
1 
 

“Retrieving Landmark Salience based on Wikipedia: 
An Integrated Ranking Model” 
Supplementary Materials File 1: Online questionnaire - Landmark Categories 

 

1. Questionnaire structure and data collection 

This questionnaire aims to ascertain a list of Wikipedia categories associated with physical 
landmarks in dense urban areas. The questionnaire was conducted online, and it consisted of a 
number of general questions regarding the participants and the physical landmarks they use during 
car navigation process. 

The questionnaire was based on the stated preference approach. This approach relies on answers 
to carefully worded survey questions—in the form of individual preference indications—that are 
scaled following an appropriate model of preference to yield a measure of value. This method allows 
recognizing individual preferences, and therefore predicts future behavior for any number of 
variables that cannot be measured using routine methods. Special attention was given to defining an 
appropriate response time according to the complexity of each question. 

After a pilot study, the questionnaire was conducted by an electronic survey on the internet (via 
the SurveyMonkey online platform). It was completely anonymous with no record of any information 
that allows identifying the participants. Participants who did not fully complete the questionnaire 
were removed from the sample. Respondents’ participation was entirely voluntary. We circulated 
the questionnaire among colleagues, students and associates, asking them to circulate it to their 
contacts. 160 participants from all over the world, aged 18 and up participated in the online survey, 
indicating landmark categories they believe are relevant to route and survey knowledge. 

2. Ethical Approval and Supervision 

The questionnaire was conducted by XXXX, supervised by Dr. XXXX (names and affiliations are 
hidden for the review). All data collection and processing were carried according to national 
legislation. No personal or sensitive data was collected or processed. No vulnerable groups or 
individuals, such as children, prisoners, mental health patients or others, who might be considered 
unable to give free and informed consent were involved in the survey. The respondents’ answers 
were processed and published anonymously. According to regulations of the XXXX (name of the 
university hidden for the review) for online questionnaires of this kind, there was no requirement to 
obtain an ethics approval. 

3. A copy of the questionnaire1 

 
1 The original online form/link was removed from the SurveyMonkey system. 
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