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The published article [1] has been retracted due to an error in how UK trade data are presented in the article.



Specifically, the authors found that Figure 4, as published, is inaccurate. Investigating the issue, the authors found that the problem was due to an error in the Python script that was used to extract data from the published database and plot Figure 4. Unfortunately, this script contained a small indexing error that resulted in data unrelated to the UK being included in the calculation of UK trade flows during processing. This error dramatically inflated the UK trade flows, such that Figure 4 and the related discussion in Section 4.3 are incorrectly presented. Correcting this error shows that imports (5.85 Mt) and exports (1.28 Mt) of sand and gravel for the UK for 2014 are small compared to extraction (120.22 Mt), and that these corrected results are now consistent with the database and official statistics [2,3].



We note that the database originally published in [1] is correct; only the presentation of the data in Figure 4 is erroneous in [1]. The parts of the paper that are incorrect as a result of this coding error are Figure 4, the text related to Figure 4 in Section 4.3 (lines 329–368), 5.1 (lines 376–397), and the statements in the Abstract and Conclusions sections pertaining to the magnitude of UK trade.



Given these findings, the authors decided to retract the paper to avoid future misinterpretations relying on the results shown in Figure 4. The Editorial Board confirmed the extent of the error and its significance to the reported results. The authors sincerely apologize for any inconvenience caused by the retraction of this article.



This retraction was approved by the Editor-in-Chief of the journal.
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