Section 1.8.3 of [1].

5.4. Graphs Resulting from the Duplication and Corona Graphs

Definition 35 ([89]). Let G be a graph with a vertex set VpGq “ tv1, . . . , vnu, and consider a copy
of G with a vertex set G “ tu1, . . . , unu, where ui is a duplicate of the vertex vi. For each i P rns,
connect the vertex ui to all the neighbors of vi in G, and then delete all edges in G. Similarly, for
each i P rns, connect the vertex vi to all the neighbors of ui in the copied graph, and then delete all
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edges in the copied graph. The resulting graph, which has 2n vertices, is called the duplication
graph of G, and is denoted by DupGq (see Figure 4).

Figure 4. The duplication graph DupC5q (see Definition 35).

Definition 36 ([90]). Let G1 and G2 be graphs on disjoint vertex sets of n1 and n2 vertices, and
with m1 and m2 edges, respectively. The corona of G1 and G2, denoted by G1 ˝ G2, is a graph on
n1 ` n1n2 vertices obtained by taking one copy of G1 and n1 copies of G2, and then connecting, for
each i P rn1s, the i-th vertex of G1 to each vertex in the i-th copy of G2 (see Figure 5).

Figure 5. The corona graph C4 ˝ p2K1q (see Definition 36). It is composed of one copy of C4 (referring
to the black vertices) and four copies of 2K1 (referring to the red vertices).

Definition 37 ([91]). The edge corona of G1 and G2, denoted by G1♢G2, is defined as the graph
obtained by taking one copy of G1 and m1 “

ˇ

ˇEpG1q
ˇ

ˇ copies of G2, and then connecting, for each
j P rm1s, the two end-vertices of the j-th edge of G1 to every vertex in the j-th copy of G2 (see
Figure 6).

Figure 6. The edge-corona graph C4♢P3 (see Definition 37).

Definition 38. Let G1 and G2 be graphs with disjoint vertex sets of n1 and n2 vertices, re-
spectively. Let DupG1q be the duplication graph of G1 with vertex set VpG1q Y UpG1q, where
VpG1q “ tv1, . . . , vn1u and with the duplicated vertex set UpG1q “ tu1, . . . , un1u (see Defini-
tion 35). The duplication corona graph, denoted by G1 a G2, is the graph obtained from DupG1q

and n1 copies of G2 by connecting, for each i P rn1s, the vertex vi P VpG1q of the graph DupG1q to
every vertex in the i-th copy of G2 (see Figure 7).
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Figure 7. The duplication corona graph C4 a K2 (see Definition 38).

Definition 39. Let G1 and G2 be graphs with disjoint vertex sets of n1 and n2 vertices, respec-
tively. Let DupG1q be the duplication graph of G1 with the vertex set VpG1q Y UpG1q, where
VpG1q “ tv1, . . . , vn1u and the duplicated vertex set UpG1q “ tu1, . . . , un1u (see Definition 35).
The duplication neighborhood corona, denoted by G1 �G2, is the graph obtained from DupG1q and
n1 copies of G2 by connecting the neighbors of the vertex vi P VpG1q of DupG1q to every vertex in
the i-th copy of G2 for i P rn1s (see Figure 8).

Figure 8. The duplication neighborhood corona K3 �K2 (see Definition 39).

Definition 40. Let G1 and G2 be graphs with disjoint vertex sets of n1 and n2 vertices, re-
spectively. Let DupG1q be the duplication graph of G1 with vertex set VpG1q Y UpG1q, where
VpG1q “ tv1, . . . , vn1u is the vertex set of G1 and UpG1q “ tu1, . . . , un1u is the duplicated vertex
set. The duplication edge corona, denoted by G1 ‘ G2, is the graph obtained from DupG1q and
ˇ

ˇEpG1q
ˇ

ˇ copies of G2 by connecting each of the two vertices vi, vj P VpG1q of DupG1q to every vertex
in the k-th copy of G2 whenever tvi, vju “ ek P EpG1q (see Figure 9).

Figure 9. The duplication edge corona K3 ‘ K2 (see Definition 40).

Definition 41. Consider two graphs G1 and G2 with n1 and n2 vertices and, respectively. The
closed neighborhood corona of G1 and G2, denoted by G1 bG2, is a new graph obtained by creating
n1 copies of G2. Each vertex of the ith copy of G2 is then connected to the ith vertex and neighborhood
of the ith vertex of G1 (see Figure 10).
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Figure 10. The closed neighborhood corona of the 4-length cycle C4 and the triangle K3, denoted by
C4 bK3 (see Definition 41).

Theorem 39 ([92]). Let G1,H1 be r1-regular, cospectral graphs, and let G2 and H2 be r2-regular,
cospectral, and nonisomorphic (NICS) graphs. Then, the following holds:

• The duplication corona graphs G1 a G2 and H1 a H2 are tA, L, Qu-NICS irregular graphs.
• The duplication neighborhood corona G1 � G2 and H1 � H2 are tA, L, Qu-NICS

irregular graphs.
• The duplication edge corona G1 ‘ G2 and H1 ‘ H2 are tA, L, Qu-NICS irregular graphs.

Question 2. Are the irregular graphs in Theorem 39 also cospectral with respect to the normalized
Laplacian matrix?

Theorem 40 ([93]). Let G1 and G2 be cospectral regular graphs, and let H be an arbitrary graph.
Then, the following holds:

• The closed neighborhood corona G1 bH and G2 bH are tA, L, Qu-NICS irregular graphs.
• The closed neighborhood corona HbG1 and HbG2 are tA, L, Qu-NICS irregular graphs.

Question 3. Are the irregular graphs in Theorem 40 also cospectral with respect to the normalized
Laplacian matrix?

5.5. Graph Constructions Based on the Subdivision and Bipartite Incidence Graphs

Definition 42 ([4]). Let G be a graph. The subdivision graph of G, denoted by SpGq, is obtained
from G by inserting a new vertex into every edge of G. Subdivision is the process of adding a new
vertex along an edge, effectively splitting the edge into two edges connected in series through the
new vertex (see Figure 11).

Figure 11. The subdivision graph of a 4-length cycle, denoted by SpC4q, which is an 8-length cycle C8

(see Definition 42).

Definition 43 ([94]). Let G be a graph. The bipartite incidence graph of G, denoted by BpGq, is a
bipartite graph constructed as follows: For each edge e P G, a new vertex ue is added to the vertex
set of G. The vertex ue is then made adjacent to both endpoints of e in G (see Figure 12).
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Figure 12. The bipartite incidence graph of a length-4 cycle C4, denoted by BpC4q (see Definition 43).

Let G1 and G2 be two vertex-disjoint graphs with n1 and n2 vertices, and m1 and m2

edges, respectively. Four binary operations on these graphs are defined as follows.

Definition 44. The subdivision-vertex-bipartite-vertex join of graphs G1 and G2, denoted
SpG1q :_ BpG2q, is the graph obtained from SpG1q and BpG2q by connecting each vertex of VpG1q

(that is the subset of the original vertices in the vertex set of SpG1q) with every vertex of VpG2q (that
is the subset of the original vertices in the vertex set of BpG2q).

By Definitions 42, 43, and 44, it follows that the graph SpG1q :_ BpG2q has n1 ` n2 `

m1 ` m2 vertices and n1n2 ` 2m1 ` 3m2 edges. Figure 13 displays the graph SpC4q :_ BpP3q.

Figure 13. The graph SpC4q :_ BpP3q (see Definition 44). The black vertices represent the vertices of
the length-4 cycle C4 and the vertices of the path P3. The additional vertices in the subdivision graph
SpC4q are the four red vertices located at the bottom of this figure (as shown in Figure 11). Similarly,
the additional vertices in the bipartite incidence graph of the path P3 are the two red vertices located
at the top of this figure. The edges of the graph include the following: edges connecting each black
vertex of C4 to each black vertex of P3, edges between the black and red vertices at the bottom of
the figure (that correspond to the subdivision of C4), and the four (light blue) edges connecting the
two top red vertices to the top black vertices of the figure (that correspond to the bipartite incidence
graph of P3).

Definition 45. The subdivision-edge-bipartite-edge join of G1 and G2, denoted by SpG1q
“
_ BpG2q,

is the graph obtained from SpG1q and BpG2q by connecting each vertex of VpSpG1qqzVpG1q (that is
the subset of the added vertices in the vertex set of SpG1q) with every vertex of VpBpG2qqzVpG2q

(that is the subset of the added vertices in the vertex set of BpG2q).

By Definitions 42, 43, and 45, it follows that the graph SpG1q
“
_ BpG2q has n1 ` n2 `

m1 ` m2 vertices and m1m2 ` 2m1 ` 3m2 edges. Figure 14 displays the graph SpC4q
“
_ BpP3q.

Figure 14. The graph SpC4q
“
_ BpP3q (see Definition 45). In comparison to Figure 13, edges connecting

each black vertex of C4 to each black vertex of P3 are deleted and replaced in this figure by edges
connecting each red vertex of C4 to each red vertex of P3.
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Definition 46. The subdivision-edge-bipartite-vertex join of G1 and G2, denoted by SpG1q
¨
_ BpG2q,

is the graph obtained from SpG1q and BpG2q by connecting each vertex of VpSpG1qqzVpG1q (that is
the subset of the added vertices in the vertex set of SpG1q) with every vertex of VpG2q (that is the
subset of the original vertices in the vertex set of BpG2q).

By Definitions 42, 43, and 46, it follows that the graph SpG1q
¨
_ BpG2q has n1 ` n2 `

m1 ` m2 vertices and m1n2 ` 2m1 ` 3m2 edges. Figure 15 displays the graph SpC4q
¨
_ BpP3q.

Figure 15. The graph SpC4q
¨

_ BpP3q (see Definition 46). In comparison to Figure 13, edges connecting
each black vertex of C4 to each black vertex of P3 are deleted and replaced in this figure by edges
connecting each red vertex of C4 to each black vertex of P3.

Definition 47. The subdivision-vertex-bipartite-edge join of G1 and G2, denoted by SpG1q
¨

_ BpG2q,
is the graph obtained from SpG1q and BpG2q by connecting each vertex of VpG1q (that is the subset
of the original vertices in the vertex set of SpG1q) with every vertex of VpBpG2qqzVpG2q (that is the
subset of the added vertices in the vertex set of BpG2q).

By Definitions 42, 43, and 47, it follows that the graph SpG1q
¨

_ BpG2q has n1 ` n2 `

m1 ` m2 vertices and n1m2 ` 2m1 ` 3m2 edges. Figure 16 displays the graph SpC4q
¨

_ BpP3q.

Figure 16. The graph SpC4q
¨

_ BpP3q (see Definition 47). In comparison to Figure 13, edges connecting
each black vertex of C4 to each black vertex of P3 are deleted and replaced in this figure by edges
connecting each black vertex of C4 to each red vertex of P3.

We next present the main result of this subsection, which motivates the four binary
graph operations introduced in Definitions 44–47.

Theorem 41 ([22]). Let Gi, Hi, where i P t1, 2u, be regular graphs, where G1 need not be different
from H1. If G1 and H1 are A-cospectral, and G2 and H2 are A-cospectral, then the following holds:

• SpG1q :_ BpG2q and SpH1q :_ BpH2q are irregular tA, L,Lu-NICS graphs.
• SpG1q

“
_ BpG2q and SpH1q

“
_ BpH2q are irregular tA, L,Lu-NICS graphs.

• SpG1q
¨
_ BpG2q and SpH1q

¨
_ BpH2q are irregular tA, L,Lu-NICS graphs.

• SpG1q
¨

_ BpG2q and SpH1q
¨

_ BpH2q are irregular tA, L,Lu-NICS graphs.

In light of Theorem 41, the following questions naturally arises.
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Question 4. Are the graphs in Theorem 41 also cospectral with respect to the signless Laplacian
matrix (i.e., Q-cospectral)?

5.6. Connected Irregular NICS Graphs

The (joint) cospectrality of regular graphs with respect to their adjacency, Laplacian,
signless Laplacian, and normalized Laplacian matrices can be asserted by verifying their
cospectrality with respect to only one of these matrices. In other words, regular graphs
are X-cospectral for some X P tA, L, Q,Lu if and only if they are cospectral with respect to
all these matrices (see Proposition 3). For irregular graphs, this does not hold in general.
Following [17], it is natural to ask the following question:

Question 5. Are there pairs of irregular graphs that are tA, L, Q,Lu-NICS, i.e., X-NICS with
respect to every X P tA, L, Q,Lu?

This question remained open until two coauthors of this paper recently proposed
a method for constructing pairs of irregular graphs that are X-cospectral with respect
to every X P tA, L, Q,Lu, providing explicit constructions [25]. Building on that work,
another coauthor of this paper demonstrated in [41] that for every even integer n ě 14,
there exist two connected, irregular tA, L, Q,Lu-NICS graphs on n vertices with identical
independence, clique, and chromatic numbers, yet distinct Lovász ϑ-functions. We now
present the preliminary definitions required to outline the relevant results in [25,41], and
the construction of such cospectral irregular X-NICS graphs for all X P tA, L, Q,Lu.

Definition 48 (Neighbors splitting join of graphs [95]). Let G and H be graphs with disjoint
vertex sets, and let VpGq “ tv1, . . . , vnu. The neighbors splitting (NS) join of G and H is obtained
by adding vertices v1

1, . . . , v1
n to the vertex set of G _ H and connecting v1

i to vj if and only if
tvi, vju P EpGq. The NS join of G and H is denoted by G_H.

Definition 49 (Nonneighbors splitting join of graphs [25,96]). Let G and H be graphs with
disjoint vertex sets, and let VpGq “ tv1, . . . , vnu. The nonneighbors splitting (NNS) join of G and
H is obtained by adding vertices v1

1, . . . , v1
n to the vertex set of G _ H and connecting v1

i to vj, with
i ‰ j, if and only if tvi, vju R EpGq. The NNS join of G and H is denoted by G [ H.

Remark 21. In general, G_H fl H_G and G [ H fl H [ G (unless G – H).

Example 7 (NS and NNS join of graphs [25]). Figure 17 shows the NS and NNS joins of the
path graphs P4 and P2, denoted by P4 _ P2 and P4 [P2, respectively.

Figure 17. The neighbors splitting (NS) and nonneighbors splitting (NNS) joins of the path graphs P4

and P2 are depicted, respectively, on the left and right-hand sides of this figure. The NS and NNS
joins of graphs are, respectively, denoted by P4 _ P2 and P4 [P2 [25].
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Theorem 42 (Irregular tA, L, Q,Lu-NICS graphs). Let G1 and H1 be regular and cospectral
graphs, and let G2 and H2 be regular, nonisomorphic, and cospectral (NICS) graphs. Then, the
following statements hold:

1. The NS-join graphs G1 _G2 and H1 _H2 are irregular tA, L, Q,Lu-NICS graphs.
2. The NNS join graphs G1 [ G2 and H1 [ H2 are irregular tA, L, Q,Lu-NICS graphs.

The proof of Theorem 42 is provided in [25,96], and it relies heavily on the notion of
the Schur complement (see Theorem 1). The interested reader is referred to the recently
published paper [25] for further details.

Relying on Theorem 42, the following result is stated and proved in [41].

Theorem 43 (On irregular NICS graphs). For every even integer n ě 14, there exist two
connected, irregular tA, L, Q,Lu-NICS graphs on n vertices with identical independence, clique,
and chromatic numbers, yet their Lovász ϑ-functions are distinct.

That result is, in fact, strengthened in Section 4.2 of [41], and the interested reader
is referred to that paper for further details. The proof of Theorem 43 is also constructive,
providing explicit such graphs.

6. Open Questions and Outlook
We conclude this paper by highlighting some of the most significant open questions

in the fascinating area of research related to cospectral nonisomorphic graphs and graphs
determined by their spectrum, leaving them as topics for further future study.

6.1. Haemers’ Conjecture

Haemers’ conjecture [7,8], a prominent topic in spectral graph theory, posits that almost
all graphs are uniquely determined by their adjacency spectrum. This conjecture suggests
that, for large graphs, the probability of having two nonisomorphic graphs, on a large
number of vertices, share the same adjacency spectrum is negligible. The conjecture has
inspired extensive research, including studies on specific graph families, cospectrality, and
algebraic graph invariants, contributing to deeper insights into the relationship between
graph structure and eigenvalues. Haemers’ conjecture is stated formally as follows.

Definition 50. For n P N, let Ipnq to be the numbers of distinct graphs on n vertices, up to
isomorphism. For X Ď tA, L, Q,L, A, L, Q,Lu, let αX pnq be the number of X -DS graphs on n
vertices, up to isomorphism, and (for the sake of simplicity of notation) let αpnq fi αtAupnq

Conjecture 1 ([7]). For sufficiently large n, almost all of the graphs are DS, i.e.,

lim
nÑ8

αpnq

Ipnq
“ 1. (69)

Several results lend support to this conjecture [7,9,10], but a complete proof remains
elusive. By [5], the number of graphs with n vertices up to isomorphism is

Ipnq “
`

1 ´ ϵpnq
˘ 2npn´1q{2

n!
, (70)

where lim
nÑ8

ϵpnq “ 0. By Stirling’s approximation for n! and straightforward algebra, Ipnq

can be verified to be given by

Ipnq “ 2
npn´1q

2

`

1´ϵpnq
˘

. (71)
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It is shown in [9] that the number of DS graphs on n vertices is at least ecn for some
constant c ą 0 (see also the discussion in Section 4.5). In light of Remark 9, Conjecture 1
leads to the following question.

Question 6. For what minimal subset X Ă tA, L, Q,L, A, L, Q,Lu (if any) does the limit

lim
nÑ8

αX pnq

Ipnq
“ 1 (72)

hold?

Some computer results somewhat support Haemers’ Conjecture. Approximately 80%
of the graphs with 12 vertices are DS [97]. A new class of graphs is defined in [10], which
offers an algorithmic method for finding all the tA, Au-cospectral mates of a graph G in
this class (i.e., graphs that are tA, Au-cospectral with G). Using this algorithm, they found
that out of 10, 000 graphs with 50 vertices, which were chosen uniformly at random from
this class, at least 99.5% of them were tA, Au-DS.

6.2. DS Properties of Structured Graphs

This paper explores various structures of graph families determined by their spectrum
with respect to one or more of their associated matrices, as well as the related problem
of constructing pairs of nonisomorphic graphs that are cospectral with respect to some
or all of these matrices. Several questions are interspersed throughout the paper (see
Questions 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5), which remain open for further study.

In addition to serving as a survey on spectral graph determination, this paper suggests
a new alternative proof to Theorem 3.3 in [37], asserting that all Turán graphs are deter-
mined by their adjacency spectrum (see Theorem 25). This proof is based on a derivation of
the adjacency spectrum of the family of Turán graphs (see Theorem 24). Since these graphs
are generally bi-regular multipartite graphs (i.e., their vertices have only two possible
degrees, which in this case are consecutive integers), it does not necessarily imply that
Turán graphs are determined by the spectrum of some other associated matrices, such as
the Laplacian, signless Laplacian, or normalized Laplacian matrices. Determining whether
this holds is an open question.

The distance matrix of a connected graph is the symmetric matrix whose columns and
rows are indexed by the graph vertices, and its entries are equal to the pairwise distances
between the corresponding vertices. The distance spectrum is the multiset of eigenvalues
of the distance matrix, and its characterization has been a subject of fruitful research
(see [98,99] for comprehensive surveys on the distance spectra of graphs, and [100,101]
on the spectra of graphs with respect to variants of the distance matrix). Nonisomorphic
graphs may share an identical adjacency spectrum, as well as an identical distance spectrum,
and, therefore, they are graphs that are not determined by either their adjacency or distance
spectrum. This holds, e.g., for the Shrikhande graph and the line graph of the complete
bipartite graph K4,4, which are nonisomorphic strongly regular graphs with the identical
parameters p16, 6, 2, 2q; they share an identical A-spectrum given by t6, r2s6, r´2s6u and an
identical distance spectrum given by t24, r0s9, r´4s6u. There exist, however, graphs that are
determined by their distance spectrum but are not determined by their adjacency spectrum.
In this context, [27] proves that complete multipartite graphs are uniquely determined
by their distance spectra (this result confirms a conjecture proposed in [102] and extends
the special case established there for complete bipartite graphs). A Turán graph is, in
particular, determined by its distance spectrum [27], and by its adjacency spectra (see
Theorem 25 here). On the other hand, while complete multipartite graphs are not generally
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determined by their adjacency spectra (e.g., for complete bipartite graphs, see Theorem 21),
they are necessarily determined by their distance spectra [27]. Another family of graphs
that are determined by their distance spectrum but are not determined by their adjacency
spectrum, named d-cube graphs, is provided in [29,30]. These graphs have their vertices
represented by binary n-length tuples, where any two vertices are adjacent if and only if
their corresponding binary n-tuples differ in one coordinate; it is also shown that these
graphs have exactly three distinct distance eigenvalues. The question of which multipartite
graphs, or graphs in general, are determined by their distance spectra remains open.

Another newly obtained proof presented in this paper refers to a necessary and
sufficient condition in [37] for complete bipartite graphs to be A-DS (see Theorem 21 and
Remark 13 here). These graphs are also bi-regular, and the two possible vertex degrees
can differ by more than one. Both of these newly obtained proofs, discussed in Section 4,
provide insights into the broader question of which (structured) multipartite graphs are
determined by their adjacency spectrum or, more generally, by the spectra of some of their
associated matrices.

Even if Haemers’ conjecture is eventually proved in its full generality, it remains
surprising when a new family of structured graphs is shown to be DS (or X-DS, more
generally). This is because, for certain structured graphs, such as strongly regular graphs
and trees, their spectra often fail to uniquely determine them [12,13]. This stark contrast
between the fact that almost all random graphs of high order are likely to be DS and the
existence of interesting structured graphs that are not DS has significant implications.

In addition to the questions posed earlier in this paper, we raise the following addi-
tional concrete question:

Question 7. By Theorem 32, the family of generalized friendship graphs Fp,q is L-DS. Are these
graphs also DS with respect to their other associated matrices?

We speculate that the DS property of a graph correlates, to some extent, with the
number of symmetries that the graph possesses, and we hypothesize that the size of the
automorphism group of a graph can partially indicate whether it is DS.

A justification for this claim is that the automorphism group of a graph reflects its
symmetries, which can influence the eigenvalues of its adjacency matrix. Highly symmetric
graphs (i.e., those with large automorphism groups) often exhibit eigenvalue multiplicities
and patterns that are shared by other nonisomorphic graphs, making such graphs less likely
to be DS. Conversely, graphs with trivial automorphism groups are typically less symmetric
and may have eigenvalues that uniquely determine their structure, increasing the likelihood
that they are DS. As noted in [5], almost all graphs have trivial automorphism groups. This
observation aligns with the conjecture that most graphs are DS, as the absence of symmetry
reduces the likelihood of two nonisomorphic graphs sharing the same spectrum.

It is noted, however, that the DS property of graphs is not solely dictated by their
automorphism groups. Specifically, a graph with a large automorphism group can still be
DS if its eigenvalues uniquely encode its structure (see Section 4.7). In contrast to these
DS graphs, other graphs with trivial automorphism groups are not guaranteed to be DS;
in such cases, the spectrum might not capture enough structural information to uniquely
determine the graph. Typically, graphs with a small number of distinct eigenvalues seem
to be, in general, the hardest graphs to distinguish by their spectrum. As noted in [103], it
seems that most graphs with few eigenvalues (e.g., most of the strongly regular graphs)
are not determined by their spectrum, which served as one of the motivations of the work
in [103] in studying graphs whose normalized Laplacian has three eigenvalues.

To conclude, the size of the automorphism group of a graph can provide some indi-
cation of whether it is DS, but it is not a definitive criterion. While large automorphism
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groups often correlate with the graph not being DS due to shared eigenvalues among noni-
somorphic graphs, this is not an absolute rule. Therefore, the claim should be understood
as a general observation that requires qualification to account for exceptions.
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4. Cvetković, D.M.; Rowlinson, P.; Simić, S. An Introduction to the Theory of Graph Spectra; Cambridge University Press: Cambridge,

UK, 2009. [CrossRef]
5. Godsil, C.; Royle, G. Algebraic Graph Theory; Graduate Texts in Mathematics; Springer: New York, NY, USA, 2001; Volume 27.

[CrossRef]
6. Günthard, H.H.; Primas, H. Zusammenhang von Graphentheorie und MO-Theorie von Molekeln mit Systemen konjugierter

Bindungen. Helv. Chim. Acta 1956, 39, 1645–1653. [CrossRef]
7. Haemers, W.H. Are almost all graphs determined by their spectrum? Not. S. Afr. Math. Soc. 2016, 47, 42–45. Available online:

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/304747396 (accessed on 4 February 2025).
8. Haemers, W.H. Proving spectral uniqueness of graphs. In Proceedings of the Combinatorics 2024, Carovigno, Italy, 3–7 June 2024.
9. Koval, I.; Kwan, M. Exponentially many graphs are determined by their spectrum. Q. J. Math. 2024, 75, 869–899. [CrossRef]
10. Wang, W.; Wang, W. Haemers’ conjecture: An algorithmic perspective. Exp. Math. 2024, 1–28. [CrossRef]
11. Schwenk, A.J. Almost all trees are cospectral. In New Directions in the Theory of Graphs; Harary, F., Ed.; Academic Press: New York,

NY, USA, 1973; pp. 275–307.
12. van Dam, E.R.; Haemers, W.H. Which graphs are determined by their spectrum? Linear Algebra Appl. 2003, 343, 241–272.

[CrossRef]
13. van Dam, E.R.; Haemers, W.H. Developments on spectral characterizations of graphs. Discrete Math. 2009, 309, 576–586. [CrossRef]
14. Berman, A.; Chen, D.M.; Chen, Z.B.; Liang, W.Z.; Zhang, X.D. A family of graphs that are determined by their normalized

Laplacian spectra. Linear Algebra Its Appl. 2018, 548, 66–76. [CrossRef]
15. Bu, C.; Zhou, J. Signless Laplacian spectral characterization of the cones over some regular graphs. Linear Algebra Its Appl. 2012,

436, 3634–3641. [CrossRef]
16. Bu, C.; Zhou, J. Starlike trees whose maximum degree exceed 4 are determined by their Q-spectra. Linear Algebra Its Appl. 2012,

436, 143–151. [CrossRef]
17. Butler, S. A note about cospectral graphs for the adjacency and normalized Laplacian matrices. Linear Multilinear Algebra 2010, 58,

387–390. [CrossRef]
18. Butler, S.; Grout, J. A construction of cospectral graphs for the normalized Laplacian. Electron. J. Comb. 2011, 18, P231. [CrossRef]

[PubMed]
19. Butler, S. Algebraic aspects of the normalized Laplacian. In Recent Trends in Combinatorics; Springer: Cham, Switzerland, 2016;

pp. 295–315. [CrossRef]
20. Butler, S.; Heysse, K. A cospectral family of graphs for the normalized Laplacian found by toggling. Linear Algebra Its Appl. 2016,

507, 499–512. [CrossRef]
21. Camara, M.; Haemers, W.H. Spectral characterizations of almost complete graphs. Discret. Appl. Math. 2014, 176, 19–23.

[CrossRef]
22. Das, A.; Panigrahi, P. Construction of simultaneous cospectral graphs for adjacency, Laplacian and normalized Laplacian matrices.

Kragujev. J. Math. 2023, 47, 947–964. [CrossRef]
23. Dutta, S.; Adhikari, B. Construction of cospectral graphs. J. Algebr. Comb. 2020, 52, 215–235. [CrossRef]

http://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4614-1939-6
http://dx.doi.org/10.1090/cbms/092
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511801518
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4613-0163-9
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/hlca.19560390623
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/304747396
http://dx.doi.org/10.1093/qmath/haae030
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10586458.2024.2337229
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0024-3795(03)00483-X
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.disc.2008.08.019
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.laa.2018.03.001
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.laa.2011.12.035
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.laa.2011.06.028
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03081080902722741
http://dx.doi.org/10.37236/718
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/39911268
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-24298-9_13
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.laa.2016.06.033
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.dam.2013.08.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.46793/KgJMat2306.947D
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10801-019-00900-y


Mathematics 2025, 13, 549 42 of 44

24. Godsil, C.; McKay, B. Constructing cospectral graphs. Aequationes Math. 1982, 25, 257–268. [CrossRef]
25. Hamud, S.; Berman, A. New constructions of nonregular cospectral graphs. Spec. Matrices 2024, 12, 1–21. [CrossRef]
26. Hamidzade, H.; Kiani, D. Erratum to “The lollipop graph is determined by its Q-spectrum”. Discret. Math. 2010, 310, 1649.

[CrossRef]
27. Jin, Y.L.; Zhang, X.D. Complete multipartite graphs are determined by their distance spectra. Linear Algebra Its Appl. 2014, 448,

285–291. [CrossRef]
28. Kannan, M.R.; Pragada, S.; Wankhede, H. On the construction of cospectral nonisomorphic bipartite graphs. Discret. Math. 2022,

345, 1–8. [CrossRef]
29. Koolen, J.H.; Hayat, S.; Iqbal, Q. Hypercubes are determined by their distance spectra. Linear Algebra Its Appl. 2016, 505, 97–108.

[CrossRef]
30. Koolen, J.H.; Hayat, S.; Iqbal, Q. Corrigendum to ‘Hypercubes are determined by their distance spectra’. Linear Algebra Its Appl.

2016, 506, 628–629. [CrossRef]
31. Krupnik, N.; Berman, A. The graphs of pyramids are determined by their spectrum. Linear Algebr. Its Appl. 2024. [CrossRef]
32. Lin, H.; Liu, X.; Xue, J. Graphs determined by their Aα-spectra. Discret. Math. 2019, 342, 441–450. [CrossRef]
33. Abdian, A.Z.; Beineke, L.W.; Thulasiraman, K.; Khorami, R.T.; Oboudi, M.R. The spectral determination of the connected

multicone graphs. AKCE Int. J. Graphs Comb. 2021, 18, 47–52. [CrossRef]
34. Abiad, A.; Haemers, W.H.Cospectral graphs and regular orthogonal matrices of level 2. Electron. J. Combin. 2012, 19, P13.

[CrossRef] [PubMed]
35. Abiad, A.; Brimkov, B.; Breen, J.; Cameron, T.R.; Gupta, H.; Villagran, R. Constructions of cospectral graphs with different zero

forcing numbers. Electron. J. Linear Algebra 2022, 38, 280–294. [CrossRef]
36. Liu, X.; Zhang, Y.; Gui, X. The multi-fan graphs are determined by their Laplacian spectra. Discret. Math. 2008, 308, 4267–4271.

[CrossRef]
37. Ma, H.; Ren, H. On the spectral characterization of the union of complete multipartite graph and some isolated vertices. Discret.

Math. 2010, 310, 3648–3652. [CrossRef]
38. Oboudi, M.R.; Abdian, A.Z.; Ashrafi, A.R.; Beineke, L.W. Laplacian spectral determination of path-friendship graphs. AKCE Int. J.

Graphs Comb. 2021, 18, 33–38. [CrossRef]
39. Omidi, G.R.; Tajbakhsh, K. Starlike trees are determined by their Laplacian spectrum. Linear Algebr. Its Appl. 2007, 422, 654–658.

[CrossRef]
40. Omidi, G.R.; Vatandoost, E. Starlike trees with maximum degree 4 are determined by their signless Laplacian spectra. Electron. J.

Linear Algebra 2010, 20, 274–290. [CrossRef]
41. Sason, I. Observations on graph invariants with the Lovász ϑ-function. AIMS Math. 2024, 9, 15385–15468. [CrossRef]
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