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The field of curriculum studies has become increasingly sensitive to the “effects of global flows, 
transnational connections, and transcultural interactions” ([1], p. 43), and an international dialogue has 
begun to take shape between the European bildung-influenced tradition of Didaktiks and the  
Anglo-American psychologised Curriculum Studies tradition. As it stands, the dialogue has 
concentrated on a comparative analysis of the traditions at the level of general curriculum theory or 
Allgemeine Didaktik (see for example, [2]), and has rarely, if ever, drilled down into an area of  
subject-specific pedagogy or fachdidaktiks. This special issue seeks to address this directly, by 
encouraging a dialogue between various regional and national traditions of history education  
or Geschichtsdidaktik.  

History education, tethered to its national milieu, but increasingly confronted by cultural diversity, 
presents an interesting challenge for the furthering of a dialogue between different curricular and 
pedagogic traditions. Educators have long been aware of the role that schools, and specific school 
subjects, play in nation-building, including the ways in which national consciousness is shaped within 
the classroom [3]. Inherently political, histories are frequently studied and taught in national  
categories [4]; and history as a school subject is regularly an area of public debate, government 
disquiet, and a site of struggle over collective memory and cultural literacy. The emergence and 
recognition of counter-memories from indigenous, ethnic and national minorities, and sometimes 
regional neighbours, have interrupted the incontestability of the nation-building project, and prompted 
re-evaluations of the purpose and practice of History education.  

OPEN ACCESS 



Education (Basel) 2012, 2 
	  

55 

Contributors are invited to submit papers that explore how history education or Geschichtsdidaktik 
should respond, is responding, or has responded, to the problem of narrative diversity and the  
nation-building project. Studies that explore insights from a specific tradition of history education, and 
those that engage in comparative work across traditions are both welcome. While dialogue between 
historically and culturally distinctive traditions may be difficult, we believe it holds promise for the 
possibility of new insights, and presents opportunities for exciting transformations.  

Please see website for submission details: http://www.mdpi.com/journal/education/sections/. 
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