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Abstract: Due to the influence of the high proportion of renewable energy penetration, the time-
varying and complex operation mode of the new power system is gradually increasing, leading
to a lack of fineness and practicality of traditional operation modes. To this end, a new visual
extraction method for fine operation mode of power system is proposed. Specifically, aiming at
the dimensional problem between high-dimensional electrical characteristic variables, a power grid
operation data preprocessing method based on maximum absolute standardization (MaxAbs) is
designed. Then, in order to reduce the impact of redundant features on the accuracy of the operation
mode extraction results, the Pearson correlation coefficient is introduced to optimize the feature space
relationship matrix, constructing a screening model of operating mode characteristic variables based
on pearson kernel principal component analysis (P_KPCA). Then, with the clustering elbow index
as the constraint condition, a K-means algorithm based on improved particle swarm optimization
(IPSO-Kmeans) was proposed to realize fine operation mode extraction. Finally, the experimental
analysis is carried out with the actual operation data of the power grid for one year and based on
uniform manifold approximation and projection (UMAP) to visualize the extraction results of the
operation mode. The validity and accuracy of the proposed method are verified.

Keywords: new power system; high proportion of renewable energy; feature variable screening;
refined operation mode; dimensionality reduction visualization

1. Introduction

The proposal of dual carbon targets has led to the rapid development of renewable
energy such as wind power and photovoltaics [1,2]. Vigorous development of renewable
energy is an important trend in building a new generation of low-carbon and clean power
systems. Access to a high proportion of renewable energy will have a profound impact on
the operation mode [3]. As the penetration rate of renewable energy increases, the uncer-
tainty of the power system increases significantly [4]. At the same time, the uncertainty
of renewable energy output greatly increases the number of combinations of operating
scenarios [5]. Analyzing the power system operation mode is the basis for the formulation
of power system dispatching strategies. However, the number of operation scenarios to
be considered and the difficulty of analysis are also increasing day by day. Traditional
power system analysis methods based on models and experience are increasingly difficult
to cope with the massive and changeable operation modes in power system operation,
planning, and stability analysis [6]. Since the operation mode in the traditional power
system is mainly affected by the load and the season, and its size and direction of the tidal
current are relatively fixed. Typically, the system’s short-circuit current maximum value,
minimum value, wet season, dry season, and other specific rules are used to select typical
operation modes to evaluate the safety and stability of the power system [7]. However, in
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the new power system, with the access of a large number of renewable energy and power
electronic equipment, the time-varying and complex operation mode of the power system is
increasing day by day, and it is showing a trend of further diversification [8,9]. Traditional
analysis methods based on manual experience cannot meet the needs of refined operation of
power systems, and it is difficult to restore the real situation in system operation. Therefore,
it is urgent to carry out the research on the refined operation mode extraction method
under the new power system to ensure the reliability, safety, and economy of the power
system operation.

From a macro point of view, the operation mode of the power system is to ensure
the safe and economical operation of the system, according to the power generation plan,
the equipment maintenance plan, and the actual situation of the power grid, etc. The
operation strategy is arranged by comprehensively considering factors such as weather,
holidays, recent water conditions, fuel supply, and equipment conditions. If the massive
amount of electricity generated during operation can be effectively processed and utilized,
extracting a more refined operation mode can guide dispatchers and operators to deal
with power fluctuations correctly and efficiently during power grid operation, improve the
consumption rate and stability of grid-connected new energy to ensure the safe, stable, and
economic operation of the power system [10].

For a long time, experts from China and abroad have conducted extensive research
on the application of artificial intelligence methods in the extraction of power system
operation modes:

(1) Taking key sections of the power grid as the entry point, extended calculations are
carried out from different angles, such as transient stability margin, section quota, and
limit transmission capacity, etc. Among them, [11] identified the strongly correlated
sections based on the transient stability margin, improved the section monitoring
accuracy of dispatching operators, and laid the foundation for the rationalization
of the operation mode. The limit transmission capacity is an important index to
evaluate the safe operation status of the transmission section. Ref. [12] analyzed
the conditions affecting the section limit rules and proposed a method based on
the branch power flow and the number of start-up units as the judgment rules to
realize the automatic matching of section quotas and power generation plans and
tap the transmission potential of the power grid. Ref. [13] proposed a search method
for key transmission interface; the missing sections are searched to complement
the initial sections, and then the key transmission interface is determined, reducing
the possibility of missed selection. Furthermore, [14] proposed an FCM clustering
algorithm based on fuzzy theory to solve the clustering problem of transmission lines
in power system. Refs. [15,16] studied the calculation method of the real-time limit
transmission capacity of the key section to solve the demand of power grid online
analysis. However, this research method generally faces the problem that the selection
of the initial section depends on the experience of experts or dispatchers, and in
the new power system, the traditional safe operation area division method also has
shortcomings, such as a single safety margin index, missed or wrongly selected lines,
and so on;

(2) The operating mode can be extracted based on machine learning algorithms, such as
traditional clustering algorithms, hierarchical clustering algorithms, and long-term
short-term memory networks. For instance, [5] proposes a power system flexibility
evaluation method for typical operating scenarios, which clusters and combines the
operating scenarios of new energy and loads to obtain typical operating scenarios
and, and the authors propose flexibility evaluation indicators to evaluate the system.
Ref. [17] clustered and preprocessed the historical scheduling based on the K-means
algorithm then constructed a deep learning model of unit combination based on
long short-term memory network and proposed a data-driven intelligent decision-
making method for unit combination with self-learning ability. Ref. [18] proposed a
hierarchical clustering technique to select typical scenes and consider the temporal
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and spatial correlation between scenes. Ref. [6] proposes an analysis method for the
power system operation mode and its morphological change based on power system
timing operation simulation data, analyzing the power system operation mode from
qualitative and quantitative perspectives. Ref. [19] constructed a feature quantity
library representing the operating section of the system and used the decision tree
model to screen the feature quantities. Finally, the similarity clustering of the historical
operation sections is carried out by the data-driven method. Ref. [20] proposed a
meta-heuristic algorithm to classify the way. Variability and uncertainty in power
generation operations are taken into account. At the same time, the total power
generation cost is minimized, and the convergence time is shortened.

In general, the integration of renewable energy has a significant impact on the opera-
tion mode [21,22]. However, the current method of extracting the typical operation mode is
relatively extensive and does not consider the output fluctuation of a high proportion of
renewable energy, making it difficult to accurately describe the change of operation mode in
the current new power system, and it cannot provide more accurate and detailed operation
mode guidance for dispatching and operation personnel. For this reason, based on the
simulated operation data of the actual power grid area, this paper proposes a cluster-based
visualization extraction method for the refined operation mode of the new power system.

The innovation of this paper is mainly reflected in the following aspects:

(1) A variable standardization preprocessing method based on the maximum absolute
value (MaxAbs) is proposed. It takes account of the characteristics of the power data
of the characterization variable and uses the maximum value of the apparent power
as the reference value to realize the unification of the dimension and scale of the
data value;

(2) A feature variable screening model based on pearson kernel principal component
analysis (P_KPCA) was constructed to improve the accuracy of the extraction results
of the operation mode by calculating the correlation between sample points and
selecting strongly correlated feature variables;

(3) An operation mode extraction algorithm was designed based on improved particle
swarm optimization traditional clustering (IPSO-Kmeans). Taking the clustering el-
bow index as the premise, the operation scenarios with similar power output methods
are clustered into one group so as to realize the extraction of the refined operation
mode of the new power system.

This study is organized as follows: In Section 2, the visual extraction process of the
fine operation mode of the new power system will be introduced. Section 3 proposes a
new type of power system operation mode representation variable selection and operation
data preprocessing algorithm. Section 4 constructs the feature variable screening model.
Section 5 introduces the fine-grained operation mode visualization extraction algorithm.
Section 6 experimentally analyzes the law of refined operation mode in the new power
system. Section 7 summarizes the study.

2. Visual Extraction Process of Refined Operation Mode

The refined operation mode can provide dispatchers with a more realistic reference
basis, and make greater use of renewable energy, which is conducive to ensuring the safe
and stable operation of the power grid. This paper analyzes the actual regional operation
simulation data and related electrical quantities and proposes a fine-grained operation
mode visualization extraction method that considers the characteristics of new influencing
factors such as access to a large amount of renewable energy in the power system. The
specific process is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. The overall process of visual extraction of refined operation mode. 
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dimensional operating data to reduce its impact on the extraction results of refined oper-
ating methods and improve the operating efficiency of subsequent algorithms. Next, the 
linear decreasing method is used to improve the optimization ability of the particle swarm 
algorithm and combine it with the clustering algorithm to realize the extraction of the 
refined operation mode of the new power system. Finally, the uniform manifold approx-
imation and projection (UMAP) dimensionality reduction visualization algorithm is used 
to visualize the extracted operation mode in two dimensions so as to analyze the change 
rule of the operation mode more intuitively. 

3. Operation Mode Representation Variable Selection and Preprocessing Method 
The power system is a complex network with a large number of nodes and the nodes 

are interconnected. It includes multiple links such as power generation, power transmis-
sion, power transformation, and power consumption. The status of components put into 
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Figure 1. The overall process of visual extraction of refined operation mode.

First, the high-dimensional operation data are preprocessed by selecting variables
that can characterize the characteristics of the new power system and performing stan-
dardized preprocessing operations to eliminate calculation errors caused by excessive
numerical differences. Then, redundant dimensions are screened out from the massive
high-dimensional operating data to reduce its impact on the extraction results of refined
operating methods and improve the operating efficiency of subsequent algorithms. Next,
the linear decreasing method is used to improve the optimization ability of the particle
swarm algorithm and combine it with the clustering algorithm to realize the extraction
of the refined operation mode of the new power system. Finally, the uniform manifold
approximation and projection (UMAP) dimensionality reduction visualization algorithm
is used to visualize the extracted operation mode in two dimensions so as to analyze the
change rule of the operation mode more intuitively.

3. Operation Mode Representation Variable Selection and Preprocessing Method

The power system is a complex network with a large number of nodes and the
nodes are interconnected. It includes multiple links such as power generation, power
transmission, power transformation, and power consumption. The status of components
put into operation in each link is uniformly calculated and controlled by the system
dispatching control center. For example, the generator has a power-on state and a power-
off state, and the output power at power-on time can also be regarded as different operating
states. The difference in transmission power of the transmission line determines that the
components are in different states. In addition, the load link undergoes state transfer as
demand changes. Therefore, the combination of different states of components put into
operation in each link constitutes different system operation modes.

3.1. Selection of Operating Mode Characterization Variables

The operation mode of the power system includes a variety of variables, such as line
flow, unit output, node active and reactive power, amplitude, phase angle, and other related
parameters. If all of these variables are used as characterization variables for the new power
system operation mode, complex data types will cause redundant dimensions, which will
affect the speed and accuracy of calculations. Therefore, it is important to carefully select
and analyze the variables that are relevant to the operation mode of the new power system.
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(1) Generator set

The power generation side is an important part of the power system. Factors such as
the start and stop of the generator set and the output will affect the operation status of the
entire power system. The power generation side includes conventional power generation
and renewable energy power generation. Uncertainty in the output of renewable energy
such as wind power and photovoltaics will lead to time-varying and increasingly complex
operation modes of the power system, and the number of combinations of operation modes
will increase greatly. The safe and stable operation of the power system will face huge
challenges. Thus, it is essential to consider the influence of the generator set’s output when
selecting variables that characterize the operation mode of the new power system from
among the many complex data.

(2) Load side

As the tail end of the whole power system framework, load also plays an important
role in the analysis of power system operation mode. A variety of flexible resources such as
energy storage have been added to the new power system, which has a great impact on
the power system. The demand on the load side not only affects the unit output on the
generating side, but also indirectly affects the distribution of line power flow. Therefore,
the load side should also be considered in the factors that affect the extraction of refined
operation modes of the new power system.

(3) Line flow

Line power flow distribution is not only closely related to the rationality, safety, and
economical judgment of power system operation mode; it is also an indispensable part of
static and transient stability calculations, fault analysis, and optimization calculations in
power systems. So, it is essential in the study of power grid operation.

3.2. Variable Data Standardization Based on MaxAbs

Among the variables related to the operation mode of the power system, there may be
large numerical differences between the selected characteristic variables of different types
or the same type of variables, so it is necessary to standardize them. Data standardization
can realize the unification of data dimension and scale and facilitate the screening of
subsequent characteristic variables. In this paper, starting from the operating data, a
variable standardization processing method based on MaxAbs is designed to realize the
numerical standardization of each characteristic variable.

The basic principle of the maximum absolute value standardization method is to
realize standardization according to the absolute value of the maximum value on the
basis of maintaining the original data distribution structure. The specific standardization
processing methods are as follows:

Step 1: Through the analysis of relevant variables, the variable types that can charac-
terize the characteristics of the new power system operation mode are selected.

Step 2: We calculate the apparent power in all running scenarios and take the maxi-
mum value of the apparent power at all times as the reference value.

The maximum apparent power of the generator Smax(G) is:

Smax(G) = max
1≤i≤nG ,1≤t≤N

√
P2

G(i,t) + Q2
G(i,t), (1)

where PG represents the active power of the generator set and QG represents the reactive
power of the generating set.

The maximum apparent power of the load Smax(D) is:

Smax(D) = max
1≤i≤nD ,1≤t≤N

√
P2

D(i,t) + Q2
D(i,t), (2)
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where PD represents the active power on the load side and QD represents the reactive
power on the load side.

Step 3: Calculation of the standard value of active power on the generator side:

P∗G(i,t) =
PG(i,t)

Smax(G)
, (3)

where PG(i,t) represents the active output of the i generator at the t moment; nG represents
the total number of power generation nodes; N represents the total number of hours.

Step 4: Calculation of the standard value of active power on the load side:

P∗D(i,t) =
PD(i,t)

Smax(D)
, (4)

where PD(i,t) represents the active load of the i-th load node at time t and nD represents the
total number of load nodes.

4. A Screening Model for Operating Mode Characteristic Variables Based on Kernel
Principal Component Correlation

The power system is a complex network with numerous nodes and scenarios, which
will lead to high dimensionality of operating data. There may also be complex nonlinear
correlations between different dimensions, and some active and reactive data may have
a high degree of similarity over time and even repeated variables to be selected. Not all
characteristic variables have a reference significance for the operation mode [23]. Therefore,
it is necessary to eliminate redundant feature variables and select representative feature
variables to improve the efficiency of subsequent algorithms and the accuracy of results.

The purpose of feature variable screening is to reduce the high-dimensional features
before extracting refined operating modes [24]. On the premise of ensuring that the
information of the data set is not lost, the principal components are extracted, and typical
low-dimensional feature variables are selected to replace the original high-dimensional
feature variables, so as to achieve the purpose of screening out key feature variables.

Principal component analysis (PCA) is a multivariate statistical method and one of
the most commonly used dimensionality reduction methods, which has the advantages
of high efficiency and easy control of the degree of compression. However, the PCA
dimensionality reduction method is suitable for linear transformation data, while the
operating mode data is high-dimensional nonlinear data. To solve this problem, this
paper adopts kernel principal component analysis (KPCA), which is suitable for dealing
with nonlinear data and has fast calculation efficiency and uses the Pearson correlation
coefficient method to optimize the solution of the relationship matrix between samples.
A feature variable screening model based on P_KPCA was constructed. It can effectively
filter feature variables. This approach helps improve the efficiency of subsequent clustering
and visualization algorithms. The specific process is shown in Figure 2.

Assuming that M N-dimensional daily operation vectors form a matrix P0 = (p1, p2 . . . pM),
the specific steps are as follows.

It is determined to use the Gaussian kernel function to map the original operating
mode vector into a high-dimensional space, and its expression is

K(p1, p2) = exp(−|p1 − p2|
2σ2

2
). (5)

Then, the relationship matrix K between samples is given—K ∈ [M, M]—in which
Kij = k(pi, pj).
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We use the person correlation coefficient method to calculate the distance between
samples and improve the Gaussian kernel function:

dps ,pt =
cov(ps, pt)

σps, pt
=

∑n1
j=1 (psj − ps)(ptj − pt)√

∑n1
j=1 (psj − ps)

2
√

∑n1
j=1 (ptj − pt)

2
, s, t = 1, 2, 3 . . . M. (6)

We center the resulting square matrix:

K̃ = K− IMK− KIM
T + IMKIM

T . (7)

We decompose its eigenvalue to obtain the eigenvalue λ1, λ2, . . . λM and its corre-
sponding eigenvector µ1, µ2, . . . µM, in which λ1 ≥ λ2 ≥ . . . ≥ λM.

Then, we the eigenvectors corresponding to the first d larger eigenvalues to generate a
dimensionality reduction matrix u′, u′ ∈ [d, M].

We obtain the refined operation mode data P′ of the power system after screening the
characteristic variables.

P′ = Ku′T (8)

5. Refined Operation Mode Extraction Based on IPSO-Kmeans

The change in the operation mode of the power system can be expressed as the
change of the operation law of the active power and reactive power of all nodes, line flow,
voltage amplitude, phase angle, and other related electrical state quantities under a given
operating state of the power grid [25]. The cluster-based extraction method can categorize
the operating data into different groups according to the different values of the electrical
quantity data and ensure that the data in the same category have great similarity [26]. In
this section, the extraction of refined operation modes is achieved by utilizing the selected
strongly correlated feature variables, combined with the method of unsupervised clustering.
In addition, the extracted operation modes are visualized in two dimensions to observe the
output characteristics of each variable in different operation modes.

5.1. Refined Operation Mode Extraction

To achieve the extraction of refined operating mode based on IPSO-Kmeans, a cluster-
ing algorithm is used to determine its structure and quantity in high-dimensional space. To
improve the fineness and accuracy of the extraction algorithm, the elbow index is used as a
constraint to determine the number of clusters, and the linear decreasing weight is used to
improve the optimization ability of the PSO; it is combined with the K-means algorithm
to find the optimal clustering center. The underlying concept behind the improvement of
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particle swarm optimization and K-means clustering and the combination of the two is
as follows.

(1) Determination of the number of clusters

The number of clusters is a very important part of the clustering algorithm, which
usually needs to be given in advance but cannot effectively determine its rationality. So,
this paper uses the elbow index to evaluate the clustering effect to determine the optimal
number of clusters. The core indicator of the elbow method is the sum of squared errors,
and its formula is as follows:

SSE =
K

∑
x=1

∑
p∈Ωx

|p− px|
2, (9)

where K represents the number of clusters; Ωx represents the set of the x-th type of operation
mode; and Px represents the cluster center of the x-th type of operation mode. With the
increase in the number of clusters K, the aggregation degree of each type of operation mode
gradually increases, and its SSE value decreases accordingly. When the decline of ∆SSE
tends to be smooth, it is considered that the value of L at this time is the number of clusters
that can achieve the desired effect, as shown in Figure 3.
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(2) Clustering Performance Improvement

The improved method of speed and position iteration in PSO algorithm is:

vid(m + 1) = wvid(m) + η1r1(xid − lid(m)) + η2r2(xgd − lid(m)) (10)

lid(m + 1) = lid(m) + vid(m), (11)

where vid(m+ 1) represents the velocity of the i-th particle in the d-th dimension in the k+ 1
iteration; and lid(m + 1) represents the position of the i-th particle in the d-th dimension in
the k + 1 iteration. w represents the weight; the optimal solution searched by individual
particles is denoted as xid; and the global optimal solution is denoted as xgd. The w in the
traditional PSO algorithm is fixed, which will greatly reduce the optimization ability of the
algorithm. Therefore, the value set in this article decreases linearly from 1, and the method
of linear decrease is used to ensure that the search is performed in a large enough range
at the beginning of the iteration, and the refined search is started in the middle and late
stages. The relation of w is:

w = wmax −m
wmax − wmin

mmax
, (12)

where m is the current iteration number and wmax is the maximum value of weight.
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(3) Cluster Center Iterative Optimization

The loss function of the K-means algorithm is used as the fitness function of the IPSO
algorithm, and the mean vector of the sample points in each cluster is:

µk =
1

Nk
∑

xi∈Ck

xi, (13)

where Nk is the number of samples contained in cluster Ck.
Then the fitness function can be defined as:

J =
K

∑
k=1

∑
xi∈Ck

‖xi − µk‖2. (14)

We select the appropriate number of clusters and use the particle swarm algorithm’s
powerful iterative optimization ability for the center point to find the best cluster center
position. Cluster analysis is carried out on the filtered characteristic variables to realize the
extraction of refined operation modes of the power system. Specific steps are as follows:

Step 1: Setting parameters. Set the number of particles as L, obtain L groups of initial
cluster centers, and then obtain the initial position lid of L particles. The initial velocity of
the particles is set to 0, the maximum number of iterations is set to mmax, and the number
of iterations is m = 1;

Step 2: The operation modes are divided according to the initial cluster center, and the
classification results of all operation modes are obtained;

Step 3: Calculate the fitness value J = [J1, J2, . . . , JL] corresponding to each particle
according to Formula (14);

Step 4: Determine the individual optimal position xid and the global optimal position
xgd according to the fitness value;

Step 5: Calculate the updated weight w according to Formula (12) and calculate the
velocity and position of the updated particle according to Formulas (10) and (11);

Step 6: According to the principle that the cluster center corresponds to the particle,
the updated particle is decoded as the cluster center, and m = m + 1;

Step 7: If m < mmax, go to step 2, otherwise, output the individual optimal position
and global optimal position obtained in step 4 in the last iteration. In addition, output the
classification result corresponding to the cluster center, and the refinement operation mode
extraction algorithm ends.

5.2. Visualization of Extraction Results

The operation mode of the power system consists of high-dimensional and non-linearly
related data. Even after using a clustering algorithm to extract the refined operation mode,
it is still difficult to directly observe the change law of the operation mode. Therefore,
in order to address the high-dimensional characteristics of the operation mode, the main
features of the operation mode are extracted by using the UMAP visualization method,
which can obtain a better data aggregation effect, clearly express the structure of the data,
is suitable for large-scale data, and can map it to a two-dimensional space for display [27].
The specific ideas are as follows:

First, we design a function to express the structure between high-dimensional sam-
ple points, and then design another function to describe the relationship between low-
dimensional sample points. Finally, by constructing a loss function, the structural char-
acteristics of the operating mode results in the high-dimensional space are learned in the
low-dimensional space, so that the high-dimensional operating mode can be visualized
in the two-dimensional space, which is convenient for observing the changing rules of
different operating modes. The specific process is as follows:
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In UMAP, the conditional probability expression between any two high-dimensional
operating mode vectors p′i and p′j in the extracted refined operating mode is:

xi|j = e−
d(p′i ,p′j)−ρi

σi . (15)

σi represents the variance item of the high-dimensional distribution item obtained by
the two-dimensional search. According to Formula (15), the distribution xij between any
two high-dimensional operating mode vectors is expressed as:

xij = xi|j + xj|i − xi|jxj|i. (16)

The distribution between any two low-dimensional operating mode vectors x and j is
expressed as yij:

yij = (1 + a(qi − qj)
2b)
−1

. (17)

The UMAP method makes the relationship between the low-dimensional operation
mode and the high-dimensional operation mode as similar as possible through the loss
function CE(p′, q) so as to achieve the purpose of displaying the extraction results of the
high-dimensional operation mode in two-dimensional space:

CE(p′, q) = ∑
i

∑
j
[xij(p′) log(

xij(p′)
yij(q)

) + (1− xij(p′)) log(
1− xij(p′)
1− yij(q)

)]. (18)

6. Case Analysis

In this paper, a provincial-level SG126 node in China is used as the network frame,
and the proposed method is used to extract and display the refined operation mode under
the new power system. As shown in Figure 4, the topological map of the power grid is
divided into three regions according to the penetration rate of renewable energy in the
region: low proportion, medium proportion, and high proportion (among them, the red
elements represent traditional power generation nodes, and the green elements represent
renewable energy power generation nodes). These regions correspond to different forms
of power grids in different periods. The analysis and comparison of the three regions are
carried out, and the obtained results are applicable to the actual power system.
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6.1. Standardization of Operating Mode Representation Variables

The difference in the power generation capacity of different types of renewable energy
and the difference in the load demand of each part of the region may lead to the problem
of excessive differences in the power data values, which will affect the calculation of the
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subsequent refined operation mode extraction process. Based on the method proposed
in Section 3.2, this section standardizes the simulation operation data, provides a good
foundation for subsequent feature variable screening and refined operation mode extraction,
and improves calculation accuracy. Among them, Figure 5 shows the power variation of
each generation side and load side nodes in this area with time series, and Figure 6 shows
the power variation of each node with time series after normalization.
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From Figure 5, it can be seen that the fluctuation trend of the power change of each
node is different, some of which have a small span and are relatively stable, and some have
a large span of change and show a state of oscillation. After it is standardized, the original
distribution structure between the data points is preserved, and the influence caused by
the excessive numerical difference between the data points is reduced.
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6.2. Strong Correlation Feature Variable Screening

In order to further determine the degree of influence of each characteristic variable
on the change of power system operation mode, after excluding the influence of data
outliers and missing values, the correlation coefficient values between various types of
nodes in this area were quantified, respectively, which laid the foundation for rational and
effective screening of strong influencing characteristic variables. The quantification results
are shown in Figure 7.
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Analysis was carried out on the correlation between generator nodes and load nodes in
Figure 7, respectively. Combined with the characteristic variable screening model proposed
above, the screening of strongly influencing characteristic variables is carried out, and
the size of the characteristic values is shown in Figure 8. Among them, the names of the
characteristic variables of each region are replaced by 0, 1, 2, 3..., and the eigenvalues with
a value greater than 0.3 and their corresponding eigenvectors are screened to reduce the
dimensionality of the standardized operating data, to achieve the purpose of screening
out representative characteristic variables, and to improve the efficiency of subsequent
clustering and visualization algorithms.
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6.3. Visual Extraction of Refined Operation Mode

The operation mode extraction method proposed in this paper is used to perform
preprocessing, compression, clustering, and other operations on the operation data to obtain
a refined operation mode. Then, a two-dimensional state space distribution diagram of the
operation mode is obtained through the dimensionality reduction visualization algorithm.
This provides a more intuitive understanding of the distribution structure between different
operation modes. As shown in Figure 9, each point represents an operating scenario.
Different colors represent different operating modes obtained by clustering, and the cluster
center of each operating mode is the representative of this type of operating mode.
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The spatial distribution diagram of operation modes indicates that the number of
refined operation modes increases with the increase in renewable energy penetration
rate. When the proportion is low, there are only three typical operation modes and the
aggregation of the same operation mode is relatively close, while the difference between
different operation modes is obvious. When the proportion is medium, the number of
operation modes increases to five, and the distribution of the same operation mode is
relatively scattered, with slight overlap between different types of operation modes. After
a high proportion of renewable energy is connected to the power system, not only do
the types of operation modes increase to seven but the dispersion of the same operation
mode also increases, and there is a large overlap between different types of operation
modes. These results show that the access of a large amount of renewable energy makes
the operation form of the power system more complex and diverse, the combination of
operation scenarios increases, and the operation mode presents a trend of mass change. It
is increasingly difficult to rely on traditional experience to judge the real operating status
of the current power system. During operation, more and more refined operating modes
need to be considered to represent a large number of operating scenarios and provide more
accurate reference methods for staff.

The output characteristics of different types of operation modes extracted from ar-
eas with different renewable energy penetration rates, such as low proportion, medium
proportion, and high proportion, are shown in curves, as shown in Figure 10.

In region 1, when the penetration rate of renewable energy is low, and the operation
mode is mainly dominated by load and hydropower, with a relatively fixed patter. In
such cases, typical modes such as “big in winter and small in winter, big in summer and
small in summer, abundant and dry “ are usually sufficient to select a typical operation
mode. However, in the state with a high proportion of renewable energy access—that is, in
region 3—the dominant role of seasonal loads and hydropower in the operation mode is
reduced, and the operation mode is gradually taken over by renewable energy. Dispatchers
are required to deal with not only the fluctuation of different types of renewable energy
output when formulating scheduling strategies, but also the coordination of hydropower
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to improve the capacity of renewable energy consumption. This will result in an increase
in the number of operating scenarios, and a trend of variability and diversification in the
operating modes.
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When faced with these new scenarios, which were not present in the traditional power
system, dispatchers may be unable to respond in a timely manner without the operation
mode as a reference, which may cause insufficient power supply or a large amount of
abandoned wind and light, thus affecting the operation of the power system. Therefore, a
refined operation mode that can accurately reflect the real operation of the power system
is needed to guide dispatchers and operators to formulate dispatching strategies. With
the aid of the refined operation mode, dispatchers can respond correctly and efficiently
to power fluctuations during power grid operation, improve the consumption rate and
stability of grid-connected renewable energy, and ensure the safe and stable operation of
the power system.

Figure 11 compares the operation mode extraction method proposed in this paper with
several other extraction methods using the scores of the Silhouette Index (SIL), the Davies–
Bouldin Index (DBI), and the Calinski–Harabasz Index (CHI) as clustering evaluation
indicators [28].

SIL is an evaluation standard that comprehensively considers the aggregation degree
and separation thickness of different operating scenarios. The SIL value range is [−1, 1],
and the larger the value, the better the clustering effect. Its definition is as follows:

SIL =

K
∑

i=1

bi−ai
MAX(ai ,bi)

K
, (19)

where K represents the number of clusters; ai represents the average distance between a
sample and its similar samples; and bi represents the average distance between a sample
and samples of other classes.

DBI is used to measure the ratio of the intra-cluster distance to the inter-cluster distance
between any two clusters. The smaller the index, the smaller the intra-class distance and
the higher the intra-class similarity. Its definition is as follows:

DBI =
1
K

K

∑
i=1

max
i 6=j,i,j∈[1,K]

si + sj

Mij
, (20)

where K have the same meanings as in Formula (19); si represents the sample point
dispersion in the class; and Mij represents the distance between the center of class i and
class j.
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CHI is also known as the variance ratio criterion. The larger the index, the better the
clustering effect. Its definition is as follows:

CHI =
tr(

K
∑

x=1
nx(px − pe)(px − pe)

T)(M− K)

tr(
K
∑

x=1,p0∈cx

(p0 − px)(p0 − px)
T)(K− 1)

, (21)

where px represents the center point of class x; pe represents the center point of the data set
x; nx represents the number of data in class x; and cx represents the data set of class x.

It can be seen from the comprehensive comparison results that the method adopted in
this paper has significant advantages in the three indicators, which proves the effectiveness
and rationality of the method.

7. Conclusions

In this work, a new visual extraction method of refined operation mode of power
system based on IPSO-Kmeans is proposed. In which a data preprocessing method based
on MaxAbs is designed to solve the dimension problem of power grid operation data.
Then, by constructing a P_KPCA-based operating mode feature variable screening model,
the influence of redundant features on the accuracy of the extraction results is effectively
avoided. At the same time, the extraction of the refined operation mode of the power
system is realized based on the IPSO-Kmeans algorithm, and UMAP technology is used
to visualize the extraction results. Finally, an experimental analysis is carried out with a
provincial SG126 node example in China. According to the different penetration rates of
new energy sources, different forms of new power system development are deduced, and
the experimental results verify the effectiveness and robustness of our method.

In future work, in view of the powerful feature extraction capabilities of deep neural
networks, we will explore a run-mode extraction method that considers run-section scene
graph transformations. It will be an effective continuation of this work, further improving
the accuracy and robustness of the results.
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