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Abstract

:

Performative style is an important sociolinguistic variable among politicians, who accomplish agentive goals through speech. Examining 32 Spanish politicians, this article focuses on four Andalusian Spanish phenomena: the fronting of /t͡ʃ/ and the deletion of coda /s/, resyllabified intervocalic onset /s/, and intervocalic /d/. The analysis first looks at overall community production norms for the variants then turns to examine the style-shifting patterns of one individual who deviates from these norms. This individual is examined through a consideration of lectal focusing in interaction to track moment-by-moment variation. While coda /s/ and intervocalic /d/ deletion show usage patterns governed by regional and contextual factors, the deletion of onset /s/ and fronted /t͡ʃ/ reflect social variation and style-shifting. While politicians do not blindly follow partisan norms, normative expectations exist at the regional level that they can choose to depart from due to individual motivations and political affiliation in order to carry out identity work. This study combines quantitative examinations of community and individual variation to contribute to our understanding of style-shifting behavior in political speech and how politicians use linguistic tools to take on oppositional identities in the public sphere.
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1. Introduction


In recent years, increased sociolinguistic interest has been turned toward public speech as a context for tracking agency and intention, including public figures in the English context (Bell 1984; Coupland 2001; Hay et al. 1999; Sharma 2018), as well as politicians (e.g., Harrington 2007; Hall-Lew et al. 2012; Podesva et al. 2015; Kirkham and Moore 2016; Holliday 2017). This includes Sharma and Rampton’s (2015) analysis of what they term lectal focusing in interaction (LFI), which permits an examination of individual variation across time. Recent advances in sociolinguist theory, such as that demonstrated in the work by Ahearn (2001) and Eckert (2008), suggest that speaker agency plays a role even at the phonetic level to further goals related to identity construction. While all speakers can style-shift between a multitude of linguistic features, including regional and normative variants and those that exist across a variety of registers and communities, public speakers in particular must appeal to listeners using carefully crafted personae based on linguistic choices.



In the realm of political speech, there have been interesting findings, particularly in Southern Peninsular Spanish, that have pointed to the ways in which stylistic decisions intersect with individual identity through the use of regional and normative features associated with southern and central varieties of Spanish, respectively. For example, the former president of Murcia, Spain, María Antonia Martínez, indexed solidarity with working-class speakers through what Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa (2010, 2013) have described as a “hyper-vernacular” use of regional features. The authors argued that this linguistic behavior allowed her to carry out identity work situating her as a socialist and as a woman of the people. Pollock and Wheeler (2022) found something similar for the former Andalusian president, Susana Díaz, whose use of regional variants shifted over time as she established herself in her presidency. Interestingly, Díaz received considerable national attention for speech patterns described as uneducated and rural, despite only deviating in certain contexts from the Andalusian female speech norms established in this study. These deviations, however, were found to be highly salient. Both of these female politicians, holding some of the highest positions of power in the country, were nonetheless perceived negatively in the press and on social media based on their use of traditionally male-favored regional features (Pollock and Wheeler 2022)1.



Other researchers have approached the matter in the peninsular context using other approaches and across other parts of Spain. In a study of Extremadura, Spain, Fernández de Molina (2021) found that regional variant use differs across speakers, suggesting a highly individualized use of language that reflects differing political goals. Meanwhile, through a diachronic approach, Cruz-Ortiz (2019, 2022) compared Andalusian politicians across almost 90 years, finding that they tended to converge with Madrid linguistic norms while speaking in the capital, showing how speakers of regional varieties modify their phonetic features to conform to national norms. Both of these studies also emphasized the importance of individual agency and stylistic variation as an important differentiating factor in variable phonetic production.



The present study follows in this vein of research, expanding the lens from individuals to a synchronic community of speakers while still focusing on stylistic variation. The central part of the data analysis identifies political speech norms in Andalusian Spanish, setting it in contrast to the Spanish of speakers from the capital, Madrid. As Cruz-Ortiz (2022) and others have done previously, this provides insight into the norms of this peninsular community of practice. The second part of the study, however, focuses on the type of individual variation that has often been cited as a key factor in previous research, using quantitative and qualitative methodologies to determine how a single individual differs from the community, and what his motivations may be. As Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa’s (2010) case study shows, Spanish voters can view hyper-vernacular usage among politicians as a sign of both uneducated status and solidarity, sometimes simultaneously. This study contributes to our knowledge of sociophonetic variation and third-wave linguistic theory by determining how politicians navigate this complex indexical field of social meaning through the implementation of regional phonetic resources and then tracking how this plays out for one politician at the individual level.



This article serves as a contribution to the existing literature on stylistic variation and political discourse, as it tracks variable regional norms within Peninsular Spanish speaker groups and probes the stylistic variation that politicians employ to perform identity.



1.1. Linguistic Style and Political Speech


As the field of sociolinguistics has developed, so too have conceptualizations of linguistic style. In its earliest formulation, Labov (1972) described it as the ”degree of attention paid to speech”, with more careful speech being less likely to carry vernacular variants. As time passed and new waves of thought came to the fore, style changed shape as well. For Bell (1984), under the audience design theory, stylistic decisions should also encompass tiered rings of intended and possible hearers, from addressees to eavesdroppers. Based on an analysis of news presenters speaking to different audiences, Bell theorized that differences in style can arise based on expected social values of speech phenomena and whether they converge or diverge from the norms of an expected audience. Speakers’ stylistic variation is produced to account, to some extent, for these levels of interlocutors.



In more recent years, internal stimuli have become particularly important to the classification of a sociolinguistic understanding of linguistic style. Authors like Coupland (2001) and Eckert (2008) have discussed concepts related to speaker design and social practice that place the focus on individual motivations stemming from social meaning and the specific speech context in which language is produced. Similarly to Bell, Coupland examined public speech, focusing on a Welsh radio DJ who uses stereotypical local linguistic variants to discuss familiar topics, stylized American English ones when cuing up rock songs, and standard productions in general speech. Rather than shifting based on expected changes in audience, as there are none, the speaker changes as a means of taking on a stance toward differing matters, revealing solidarity with his region, as well as a familiarity with rock culture and a professional radio demeanor. Eckert (2008), in turn, saw these stylistic decisions as agentive, serving as part of a performative process of identity formation that goes beyond language. Everything from language to clothing serves as part of the social meaning-enriched bricolage used by speakers to associate themselves with certain groups and diverge from others.



It is important, in the examination of political speech, to strike a balance in our understanding of linguistic style. While speakers from manifold walks of life have access to a variety of linguistic tools to employ in the construction of identity, politicians and public speakers are also beholden to the normative expectation of the media through which they speak. Hernández-Campoy and Jiménez-Cano (2003) showed how public-facing radio hosts speaking Peninsular Spanish are at times limited by these normative expectations, termed a “script”, which presents them with an unmarked option of following a channel’s norms without deviation, leading to potential blowback. Politicians are faced with a similar challenge, although they have incentives to at times set aside the script: while a misstep may hurt their image, they must also protect their voters’ interests and develop a consistent identity through stance accumulation, which can, at times, clash with expected speech norms.



This tendency to set aside the script is clear in Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa’s (2010, 2013) examination of the 1990s Murcian president María Antonia Martínez. In their 2010 study, the authors analyzed politicians from Murcia and Madrid, as well as non-politicians from the Murcian community, finding that Martínez’s rate of using Murcian variants outweighed that of community members and politicians. For Murcian variants, including lenition of coda /s/ and intervocalic /d/, elision of coda /r/ and /l/, and consonantal assimilation, she used a “hyper-vernacular” pattern of production across four years of analysis. Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa (2010, p. 307) saw this behavior as a means for her to intentionally employ “local Murcian features to achieve a particular effect related with identity construction”, reinforcing her identity as Murcian, formerly working class, and a socialist. In a follow-up interview with Martínez in 2013, the authors found that she was aware of her language use as a means of accomplishing political goals, including reaching left-leaning voters. Her discussion was contrasted with news media and politician comments describing her, at the same time, as uneducated and ill suited to give public speeches but also as hardworking and trustworthy. This tendency is frequent among varieties like Murcian (or Andalusian: Villena-Ponsoda 2013) that are outwardly stigmatized but possess covert prestige at the regional level. All told, these studies combine Murcian identity, rural speech, and socialist ideals, hinting at the rich indexical landscape confronting progressive female politicians, with which they index both positive solidarity and negative rurality.



In a follow-up study, Pollock and Wheeler (2022) examined how a former president of Andalusia, Susana Díaz, used regional variation to navigate southern peninsular indexicality. The authors determined that intervocalic /d/ and coda /s/ elision increased in scripted speeches late in Susana Díaz’s presidency, deviating from her peers. Further, they drew on third-wave sociolinguistic research to discuss the dynamic nature of gender performance, extending it beyond a static category (e.g., Eckert 1989; Podesva 2007; Zimman 2017). In the particularly salient case of intervocalic /d/ elision in the participial ending <-ado>, Díaz is more extreme than politicians and community members of both genders, eliding almost categorically. The authors argued that the politician uses this context as a means of reflecting her militant status in the Socialist party and as the first female president of Andalusia. Díaz’s self-representation both received broad support from constituents on social media while at the same time being the subject of mockery in terms of her perceived hyper-vernacularity by members of the national political establishment, despite using comparable rates of regional variants in most cases to her Seville peers.



In her study of political speech by Andalusians from 1923 to 2011, Cruz-Ortiz (2022) presented a similar result for <-ado>, indicating that it has long been a context that favors /d/ elision among politicians. Furthermore, based on comparisons of speech contexts, the author determined that Andalusian politicians converge with Madrid linguistic norms while speaking in the capital, except in the case of the coda /s/, in which articulatory weakening predominates, suggesting that, for the most part, Andalusians modify their phonetic features to conform to national norms. However, she also found that the broader political climate in Spain (i.e., the alignment of the governing party) does not influence regional speech use by Andalusian politicians, with usage rising and falling over time.



Alongside Spanish, there have also been studies that examine political speech in the English context. With regard to the production of diphthongs by Scottish National Party politicians, Hall-Lew et al. (2017) found that speakers followed party norms, using Scottish variants rather than London ones with distinct F1 and F2 levels. The authors described this as a means for these politicians to distinguish themselves from their opponents in the Scottish Labor Party, who instead favored a more southern-sounding variant. Hall-Lew et al. (2012) found a similar trend in American politics: in the lead-up to the invasion of Iraq in 2003, US Democrats and Republicans differed in their production of <a> in the name of that country. Speakers were found to be divided by no other social measure than party line, with Republicans almost categorically using the “disparaging” [æ] production and Democrats favoring the “European” [a]. As these productions came from a series of speeches across a very short time frame, the authors noted just how remarkable it was that speakers from vastly different geographic and political backgrounds united behind these differing productions based on their party affiliation.



Others working with political speech in English include Holliday (2017), Kirkham and Moore (2016), and Podesva et al. (2015). Holliday has focused on coronal stop deletion (CSD) in Barack and Michelle Obama’s speech. She found that Barack’s CSD patterns more closely mirror Mainstream US English, while Michelle’s are closer to African American Language (AAL), but both demonstrate stylistic variation that sets them apart from these varieties. The resulting “informal” production pattern that they share, Holliday argued, serves as a means of seeming approachable on television. Kirkham and Moore (2016) examined /t/ glottalization and verbal variation by former British Labour Party leader Ed Miliband. They found nuanced variation between speeches for two audiences, with differences corresponding to the ideological orientation of his listeners, demonstrating his awareness of ideological and linguistic differences between listeners. Meanwhile, Podesva et al. (2015) performed a production and perception study of released /t/ in the speech of 2000s-era US politicians, including John Edwards and Condoleezza Rice. In these English examples, linguistic variation occurred not due only to the region, gender, or age of the speaker but also following partisan lines and performative decisions.



Overall, public speech has played an important role in the advancement of sociolinguistic theory surrounding speech style. There has also been a growing number of studies on political speech in recent years, particularly in Spanish, which suggest that this context offers fruitful opportunities for continued examination. Beginning with the innovative research of Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa (2010, 2013), these studies offer insight into our understanding of identity work, public speech norms, and the implementation of style-shifting behavior in Spanish.




1.2. Andalusian Spanish Features


In this study, the Spanish capital of Madrid is treated as a control group representing aspects of Northern and Southern Castilian Spanish, here labeled Northern Central Peninsular Spanish (NCPS; as described by Moreno Fernández (2009), Henriksen (2014), and others). The capital variety tends to be rather conservative, although intervocalic /d/ elision is frequent and aspiration of the coda /s/ can be found in certain parts of the city (e.g., Vallecas: Molina-Martos 2015). Meanwhile, Andalusian Spanish (AS) is distinguished as a southern variety with a number of variable phenomena and contexts that are recipients of northern stigma while receiving positive evaluations in the south (e.g., Vida 2004; Villena-Ponsoda and Ávila-Muñoz 2014; Harjus 2017; Fernández de Molina 2018; Villena-Ponsoda and Vida-Castro 2020; Pollock and Wheeler 2022; Pollock 2023; etc.). In order to distinguish how AS politicians use their language, four variable contexts were identified that differ across regions and offer politicians a context for identity construction and style-shifting behavior.



The first of these is perhaps the most studied linguistically, as well as one of the phenomena most identified with AS: coda /s/ deletion. In his description of phonetic variation in Peninsular Spanish, Samper-Padilla (2011, p. 100) discussed three common allophones of /s/—the elided [Ø], the aspirated [h], and the retained [s]—and mapped them onto geographical areas. Southern AS favors elision, Northern AS and the Canary Islands have higher rates of aspiration, and NCPS shows high rates of retention. The behavior of the pre-vocalic coda /s/ also merits mention. Due to resyllabification in Spanish, a word-final /s/ in pre-vocalic position before a word beginning with a vowel can become an onset /s/ (e.g., los otros (“the others”) [lo.so.tɾos]; Torreira and Ernestus 2012; Hualde and Colina 2014, p. 74). Despite the onset position, pre-vocalic environment, and low tendency for lenition of these contexts in NCPS, elision is not infrequent in AS for this phenomenon.



At the city level in Andalusia, research has shown that aspiration and elision are characteristic of Granada (e.g., García-Marcos 1990; Rincón-Pérez 2015), Linares (e.g., Gómez-Serrano 1994), and Malaga (e.g., Vida 2004), among other areas. Fernández de Molina (2015), in an examination of Western AS from Merida and Badajoz, found aspiration to be most common in interviews, although elderly speakers favored elision. Fernández de Molina (2018) determined, in a diachronic follow-up study, that the younger generation favors elision more than in the past, suggesting an ongoing spread of the phenomenon. In Eastern AS, Tejada-Giráldez (2015) showed that Granada speakers from the PRESEEA corpus were four times more likely to elide than aspirate, with under one percent retention. This nearly categorical rate of elision means that it can often be difficult to determine social differences in AS coda /s/ production.



Madrid, the political center of the country and a representative of NCPS, has been identified with equal frequency as using the conservative variant, with various studies finding generally low rates of /s/ weakening (e.g., Blanco 2004; Gil-Peña 2004; Ruiz-Martínez 2003). Furthermore, in NCPS, Samper-Padilla (2011, pp. 106–7) and Ruiz-Domínguez (1997) suggested that women retain more and aspirate less than men and that working class and older speakers retain the least, implying a correlation between retention and social prestige in this variety. With respect to linguistic factors, Samper-Padilla (2011) and Martín-Butragueño (1995) found elision to be more likely in multisyllabic words, in word-final and pre-pausal positions, and when morphological redundancy permits deletion. Aspiration is expected in word-final position before a vowel and word-internally before consonants. Overall, it is expected that NCPS should show considerably higher rates of /s/ retention than AS, in which the innovative elided and aspirated variants are much more common (García-Marcos 1990; Vida 2004).



The second phenomenon that diverges regionally is the post-alveolar affricate /t͡ʃ/. Much discussion of variable use revolves around the de-affricated post-alveolar fricative [ʃ], which is favored by elderly working-class and rural speakers in southern AS varieties, such as in the cities of Seville, Granada, and Malaga (Herrero de Haro 2017; Melguizo-Moreno 2006; Samper-Padilla 2011). Outside of this phenomenon, little acoustic analysis has been carried out for the normative peninsular affricate, which is generally considered stable (Samper-Padilla 2011). However, no instances of de-affrication have been found in the corpus of political speech; instead, an alveolar fronted variant [t͡s] has been identified that has received relatively little attention outside of Chile (Flores 2014, 2018), where it is explained by contact with aboriginal languages like Huilliche, which contrasts /t͡ʃ/ and /ʈʂ/ (Henríquez-Barahona and Fuentes-Grandón 2018). The frication in this fronted affricate, discussed in greater depth by Pollock (2022), differs quantitatively in its center of gravity (COG, Hz) from that in post-alveolar production and could result from analogy to the affrication of /st/ clusters described by Del Saz (2019) in AS. This raises interesting questions regarding possible neutralization between minimal pairs (e.g., hecho (“fact”) [et͡so] and esto (“this”) [et͡so]). As of yet, there are no social or linguistic descriptions of this allophone, meaning that this study will provide insight into variation that exists between regional and national varieties.



The final phenomenon under consideration, intervocalic /d/ elision, is widespread throughout Spain (and the Americas), although it is seen as most common in AS. The Madrid norm, described by Gil-Peña (2004) and Ruiz-Martínez (2003), is the dental approximant allophone [ð̞], although it is important to point out that Cruz-Ortiz (2022) and Pollock and Wheeler (2022, 2023) have associated intervocalic elision with political speech norms throughout Spain, especially in the participial <-ado>. Molina-Martos and Paredes-García (2014) found elision in Madrid to occur most frequently in the suffix -ado (“past participle –ed”). The rate of elision was higher when speakers talked about personal topics, during exposition and narratives, in adjacent pairs, in colloquial speech, near the end of the interview, and among men and members of the youngest and oldest generations. Other sociolinguistic research has shown that women tend to be more conservative in Madrid in relation to this phenomenon, including in the Salamanca district (Gil-Peña 2004) and in Alcalá de Henares (Blanco 2004). Men, on the other hand, tend to have higher rates of elision, as documented in Linares (Gómez-Serrano 1994) and Toledo (Molina-Martos 1998). While elision of /d/ does also occur in other parts of NCPS, it is typically less frequent (Antón 1998).



Elision of the intervocalic /d/ is rather common in AS, such as in Jaén (Moya-Corral 1979) and Linares (Gómez-Serrano 1994). Villena-Ponsoda and Moya-Corral (2016) found that elision is also advancing in Granada and Malaga. Elision is favored by young speakers in western AS cities, like Malaga (Villena-Ponsoda et al. 2011) and Granada (Samper-Padilla 2011, p. 114). In general, speakers with less formal education and from lower socioeconomic backgrounds tend to elide the most (e.g., Gómez-Serrano 1994; Pérez-Martín 2003; Ruiz-Martínez 2003). Although common throughout the country, intervocalic /d/ elision appears to be an innovative vernacular form that exists throughout Spain but is most common in particularly southeastern AS (Samper-Padilla 2011).



Based on these previous studies, it is expected that these sibilant and stop phenomena will serve as viable representations of AS norms, with some more minor variation between eastern and western AS. Given the typical sociolinguistic profiles of vernacular variants (e.g., Labov 1972), the social meaning associated with these aforementioned phonetic studies would suggest that the elision of coda /s/ and intervocalic /d/ is tied to rural, working class, and male identities, although more recent research in political speech (e.g., Cruz-Ortiz 2022) and variationist analysis of Andalusian Spanish (e.g., Villena-Ponsoda and Vida-Castro 2020) indicates that there is considerably more nuance. In certain contexts, elision of the intervocalic /d/ and the coda /s/ has a wider variety of meanings that move beyond masculinity, rurality, and working class meaning. As politicians select variants most fitting for their identity goals, the overt meaning these forms possess serves to influence their choices in the construction of regional solidarity and identification.




1.3. Research Questions


Research into phonetic properties of Peninsular Spanish shows clear differences between central and southern Spanish variants2. As Bell’s (1984) and Coupland’s (2001) theoretical frameworks suggest, politicians are aware of these differences and adjust to their interlocutor based on external and internal pressures related to the public persona they target. Based in this foundation, two questions guide the analysis of regional and party norms in this study.



First, does production of the four regional phenomena follow linguistic and social norms established in the previous literature? Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa (2010) have observed that progressive politicians use features associated with working-class speech in Murcia more often than conservatives. Meanwhile, Cruz-Ortiz (2022) showed that variation in regional usage can occur over time independently of the ideology of the governing party, suggesting that other style-shifting behavior may play a role in variation. Party and other social factors were expected to influence how politicians accommodate toward NCPS Spanish, while regional variation was also expected to have a strong effect on individuals’ identity goals (e.g., a male Madrid politician would likely have little incentive to develop a southern identity, while an Andalusian politician may benefit from presenting themselves as more normative or standard).



Second, based on these quantitative tendencies and an individual analysis of LFI in the vein of Sharma and Rampton (2015), how is individual style-shifting used to differentiate speakers and carry out identity work? As politicians pursue linguistic goals, the four dialectal phenomena can provide insight into stylistic goals, as well as showing how social meaning is conveyed within the indexical field of AS and NCPS for Andalusian politicians.





2. Materials and Methods


2.1. Corpus


In order to better understand political speech in Andalusian Spanish, 32 participants were selected who formed a sort of political community of practice, sharing similar positions in the upper echelons of national and regional government. These individuals included presidents, senators, and mayors who were vocal in Spanish news broadcasts, presenting themselves in varying ways based on their social and political backgrounds. The selected participants were balanced by gender and came from the two largest political parties in Spain and Andalusia, the progressive Partido Socialista Obrero Español (PSOE, ”Spanish Socialist Workers Party”) and the conservative Partido Popular (PP, ”People’s Party”). Individuals were from four cities: three in Andalusia (i.e., Malaga, Seville, and Cordoba), representing relatively eastern, western, and northern locations in the region, and Madrid, representing the NCPS variety. See Supplementary Table S1 for a full list of speakers and information about speech contexts.



The audio was collected between 2011 and 2019, during most of which time the PP was the national governing party and the PSOE was the regional one in Andalusia. Interestingly, however, both parties shifted around the same time, with a corruption scandal in the national PP leading the PSOE to take national control in mid-2018 and the elections in early 2019 electing an Andalusian President from the PP. Thus, despite relatively long-standing political stability, this corpus was collected from speakers in the lead-up to major political change across the nation. With the PSOE losing control in Andalusia for the first time in over three decades and populist parties like Vox on the rise throughout the country, this presents an interesting political environment for further linguistic study (Rama et al. 2021).



Politicians in the corpus were born within 150 miles of the city they represented and served in government between 2014 and 2019. Audio included three speech contexts: scripted speech, unscripted interviews with male interlocutors, and unscripted interviews with female interlocutors. Scripted speech was expected to be more carefully chosen than the more extemporaneous interview speech, and gendered differences were chosen based on previous findings in Spanish public speech analysis (e.g., Flores 2014) that speakers vary based not only on their own gender but also that of their interlocutor, with women using more prestige forms with other women and men using more innovative and vernacular forms with other men. To avoid the collection of overly formal speech common early in speech contexts, coding began four minutes into each audio file (Díaz-Campos et al. 2018).




2.2. Dependent Variables


Across the four phenomena that vary between NCPS and AS described in this article, Samper-Padilla (2011) has discussed a spectrum of normative to innovative productions from central to southern Spain. Examples are shown in Table 1 for coda /s/ elision, word-final onset /s/ elision, affricate fronting, and intervocalic /d/ elision. These variables were coded acoustically using spectrographic data in Praat, including the absence of aperiodicity in the waveform for /s/, the spectral center of gravity (Hz) of frication in the affricate, and drops in intensity for /d/ (Boersma and Weenink 2022).



Spectrographic representations demonstrate the ways by which tokens were identified and distinguished. Figure 1 shows a consistent amplitude and lack of breaks in periodicity across the vowels [i], [a], and [e] in comunidades (“communities”), which indicates elision of both instances of /d/. The aperiodicity seen at the end of the word in the range around 4000 Hz on the waveform indicates a fricative production of /s/ as [s].



In podemos (“we can”) in Figure 2, there is a clear lowering of intensity between the first two vowels of the word, indicating that /d/ was produced as the approximant [ð̞], while the lack of aperiodicity at the end of the word points to either elision of /s/ or potentially aspiration as a voiced [ɦ].



Finally, Figure 3 offers an example of variable production in the Spanish affricate from the phrase el muchacho (“the boy”). While the first instance of /t͡ʃ/ has a high center of gravity, with noise beginning near 4000 Hz, the second is much lower, with noise beginning around 2500 Hz. Gordon et al. (2002), in an examination of typologically distinct languages, found /s/ on average to have a higher COG than /ʃ/. The considerable difference in this Spanish example indicates a difference in tongue position when producing the two affricates: while the first is produced nearer the alveolar ridge (i.e., [t͡s]), the second is closer to the palate (i.e., [t͡ʃ]).



Once tokens were coded based on production type, certain categories of variation were combined to permit binary quantitative analysis to compare the AS and NCPS varieties. In the case of the coda and word-final onset /s/, production of fricatives [z] and [s] was grouped into a normative category, while lenited allophones included [h] and elision. Only two productions of the affricate, both alveolar and post-alveolar, were identified; the post-alveolar [t͡ʃ] was treated as the normative production, and the fronted alveolar [t͡s] was described as the regional variant. Finally, for the intervocalic /d/, only the normative dental approximant [ð̞] and the elided [Ø], described as the regional variant, were identified.




2.3. Independent Variables


Based on the descriptions provided by the previous literature, linguistic and extralinguistic variables were coded for the phenomena (Table 2). Following the spectrum of innovative productions described by Samper-Padilla (2011), city was selected as an extralinguistic variable, with the expectation that Madrid would represent the highest proportions of nationally standard forms, while Seville and Malaga (as representatives of western and eastern AS, respectively; e.g., Fernández de Molina and Hernández-Campoy (2018, p. 513); Herrero de Haro and Hajek (2022) in the south would have the highest rates of innovative regional AS features and Cordoba to the north would be medial to the other three, with a higher rate of normative features than other AS varieties (Samper-Padilla 2011). Next, speaker gender was selected, given the frequent correlation between male speech and innovative variants for /s/ (Ruiz-Domínguez 1997; Samper-Padilla 2011, pp. 106–7) and intervocalic /d/ (Gómez-Serrano 1994; Molina-Martos 1998) in comparison with the tendency in studies of peninsular political speech for female politicians to go against these trends (e.g., Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa 2013; Pollock and Wheeler 2022). Following that, political party was included based on the hypothesis proposed by Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa (2010) that left-leaning politicians use regional features as a means of indexing rural, working-class identity. Finally, the speech context was selected as an extralinguistic variable based on findings by Flores (2014) and Bell (1984), who have demonstrated how one’s direct audience and environment can influence production. Direct speeches were expected to have some of the highest rates of normative features, given the national audiences these speakers were addressing, while interviews were directed toward male and female interlocutors, presented a more relaxed atmosphere, and tended to be produced on regional and local channels.



These linguistic variables selected in this study were chosen based on their mention in the previous literature. Instances of /s/ were coded for position, distinguishing between word-final intervocalic and coda positions, with the expectation that more elision would occur in the latter case, while a following vowel would be more likely to maintain [s]. Monosyllabic forms were expected to be less likely to be elided because of the reduced information they contain. The variables of preceding and following phone were included to track phonological processes that encourage elision, with elision expected to be most frequent in pre-consonantal position. Morphemic status was included, distinguishing contexts where /-s/ was used to mark plurals and verb endings from other contexts. Linguists studying variationism, such as López-Morales (1983), Samper-Padilla and López-Morales (1990), and Vida (2004), have studied these contexts and determined that /-s/ tends to appear more often when not semantically necessary, such as in interior position and in monomorphemic words.



Similar linguistic variables were selected for /d/ and /t͡ʃ/. This included the preceding and following heights of the phone, which were hypothesized to influence the likelihood of different production types. Molina-Martos and Paredes-García (2014) have shown that /d/ is more likely to be elided when following /a/ and preceded by /o/ in the suffix -ado (“(past participle) –ed”)—as reaffirmed in political speech by Cruz-Ortiz (2022)—which is demonstrated by vowel height. Although there is little discussion of Spanish affricate fronting, lower vowels were predicted to move the tongue’s apex further from the alveolar ridge, potentially altering phonotactics. While lexical stress was analyzed for /t͡ʃ/, as stressed syllables were expected to be more enunciated and favor the normative production, /d/ was analyzed for lexical status, as previous studies have argued that participles and adjectives are more likely to favor elision than other contexts (e.g., Cruz-Ortiz 2022; Pollock 2023).



Finally, the politician was classified as a random effect in the mixed-effects logistic model to account for the expectation in this type of model that each token is independent. This allowed similarities across the productions of a single individual to be acknowledged in the model. The independent factors are presented in Table 2.




2.4. Data Collection and Analysis


Data were analyzed using a mixed-effects logistic regression model in the Rbrul software for R (version 4.0.2, Johnson 2009). Based in the variable-rule approach of sociolinguistics, mixed-effects models reduce imbalance across naturalistic data coming from multiple speakers producing multiple tokens, accounting for imbalances that fixed-effect models do not through the use of random effects (Johnson 2014). These models provide three types of data that describe how factors influence variation, as discussed by Tagliamonte (2012). First, factors that are significant predictors of variation that go beyond the level of chance are indicated by a p-value less than 0.05. Second, the magnitude of effect is shown through a representation of the factor-weight range based on the difference in log-odds between factors. Third, the direction of effect is represented by both the factor weight and log-odds for individual variables, representing the degree to which variables favor one variant over another. Factor weights go from 0 to 1, with weights below 0.5 disfavoring use of the application value and those above 0.5 favoring it.



The models produced for each of the phenomena indicated social and linguistic factors that played a role in speaker behavior. The selection of these models was carried out through comparisons of AIC and log-likelihood values, favoring simpler models with fewer factors where possible. Following that, the next step in the analysis involved identifying and studying a single individual’s linguistic behavior in greater depth, determining how they both followed and deviated from the norms established in their community. Given what previous studies investigating political speech have found (e.g., Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa 2010; Hall-Lew et al. 2012, 2017; Pollock and Wheeler 2022), politicians were expected to trend along regional and political lines, with socialists in particular using linguistic features that help them indicate their solidarity with the working class.





3. Results


In total, 50 instances of coda /s/, 25 of intervocalic /d/, 25 of intervocalic onset /s/, and 10 of /t͡ʃ/ were coded for all 32 speakers in each of the three speech contexts (i.e., scripted speech, interview with male interlocutor, and interview with female interlocutor). Together, this yielded 10,010 tokens (i.e., 110 tokens × 32 politicians × 3 contexts). These tokens were coded dichotomously as “regional” or “normative” variants based on the identification and classification described in the methodology section to permit binary treatment in the logistic regression. To avoid token-based effects, no more than four repetitions of any token were coded for a given speaker.



Figure 4 offers a brief look at the division of tokens based on the four dialectal contexts, as well as the tendencies for speakers to produce the normative versus regional variant. Intervocalic /d/ and /t͡ʃ/ were least likely to be produced with regional variants. By dint of their relatively infrequent use, this could also suggest that, when they are used, they have a higher degree of saliency in speech. When individual speakers used the elided or fronted variant, it provided vital information about the variable, whereas in the case of both the coda and word-final onset /s/, the categorical elision of some speakers reduced variation. Four mixed-effects logistic regression models were developed to determine which factors played a role in conditioning regional versus normative feature usage within the corpus.



3.1. Coda /s/


The tendencies for coda /s/ elision included a more marked difference between AS and NCPS. As a regional identifier of southern Spanish on the peninsula, it occurred frequently in political speech, potentially as a highly salient means of expressing regional belonging, although less frequently in public speech than has been found in previous studies examining semi-directed private interviews among Andalusian speakers. These results are presented in Table 3. While no social group of NCPS speakers showed less than 80% retention of coda /s/, Andalusians tended to retain /s/ in fewer than 20% of cases. Conservatives in Cordoba and Seville retained less than socialists, while the opposite was true in Malaga. Women retained more in Madrid and Cordoba, while men tended to retain more in Malaga and Seville. While regional norms hold true, political affiliation presents a less clear image, with conservatives in Cordoba and Seville using higher rates of regional features than socialists, despite the expectation that this behavior would correlate with working-class norms and progressive politics.



In the mixed-effects logistic model, four factors were determined to condition variable use of coda /s/ (Table 4). First, the city was most predictive of variation, with the highest range in factor weights: speakers from Madrid favored retention, whereas those from the three Andalusian cities disfavored it markedly. Next, for following phone type, pre-pausal /s/ and /s/ preceding stops favored retention, while those following sonorants disfavored it. Third, morphology was predictive of retention in that coda /s/ marking the morphemic plural or verbal second person (e.g., chicos (”kids”) or tienes (”you have”)) disfavored retention, while all other contexts (e.g., más (”more”)) favored it. This reaffirms previous findings (e.g., López-Morales 1983; Samper-Padilla and López-Morales 1990; Vida 2004) suggesting that retention is more common in contexts where morphemic meaning is not conveyed. Finally, the speech context also conditioned use, with scripted speeches favoring retention and interviews favoring elision.




3.2. Word-Final Onset /s/


These contexts for /s/ showed greater variation within regions. Tendencies are presented in Table 5. Socialist females from Seville, for example, retained around half of the time, while those from Malaga retained in less than 10% of productions. Regionally, the NCPS variety represented by Madrid showed near total retention, while northern AS speakers in Cordoba had a nearly medial rate of retention and southern AS speakers in Malaga and Seville had lower rates, reflecting the spectrum of innovative usage based on geography described by Samper-Padilla (2011). This increased variability may suggest stylistic usage of this feature. It is important to note, however, that trends by political affiliation were similar to those present for coda /s/, with conservatives from Cordoba and Seville retaining less, the opposite of what would be expected based on previous research. Given the recent rise of the alt-right party Vox in Spain and increased moves toward populism by the political right across the Western world, it is possible that this shift from previous norms is part of a process of realignment on the part of conservative Spanish politicians, who are trying to reach out to working-class speakers by indexing what had previously been seen as aspects of left-wing identity.



The mixed-effects logistic regression model of best fit included only two predictive factors (Table 6). The first variable, city, followed a similar trend to coda /s/: Madrid showed high levels of retention, followed by the three Andalusian cities. Second, for grammatical function, the same result held in this context as with coda /s/, such that /-s/ in plural and verbal markers disfavored retention, while all other cases favored it.




3.3. The Affricate /t͡ʃ/


The Spanish affricate [t͡ʃ] exhibited comparable allophonic variability across regions, although there was considerable social variation by political party and speaker gender. These tendencies are displayed in Table 7. Although several social intersections used the normative variant categorically, socialist female politicians in Malaga and Seville had a lower rate of normative post-alveolar production, around 60 to 70 percent. In fact, conservative speakers of AS overall used more of the normative variant than socialists, and men tended to use it more than women (with the exception of socialists in Madrid). The fronted variant, which has received little sociolinguistic description, appears to have a degree of social prestige given its more frequent appearance in female speech, and its use by politicians on the left places it in opposition to the other phenomena under consideration in this study.



In the mixed-effects logistic regression, five factors were found to predict variable use (Table 8). Gender was the strongest predictor based on the range in factor weights, with men favoring the normative [t͡ʃ] and women disfavoring it. Next, for phonological context, both high and low preceding vowels and high and mid following vowels (e.g., mucho (“a lot”)) favored the normative variant, while mid preceding vowels and low following vowels disfavored it (e.g., ocho (“eight”), muchacha (“girl”)). For speech context, the normative post-alveolar variant was favored in interviews with opposite-gender interlocutors, whereas both interviews with same-gender interlocutors and scripted speeches (where intervocalic /d/ and coda /s/ were more likely to be retained) showed higher use of the fronted variant. Finally, for lexical stress, stressed syllables with the affricate (e.g., [mu.’cha.cho] (“boy”)) favored the normative production, while unstressed syllables with the affricate (e.g., [‘mu.cho] (“a lot”)) favored the regional production.




3.4. Intervocalic /d/


Allophonic production of intervocalic /d/ varied based on social and linguistic factors, although the standard deviation was the lowest among the four phenomena. The tendencies of retention are presented in Table 9. Speakers from Madrid had the lowest total level of retention, although tendencies varied markedly by social group. In Cordoba and Malaga, socialists retained /d/ more than conservatives, while in Seville and Madrid, the opposite was true. Women from both parties tended to retain /d/ more than men, with the exception of conservatives from Malaga, where retention was higher among male politicians, and among Seville socialists, where retention was comparable between genders. Although Samper-Padilla’s (2011) metareview of variation in Peninsular Spanish pointed to geographical differences mapping onto a spectrum of elision for /d/, differences in production were marked by politician gender rather than city of origin.



The mixed-effects logistic regression, treating retention as the application value, included five factors significant in predicting variation across productions. This is shown in Table 10. For intervocalic /d/, speech context had the largest factor weight, with scripted speeches favoring retention and both interview contexts disfavoring it. Second, preceding and following vowel heights indicated the importance of linguistic environment for /d/ elision. Preceding high and mid vowels, as well as following high vowels, favored retention (e.g., podido (“could have”)), while preceding low vowels and following low or mid vowels favored elision (e.g., trabajado (“worked”)). Fourth, monosyllabic words favored retention (e.g., pero de (“but of”)), while polysyllabic words favored elision (e.g., partido (“party”), sido duro (“been difficult”)). Finally, intervocalic /d/ in adjectival morphemes (e.g., bien razonada (“well-reasoned”)) favored retention, while participles (e.g., ha votado (“has voted”)) and all other contexts disfavored it.




3.5. Intra-Speaker Variation: The Case of José Antonio Pérez Tapias


These results present certain broad norms in this political community of practice; namely, that word-final onset /s/ and /t͡ʃ/ tend to follow the hypothesized trends in terms of political party, while coda /s/ is regionally conditioned and intervocalic /d/ is contextually conditioned. The next step was to use these data to examine a speaker who deviates from the established social norm (e.g., Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa 2013; Pollock and Wheeler 2022).



The Granada politician José Antonio Pérez Tapias was selected based on differences between his production of coda and word-final onset /s/ and the norms of other politicians. Pérez Tapias is a university professor and politician in Granada who was born and raised in Seville and was part of the PSOE from 1993 to 2018. His speech and interviews come from the period leading up to his run for PSOE leadership, when he vied for the position of general secretary in 2014. After his failure to gain a plurality of the votes, he published a novel critical of social democracy in 2017 and left the PSOE in 2018, founding his own party, “Socialism and Republic”. With his female interviewer, he discussed problems within his own party, while with the male interlocutor, he described the current PSOE leadership and his run for general secretary of the party. Finally, in the scripted speech, he laid out his run for office, mentioning various aspects of his platform.



Despite growing up in Seville and spending his working years in Granada, we can see that Pérez Tapias’ rate of sibilant elision and affricate fronting does not approximate that of his peers (Table 11). Instead, his rates are considerably higher than any but the Madrid speakers for /s/, and higher than any other group for /t͡ʃ/. Pérez Tapias’ behavior is unlike other individuals from his party in south Andalusia and differs from the baseline established by Andalusian members of the PSOE in Malaga and Cordoba as well. Only in terms of intervocalic /d/ deletion does he approximate his Sevillian peers3. This identification of individual differences opens the door to further ethnographic study of stylistic variation, allowing us to determine the performative intention he may have had in making use of normative variants to this extent.



Another way to represent variation over time is through analyzing lectal focusing in interaction (LFI), as described by Sharma and Rampton (2015) and employed with public speech by Sharma (2018). In an analysis of LFI, timestamps of variants are recorded, and the production of regional variants is compared with normative ones over time to determine how regional variation differs from moment to moment. A total of 240 tokens of coda and word-final onset /s/, intervocalic /d/, and affricates were coded for the interview with the female interlocutor, and blocks of 20 s were selected to ensure an average of 13 words per block, with a standard deviation of 6, and no fewer than 3 tokens per block. This analysis is shown in Figure 5, with three peaks of regional production highlighted in which Pérez Tapias reached at least 80% regional production.



As Sharma (2018) has described, these moments of high regional usage, reflecting a speaker’s first-learned variety, provide a moment for one’s “real me” to shine through. These moments emphasize deeply held beliefs or allow speakers to engage in humor or sarcasm as a means of reducing social distance through a show of familiarity with the interlocutor. In the first peak for Pérez Tapias at 60 s, the politician confided in the interviewer regarding his private conversations with current Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez, who won the PSOE elections in 2014. In the next peak at 180 s, he described the mismatch between voters’ preferences and actual representation in Congress under the new administration. Finally, leading up to the last peak at 660 s, an interviewer referenced the need to “clean house” and addressed corruption in Andalusia, to which Pérez Tapias responded affirmatively, joking that that a broom would be necessary to address a lot of domestic matters. While the first two contexts demonstrate instances of the politician using more personal language to confide in his interviewer with his opinions, the third instance demonstrates a moment of levity and humor combined with a critique of his party.





4. Discussion


4.1. Social and Linguistic Norms in Andalusian Spanish


While previous research has suggested a correlation between political party norms and regional speech use, this trend was not borne out in the logistic regression models. An examination of descriptive tendencies showed that socialists use the fronted affricate more across Andalusia, elide coda and word-final onset /s/ more in Malaga, and elide intervocalic /d/ more in Seville. However, socialist politicians from Andalusia are similar to their conservative peers in other contexts, and those in Madrid are generally close to conservatives. Meanwhile, regional variation was found to condition production of both coda and word-final onset /s/, while gender was a predictive social factor for the affricate, and the social context governed variation for three of the four phenomena.



This last factor merits further attention, as it points to the degree of accommodation that speakers undertake based on the scripted or unscripted speech they produce. Notably, both coda /s/ and intervocalic /d/ perform similarly, with scripted speeches favoring retention and unscripted ones instead favoring elision. Intervocalic /d/ elision has been described in previous variationist research (e.g., Ruiz-Martínez 2003; Villena-Ponsoda and Moya-Corral 2016) as being associated with speakers from lower socioeconomic backgrounds, although the loss of /d/ in the participle -ado is an exception that has also been documented among educated speakers (e.g., Cruz-Ortiz 2022). Coda /s/ elision, on the other hand, is frequent throughout AS as a signifier of regional belonging (Fernández de Molina 2018; Vida 2004). This follows from the research by Villena-Ponsoda and Vida-Castro (2020), who described an intermediate variety between Standard Castilian and AS that is enjoying increased usage among young, middle-class, urban speakers. Both of these variants fit a similar profile and are notably reduced in more formal speech contexts, such as scripted speeches, in favor of a variety closer to the national standard.



The affricate had a different social meaning than these phenomena, with the normative variant occurring most in unscripted speeches with different-gender interlocutors, while the fronted regional variant was favored in scripted speeches and unscripted speeches with same-gender interlocutors. Particularly given the tendency for women to favor use of the regional variant, this suggests that women are most likely to produce the variant in speeches and when speaking with other women, while they are less likely to produce it in mixed company with male interlocutors. Similar to what Flores (2014) finds for the affricate in Chile, where it possesses social prestige, public speakers differ in their production of the variable based on the gender of their interlocutor.



With respect to regional variation, Samper-Padilla’s (2011) description of a continuum of elision, increasing as one moves south from Madrid, was not fully borne out by the data. While Madrid was clearly the site of the most conservative behavior for /s/ and /t͡ʃ/ amongst socialists, it also had high rates of /d/ elision. Furthermore, rather than representing a medial tendency between Madrid retention and Seville and Malaga elision, politicians from Cordoba elided at comparable rates to those of other politicians, with the exception of word-final onset /s/. Based on the strength of the claims seen in the work of Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa (2010, 2013), it was thought that regional norms might take a back seat to stylistic goals. However, at the community level, that was not the case. In particular, it seems that variable intervocalic /d/ elision has stabilized among politicians, as Cruz-Ortiz (2022) and Pollock and Wheeler (2022) have shown for other Andalusian politicians.



Finally, with respect to linguistic variation, findings from the previous literature were reflected by those in the current study. Retention of /s/ was favored in nouns and before high vowels, and it was more frequent in word-final onset position than in coda position. For retention of /d/, elision was favored by participles and in the contexts /a_o/ and /a_a/. Meanwhile, /t͡ʃ/ presented several interesting results meriting further research, including a tendency to be fronted following mid vowels and sonorants, preceding low vowels, and in unstressed syllables.




4.2. Individual Style-Shifting in Andalusian Spanish


The case-study analysis of Pérez Tapias presents several suggestions for further research. His deviation from regional tendencies in AS seems to have served as a stylistic response to the specific, embattled political situation in which he found himself in 2014. Bucholtz and Hall (2005, p. 595) have described stance as the means by which a speaker describes their relationship with a certain concept using language and stylistic variation. While a speaker’s stance may shift from moment to moment, the combined speech decisions contribute to a single unified whole that goes on to help inform further choices the speaker makes in a process called stance accumulation. Pérez Tapias appears to have been involved in just this behavior across all three interviews, as well as in the audio selected for LFI analysis, positioning himself in opposition to the corruption and secrecy of the current establishment.



Part of Pérez Tapias’ stylistic effort can be seen as a deviation from the expected AS speech norm. By using normative variants marked as part of NCPS, particularly retention of /s/, he seems to have been doing the opposite of María Antonia Martínez, the former Murcian president studied by Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa (2010). As a candidate for a national position at the head of the PSOE, Pérez Tapias was targeting not only an Andalusian audience but also a national one. Instead of using working-class linguistic features to develop a relationship with local voters, Pérez Tapias used normative features to separate himself from the Andalusian PSOE political establishment and align himself with a national identity. As a transplant in Granada, he was also following local norms that favor greater rates of NCPS variation while simultaneously diverging from PSOE norms in the region.



Alongside his language use, his final showing in the polls provides some perceptual insight into his message. Pedro Sánchez, a Madrid politician, won the 2014 election, while Pérez Tapias came in third. These results raise a question for future investigations about the way that Andalusian and national voters perceived his linguistic performance. Villena-Ponsoda (2013) has drawn on geolinguistics to argue that urban hubs present prestige patterns that have social power relative to their distance from the speaker (i.e., a rural speaker would be most affected by local patterns, followed by those of the nearest large city and, finally, by national normative expectations). By using less locally valued national prestige norms, Pérez Tapias may have been perceived as overly academic or rejecting local values, the opposite of community reactions in Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa’s (2013) findings for Martínez. Furthermore, given his intermediate tendency of regional production, placing him between AS and NCPS, it is possible that he was not close enough to either variety to win support from either subset of voters.



This analysis also demonstrates the value of examining discursive and topical differences related to style-shifting. While other research into peninsular political speech has described variation writ large at the level of individual speeches or in certain modes of speech (e.g., Hernández-Campoy and Cutillas-Espinosa 2013; Pollock and Wheeler 2022), emphasizing the role of individual decisions in stylistic variation (e.g., Cruz-Ortiz 2022), LFI analysis allows visualization of these trends at the individual level. As Sharma (2018) has argued for Fareed Zakaria, an Indian American news anchor, this analytical approach offers a better understanding of how a speaker varies in the moment, varying in regional production in the process of identity construction. Pérez Tapias, despite having lower rates of regional production than his peers, still uses these variants intentionally to emphasize moments of confidentiality and humor, creating rapport with his interviewer and his audience, as a means of emphasizing Andalusian solidarity even while constructing a more nationally relatable image.





5. Conclusions


This study contributes to the fields of Peninsular Spanish sociolinguistics, stylistic analysis, and political discourse through a sociophonetic lens. The quantitative results show differences in the linguistic resources available to politicians in four Spanish cities that can be used for style-shifting, establishing a baseline norm within this political community of practice. As both social and linguistic factors govern production of the four regional phenomena examined, it would behoove future researchers to include additional AS regional phenomena with variable levels of social acceptance that could be employed in style-shifting behavior, such as seseo and ceceo, liquid neutralization, and /x/ weakening.



Shifting from a macro view of community variation, the micro-level case study of individual stylistic choices by a single politician showed how speakers follow broad norms in a community of practice, as well as how linguistic tools in a speaker’s repertoire can be employed to construct a consistent identity in opposition to the mainstream. Overall, this article contributes to our understanding of Andalusian Spanish and style-shifting in political speech by offering a comprehensive vision of regional variation and performativity, capturing the degree to which politicians have agentive command over regional and normative features as a means of controlling their public image.
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Notes


	
1.

	

Additionally, albeit anecdotally, the former Spanish Prime Minister Felipe González (1982–1996) is often referenced by Andalusians as one of the first major politicians to use Andalusian phonetic features in oral political discourse, granting them a higher degree of acceptability and prestige.






	
2.

	

However, see Villena-Ponsoda and Vida-Castro (2020) for a description of an intermediate form blending Standard Castilian and AS in a type of koine mainly used by young urban speakers from the middle class. This shows an ongoing shift resulting from national education norms and regional varieties, yielding a novel variety gathering popularity across Andalusia and gaining acceptance particularly in Seville.






	
3.

	

A reviewer notes that this may be the result of Pérez-Tapias’ time in Granada, a region where convergence with NCPS is more likely than in the west of Andalusia. Given his early exposure to Sevillian Spanish, connections to a cohort of politicians across Andalusia, and ongoing contact with the eastern variety through his career, this presents an interesting case study to see how these various factors in the politician’s life and background combine to inform his linguistic behavior and output.









References


	



Ahearn, Laura M. 2001. Language and Agency. Annual Review of Anthropology 30: 109–37. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Antón, Marta M. 1998. Del uso sociolingüístico de las oclusivas posnucleares en el español peninsular norteño. Hispania 81: 949–58. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Bell, Alan. 1984. Language style as audience design. Language in Society 13: 145–204. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Blanco, Ana. 2004. Estudio sociolingüístico de Alcalá de Henares. Ph.D. dissertation, Universidad de Alcalá, Madrid, Spain. [Google Scholar]

	



Boersma, Paul, and David Weenink. 2022. Praat: Doing Phonetics by Computer [Computer Program], Version 6.0.35, Retrieved 16 October 2021; Available online: http://www.praat.org/ (accessed on 16 October 2021).

	



Bucholtz, Mary, and Kira Hall. 2005. Identity and Interaction: A Sociocultural Linguistic Approach. Discourse Studies 7: 585–614. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Coupland, Nikolas. 2001. Language, situation, and the relational self: Theorizing dialect-style in sociolinguistics. In Style and Sociolinguistic Variation. Edited by Penelope Eckert and John R. Rickford. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 185–210. [Google Scholar]

	



Cruz-Ortiz, Rocío. 2019. El habla de los políticos andaluces en Madrid. Mantenimiento y pérdida del vernáculo andaluz. Ph.D. dissertation, Universidad de Granada, Granada, Spain. [Google Scholar]

	



Cruz-Ortiz, Rocío. 2022. Sociofonética andaluza. Caracterización lingüística de los presidentes y ministros de Andalucía en el Gobierno de España (1923–2011). Berlin: De Gruyter. [Google Scholar]

	



Del Saz, María. 2019. From postaspiration to affrication: New phonetic contexts in western Andalusian Spanish. Paper presented at 19th ICPhS, Melbourne, Australia, August 5–9. [Google Scholar]

	



Díaz-Campos, Manuel, Stephen Fafulas, and Michael Gradoville. 2018. Stable variation or change in progress? A sociolinguistic analysis of the alternation between para and pa. In Current Issues in Linguistic Theory. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, vol. 340, pp. 223–45. [Google Scholar]

	



Eckert, Penelope. 1989. The whole woman: Sex and gender differences in variation. Language Variation and Change 1: 245–67. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Eckert, Penelope. 2008. Variation and the indexical field. Journal of Sociolinguistics 12: 453–76. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fernández de Molina, Elena. 2015. La influencia de la variable generación en la variación lingüística de Mérida (Badajoz). Análisis y resultados de nuevas actitudes. Revista de Investigación Lingüística 18: 65–88. [Google Scholar]

	



Fernández de Molina, Elena. 2018. El habla de Mérida y sus cercanías. Nuevos tiempos y nuevos resultados. Anuario de letras. Lingüística y Filología 6: 119–54. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fernández de Molina, Elena. 2021. Estudio sociolingüístico de las intervenciones políticas y públicas de los presidentes del gobierno extremeño. Cultura, Lenguaje y Representación 26: 167–87. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fernández de Molina, Elena, and Juan Manuel Hernández-Campoy. 2018. Geographic varieties of Spanish. In The Cambridge handbook of Spanish linguistics. Edited by Kimberly Geeslin. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 496–528. [Google Scholar]

	



Flores, Tanya. 2014. A Socio-Phonetic Examination of Co-Articulation in Chilean Public Speech (Document No. AAI3665473). Ph.D. dissertation, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, USA. [Google Scholar]

	



Flores, Tanya. 2018. Lexical Frequency Effects in Chilean Spanish Affricate Fronting. Southern Journal of Linguistics 41: 17–39. [Google Scholar]

	



García-Marcos, Francisco Joaquín. 1990. Estratificación social del español de la Costa granadina. Almería: Departamento de Lingüística General y Teoría de la Literatura. [Google Scholar]

	



Gil-Peña, Noelia. 2004. Estudio sociolingüístico de la fonética de la ciudad de Madrid. Ph.D. dissertation, University of Alcalá, Madrid, Spain. [Google Scholar]

	



Gómez-Serrano, Antonio. 1994. Aspectos del Habla de Linares (Jaén). Malaga: University of Malaga. [Google Scholar]

	



Gordon, Matthew, Paul Barthmaier, and Kathy Sands. 2002. Cross-linguistic acoustic study of voiceless fricatives. Journal of the International Phonetic Association 32: 141–74. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Hall-Lew, Lauren, Rebecca Starr, and Elizabeth Coppock. 2012. Style-shifting in the U. S. Congress: The vowels of “Iraq(i)”. In Style-Shifting in Public: New Perspectives on Stylistic Variation. Edited by Juan Manuel Hernández-Campoy and Juan Antonio Cutillas-Espinosa. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, pp. 45–63. [Google Scholar]

	



Hall-Lew, Lauren, Ruth Friskney, and James M. Scobbie. 2017. Accommodation or political identity: Scottish members of the UK Parliament. Language Variation and Change 29: 341–63. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Harjus, Jannis. 2017. Perceptual variety linguistics: Jerezano speakers’ concepts and perceptions of phonetic variation in western Andalusian Spanish. Loquens 4: 1–15. [Google Scholar]

	



Harrington, Jonathan. 2007. Evidence for a relationship between synchronic variability and diachronic change in the Queen’s annual Christmas broadcasts. Laboratory Phonology 9: 125–44. [Google Scholar]

	



Hay, Jennifer, Stefanie Jannedy, and Norma Mendoza-Denton. 1999. Oprah and /ay/: Lexical frequency, referee design and style. ICPhS 14: 1389–92. [Google Scholar]

	



Henriksen, Nicholas. 2014. Sociophonetic analysis of phonemic trill variation in two sub-varieties of Peninsular Spanish. Journal of Linguistic Geography 2: 4–24. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Henríquez-Barahona, Marisol, and Darío Fuentes-Grandón. 2018. Realizaciones de los fonemas /t͡ʃ/ y /ʈ͡ʂ/ en el chedungun hablado por niños bilingües del alto Biobío: Un análisis espectrográfico. Literatura y Lingüística 37: 253–72. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Hernández-Campoy, Juan Manuel, and Juan Antonio Cutillas-Espinosa. 2010. Speaker design practices in political discourse: A case study. Language and Communication 30: 297–309. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Hernández-Campoy, Juan Manuel, and Juan Antonio Cutillas-Espinosa. 2013. The effects of public and individual language attitudes on intra-speaker variation: A case study of style-shifting. Multilingua 31: 79–101. [Google Scholar]

	



Hernández-Campoy, Juan Manuel, and José María Jiménez-Cano. 2003. Broadcasting standardization: An analysis of the linguistic normalization process in Murcian Spanish. Journal of Sociolinguistics 7: 321–47. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Herrero de Haro, Alfredo. 2017. The phonetics and phonology of Eastern Andalusian Spanish: A review of literature from 1881 to 2016. Íkala, Revista de Lenguaje y Cultura 22: 313–57. [Google Scholar]

	



Herrero de Haro, Alfredo, and John Hajek. 2022. Eastern Andalusian Spanish. Journal of the International Phonetic Association 52: 135–56. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Holliday, Nicole. 2017. “My Presiden(T) And Firs(T) Lady Were Black”: Style, Context, And Coronal Stop Deletion in The Speech of Barack And Michelle Obama. American Speech 92: 459–86. [Google Scholar]

	



Hualde, José Ignacio, and Sonia Colina. 2014. Los Sonidos del español. New York: Cambridge University Press. [Google Scholar]

	



Johnson, Daniel Ezra. 2009. Getting off the GoldVarb Standard: Introducing Rbrul for Mixed-Effects Variable Rule Analysis. Language and Linguistics Compass 3: 359–83. [Google Scholar]

	



Johnson, Daniel Ezra. 2014. Progress in Regression: Why Natural Language Data Calls For Mixed-Effects Models. Available online: http://www.danielezrajohnson.com/ (accessed on 16 October 2021).

	



Kirkham, Sam, and Emma Moore. 2016. Constructing social meaning in political discourse: Phonetic variation and verb processes in Ed Miliband’s speeches. Language in Society 45: 87–111. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Labov, William. 1972. Sociolinguistic Patterns. Oxford: Blackwell. [Google Scholar]

	



López-Morales, Humberto. 1983. Estratificación social del español en San Juan de Puerto Rico. Mexico: Editorial Galache. [Google Scholar]

	



Martín-Butragueño, Pedro. 1995. La variable (s) en el sur de Madrid. Contribución al estudio de la frontera de las hablas meridionales del español. Anuario de Letras 33: 5–57. [Google Scholar]

	



Melguizo-Moreno, Elisabeth. 2006. La fricatización de /č/ en una comunidad de hablantes granadina. Interlingüística 17: 748–57. [Google Scholar]

	



Molina-Martos, Isabel. 1998. La fonética de Toledo. Contexto geográfico y social. Alcalá de Henares: Servicio de Publicaciones de la Universidad de Alcalá. [Google Scholar]

	



Molina-Martos, Isabel. 2015. La variable sociolingüística /-s/ en el distrito de Vallecas (Madrid). In Patrones sociolingüísticos de Madrid. Edited by Ana M. Cestero-Mancera, Isabel Molina-Martos and Florentino Paredes-García. Bern: Peter Lang, pp. 91–116. [Google Scholar]

	



Molina-Martos, Isabel, and Florentino Paredes-García. 2014. Sociolingüística de la elisión de la dental /d/ en Madrid (distrito de Salamanca). Cuadernos de Lingüística del Colegio de México. Estudios de cambio y variación 2: 55–114. [Google Scholar]

	



Moreno Fernández, Francisco. 2009. La Lengua Española en su Geografía. Madrid: Arco/Libros. [Google Scholar]

	



Moya-Corral, Juan Antonio. 1979. La pronunciación del español en Jaen. Granada: University of Granada. [Google Scholar]

	



Pérez-Martín, Ana María. 2003. Estudio sociolingüístico de El Hierro. Ph.D. thesis, Universidad de Las Palmas, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain. [Google Scholar]

	



Podesva, Robert J. 2007. Phonation type as a stylistic variable: The use of falsetto in constructing a persona. Journal of Sociolinguistics 11: 478–504. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Podesva, Robert J., Jermay Reynolds, Patrick Callier, and Jessica Baptiste. 2015. Constraints on the social meaning of released /t/: A production and perception study of US politicians. Language Variation and Change 27: 59–87. [Google Scholar]

	



Pollock, Matthew. 2022. Buenas no[tʃ]es y mu[ts]ísimas gracias: Variable Affricate Production in Peninsular Spanish Political Discourse [Conference Presentation]. Paper presented at the The 10th International Workshop on Spanish Sociolinguistics (WSS10), Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA, USA, April 7–9; Available online: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/363539486_Buenas_notes_y_mutsisimas_gracias_Variable_Affricate_Production_in_Peninsular_Spanish_Political_Discourse (accessed on 16 October 2021).

	



Pollock, Matthew. 2023. Performing Andalusian in Political Speech: Political Party And Sociophonetic Patterns Across Production And Perception. Ph.D. dissertation, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN, USA. [Google Scholar]

	



Pollock, Matthew, and Jamelyn A. Wheeler. 2022. Syllable-final /s/ and intervocalic /d/ elision in Andalusia: The Formation of Susana Díaz’s Regional Identity in Political Discourse. Language and Communication 87: 191–204. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Pollock, Matthew, and Jamelyn A. Wheeler. 2023. Regional Variation and Speaker Design: A Sociophonetic Study of Galician Political Norms in Castellano [Conference Presentation]. Paper presented at the Forging Linguistic Identities, Towson University, MD, USA, March 17–18; Available online: https://www.researchgate.net/publication/369365796_Regional_variation_and_speaker_design_A_sociophonetic_study_of_Galician_political_norms_in_Castellano (accessed on 16 October 2021).

	



Rama, José, Lisa Zanotti, Stuart J. Turnbull-Dugarte, and Andrés Santana. 2021. Vox: The Rise of the Spanish Populist Radical Right. London: Routledge. [Google Scholar]

	



Rincón-Pérez, Miguel Ángel. 2015. An acoustic and perceptual análisis of vowels preceding final /-s/ deletion in the speech of Granada, Spain and Cartagena, Colombia. Ph.D. dissertation, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN, USA. [Google Scholar]

	



Ruiz-Domínguez, María del Mar. 1997. Estudio sociolinguistico del habla de Melilla. Ph.D. dissertation, Universidad de Alcalá, Madrid, Spain. [Google Scholar]

	



Ruiz-Martínez, Ana María. 2003. Estudio fonético del nordeste de la Comunidad de Madrid. Ph.D. dissertation, Universidad de Alcalá, Madrid, Spain. [Google Scholar]

	



Samper-Padilla, José Antonio. 2011. Socio-phonological Variation and change in Spain. In The Handbook of Hispanic Sociolinguistics. Edited by Manuel Díaz-Campos. Malden: Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 98–120. [Google Scholar]

	



Samper-Padilla, José Antonio, and Humberto López-Morales. 1990. Estudio sociolingüístico del español de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. Las Palmas: La Caja de Canarias. [Google Scholar]

	



Sharma, Devyani. 2018. Style dominance: Attention, audience, and the ‘real me’. Language in Society 47: 1–31. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Sharma, Devyani, and Ben Rampton. 2015. Lectal focusing in interaction: A new methodology for the study of style variation. Journal of English Linguistics 43: 3–35. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Tagliamonte, Sali A. 2012. Variationist Sociolinguistics: Change, Observation, Interpretation. Hoboken: Blackwell Publishing. [Google Scholar]

	



Tejada-Giráldez, María de la Sierra. 2015. Convergencia y divergencia entre comunidades de habla: A propósito de la /s/ implosiva. Contribución al estudio de los patrones sociolingüísticos del español de Granada. Ph.D. thesis, Universidad de Granada, Granada, Spain. [Google Scholar]

	



Torreira, Francisco, and Mirjam Ernestus. 2012. Weakening of intervocalic /s/ in the Nijmegen Corpus of Casual Spanish. Phonetica 69: 124–48. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Vida, Matilde. 2004. Estudio sociofonológico del español hablado en Malaga. Alicante: Universidad de Alicante. [Google Scholar]

	



Villena-Ponsoda, Juan Andrés. 2013. Actos de identidad: ¿Por qué persiste el uso de los rasgos lingüísticos de bajo prestigio social? Divergencia geográfica y social en el español urbano de Andalucía. In Estudios Descriptivos y Aplicados Sobre el Andaluz. Edited by Rosario Guillén Stuil. Seville: The University of Seville Press, pp. 173–207. [Google Scholar]

	



Villena-Ponsoda, Juan Andrés, and Antonio Manuel Ávila-Muñoz. 2014. Dialect stability and divergence in southern Spain. In Stability and Divergence in Language Contact: Factors and Mechanisms. Edited by Kurt Braunmüller, Steffen Höder and Karoline Kühl. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, pp. 207–38. [Google Scholar]

	



Villena-Ponsoda, Juan Andrés, and Juan Antonio Moya-Corral. 2016. Variation of intervocalic /d/ in two speech communities (Granada and Malaga). A comparative analysis of an erosive phono-logical change. Boletín de Filología 51: 281–321. [Google Scholar]

	



Villena-Ponsoda, Juan Andrés, and Matilde Vida-Castro. 2020. Variation, Identity and Indexicality in Southern Spanish: On the Emergence of a New Variety in Urban Andalusia. In Intermediate Language Varieties. Koinai and Regional Standards in Europe. Edited by Massimo Cerruti and Stavroula Tsiplakou. Amsterdam: John Benjamins, pp. 149–82. [Google Scholar]

	



Villena-Ponsoda, Juan Andrés, Francisco Díaz Montesinos, Antonio Manuel Ávila Muñoz, and María de la Cruz Lasarte Cervantes. 2011. Interacción de factores fonéticos y gramaticales en la variación fonológica: La elisión de /d/ intervocálica en la variedad de los hablantes universitarios en la ciudad de Malaga. In Variación lingüística y contacto de lenguas en el mundo hispánico: In memoriam of Manuel Álvar. Edited by Yolanda Congosto Martín and Elena Méndez García de Paredes. Bogotá: Iberoamericana, pp. 311–59. [Google Scholar]

	



Zimman, Lal. 2017. Gender as stylistic bricolage: Transmasculine voices and the relationship between fundamental frequency and /s/. Language in Society 46: 339–70. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]








[image: Languages 08 00196 g001 550] 





Figure 1. Spectrogram of comunidades (“communities”) from a Madrid politician. 
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Figure 2. Spectrogram of podemos (“we can”) from a Seville politician. 
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Figure 3. Spectrogram of el muchacho (“the boy”) with a fronted and normative affricate. 
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Figure 4. Normative and regional tokens in the study. 
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Figure 5. LFI analysis of Pérez Tapias in an interview with a female interlocutor. 
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Table 1. Andalusian regional variation for the four phenomena.
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	Phenomenon
	Spanish Phrase

“English Gloss”
	Normative

Production
	AS Regional

Production





	Coda /s/ elision
	las cosas

“the things”
	/las.ko.sas/
	[la∅.ko.sa∅]



	Word-final onset /s/ elision
	buenas ideas

“good ideas”
	/bue.na.si.ð̞e.as/
	[bue.na∅i̯.ð̞e.as]



	Affricate fronting
	muchos

“many”
	/mu.t͡ʃos/
	[mu.t͡sos]



	Intervocalic /d/ elision
	he comido

“I have eaten”
	/e.ko.mi.ð̞o/
	[e.ko.mi̯∅o]
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Table 2. Independent variables in the logistic regression model.






Table 2. Independent variables in the logistic regression model.





	
Factor Type

	
Factor

	
Variant One

	
Variant Two

	
Variant Three

	
Variant Four






	
Coda /s/

Linguistic

	
Position (2)

	
Intervocalic onset /s/

	
Coda /s/

	

	




	
Syllables (2)

	
Monosyllabic

	
Polysyllabic

	

	




	
Preceding vowel height (3)

	
High

	
Mid

	
Low

	




	
Following phone (3)

	
Consonant

	
Vowel

	
Pause

	




	
Morphemic status (4)

	
Plural ending

	
Second sing.

verbal use

	
Final non-inflectional

	
Other




	
Word-final onset /s/

Linguistic

	
Position (2)

	
Intervocalic onset /s/

	
Coda /s/

	

	




	
Syllables (2)

	
Monosyllabic

	
Polysyllabic

	

	




	
Preceding vowel height (3)

	
High

	
Mid

	
Low

	




	
Following phone (3)

	
Consonant

	
Vowel

	
Pause

	




	
Morphemic status (4)

	
Plural ending

	
Second sing.

verbal use

	
Final non-inflectional

	
Other




	
/t͡ʃ/

Linguistic

	
Preceding vowel height (3)

	
High

	
Mid

	
Low

	
Consonant




	
Following vowel height (3)

	
High

	
Mid

	
Low

	




	
Lexical stress (2)

	
Yes

	
No

	

	




	
/d/

Linguistic

	
Preceding phone height (3)

	
High

	
Mid

	
Low

	




	
Following phone height (3)

	
High

	
Mid

	
Low

	




	
Grammatical function (4)

	
Participle

	
Adjective

	
Unstressed other

	
Stressed other




	
Extralinguistic

	
City (4)

	
Seville

	
Cordoba

	
Madrid

	
Malaga




	
Gender (2)

	
Male

	
Female

	

	




	
Political party (2)

	
Socialist (PSOE)

	
Conservative (PP)

	

	




	
Context (3)

	
Interview: same-gender interlocutor

	
Interview: opposite-gender interlocutor

	
Prepared speech

	




	
Random effect

	
Speaker (32)
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Table 3. Retention of coda /s/ by the 32 politicians.
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	Party/Gender
	Cordoba
	Malaga
	Seville
	Madrid





	Conservatives
	6.6%
	14.3%
	5.4%
	90.0%



	   Female
	8.4%
	20.5%
	4.0%
	94.3%



	   Male
	4.8%
	9.9%
	6.7%
	85.6%



	Socialists
	15.1%
	5.9%
	13.4%
	94.3%



	   Female
	18.4%
	1.6%
	7.4%
	96.0%



	   Male
	11.1%
	9.4%
	19.5%
	92.6%



	Total
	11.1%
	10.3%
	9.4%
	92.1%
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Table 4. Logistic regression of coda /s/ with retention as the application value and speaker as a random effect.
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Factor

	
Log-Odds

	
Tokens

	
Percent

	
Factor Weight






	
City (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
Madrid

	
4.527

	
1197

	
92.1%

	
0.989




	

	
Malaga

	
−1.262

	
1135

	
11.1%

	
0.221




	

	
Cordoba

	
−1.618

	
1040

	
10.4%

	
0.165




	

	
Seville

	
−1.648

	
1194

	
9.4%

	
0.161




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
82.8




	
Following phone (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
Pause

	
2.078

	
680

	
41.0%

	
0.889




	

	
Voiceless stop ([p], [t], [k])

	
0.353

	
2490

	
32.9%

	
0.587




	

	
Voiced stop ([b], [d], [g])

	
0.162

	
636

	
30.2%

	
0.540




	

	
Nasal ([n], [m])

	
−0.174

	
389

	
23.1%

	
0.457




	

	
Fricative ([x], [θ], [f])

	
−0.335

	
101

	
22.8%

	
0.417




	

	
Liquid ([l], [ɾ])

	
−2.085

	
270

	
15.9%

	
0.111




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
77.8




	
Morphology (p = 0.032)

	

	




	

	
Non-morphemic

	
0.502

	
2041

	
34.9%

	
0.623




	

	
Verb

	
−0.067

	
555

	
29.7%

	
0.483




	

	
Plural

	
−0.435

	
1970

	
26.7%

	
0.393




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
23




	
Context (p = 0.014)

	

	




	

	
Scripted speeches

	
0.225

	
1545

	
33.0%

	
0.556




	

	
Same-gender interlocutor

	
−0.056

	
1487

	
31.5%

	
0.486




	

	
Different-gender interlocutor

	
−0.169

	
1534

	
30.6%

	
0.458




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
9.8




	
n = 4566     df = 14     Log-likelihood = −1155.9     R2 fixed = 0.641     R2 total = 0.737
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Table 5. Retention of word-final onset /s/ by the 32 politicians.






Table 5. Retention of word-final onset /s/ by the 32 politicians.





	Party/Gender
	Cordoba
	Malaga
	Seville
	Madrid





	Conservatives
	27.8%
	26.0%
	19.7%
	98.3%



	   Female
	28.2%
	40.3%
	20.3%
	99.3%



	   Male
	27.4%
	14.9%
	19.0%
	97.3%



	Socialists
	45.4%
	14.1%
	33.0%
	99.0%



	   Female
	52.7%
	8.4%
	19.9%
	99.3%



	   Male
	35.5%
	18.7%
	45.9%
	98.6%



	Total
	36.8%
	20.2%
	26.3%
	98.6%
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Table 6. Logistic regression of word-final onset /s/ with retention as the application value and speaker as a random effect.
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Factor

	
Log-Odds

	
Tokens

	
Percent

	
Factor Weight






	
City (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
Madrid

	
4.800

	
589

	
98.6%

	
0.992




	

	
Cordoba

	
−1.148

	
508

	
36.8%

	
0.241




	

	
Seville

	
−1.806

	
589

	
26.3%

	
0.141




	

	
Malaga

	
−1.847

	
554

	
20.2%

	
0.136




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
85.6




	
Grammatical function (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
Non-morphemic

	
1.751

	
737

	
69.6%

	
0.852




	

	
Plural

	
−0.868

	
958

	
36.8%

	
0.296




	

	
Verb

	
−0.882

	
545

	
31.0%

	
0.293




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
55.9




	
n = 2240     df = 7     Log-likelihood = −715.8     R2 fixed = 0.689     R2 total = 0.769
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Table 7. Post-alveolar [t͡ʃ] compared to the regional variant among the 32 politicians.
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	Party/Gender
	Cordoba
	Malaga
	Seville
	Madrid





	Conservatives
	90.3%
	87.7%
	100.0%
	90.2%



	   Female
	88.4%
	75.5%
	100.0%
	86.2%



	   Male
	92.0%
	98.2%
	100.0%
	94.4%



	Socialists
	87.4%
	79.2%
	83.3%
	93.0%



	   Female
	77.2%
	58.7%
	69.4%
	98.3%



	   Male
	100.0%
	95.0%
	100.0%
	87.7%



	Total
	88.8%
	83.5%
	91.8%
	91.6%
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Table 8. Logistic regression of /t͡ʃ/ with the post-alveolar variant as the application value and speaker as a random effect.
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Factor

	
Log-Odds

	
Tokens

	
Percent

	
Factor Weight






	
Gender (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
Male

	
1.088

	
436

	
95.9%

	
0.748




	

	
Female

	
−1.088

	
432

	
82.2%

	
0.252




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
49.6




	
Preceding phone height (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
High (/i/, /u/)

	
0.910

	
434

	
95.2%

	
0.713




	

	
Low (/a/)

	
0.877

	
21

	
91.9%

	
0.706




	

	
Mid (/e/, /o/)

	
−0.233

	
355

	
88.2%

	
0.442




	

	
Sonorant (/r/, /n/)

	
−1.554

	
58

	
70.7%

	
0.175




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
53.83




	
Context (p = 0.019)

	

	




	

	
Different-gender interlocutor

	
0.564

	
289

	
92.1%

	
0.637




	

	
Same-gender interlocutor

	
−0.149

	
272

	
89.7%

	
0.463




	

	
Scripted speeches

	
−0.415

	
307

	
85.3%

	
0.398




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
23.9




	
Following phone height (p = 0.007)

	

	




	

	
High (/i/, /u/)

	
0.612

	
68

	
98.5%

	
0.648




	

	
Mid (/e/, /o/)

	
0.285

	
504

	
92.1%

	
0.571




	

	
Low (/a/)

	
−0.898

	
296

	
81.8%

	
0.290




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
35.8




	
Lexical stress (p = 0.006)

	

	




	

	
Yes

	
0.769

	
140

	
95.7%

	
0.683




	

	
No

	
−0.769

	
728

	
87.8%

	
0.317




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
36.6




	
n = 868     df = 11 Log-likelihood = −198.1     R2 fixed = 0.245     R2 total = 0.687
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Table 9. Retention of intervocalic /d/ by the 32 politicians.
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	Party/Gender
	Cordoba
	Malaga
	Seville
	Madrid





	Conservatives
	65.2%
	72.4%
	76.1%
	72.7%



	   Female
	70.4%
	67.2%
	78.4%
	82.0%



	Male
	60.0%
	76.3%
	73.8%
	63.3%



	Socialists
	78.8%
	76.3%
	70.1%
	69.6%



	   Female
	78.0%
	85.8%
	70.3%
	71.1%



	   Male
	79.8%
	68.7%
	70.0%
	68.0%



	Total
	72.1%
	74.3%
	73.1%
	71.1%
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Table 10. Logistic regression of intervocalic /d/ with retention as the application value and speaker as a random effect.
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Factor

	
Log-Odds

	
Tokens

	
Percent

	
Factor Weight






	
Context (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
Scripted speech

	
0.910

	
771

	
86.4%

	
0.713




	

	
Different-gender interlocutor

	
−0.323

	
770

	
66.9%

	
0.420




	

	
Same-gender interlocutor

	
−0.586

	
726

	
64.2%

	
0.358




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
35.5




	
Following phone height (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
High (/i/, /u/)

	
0.498

	
134

	
82.1%

	
0.622




	

	
Low (/a/)

	
−0.012

	
702

	
76.8%

	
0.497




	

	
Mid (/e/, /o/)

	
−0.486

	
1431

	
69.7%

	
0.381




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
24.1




	
Preceding phone height (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
Mid (/e/, /o/)

	
0.400

	
352

	
78.4%

	
0.599




	

	
High (/i/, /u/)

	
0.097

	
985

	
75.4%

	
0.524




	

	
Low (/a/)

	
−0.497

	
930

	
67.5%

	
0.378




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
22.1




	
Syllable count (p = 0.016)

	

	




	

	
Monosyllabic

	
0.386

	
65

	
78.5%

	
0.595




	

	
Polysyllabic

	
−0.386

	
2202

	
72.5%

	
0.405




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
19




	
Grammatical function (p < 0.001)

	

	




	

	
Adjective

	
0.427

	
373

	
79.6%

	
0.605




	

	
Participle

	
−0.113

	
585

	
71.6%

	
0.472




	

	
Other

	
−0.315

	
1309

	
70.6%

	
0.422




	

	
Range

	

	

	

	
18.3




	
n = 2267     df = 11     Log-likelihood = −1200.3     R2 fixed = 0.148     R2 total = 0.215
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Table 11. Comparison of average rates of retention for Pérez Tapias versus speakers of AS and NCPS.
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	Phenomenon
	Pérez Tapias
	Andalusian PSOE
	Andalusian PP
	Madrid PSOE
	Madrid PP





	Coda /s/ retention
	36.7%
	9.4%
	8.5%
	94.3%
	90.0%



	Word-final onset /s/ retention
	69.3%
	26.9%
	24.1%
	99.0%
	98.3%



	Intervocalic /d/ retention
	29.30%
	24.70%
	28.40%
	30.50%
	27.30%



	Post-alveolar /t͡ʃ/ production
	100.0%
	81.8%
	93.1%
	93.0%
	90.2%
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