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Abstract: This paper presents a new speech-enhancement approach based on an enhanced empirical
wavelet transform, considering the time and scale adaptation of thresholds for individual component
signals obtained from the used transform. The time adaptation is performed using the Teager energy
operator on the individual component signals, and the scale adaptation of thresholds is performed
by the modified level-dependent threshold principle for the individual component signals. The
proposed approach does not require an explicit estimation of the noise level or a priori knowledge of
the signal-to-noise ratio as is usually needed in most common speech-enhancement methods. The
effectiveness of the proposed method has been assessed based on over 1000 speech recordings from
the public Librispeech database. The research included various types of noise (among others white,
violet, brown, blue, and pink) and various types of disturbance (among others traffic sounds, hair
dryer, and fan), which were added to the selected test signals. The score of perceptual evaluation of
speech quality, allowing for the assessment of the quality of enhanced speech, and signal-to-noise
ratio, allowing for the assessment of the effectiveness of disturbance attenuation, are selected for the
evaluation of the resultant effectiveness of the proposed approach. The resultant effectiveness of
the proposed approach is compared with other selected speech-enhancement methods or denoising
techniques available in the literature. The experimental research results show that the proposed
method performs better than conventional methods in many types of high-noise conditions in terms
of producing less residual noise and lower speech distortion.

Keywords: adaptive thresholds; enhanced empirical wavelet transform; denoising; speech enhancement;
Teager energy operator

1. Introduction

Noise has been a problem since the first sound recording devices, such as the Edison
phonograph, were developed. These devices recorded voices and other sounds. Unfortu-
nately, while listening to the recordings after information acquisition, one could always
observe various unpleasant disturbances occurring in them. Some were caused by the
environment, and others (e.g., crackling) were the result of very poorly technologically
advanced devices [1]. By the end of the 20th century, technological advances had mini-
mized the mechanical factors of devices causing an obvious signal disturbance. Despite
this, noise is still present in modern audio systems, albeit at a low level. All recordings,
even those made in hermetic rooms, contain some background noise that is picked up
by the microphone. Contemporary microphones have high sensitivity, which results in
better clarity and accuracy of the recorded information [2]. Another factor that causes noise
in an audio recording is that each part of the recording equipment (e.g., a microphone,
amplifier, or mixer that processes the recorded signal) adds a certain electronic noise. Its
occurrence in the recording is the result of electric fluctuations that occur as a result of the
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chaotic movement of charge in electronic components [3]. One of the types of such noise
is thermal noise [4]. In addition, disturbance can also be caused by low-level magnetic
and electrostatic fields in and around buildings from supply circuits. The method to limit
this is to use shielded cables with appropriately designed insulation, most often with XLR
connectors [5].

Noise reduction is still under investigation in modern audio engineering. The devel-
opment of semiconductor technology has contributed to the progress of miniaturization,
which, in the area of computer technology, has allowed for the collection of more infor-
mation and faster processing. Currently, recordings of audio signals can be made using
a wide range of available devices. The choice of a specific tool is made mainly in terms
of the purpose of registrations and considering the conditions under which the registra-
tion is carried out. Presently, disturbances affecting the useful signal can have various
characteristics. In an open space, inexpedient sounds can be road and industrial noises,
while indoors, air conditioning, household appliances, office machines, or other general-use
devices can be noise sources. It happens that the sounds that make daily life easier can also
be treated under certain conditions as a disturbance degrading the signal, e.g., loud music.
In particular, this problem can be noticed in the currently widely developed voice recogni-
tion and monitoring systems, where additional noises can have a negative impact on the
correctness of detection, verification, identification, or recognition. Hence, it is important to
use various speech-enhancement (noise-reduction) techniques. In the context of speech or
speaker recognition based on the pattern recognition process that separates analysis from
recognition, speech enhancement already has great potential. Speech enhancement can also
be used in coding and with a variety of devices such as audio prostheses.

Considering the processing domain, traditional speech-enhancement methods can be divided
into three categories, namely time [6–10], frequency [11–14] and time–frequency [15–18] domain
methods. Despite the significant development of speech-enhancement techniques [19–25]
from particular categories in recent years, there is still a problem of obtaining a high-quality
speech signal with high noise attenuation. Typically, if a method maintains high noise
attenuation properties, such a method does not always provide a significant improvement
in speech quality. On the other hand, many methods with the potential to significantly
increase the quality of speech do not allow high attenuation of the noise signal. The
abovementioned problem significantly worsens in the case of highly noisy speech signals.
Therefore, considering the presented problems, it can be seen that in recent years there
has been a growing tendency to solve speech-enhancement problems using machine-
learning methods [26–29], in particular using various deep-learning techniques [30–34].
However, machine-learning approaches, compared to traditional speech-enhancement
techniques, often require significant computational capabilities of the hardware on which
the approach is implemented, and it is necessary to create a representative dataset that
includes possible numerous real-world cases. It is worth noting that despite the creation
of a representative training and validation dataset, the over-fitting of the appropriate
model can still occur, which cannot be generalized. Therefore, methods of traditional
speech enhancement are still being developed, regardless of machine-learning methods.
Hence, the paper presents a new traditional method of speech enhancement based on
a new high-efficiency decomposition technique for non-stationary noisy signals, i.e., an
enhanced empirical wavelet transform [35], which, in combination with the Teager energy
operator [36], allows the high suppression of the noise signal (based on the signal-to-noise
ratio (SNR) [37]) and allows for a significant improvement in the quality of speech (based
on the perceptual evaluation of speech quality (PESQ) measure [38]), especially in the case
of a highly noisy signal of speech. The proposed approach does not require an explicit
estimation of the noise level or a priori knowledge of the signal-to-noise ratio, as is usually
needed in most common speech-enhancement methods. The presented approach was
verified and compared with other available approaches in the literature. Verifications of the
proposed approach in the paper were carried out on recordings from one microphone. It is
worth noting that the proposed approach has the possibility of multidimensional analysis,
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and thus, it is possible to apply/extend the proposed approach to the analysis of speech
signals from many microphones.

2. Proposed Approach

In the proposed approach shown in Figure 1, the processed speech signal x(t) is
first decomposed into a maximum of N component signals xEEWTk (t) using the enhanced
empirical wavelet transform (EEWT) [35]. Each component signal xEEWTk (t) is successively
processed according to the following steps:

1. Determination of Teager Energy Operator xTEOk (t) [36];
2. Mask construction Mk(t) based on xTEOk (t);
3. Mask processing M′k(t);
4. Determination of the time–space adaptation of thresholds λ′k(t) based on M′k(t);
5. Realization of soft thresholding x′EEWTk (t) considering λ′k(t) for the component

signal xEEWTk (t).

In the last step, the individual processed signals x′EEWTk (t) are summed, as a result of
which an enhanced speech signal x′(t) is obtained.
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Figure 1. Diagram of the proposed speech-enhancement approach.

2.1. Enhanced Empirical Wavelet Transform (EEWT)

The EEWT algorithm can be represented in the following steps.

1. The use of fast Fourier transform (FFT) to determine the spectrum of the analyzed
signal.

2. The calculation of the upper envelope of the analyzed signal using the l-th order
statistical filter (OSF). In the enhanced method [35] (in relation to the conventional
empirical wavelet transform (EWT) [39]), the envelope is used to identify the trend of
spectrum variation. The number of order l is determined according to the relationship:

l = bntap ·
L
fs
c, (1)

where ntap is the filter order scaling parameter (ntap = 70 was adopted in the
research—see Section 2.6), L is the length of the analyzed signal, and fs is the sampling
frequency of the analyzed signal.

3. The determination of spectrum frequency peaks from the designated envelope and
the selection of useful ones based on the following criteria: (a) the width of a flat top
cannot be shorter than the order statistics filter size; (b) the most representative flat
top in the neighbor ones is picked out; (c) the useful flat tops do not appear in the
downtrend of the analyzed signal spectrum.

4. The calculation of the spectrum segmentation boundaries based on the flat tops
obtained in Step 3.
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5. The construction of the empirical scaling function and empirical wavelet as in the EWT
method [39], and the decomposition of the analyzed signal into component signals.

Steps 1–4 allow for the segmentation of the spectrum of the analyzed signal. To seg-
ment the spectrum, the segmentation boundaries must be determined. For this purpose, the
spectrum is normalized to the range [0; π] and is divided into up to N intervals (if the num-
ber of useful flat tops Nu is smaller than the predefined number of component signals N,
then the analyzed signal is decomposed into Nu of component signals). The predefined
number of component signals N of 32 was adopted in the research—see Section 2.6. The
individual interval boundaries are designated as ωk, where ω0 = 0 and ωmin(N,Nu) = π.

Each sub-range is marked as
min(N,Nu)⋃

k=1
Λk = [0; π]. The boundary determination is based

on flat tops described in Step 3. Each boundary is the minimum between subsequent flat
tops in the analyzed signal spectrum. If the flat tops are designated as FTk, then:

ωk = arg min
(

f̂ (ω)
)

ω∈(FTk ,FTk+1)

, (2)

where f̂ (ω) is the analyzed signal spectrum.
Step 5 allows for the construction of the empirical wavelets, allowing for the extraction

of individual component signals as described in [39]. For specific intervals, an empirical
scaling function Φk is constructed described by (3) and an empirical Meyer wavelet Ψk
described by (4) [39]:

Φk =


1 if |ω| ≤ ωk − τk

cos
[

π
2 υ
(

1
2τk

(|ω| −ωk + τk)
)]

if ωk − τk < |ω| < ωk + τk

0 otherwise
, (3)

Ψk =


1 if ωk + τk ≤ |ω| ≤ ωk+1 − τk+1

cos
[

π
2 υ
(

1
2τk+1

(|ω| −ωk+1 + τk+1)
)]

if ωk+1 − τk+1 < |ω| < ωk+1 + τk+1

sin
[

π
2 υ
(

1
2τk

(|ω| −ωk + τk)
)]

if ωk − τk ≤ |ω| ≤ ωk + τk

0 otherwise

, (4)

where υ(t) can be described as:

υ(t) =
{

t4(35− 84t + 70t2 − 20t3) if 0 < t < 1
0 otherwise

. (5)

For the defined empirical wavelet, the τk can be selected in many ways and determines the
appropriate width of the spectrum segment. One of the simplest choices is τk proportional
to ωk, so τk = ζωk, where 0 < ζ < 1.

The approximate coefficients are the scalar product of the processed signal and the
empirical scaling function:

Wε
x(0, t) = 〈x, Φ1〉 =

∫
x(τ)Φ1(τ − t)dτ. (6)

The detail coefficients are the scalar product of the processed signal and the empirical
wavelet:

Wε
x(k, t) = 〈x, Ψk〉 =

∫
x(τ)Ψk(τ − t)dτ. (7)
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For the defined approximation coefficients and detail coefficients, signal decomposition
defined by empirical wavelet transform can be described as:

xEEWTk (t) =
{

Wε
x(0, t) ∗Φ1(t) if k = 0

Wε
x(k, t) ∗Ψk(t) if k = 1, 2, . . . , min(N, Nu)

. (8)

In the research, the software provided by the authors of the paper [40] was used to prepare
the enhanced EWT method. A method that allows for the calculation of the upper envelope
of the analyzed signal using the specific order statistical filter was added to the available
software. In addition, based on the obtained envelope, a method was added that allows for
the determination of spectrum frequency peaks and selection of useful ones based on the
criteria characteristic of EEWT.

2.2. Teager Energy Operator (TEO)

For the time–space-adapted threshold construction, the Teager energy operator (TEO) [36]
is used, which for the k-th component signal xEEWTk (t) (in the discrete domain for sampling
moments ti) is given the following relationship:

xTEOk (ti) = xEEWTk (ti) · xEEWTk (ti)− xEEWTk (ti+1) · xEEWTk (ti−1). (9)

The use of the Teager energy operator allows for the increase of the ability to recognize a
speech signal from a disturbance (noise) signal.

2.3. Mask Construction

The mask construction for the k-th component signal is performed by smoothing the
signal xTEOk (t) (obtained with the Teager energy operator (TEO)) and then is normalized.
Thus, the initial construction of the mask Mk(t) is given by the relationship:

Mk(t) =
xTEOk (t) ∗ hk(t)

max
(∣∣xTEOk (t) ∗ hk(t)

∣∣) , (10)

where hk(t) is the impulse response for a second-order Butterworth low-pass filter (infinite
impulse response (IIR) filter).

2.4. Mask Processing

The time-scale adaptation of thresholds should be adjusted to the speech waveform;
therefore, the difference between the local maxima should be reduced. The processing
result should provide a compromise between noise attenuation and speech distortion. Thus,
the pre-calculated mask is processed according to the relationship:

M′k(t) =

{(
|Mk(t)|−Sk

max(|Mk(t)|−Sk)

)γ
if Sk < Sthres

0 if Sk ≥ Sthres
, (11)

where Sk is the parameter called offset and is determined as the abscissa of the maximum
of the amplitude distribution H of the corresponding mask Mk(t), and is estimated over
the analyzed frame:

Sk = abscissa[H(Mk(t))], (12)

γ is a parameter that affects the compromise between noise attenuation and speech dis-
tortion (γ = 0.125 was adopted in the research—see Section 2.6); Sthres is a parameter
that affects the ability to discern speech from silence (Sthres = 0.041 was adopted in the
research—see Section 2.6).
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2.5. Thresholding

As part of the thresholding, the level-dependent threshold is first determined in
accordance with the dependence:

λk = σk
2 log L

log2(k + 2)
, (13)

where k = 0, 1, 2, . . . , min(N, Nu), σk = MADk/0.6745 is the noise level, L is the length of
the analyzed signal, MADk is the median absolute deviation value for xEEWTk (t).

In the next step, based on the level-dependent threshold λk and the processed mask M′k(t),
the time–space adaptation of thresholds λ′k(t) is determined according to the dependence:

λ′k(t) =

{
Γλk(1−M′k(t)) if Pk

P < Pthres

λk(1−M′k(t)) if Pk
P ≥ Pthres

, (14)

where Pk is the power of the k-th component signal xEEWTk (t), P is the power of the
processed speech signal x(t), Pthres is the level-dependent threshold λk scaling trigger
(Pthres = 0.170 was adopted in the research—see Section 2.6); Γ is the scaling parameter of
the level-dependent threshold λk (Γ = 4.837 was adopted in the research—see Section 2.6).

In the last step, soft thresholding [41] is performed for individual k-th component
signals xEEWTk (t) based on the determined time–space adaptation of thresholds λ′k(t).

2.6. Final Processing

To obtain an enhanced speech signal x′(t), the individual processed k-th component
signals x′EEWTk (t) are summed according to the relationship:

x′(t) =
min(N,Nu)

∑
k=0

x′EEWTk (t). (15)

It is worth noting that the set of hyperparameters adopted in the research for proposed
approach—

[
ntap, N, Sthres, γ, Pthres, Γ

]
—is the result of the optimization process carried out

using Monte Carlo analysis for a subset of the selected test signal database with added
“white” noise with different SNRu values. The optimization process was focused on maxi-
mizing speech quality. The optimization process included many combinations of hyperpa-
rameters randomly selected from the space bounded by a hyperplane: [10, 3, 0, 0.125, 0.01, 1]
and [500, 100, 1, 3, 0.3, 5]. The effectiveness of the proposed approach will likely increase if
different types of disturbances are included in the optimization process. Nevertheless, by
comparing the proposed approach with the adopted hyperparameter values with other
speech-enhancement methods available in the literature, better effectiveness is obtained.

3. Materials

In the carried-out research, the well-known, publicly available Librispeech [42] database
was used as a source of clean speech. The Librispeech database is a large-scale corpus of
read speech in English with 1000 h of recordings. Its structure is divided into separate
subsets, which, by default, are used to train, develop, and evaluate automatic speech recog-
nition systems (“train”, “dev”, and “test” sets, respectively). Due to the extensive collection
of recordings in the Librispeech database, only the test subset was used in the experiments,
or more precisely the “test-clean” set. This collection contains a total of approx. 2600 speech
files, the duration of which ranges from 1 to 35 s (a total of over 5 h of recordings), while
approx. 400 recordings are equal to or shorter than 3 s, 800 recordings are equal to or shorter
than 4 s, 1000 recordings are equal to or shorter than 5 s, and 2000 recordings are equal to
or shorter than 10 s. Initial experiments were shown that consider that each of the methods
of speech enhancement or noise reduction described in this paper is time-consuming, even
on a limited, selected subset of the Librispeech database (“test-clean”). Therefore, it was
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decided to use a smaller but representative number of recordings and speakers from the
subset of the “test-clean” set, in which recordings with a duration of no longer than 5 s
(exactly 1093 speech files; 1 h of recordings) in total, including each of (i.e., 40) speakers
from the “test-clean” set), were used. Speech files selected in this way from the Librispeech
database were used as a reference set of clean speech, to which were added various types
of selected noises and ambient sounds. Speech files prepared in such a way, containing
noise, were used as the input data for each of the tested methods of speech enhancement or
noise reduction.

4. Results and Discussion

The research used the database of speech signals described in Section 3. For the
assumed database of test speech signals, the following types of noise [43] were added
successively: white, pink, blue, violet, and brown. The following types of disturbances:
traffic noise, fan, a hair dryer (ambient sounds recordings from own resources) with
SNRu values equal to 20 dB, 10 dB, 0 dB, −10 dB, −20 dB, where SNRu is unprocessed
signal-to-noise ratio determined according to the relationship:

SNRu = 10 log
∑L

i=1

{
(xclean(ti))

2
}

∑L
i=1

{
(xnoise(ti))

2
} , (16)

where xclean(ti) is the non-distorted (clean) speech signal, xnoise(ti) is the added noise
(disturbance) signal, ti is the sampling moments, L is the length of the analyzed signal.
Color noise is generated by taking uniform white noise and filtering with a coloring filter
to obtain the desired noise spectrum with a power spectral density function given by:

S( f ) =
L( f )
| f |α

, (17)

where α is a real number in the interval [−2, 2] and L( f ) is a positive, slowly varying or
constant function. Pink noise (α = 1) has equal energy per octave and the power spectral
density of pink noise decreases 3 dB per octave. Blue noise (α = −1) has a power spectral
density that increases by 3 dB per octave. Violet noise (α = −2) has a power spectral density
that increases by 6 dB per octave. Brown noise (α = 2) has a power spectral density that
decreases by 6 dB per octave.

For individual considered noisy speech signals, the process of speech enhancement
was implemented using the proposed approach and selected methods of noise reduction or
speech enhancement available in the literature, i.e., Karhunen–Loeve transform (KLT)—a
generalized subspace approach of KLT [44,45], SSboll—spectral subtraction [13,46], WT-
TEO—wavelet speech enhancement based on time-scale adaptation [47], NR—noise re-
duction using spectral gating [48,49], H-SVD—noise-reduction technique based on Hankel
matrix and singular value decomposition [50], EEMD-SVD—noise-reduction technique
based on ensemble empirical mode decomposition and singular value decomposition [51].

For the individual speech-enhancement results obtained by the considered methods
for the considered noisy speech signals, two measures were determined, i.e., the signal-to-
noise ratio (SNR) [37] assessing the ability to suppress noise (disturbance) by the considered
methods, and the perceptual evaluation of speech quality (PESQ) score [38] assessing the
quality of the processed speech signal. The PESQ score was determined using the available
Python library [52], and the SNR was calculated according to the relationship [37]:

SNR = 10 log
∑L

i=1

{
(xclean(ti))

2
}

∑L
i=1

{
(x′(ti)− xclean(ti))

2
} , (18)
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where xclean(ti) is the clean signal without added noise, and x′(t) is the result of the
considered methods of speech enhancement or noise reduction.

Figure 2a shows a comparison of the effectiveness of the considered methods for the
selected speech signal with the “white” noise with the value of SNRu = 0 dB in the time
domain. Based on the presented selected signals in the time domain, it can be seen that
the best representation of the original signal (e.g., by comparing the envelope signals) is
obtained for the proposed approach as well as for KLT and SSbol.

(a) time domain
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(b) time–frequency domain

Figure 2. The comparison of the effectiveness of the considered methods for the selected speech
signal with the “white” noise with the value of SNRu = 0 dB in the time (a) and the time–frequency
(b) domain.

Figure 2b shows a comparison of the effectiveness of the considered methods for
the selected speech signal with the “white” noise with the value of SNRu = 0 dB in the
time–frequency domain with the use of spectrograms. Based on the presented selected
spectrograms, it can be seen that the best recreation of signal features in the time–frequency
domain is obtained for the proposed approach. This property is especially important
for the speech recognition process [53–57] in which deep learning is used. In such a
process, algorithms can learn from features that are not always relevant to the listener.
Thus, obtaining a high PESQ/SNR and recreation of the appropriate envelope cannot
always be sufficient. Hence, a new approach has been proposed, which also allows for the
reconstruction of important features in the time–frequency domain, thanks to which the
use of such a block at the beginning of the signal chain in the speech recognition process
allows for a significant increase in the accuracy of speech recognition in a situation when
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the speech signal is noisy or disturbed, which is the subject of a separate publication. The
use of other selected speech-enhancement methods in the process of speech recognition
based on deep learning, in most cases deteriorated recognition, is due to the removal of
features that do not have to be important from the point of view of the listener, but are
important from the point of view of the deep-learning system.

Figures 3–7 show a comparison of the distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the
proposed approach and other considered methods for analyzed speech signals, considering
“white”, “violet”, “brown”, “blue”, and “pink” noise, respectively. The distribution of the
obtained results is presented using the boxplot. Due to the readability of the presented
research results, the mean value for individual boxplots is not plotted, because it almost
always fluctuated around the median or coincided with the median.

Figure 3. The distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the proposed approach and other considered
methods for analyzed speech signals with “white” noise.
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Figure 4. The distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the proposed approach and other considered
methods for analyzed speech signals with “violet” noise.

Figures 8–10 show a comparison of the distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the
proposed approach and other considered methods for analyzed speech signals, considering
disturbances such as traffic sounds, hair dryer, and fan. The distribution of the obtained
results is presented using the boxplot. Due to the readability of the presented research
results, the mean value for individual boxplots is not plotted, because it almost always
fluctuated around the median or coincided with the median. Table 1 shows the maximum
and median values of PESQ score for individual considered cases. Table 2 shows the
maximum and median values of the SNR for individual considered cases.
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Figure 5. The distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the proposed approach and other considered
methods for analyzed speech signals with “brown” noise.

Based on the research results presented in Figures 3–10 regarding the PESQ score, it
can be seen that the proposed approach provides the best global enhancement of speech
quality for various types of noise and various types of disturbances (ambient sounds). The
greatest effectiveness of the proposed approach is visible for the SNRu at the level from
20 dB to 0 dB.

Based on the research results presented in Figures 3–10 regarding the SNR, it can
be seen that the proposed approach provides the best noise (disturbance) attenuation for
the analyzed speech signals for various types of noise and various types of disturbances
(ambient sounds). In the case of this parameter, the high efficiency of the proposed approach
is evident for both a low and a high SNRu value. Additionally, it is worth noting that
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the dispersion of the research results for the proposed approach is small in the case of
SNR, i.e., the resultant mean value, median value, lower and upper quartile, and the
minimum and maximum value excluding outliers, and almost coincides with the adopted
axis scale considering the dispersion for each analyzed speech enhancement or noise-
reduction methods. On this basis, it can be concluded that the high noise (disturbance)
attenuation ability will be maintained with a high probability for various types of other
noises (disturbances). In the case of other considered methods, the dispersion is much more
noticeable, which indicates significantly changeable effectiveness.

Figure 6. The distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the proposed approach and other considered
methods for analyzed speech signals with “blue” noise.
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Figure 7. The distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the proposed approach and other considered
methods for analyzed speech signals with “pink” noise.

The highest efficiency is understood as maintaining the highest median value and the
mean value of PESQ and SNR for various types of disturbing signals with different SNRu
values. In the case of SNR, both the aforementioned median and mean values as well as the
other statistical parameters (e.g., minimum and maximum value) are the highest among all
the methods considered in the research. In the case of PESQ, other methods have sometimes
obtained higher maximum PESQ values (e.g., SSboll for “pink” noise with SNRu = −20 dB)
or higher minimum PESQ values (e.g., KLT for “white” noise with SNRu = −10 dB).
This situation means that sometimes, as a result of the noise (disturbance) attenuation,
the speech quality can be distorted from the listener’s point of view, or sometimes it is
observable to obtain a speech signal of better quality for other methods than the proposed
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approach. It is worth noting that extending the process of optimization of hyperparameters
(see Section 2.6), considering other selected noises, could make better speech-enhancement
results for the proposed method in selected cases for noise other than “white” noise, where
other methods provided better results (e.g., “pink”).

Figure 8. The distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the proposed approach and other considered
methods for analyzed speech signals with ambient sound like “traffic sounds”.
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Figure 9. The distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the proposed approach and other considered
methods for analyzed speech signals with ambient sound like “hair dryer”.



Electronics 2023, 12, 3167 16 of 21

Figure 10. The distribution of PESQ and SNR results for the proposed approach and other considered
methods for analyzed speech signals with ambient sound like “fan”.
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Table 1. The maximum and median values of PESQ score for individual considered cases.
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“white”
noise

20 3.90 2.00 4.01 3.50 3.81 2.55 2.28 2.97 1.42 2.82 2.57 2.96 1.44 1.51
10 3.00 1.91 2.89 2.61 2.71 2.57 1.91 2.31 1.44 2.01 1.93 1.96 1.47 1.40
0 2.24 1.50 1.77 1.90 2.18 2.24 1.55 1.71 1.21 1.37 1.45 1.63 1.48 1.24
−10 1.86 1.46 1.24 1.61 1.68 1.87 1.48 1.36 1.22 1.10 1.27 1.31 1.27 1.19
−20 1.49 1.60 1.20 1.39 1.40 1.31 1.42 1.19 1.07 1.05 1.18 1.05 1.08 1.16

“violet”
noise

20 4.45 1.94 3.93 3.97 3.65 2.58 2.51 3.29 1.51 2.68 3.03 2.74 1.46 1.57
10 3.78 1.75 2.49 3.23 3.20 2.56 2.09 2.79 1.40 1.69 2.36 2.28 1.43 1.46
0 3.10 1.60 1.86 2.49 2.65 2.57 1.64 2.23 1.24 1.30 1.81 1.87 1.47 1.26
−10 2.05 1.53 1.44 1.68 1.88 1.84 1.48 1.54 1.22 1.15 1.29 1.53 1.23 1.26
−20 1.70 1.50 1.27 1.50 1.25 1.20 1.51 1.32 1.18 1.10 1.26 1.08 1.09 1.19

“brown”
noise

20 4.50 1.50 3.01 4.36 3.81 2.55 2.97 4.11 1.20 1.71 3.14 2.73 1.44 1.71
10 4.50 1.50 2.03 4.28 3.87 2.68 2.94 4.02 1.20 1.34 3.13 2.73 1.44 1.70
0 4.00 1.53 1.51 3.74 3.30 2.34 2.13 3.20 1.23 1.15 2.65 2.37 1.12 1.50
−10 3.45 2.05 1.20 2.58 2.85 1.17 3.00 2.37 1.42 1.09 1.78 1.97 1.06 1.84
−20 2.20 1.80 1.14 1.69 1.76 1.11 1.37 1.42 1.25 1.03 1.26 1.32 1.08 1.23

“blue”
noise

20 4.00 2.00 3.77 3.70 3.59 2.42 2.29 3.06 1.31 2.77 2.77 2.48 1.40 1.50
10 3.78 2.13 2.96 3.22 3.25 2.70 2.13 2.83 1.36 1.98 2.33 2.28 1.49 1.47
0 2.50 1.75 1.87 2.07 2.31 2.36 1.53 1.87 1.28 1.35 1.58 1.69 1.43 1.21
−10 1.83 1.66 1.41 1.67 1.75 2.05 1.41 1.40 1.32 1.16 1.32 1.35 1.26 1.17
−20 1.52 1.51 1.27 1.20 1.66 1.27 1.51 1.23 1.21 1.10 1.08 1.24 1.08 1.19

“pink”
noise

20 4.42 1.91 3.45 4.28 3.78 2.83 2.81 3.35 1.28 1.96 3.22 2.72 1.53 1.69
10 3.10 1.70 2.03 2.91 2.93 2.66 2.09 2.37 1.28 1.37 2.16 2.06 1.46 1.44
0 2.00 1.47 1.47 1.75 1.91 2.49 1.57 1.63 1.14 1.16 1.39 1.51 1.28 1.23
−10 1.55 1.49 1.70 1.42 1.62 1.19 1.52 1.24 1.17 1.19 1.14 1.27 1.08 1.20
−20 1.33 1.43 1.69 1.17 1.65 1.17 1.36 1.15 1.05 1.05 1.06 1.11 1.08 1.11

traffic
sounds

20 4.17 1.35 3.07 3.84 3.40 2.58 2.76 3.22 1.18 2.08 2.96 2.43 1.47 1.70
10 2.89 1.44 2.07 2.79 2.47 2.65 2.24 2.31 1.23 1.51 2.14 1.88 1.52 1.58
0 1.92 1.38 1.56 1.85 1.72 1.83 1.61 1.52 1.14 1.18 1.43 1.37 1.14 1.27
−10 1.40 1.30 1.90 1.40 1.26 1.52 1.51 1.27 1.11 1.13 1.15 1.10 1.09 1.15
−20 1.47 1.27 1.60 1.44 1.28 1.33 1.60 1.26 1.08 1.13 1.12 1.10 1.07 1.13

hair
dryer

20 4.00 1.36 2.96 3.70 3.60 2.71 2.64 3.05 1.14 2.12 2.71 2.56 1.49 1.58
10 2.80 1.33 1.96 2.38 2.54 2.60 1.91 2.12 1.13 1.41 1.78 1.90 1.45 1.37
0 1.91 1.31 1.34 1.74 1.79 1.90 1.54 1.59 1.11 1.13 1.36 1.41 1.40 1.23
−10 1.62 1.85 1.90 1.58 1.41 1.90 1.63 1.42 1.16 1.21 1.16 1.15 1.39 1.13
−20 1.36 1.35 1.44 1.25 1.51 1.60 1.31 1.22 1.08 1.10 1.07 1.11 1.18 1.09

fan

20 3.56 1.33 2.79 3.25 3.17 2.54 2.41 2.69 1.11 1.91 2.49 2.30 1.43 1.59
10 2.52 1.32 1.96 2.37 2.36 2.50 1.89 1.95 1.12 1.41 1.74 1.77 1.41 1.39
0 1.95 1.37 1.54 1.90 1.97 2.05 1.71 1.55 1.13 1.17 1.42 1.49 1.30 1.30
−10 1.45 1.32 1.11 1.33 1.36 1.60 1.30 1.26 1.12 1.04 1.13 1.13 1.26 1.13
−20 1.30 1.24 2.05 1.24 1.17 1.92 1.24 1.18 1.09 1.12 1.10 1.06 1.28 1.09
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Table 2. The maximum and median values of the SNR for individual considered cases.
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“white”
noise

20 22.43 5.00 21.72 19.56 13.07 4.75 11.47 17.18 0.25 17.32 13.73 9.23 0.62 1.51
10 19.38 1.12 17.36 18.32 13.47 3.13 11.14 15.29 −2.05 11.78 13.69 8.84 −2.51 −1.20
0 16.49 0.83 15.12 10.89 11.63 5.54 6.29 11.63 −1.68 9.78 8.69 8.99 −0.60 0.02
−10 5.14 0.13 4.46 1.50 3.20 3.50 −0.81 1.11 −1.58 0.78 −1.60 −0.25 −2.94 −3.86
−20 0.14 −0.84 −1.71 −1.30 −1.04 −1.04 −1.97 −3.63 −3.19 −4.05 −7.16 −5.96 −7.20 −8.32

“violet”
noise

20 27.63 6.06 25.07 23.65 13.10 2.21 11.25 19.82 1.28 19.45 13.80 8.25 −3.44 −2.42
10 21.08 2.84 19.56 20.44 12.01 2.30 11.41 15.48 −1.20 14.17 11.04 7.74 −2.90 −1.64
0 22.76 2.08 15.81 18.94 12.16 6.04 2.70 14.71 −1.95 10.35 11.06 8.63 −1.81 −2.18
−10 13.82 0.23 4.42 6.51 6.53 4.19 −1.24 7.36 −3.53 1.39 4.00 2.01 −4.75 −6.06
−20 1.91 0.43 0.36 1.16 0.21 −1.37 −2.08 0.14 −1.33 −1.29 −0.97 −4.15 −6.16 −8.34

“brown”
noise

20 25.02 3.11 20.63 18.73 12.57 3.86 10.20 18.31 0.05 11.59 16.01 7.85 −3.35 −2.23
10 14.98 −0.02 12.41 10.44 13.82 4.11 11.72 12.64 −3.61 6.24 9.92 9.44 −4.11 −0.04
0 5.25 0.00 3.40 3.03 10.00 −0.83 6.95 2.59 −2.34 −2.16 1.35 7.24 −8.78 −1.08
−10 2.10 −3.28 1.83 −0.27 10.00 −1.29 0.29 −3.26 −5.54 −7.01 −6.93 5.69 −8.88 −7.47
−20 −1.04 −5.16 −1.78 −9.58 −0.61 −10.08 0.00 −6.49 −7.55 −9.95 −11.68 −3.00 −12.89 −7.00

“blue”
noise

20 24.93 6.39 23.84 24.09 10.39 0.70 9.50 18.33 1.37 18.49 14.94 6.06 −4.30 −3.88
10 18.20 5.58 18.03 19.23 11.76 2.93 10.73 14.13 2.70 13.42 11.97 7.88 −1.72 −0.19
0 15.02 1.99 12.14 10.40 8.34 2.30 1.65 9.32 −0.65 7.58 7.10 5.68 −1.99 −1.58
−10 9.98 2.08 5.35 4.01 4.06 3.77 −2.92 4.91 −0.15 1.20 1.02 0.02 −4.65 −6.85
−20 0.48 0.01 −0.30 0.02 −1.16 −2.40 −3.25 −0.81 −1.54 −2.00 −3.62 −5.60 −7.19 −9.03

“pink”
noise

20 25.02 2.18 23.40 21.33 13.50 2.44 11.25 19.21 −1.12 14.89 17.77 8.41 −3.30 −2.14
10 15.02 0.82 14.04 12.92 13.34 5.65 10.99 12.84 −1.32 8.83 11.69 9.22 −0.84 0.90
0 4.01 −0.90 3.38 2.84 7.00 −0.79 5.71 2.05 −3.02 −0.82 0.76 4.92 −8.15 −1.87
−10 3.75 −0.87 0.55 0.94 4.73 −1.53 2.12 −1.54 −3.68 −5.44 −3.86 1.93 −8.59 −2.90
−20 2.07 0.00 0.03 −2.78 1.42 −2.84 1.47 −2.98 −4.05 −8.31 −10.22 −2.58 −10.24 −2.39

traffic
sounds

20 25.27 2.44 21.62 21.49 13.69 5.29 12.86 20.62 0.02 17.66 18.80 9.06 −1.94 −0.68
10 15.01 2.15 13.07 11.96 12.08 4.96 11.56 12.74 −0.24 9.71 11.17 8.13 −1.84 −0.82
0 11.10 4.07 7.99 7.01 10.04 3.33 8.23 8.26 0.81 4.20 4.57 7.01 −2.90 −1.13
−10 2.93 0.00 −0.28 0.12 1.39 −0.90 0.09 0.36 −2.40 −3.74 −3.93 0.00 −4.76 −4.71
−20 1.77 0.23 −0.23 −4.52 −0.23 −0.23 −0.23 −1.56 −3.51 −8.88 −11.78 −3.10 −10.42 −2.19

hair
dryer

20 25.23 1.07 22.49 21.65 13.59 2.46 12.48 18.91 −1.65 16.87 17.80 8.60 −4.34 −1.91
10 17.24 1.65 14.47 12.08 12.07 4.27 9.10 13.42 −0.91 9.27 10.62 7.99 −2.31 −1.35
0 11.10 2.27 7.69 4.86 8.07 4.71 4.11 7.23 −0.97 3.63 2.79 6.01 −3.01 −1.50
−10 6.41 −0.20 −0.20 −0.32 1.66 −2.55 −1.29 −0.20 −0.39 −3.04 −5.02 −2.16 −7.35 −5.16
−20 2.21 1.37 0.73 −1.56 0.09 −1.59 0.17 −2.70 1.19 −2.80 −10.32 −4.99 −6.56 −4.93

fan

20 24.77 0.86 22.35 18.94 13.24 2.25 12.50 18.38 −1.77 15.10 16.01 8.16 −3.37 −2.16
10 15.00 1.04 12.76 10.59 10.78 2.30 7.84 11.89 −1.09 7.36 10.09 6.96 −2.53 −1.60
0 10.96 2.27 8.04 5.23 8.39 3.44 4.94 7.46 −0.56 3.37 2.49 5.60 −3.79 −1.50
−10 2.78 −0.14 0.27 −0.42 2.45 −1.44 −0.24 −0.25 −3.85 −0.98 −4.40 −1.20 −4.29 −3.90
−20 0.53 0.62 0.53 −4.77 0.68 0.53 0.53 −1.43 −2.89 −3.26 −12.89 −5.57 −8.27 −4.27
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5. Conclusions

The paper presents speech enhancement based on the enhanced empirical wavelet
transform and the Teager energy operator. The new proposed approach is less sensitive
to large disturbances compared to traditional algorithms and can significantly reduce
noise as well as other disturbing signals (ambient sounds). The research results show
that the proposed method is good at overall better speech quality, especially in the case
of low SNR values for different color noise and different types of disturbance (ambient
sounds). At the same time, it should be noted that the proposed method, apart from
the general enhancement of the speech quality, in most cases provides the greatest noise
(disturbance) reduction for each of the considered types of noise and types of disturbance,
even in the case of a significant contribution of disturbance. Additionally, it is worth noting
that the dispersion of the research results for the proposed approach is small in the case
of SNR, i.e., the resultant mean value, median value, lower and upper quartile, and the
minimum and maximum value excluding outliers, and almost coincides with the adopted
axis scale considering the dispersion for each analyzed speech enhancement or noise-
reduction methods. On this basis, it can be concluded that the high noise (disturbance)
attenuation ability will be maintained with a high probability for various types of other
noises (disturbances). In the case of other considered methods, the dispersion is much more
noticeable, which indicates significantly changeable effectiveness.

The proposed approach does not require an explicit estimation of the noise level
or a priori knowledge of the signal-to-noise ratio as is usually needed in most common
speech-enhancement methods. The proposed approach allows for the reconstruction
of important features in the time–frequency domain, thanks to which the use of such
a block at the beginning of the signal chain in the speech recognition process allows
for a significant increase in the accuracy of speech recognition in a situation when the
speech signal is noisy or disturbed (e.g., the proposed approach can be used in a radio-
illumination decision support system for the captain of a ship in distress situations for
better identification and understanding of speech when calling for help and contacting
maritime emergency services [58,59]). An effective speech recognition process in difficult
enhancement conditions using the proposed approach and deep-learning methods is the
future direction of research.
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